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OFFICIAL  UST 

OF  THS 

MEMBERS  OF  ASSEMBLY, 

ELECTED  IN  NOYEHBER^  188(K 


Albtmjf—Feter  Gansevoort,  Wheeter  Waisooi  P^^TH^,  Winne. 

Attegan'jf — ^DaDiel  Ashlejr. 

Brooms — ^Peter  Robinson. 

(kMaraugU9 — ^Russell  Hubbard. 

Cayuga — ^Peter  Yawger,  Solomon  Loye,  Qeorge  S.  Tflford,  Elias 
Biancheater*   . 

Chatawjue — John  Birdsall,  Squire  White. 

Chenango — ^Ira  Wilcox,  Joseph  Juliand,  Jarvis  K.  Pike. 

CItfilim — John  Walker. 

GMmnMo-^ohn  W.  Edmoiids,  John  S.  Harris,  Plinj  Hudson. 

Cortland — ^Fredus  Howard,  Charles  Richardson. 

Delaware — ^Peter  Pine,  David  P.  Mapes. 

Dutchess — ^Wiiliam  Hooker,  Joel  Benton,  John  E.  Townsend, 
Samuel  &•  Halsey. 

i^r<»^Millerd  Fillmore,  Nathaniel  Knight. 

Essex — Joseph  8.  Weed. 

Franklin — James  B.  Spencer. 

Crenesee — Charles  Woodworth,  Stephen  Oriswold,  Robert  Earll, 

junior. 

Greene — Lewis  Benton,  icbn  I.  Brandow. 

Herkimer — Atwater  Cooke,  Junior,  Nicholas  Lawyer,  Olmsted 
Hough. 

/ejfersoi^— Walter  Cole,  Fleury  Keith,  Joseph  C.  Budd. 

Kings — Coe  S.  Downing. 

Lsiots— Harison  Blodget. 

Livingston — Jerediah  Horsford,  James  Perciyal. 
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MadiBon — ^Robert  Henry,  John  Whitman^  Stephen  B.  Hoffinan. 

Monroe — Samuel  6.  Andrews,  Isaac  Lacejr,  Peter  Price. 

Montgomerjf — ^William  Rob,  Piatt  Potter,  Josiah  O.  Brown. 

NeW'Tork — Jamp8.1(orgai^.^^a%]^..;StiIwell^  Dudley  Selden, 
Charles  L.  Livingston,  Gideon  Ostrander,  Abraham  Cargill,  Na- 
thaniel Jarvis,  Isaac  L.  Varian,  Jacob  S.  Bogert,  Mordecai  Myers, 
Dennis  )fc6atili|r«'      ,,  \  - 

,    U   W.iL«.i;  l.^..l/  ti^iJl  '       • 

Niagara — ^Henry  Norton. 

Oneida — Amon  Gbinstoolb^'^&eaben  Bettis,  Riley  Shepard,  John 
F.  Trowbridge,  David  Moulton. 

Onondaga — ^Thomas  I.  Gilbert,  Otis  Bigelow,  Jared  H.  Parker, 
Elisha.^iitffhfiejd.     ^     ,  .... 

Qn/ario— John  C.  Spencer,  Samuel  Rf^wsoo,  Thomaa  Ottley. 

Orange — ^Edward  Blake,  James  Hulse,  Robert  Fowler. 

Orleans — John  H.  Tyler. 

Otsego — ^Henry  Clark,  Schuyler  Crippen,  Eben  B.  Morehouse, 
Peter  Collier. 

Pvtnam — Qennct  Bpyd. 

Queens — ^Thomas  Tredwell. 

Re^selaer — GeoigQ  R.  Davis,  Aaron  Worthington,  Martin 
Springer,  Chester  Griswold. 

Richmond — John  T.  Harrison. 

Rocklafid — John  J.  Eckerson. 

Saratoga — Oran  G.  Otis,  Howell  Gardner,  John  Gilchrist. 

St.  Lawrence — Asa  Sprague,  Joseph  Freeman. 

Schoharie — Robert  Eldredge,  Daniel  Hager,  junior. 

Schenectady — ^Aaron  Carroll. 

Seneca;— John  Sayr^,  Benjamin  Woodruff. 

Steuben — Josiah  Dunlap,  Paul  C.  Cook. 

Suffolk — George  S.  Phillips,  George  L.  Conklin, 

SulMvan — James  C.  Curtice. 

Tioga — John  G.  McDowell,  David  Williams. 
7VnipAtft#-r-John  EUis,  John  Saybr,  Jehial  Ludlow. 
Ulster — Jacob  I.  Schoonmaker,  John  Van  Buren. 
Warren — Samuel  Stackhouse. 
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frofiffiirfofl— William  TowMend,  George  W.  Jermain,  Henry 
Thorn. 

Wayne — Seth  Eddy,  Ananias  Wells. 

Weaieh^ter — Aaron  Varlc,  St.  John  Constant,  Thomas  Murphy. 

Tatu — ^Aaron  Remer. 


Statb  of  Naw-YoEK, ) 
Secreiary^s  Office.     ) 

I  Certify  the  preceding  to  be  a  true  list  of 

the  names  of  Members  of  Assembly  elected  in  this  State,  at  the 

general  election  held  in  the  month  of  November  last,  according  to 

the  official  returns  from  each  county  clerk  received  at  this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  affixed  the 
[l.  s.]     seal  of  this  office,  at  the  city  of  Albany,  the  Slst  day  of 
December,  18S0. 

A.  C.  FLAGG, 

Secretary  of  Siaie, 


: 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 


Januarj  4,  1831. 


Message  from  the  Governor. 


OtnUemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  Aesembly: 

1  should  do  injustice  to  my  feelings,  if  I  were  to  refrain  from 
expressing,  on  this  occasion,  my  deep  sense  of  the  high  confidence 
reposed  in  me  by  the  people  of  this  State,  at  the  recent  election, 
I  shall  endeavor  to  make  a  suitable  return,  by  devoting  myself  dili- 
gently to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  department  entrusted  to 
my  care,  regardless  of  every  consideration  but  the  public  good. 
Conscious  of  my  imperfections,  it  is  no  small  satisfaction  to  me,  to 
know,  that  the  executive  power  under  our  government  is  so  wisely 
circumscribed,  that  every  measure  emanating  from  it,  afiecting  the 
policy  of  our  laws,  or  the  substantial  interests  of  the  people,  must 
pass  the  supervision  of  your  body,  where  the  errors  of  a  single 
judgment  will  receive  due  correction  from  the  delegated  wisdom  of 
the  State. 

As  a  member  of  the  Union,  this  State  participates  largely  in  its 
g^ory,  and  shares  in  its  prosperity ;  and  at  no  period  since  the  revo- 
lution have  we  had  greater  reason  to  rejoice  in  the  wisdom  of  its 
councils,  or  to  feel  a  just  pride  at  its  elevated  character  as  one  of  the 
family  of  nations.  The  individual  at  its  head,  renowned  for  his 
great  services  and  devotedness  to  his  country  in  another  eapaeity, 
has,  in  his  civil  station,  shewn  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  cardinal 
interests  of  the  nation,  a  familiarity  with  his  duties,  and  an  intrepidity 
ID  the  discharge  of  them,  which  cannot  commend  him  more  to  our  af- 
fections or  respect,  but  which  demand  for  him  the  admiration  of  the 
present  age,  and  will  secure  to  him  the  lasting  gratitude  of  his  coun- 
.try •  The  two  leading  principles  of  his  administration,  which  lie  at 
the  foundation  of  our  future  prosperity  as  a  nation,  have  been  assert- 
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ed  by  him  in  the  discharge  of  bis  duties,  in  a  manner  which  shewa 
that  he  loFes  his  country  more  than  he  fears  the  loss  of  power,  or 
the  efforts  of  disappointed  cupidity  and  ambition.  I  allnde  to  the 
payment  of  the  national  debt,  and  the  restraining  of  the  power  of 
congress  within  the  limits  plainly  marked  out  by  the  compact  be- 
tween the  states.  His  veto  upon  the  Maysville  road  bill,  the  first 
of  a  series  of  measures  for  internal  impi'ovement  projected  for  the 
sanction  of  congress  and  estimated  to  cosi  more  than  ninety-six  mil* 
lions  of  dollars,  will  remain  upon  record  a  durable  monument  of  his 
correct  views  of  public  policy  and  constitutional  rights,  as  well  as  of 
bis  moral  coorage  and  uncompromising  patriotism. 

» 

Our  foreign  relations  are  amicable,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  ap- 
prehend a  speedy  rupture  with  any  nation. 

Enjoying,  as  we  do,  a  high  degree  of  happiness  under  our  free  in- 
stitutions, we  cannot  be  insensible  to  the  influence  of  our  example 
upon  the  people  of  other  countries,  nor  unmoved  by  their  efibrts  to 
assimilate  their  governments  to  our  own.  The  late  Spanish  colo- 
nies at  the  south,  having  achieved  their  independence,  are  yet  vio- 
lently convulsed  bj  efforts  to  organize  tbeir  governments  upon  prin- 
ciples, and  with  modifications,  which  will  ensure  for  them  perma- 
nent tranquillity.  The  recent  revolutionary  movements  in  France 
afford  a  bright  hope  that  this  nation,  distinguished  for  heroism  and 
science,  vividly  associated  with  the  recollections  of  our  early  strug- 
gle for  independence,  and  endeared  to  us  by  so  many  ties,  has  at 
bst  found  relief  from  an  arbitrary  abridgment  of  individual  rights,  io 
the  full  establishment  of  the  authority  of  the  people.  The  people 
under  other  European  sovereignties  seem  stirred  by  bordering  com^ 
motions  ;  and  we  have  reason  to  believe,  that  in  the  progress  of  light 
,and  knowledge,  we,  now  the  youngest  of  nations,  will,  at  no  distant 
period,  be  hailed  as  the  elder  brother  of  legitimate  goyernments.  It 
becomes  us,  for  our  own  good  as  well  as  for  the  cause  of  struggling 
humanity,  to  manifest  to  the  world,  that  a  republican  government, 
firmly  based  upon  the  will  of  a  well  instructed  and  virtuous  people, 
is  the  most  just  and  enduring,  and  exempt  from  those  disturbing  and 
destroying  ftetions,  which  tend  to  anarchy  and  terminnlc  in  deapor 
tism* 

In  regard  to  our  internal  concerns,  your  labors  will  be  directed 
towards  providing  for  the  due  administration  of  justice ;  the  improve- 
ment of  the  moral  and  intellectual  condition  of  the  people  ;  and  the 
development  and  application  of  the  physical  resources  of  the  State* 
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We  can  look  witli  satisfaction  upon  what  has  already  beenacconi' 
tisbed  in  relation  to  these  objects.  Our  municipal  laws  have  been 
relieved  from  much  which  belonged  to  a  less  enlightened  age ;  the 
severity  of  our  criminal  code  has  been  materially  mitigated ;  large 
provision  has  been  made  for  public  education ;  and  our  canals,  dis- 
pensing their  benefits  through  various  channels,  are  evidence  that 
an  enlightened  spirit  of  public  improvement  has  guided  oar  coun* 
sels.  liiere  is  yet,  however,  much  to  do ;  and  all  these  aubjeots 
will  require  your  ceaseless  exertions. 

To  what  extent  the  industry  of  the  country  may  be  facilitated  by 
the  expenditure  of  money  on  woiiis  of  public  utility,  depends  es* 
sent  idly  upon  the  condition  of  the  treasury,  and  our  means  for  pro- 
doeing  revenue.  Under  no  form  of  government  can  a  people  be 
happy  and  prosperous^  if  a  careless  and  prodigal  use  of  the  treasures 
and  credit  of  the  State  is  indulged. 

In  my  hst  annual  message,  I  presented  a  review  of  the  public 
funds  from  the  year  1826,  and  showed  a  diminution  of  the  capital  of 
Che  general  fund  during  that  period,  from  two  millions  six  hundred 
and' thirty-seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty^ix  dollars,  to' 
one  million  three  hundred  and  forty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  dollars*  That  capital  has  sustained  a  farther  reduction 
during  the  past  year,  so  that  it  now  remains  at •  •  |^1,312,466» 

That  amount  made  up  of  the  following  items,  viz : 

Bank  stock, $126,966  00 

Bonds  and  mortgages,  for  lands  sold^  •  •  •  • •  •  792,568  47 

Mortgages  for  loans  to  individuals, 369,77 1  34 

'<          «^  debts  due  the  state, 23,161  19 

$1,312,466  00 
The  reduction  of  the  ca|Htal  during  the  last  year  has  been'  by 
means  of  ihe  sale  of  the  Mohawk  bank  stocky  and  by  receipts  of  the 
principal  monies  upon  bonds  and  mortgsges. 

The  estimated  receipts  from  the  general  fund  for  the  ensuing  year, 
are  of 

Revenue, ..•••   $78,500  00 

Capital, 35,000  00 

Whole  receipts,..  $113,500  00 

The  estimated  ordinary  expenses  chargeable  upon  this  fund  for 

the  present  year,  are  three  hundred  two  thousand  two  hundred  dol* 
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larSi  shewing  a  deficiency  in  the  receipts  to  meet  the  ordinatj  ex- 
penses of  one  hundred  eighty-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 
Included  in  this  estimate  of  expenses,  are  the  deficiencies  of  the  iD« 
come  of  the  Oswego,  Cayuga  and  Seneca  canals,  which  are  by  law 
made  chargeable  upon  the  general  fund. 

It  is  necessary  for  a  true  understanding  of  the  financial  conldition 
of  the  state  to  know,  that  the  actual  annual  expenditures  of  the  go-^ 
vemment,  always  far  exceed  the  estimates,  owing  to  contingent  ap- 
propriations, which  are  not  susceptible  of  calculation.  Thus  the  es- 
timate of  expenses  for  the  last  year  was  two  hundred  and  sixty-four 
thousand  dollars,  whereas  the  actual  expenditures,  including  legis- 
lative appropriations,  have  amounted  to  the  sum. of  three  hundred 
forty-nine  thousand  one  hundred  thirteen  dollars.  For  the  purpose 
of  more  precise  information,  I  have  caused  an  average  to  be  made, 
both  of  the  estimated  expenses,  and  the  actual  expenditures,  chai^- 
able  upon  the  general  fund  from  the  year  1825,  to  18jS9,  both  inclu- 
sive, and  find  the  result  to  be,  that  the  average  estimated  expenses 
for  each  of  these  years  is  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  thousand  five 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  while  the  actual  average  payments  from 
the  treasury,  is  three  hundred  and  seventy-six  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven  dollars ;  a  sum,  greater  in  each  year,  than  the 
estimate,  by  ninety-four  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  dol- 
lars. This  difference  is  made  principally  by  the  annual  legidative 
appropriations. 

The  resources  of  the  treasury  have  been  lessened,  by  the  annual 
consumption  of  principal  of  the  general  fund,  the  appropriations  of 
the  public  lands,  and  other  funds  to  common  schools,  literature,  and 
cansJs,  and  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  state  tax,  and  the  diverting  of 
other  sources  of  revenue. 

Thus  in  1816,  a  state  tax  oi  two  mills  upon  a  dollar  was  imposed  ; 
in  1819,  it  Was  reduced  to  one  mill ;  in  1825,  it  was  farther  reduced 
to  half  a  mill ;  and  in  1827,  it  ceased  by  its  own  limitation.  Since 
the  last  period  no  tax  has  been  levied,  although  the  treasury  has 
been  aided  in  its  operations  by  the  receipts  of  arrears  of  taxes.  So 
also  in  1817,  the  duties  on  salt,  and  sales  at  auction,  were  diverted 
from  the  general  fund,  and  added  to  the  revenues  of  the  canal  fund. 

By  these  means  the  amount  of  the  general  fund  has  become  so 
far  reduced,  that  it  is  able  no  longer,  either  by  its  revenue  or  capi- 
tal, to  meet  the  annual  demands  for  current  expenses. 
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Nogoyemmeot  can  be  administered  without  mouey^  and  tlie 
means  of  defrsjing  its.  expenses,  must  in  s<mie  shape  be  furnished 
by  those  for  whose  benefit  it  is  administered.  It  therefore  becomes 
necessary  to  consider  from  what  sources  our  exhausted  treasury  ean 
be  replenished.  This  involves  an  inquiry  into  the  means  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Legislature  for  that  purpose..  These  means  are 
taxation,  or  loans  on  the  credit  of  the  government.  If  money  is 
borrowed,  the  interest  roust  be  paid,  and  eventually  the  capital.  If 
in  addition  to  the  current  annual  disbursements,  the  money  to  pay 
the  interest  on  previous  loans  must  also  be  borrowed,  it  is  obvious 
that  with  compound  interest  there  will  be  a  rapid  accumulation  of 
debt,  and  the  public  creditor  will  ultimately  require  some  further  se- 
curity for  hb  loans,  than  the  credit  of  the  state.  Such  measures 
would  result  in  impaired  public  credit ;  taxation  could  not  be  long 
delayed*;  and  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  when  it  becomes  necessary  to 
levy  upon  the  people  the  amount  of  the  current  expenses,  together 
with  the  interest  accruing  upon  debts  incurred  for  the  expenses  of 
preceding  years,  swelled  by  compound  interest,  the  taxation  will  be 
found  burdensome  and  may  become  perpetual. 

There  is  no  mystery  in  financial  operations,  save  what  ingenious 
men  have  found  necessary  to  throw  around  them,  to  conceid  their 
measures  from  the  public  knowledge.  What  would  be  said  of  a  far* 
mer  who  should  thus  manage  his  private  concerns,  and  trust  to  bor- 
rowing on  the  credit  of  his  farm,  for  the  annual  expenses  of  his  liv* 
ing,  instead  of  deriving  support  from  it  by  his  earnings  ? 

I  should  be  wanting  in  duty,  if  I  should  forbear  to  pursue  this  in« 
teresting  subject  still  farther,  for  I  deem  it  of  vital  impedance.  We 
are  still  a  young  nation,  and  have  experienced  nothing  but  increas- 
ing prosperity,  and  having  now  arrived  at  a  point  where  our  treasury 
must  be  permanently  supplied,  or  a  hazardous  experiment  upon  our 
made,  it  is  our  own  fault  i(  we  do  not  choose  that  alternative 
we  Jbiow  to  be  safe,  and  to  which  common  prudence  directly 
points. 

As  we  have  little  to  appeal  to,  in  our  own  experience,  we  should 
not  shut  our  eyes  to  the  light  reflected  by  the  history  of  other  na- 
tions. An  able  English  historian,  in  noticing  a  temporary  debt, 
created  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  sixth,  makes  the  followiiig  re- 
marks :  '^The  first  instance  of  a  debt  contracted  upon  parliamentary 
security,  occurs  in  this  reign.    The  commencement  of  this  practice 
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deserves  to  be'  noted ;  a  practice  the  more  likelj  to  become  perni- 
cious, the  more  a  nation  advances  in  opulence  and  credit.  The  ru- 
inous effects  of  it  are  now  become  too  apparent^  and  threaten  the 
very  existence  of  the  nation*" 

Shortlj  before  the  commencement  of  the  last  century,  when  Wil- 
liam the  third  came  to  the  throne,  and  found  it  necessary,  in  order 
to  defend  his  continental  possessions  and  to  restrain  the  ambition  of 
France,  to  have  more  money  than  could  be  raised  by  the  ordinary 
means  of  revenue,  a  resort  was  first  had  to  temporary  loans,  pledg- 
ing the  annual  income  to  repay  them*     As  this  necessity  for  money 
continued  from  year  to  year,  the  debt  was  left  unpaid,  and  the  re- 
venues were  appropriated  to  pay  the  interest  of  it ;  and  it  then  oc- 
curred to  his  ingenious  financiers  that  a  national  debt  was  a  national 
blessing.    Thus  within  eight  years  after  he  ascended  the  throne,  a 
public  debt  had  accumulated,  equal  in  amount  to  one  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars.     To  pay  the  interest  of  that  debt,  and  to  defray  the 
current  expenses  of  the  government,  independently  of  indirect  taxa- 
tion by  means  of  customs,  direct  taxes  were  imposed  upon  the  peo* 
pie  in  every  possible  shape.     They  were  imposed  upon  their  per- 
sona, upon  the  value  of  their  real  and  personal  property,  upon  their 
income,  upon  their  stock  in  trade,  upon  births  and  burials,  upon  beer, 
cider,  perry,  and  all  the  productions  of  industry,  commercial,  man- 
ufacturing and  agricultural.     These  taxes  have  been  continued,  and 
additional  ones  imposed  upon  every  new  object,  created  by  the  trade 
or  industry  of  the  nation,  as  it  was  developed,  until  the  British  em-r 
pire,  with  a  population  of  twenty-two  millions  of  persons,  is  burthen- 
ed  with  a  debt  amounting  to  about  three  thousand  five  hundred  Bul- 
lions of  dollars. 

It  is  an  extraordinary  fact,  and  shows  the  evils  which  a  mld-ad* 
ministration  may  bring  upon  A  community,  that  the  period  of  time, 
which  enlarged  the  constitutional  privileges  of  the  English  people, 
gave  birth  to  legislative  measures,  which  drew  a  new  line  of  dit« 
tinction  between  the  people,  and  divided  them  into  public  creditors 
and  laborers.  AH  the  wealth  of  the  natibn  has  been  grasped  by  the 
comparatively  few  holders  of  government  stock,  and  the  privilege 
to  support  them,  by  the  earnings  of  their  labor,  is  nearly  all  that  has 
been  left  to  the  many. 

When  we  look  at  our  means  of  raising  revenue,  it  will  be  perceivr 
ed  that  a  state  debt  is  a  mortgage  upon  the  persons,  the  property  and 
the. industry  of  our.  citizens,  and  the  public  creditor  will  soon  call 
for  a  contribution  irom  those  sources.      With  our  present  Uws, 
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which  secure  to  every  roan  the  enjoyment  of  the  profits  of  bis'in* 
dostry,  talents  and  ingenuity,  we  can  look  without  concern  or  envy, 
upon  the  greatest  amount  of  wealth  which  any  individual  has  acca<* 
mulated  by  industry  and  economy.  He  has  a  right  to  enjoy  it,  and 
it  will  be  soon  distributed  by  his  successors.  But  there  is  great 
danger  in  creating  a  mass  of  wealth,  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  which 
suffers  no  diminution,  but  accumulates  from  generation  to  generation, 
sustained  by  the  industry  of  the  country,  and  guaranteed  by  the 
laws.  We  have  in  v^iin  abolished  entails,  if  a  more  durable  species 
of  property  is  created,  levying  contributions,  not  by  rents,  but  bj 
means  of  taxes. 

It  is  a  plausible  doctrine,  which  has  been  urged  with  some  success, 
that  it  is  no  matter  how  much  money  is  expended  by  government, 
provided  it  is  employed  upon  suitable  enterprises  for  improving  our 
internal  condition ;  because  the  money  remains  among  the  people, 
and  gives  them  employment. 

This  is  indeed  true,  when  the  money  is  disbursed  from  a  full  trea- 
sury. But  when  the  money  expended,  is  borrowed  of  individuals, 
on  legislative  security,  and  interest  is  to  be  paid  for  its  use,  to  be 
collected  by  taxation,  upon  the  annual  products  of  the  labor  of  the 
people ;  the  money  remains  among  us ;  the  ag^gate  wealth  of  the 
country  may  by  increased ;  but  it  is  unequally  divided:  an  undue 
proportion  goes  into  the  hands  of  the  few  who  monopolize  the  stock, 
while  the  remamder  of  the  people  are  impoverished  by  the  opera- 
tion. 

I  have  entered  into  much  detail  upon  this  important  subject,  from 
a  deep  conviction,  that  it  is  too  intimately  connected  with  the  pub- 
lic welfare  to  be  lightly  passed  over,  and  that  the  time  has  now  ar- 
rived, when  it  becomes  a  duty  of  the  people  to  understand  and  re- 
flect upon  this  matter. 

I  have  been  placed  at  the  head  of  the  government  at  a  period  when 
it  must  determine  upon  the  policy  to  be  pursued,  in  a  new  and  un- 
tried state  of  things.  Hitherto  the  state  has  been  rich  in  lands  and 
public  funds,  and  aided  by  taxes,  which  have  ceased,  it  has  been  aUe 
to  meet  tbe  payment  of  temporary  loans,  the  revolutionary  claims, 
and  the  annual  expense  of  administering  the  government.  This  pub- 
lic property  is  now  nearly  exhausted,  not  by  the  ordinary  expenses, 
but  bj  contributions  to  public  works,  and  as  the  basis  of  special 
funds. 
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Internal  improvements,  by  means  of  canals  and  rail-roads,  have 
become  fixed  objects  of  legislative  care,  and  are  among  the  most  in- 
teresting subjects  which  will  claim  your  attention.  Their  influence 
in  diversifying  the  pursuits  of  labor,  and  equalizing  the  value  of  its 
products,  in  adding  to  individMl  and  aggregate  wealth,  stimulating 
enterprize,  and  binding  society  together  in  ties  of  amity  and  interest, 
is  not  only  acknowledged  in  theory,  but  has  been  practically  demon- 
strated by  our  experience.  These  considerations  will  induce  you  to 
examine  with  industry  and  lively  solicitude,  into  the  means  within 
your  control  for  their  further  prosecution. 

Our  country  is  peculiarly  well  adapted  to  the  construction  of  ca- 
nals and  rail-roads,  and  affords  in  all  directions,  from  its  soil,  its  fo- 
rests and  its  mines,  those  ponderous  productions,  which  owe  most  of 
their  value  in  market  to  the  cheapness  of  transportation.  Each  of 
these*  modes  of  communication  has  its  peculiar  merit,  and  is  yet  sus- 
ceptible of  much  improvement.  It  remains  to  be  seen  what  eleva- 
tions of  surface  may  be  overcome  by  stationary  power,  as  paK  of  the 
line  of  a  canal,  an  improvement  deserving  more  attention  from  those 
conversant  with  such  subjects,  than  it  seems  to  have  received. 

Experiments  made  in  England,  during  the  past  year,  with  locomo- 
tive engines,  upon  a  rail-road  between  Liverpool  and  Manchester, 
have  produced  results  more  favorable  than  were  anticipated.  Load- 
ed carriages  now  pass  regularly  between  those  cities,  at  the  rate  of 
eighteen  miles  an  hour.  Indeed  light  carriages  have  been  moved 
with  a  rapidity  which  almost  exceeds  belief.  An  enterprizing  com- 
pany is  now  constructing  a  rail-road  between  this  city  and  Schenec- 
dy,  which*  as  a  specimen  of  such  works,  and  as  affording  means  to 
judge  of  their  usefulness  and  cost,  will  be  of  great  public  advantage. 
It  will  probably  be  finished  during  the  present  year. 

While  canals,  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  transportation  of  hulky  ar- 
ticles, may  be  made  in  suitable  situations,  rail-roads,  on  account  of 
their  fitness  for  rapid  transmission,  to  operate  at  seasons  when  canals 
are  useless,  and  perhaps  to  overcome  elevations  insurmountable  hj 
them,  will  no  doubt,  in  future  times,  be  extensively  disiributed 
throughout  the  state.  There  are  few  obstacles  in  any  part  of  the 
state,  which  may  not  be  overcome  by  one  or  the  other  of  these  im- 
provements. 
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An  enlightened  popular  government  cannot  fail  to  discover  the 
advantages  of  such  works,  and  is  well  fitted  to  prosecute  them  judi- 
eioQsIjr.  As  the  people  contribute  the  means  for  their  construction, 
thej  will  not  fail  to  discover  the  proper  period  for  commencing  them, 
and  the  extent  to  which  thej  should  be  carried.  The  successful  ex- 
periment which  has  already  been  made^  while  it  has  shed  glory  upon 
tbe  state,  affords  a  stimulus  for  the  prosecution  of  similar  enter- 
prise ;  and  it  is  not  surprising,  that  some  parts  of  the  state,  supposed 
to  be  peculiarly  adapted  by  nature  to  receive  these  helps  from  art, 
should  exhibit  an  impatience  for  their  immediate  commencement. 
Bat  any  disposition  that  may  be  manifested  to  enter  prematurely 
oponthe  prosecution  of  these  works,  will  be  restrained  by  the  cool- 
er judgment  of  those  parts  of  the  state,  which  are  called  upon  to 
contribute  to  the  expense,  but  which  participate  indirectly  only  in 
their  advantages. 

In  determining  upon  the  expediency  of  beginning  any  new  work, 
i^  will  be  proper  to  consider  its  public  benefits,  its  probable  returns 
ofi^venue,  and  the  means  of  the  state.     If  the  state  possesses  funds 
for  the  object,  without  imposing  any  burdens  upon  the  people,  it  will 
^  sufficient  to  look  at  its  bearings  upon  the  public  prosperity,  with- 
out reference  to  revenue.     If  the  state  should  not  be  in  that  condi- 
^'on,  then  it  is  necessary,  preliminarily  to  ascertain,  with  considerable 
^^^ctness,  that  it  will  contribute,  in  tolls,  sufficient  to  pay  for  neces- 
^^  repairs  and  attendance,  the  interest  of  the  debt  to  be  created  on 
'^  Account,  and,  within  a  reasonable  time,  the  principal.     If  it  will 
iiot  d^  ()^{g^  iji^Q  your  duty  requires  you  to  determine  whether  the 
People  ^iii  consent  to  be  taxed  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of  its  re* 
^cnuQ^  and  if  so,  to  impose  such  tax,  contemporaneously  with  the 
•^  Authorising  its  construction. 

^^iing  under  a  due  sense  of  the  importance  of  these  precautiona* 
7  Considerations,  I  do  not  doubt,  that  your  measures  vrill  satisfy  the 
^^^sotiable  desire  of  the  public  to  continue  the  march  of  internal  im* 
P^^emcnt. 

^e  Erie  canal  passes  through  the  centre  of  the  state,  uniting  the 
^^^  Waters  of  the  Hudson,  with  lake  Erie,  and  affords  the  means  of 
^  ^^y  interchange  of  commodities  between  the  different  parts  of 
*"^  state,  and  an  opening  to  our  great  commercial  city,  for  the  trade 
^f  the  Canadas  and  the  states  bordering  upon  the  upper  lakes.  By 
^"ftans  of  smaller  works,  completed  and  in  progress,  we  bare  con-< 
[A.  No.  2.]  2 
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nected  its  advantages  with  the  navigation  of  the*Ontario,  Champlain, 
Onondaga,  Cajuga,  Seneca  and  Crooked  lakes,  and  the  western 
branch  of  the  Susquehannah  river.  Having  thus,  since  the  year 
1817,  opened  communications  between  all  our  cities,  andl  nearly  all 
our  interior  navigable  waters,  we  cannot  take  to  ourselves  the  re- 
proach that  the  march  of  internal  improvement  has  been  slow,  or  har- 
bor the  thought  that  its  further  progress  is  to  be  arrested. 

The  Erie  and  Champlain  canals  were  projected  with  great  wis- 
dom, and  at  their  commencement,  an  appropriation  was  made  for 
them  from  the  general  fund,  which  has  been  sufficient,  at  all  times, 
to  pay  the  interest  of  the  monies  borrowed.  The  credit  of  the  state 
was  thereby  so  firmly  established,  that  for  all  the  later  loans,  to  more 
than  half  the  whole  amount,  capitalists  were  induced  to  pay  a  pre- 
mium upon  five  per  cent,  stock.  Those  canals  have  drawn  from  the 
funds  of  the  state,  to  the  amount  only  of  the  duties  upon  salt,  and 
sales  at  auction ;  and  their  successful  operation  promises,  that  they 
will  speedily  pay  their  debt,  provided  the  constitutional  protection 
of  their  fund  is  duly  respected*  When  that  period  arrives,  the  re- 
venues from  salt  and  auction  duties,  and  tolls  of  the  Erie  and  Cham- 
plain canals,  will  be  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  legislature. 
How  far  it  will  then  be  deemed  public  justice  or  good  policy  to  re- 
duce the  amount  of  the  tolls,  or  to  continue  them  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  our  works  of  internal  improvement,  will  depend  entirely 
uponjhe  future  representatives  of  the  people. 

In  reference  to  the  subject  of  revenue  and  internal  improvements, 
I  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  last  legislature,  the  propriety 
of  taking  measures  to  procure  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue 
of  the  United  States.  The  same  suggestion  was  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  congress,  in  his  first  message,  and  has  been  renewed  by  him 
in  his  late  communication  to  that  body.  I  find  also  that  one  of  my 
most  distinguished  predecessors  alluded  to  the  same  subject  in^his 
message  in  1827.  J  esteem  it  of  sufiicient  importance  to  renew  the 
suggestion,  and  press  it  earnestly  upon  your  consideration.  We 
have  the  fullest  assurance,  that  the  President  will  steadily  adhere 
to  his  doctrines  regarding  the  power  of  congress  over  roads- and  ca* 
nals,  80  that  the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  except  the  three  per 
eents,  wiU  be  provided  for  within  three  years. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  it  was  deemed  proper 
to  place  all  the  revenues  derived  from  customs,  at  the  disposal  of  the 
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general  government.  Inasmuch  as  that  government  assumed  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  and  was  charged  with  our  foreign  relations, 
ihe  protection  of  commerce,  and  the  military  and  naval  defence  of 
the  country,  it  certainly  was  a  wise  and  equitable  disposition  of  that 
great  source  of  revenue :  Yet,  thereby,  the  individual  states  are  de- 
prived of  those  ready  means  of  supplying  their  wants  by  indirect 
taxation,  upon  which  every  nation  mainly  relies  ;  and  those  states 
which  have  no  demesnes,  or  other  public  funds,  are  constrained  to 
raise  revenue  by  a  direct  tax.  This  latter  kind  of  taxation  is,  from 
the  nature  of  it,  unequal,  and  draws  more  than  a  due  proportion  from 
the  farmer.  During  the  last  forty  years,  we  have  passed  through 
all  the  vicissitudes  to  which  our  government  is  exposed ;  and  ex-  ' 
perience  has  shewn,  that  without  burdening  commerce,  the  means 
of  revenue  placed  al  the  disposal  of  congress,  will  yield  much  more 
than  can  be  required  to  administer  the  government  in  peace,  or  to 
recover  from  extraordinary  demands  upon  the  treasury  during  war. 
Af  proof  of  this,  the  government  has  expended,  on  questionable  au- 
thority, large  sums  of  money  for  internal  improvements ;  while  it 
has  continued  to  pay  more  than  ten  millions  of  dollars  annually  to- 
wards reducing  the  public  debt.  There  is,  therefore,  abundant  rea- 
son to  believe,  that  a  portion  of  the  revenue  from  customs  may, 
without  inconvenience,  be  permanently  appropriated,  and  restored 
to  the  several  states,  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  interfere  with  the 
necessary  paramount  control  over  their  collection  by  the  national 
authorities. 

It  iS)  without  doubt,  the  most  just  and  economical  mode  of  col- 
lecting taxes.  It  is  done  by  fewer  officers,  and  without  that  offen- 
sive inquisition  into  the  affairs  of  individuals,  which  is  an  i&dispen* 
sable  concomitant  of  direct  internal  taxation.  By  this  mode,  each 
individual  fixes  the  amount  of  tax  upon  himself,  and  pays  in  pro- 
portion to  his  means,  by  the  consumption  of  those  articles  of  fo- 
reign production  upon  which  the  duties  are  levied. 

It  is,  at  least,  questionable,  whether  there  are  not  sound  objec« 
tions  to  a  mere  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenues.  Ajnong  these 
may  be  reckoned  the  uncertainty  of  the  amount,  which  changes  in 
the  tariff  rates  may  occasion;  and  the  withholding  of  dividends  en- 
tirely, in  national  emergencies,  demanding  extraordinary  expendi- 
tures. The  contingent  nature  of  the  supply  might  prevent  the 
States  from  engaging  in  enterprises  of  magnitude,  or  produce  em- 
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barrassments  should  they  be  undertaken.  This  might  be  remedied 
by  providing' that  a  fixed  sum  shall  be  annually  distributed.  The 
amount  of  that  sum  might  be  such  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  re- 
duction  of  the  present  tariff  of  duties,  should  the  public  interest  at 
any  time  require  it.  Population  is  obviously  the  true  basis  for  dis- 
tribution, inasmuch  as  the  money  would  by  that  rule  return  to  those 
who  contributed  it.  Our  State  contains  more  than  a  seventh  of  the 
population  of  the  Union,  and  our  proportion  of  seven  millions, 
would  be  an  annual  quota  of  one  million.  But  if  three  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  only  should  be  distributed,  our  proportion 
would  be  the  interest  at  five  per  cent,  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and 
would  support  our  credit  for  internal  improvements  to  a  large  amount. 
This  sum  would  be  an  indirect  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  upon  each 
individual  in  the  state,  paid  by  those  who  consume  foreign  produe- 
tions. 

I  am  aware,  that  in  recommending,  as  I  earnestly  do,  a  cautious 
policy  with  regard  to  public  expenditures,  I  point  you  to  a  path  that 
leads  rather  to  useful  results,  than  to  personal  glory  ;  but  all  of  us 
must  be  deeply  impressed  with  the  truth,  that  a  democratic  govern- 
ment can  be  sustained  only  by  public  virtue.  The  patriot  will  dis- 
card all  selfish  co/isiderations,  and  in  the  execution  of  his  trusts, 
will  suffer  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  his  country  to  take  en- 
tire possession  of  his  heart.  It  is  a  paramount  duty  of  all  the  func- 
tionaries of  the  government,  to  keep  the  people  advised  of  every  thing 
which  affects  their  interests  ;  and  on  all  occasions  to  endeavor  to 
infuse  a  spirit  of  public  morality.  That  species  of  legislation  whicK 
is  the  result  of  an  alliance  between  private  interests  and  the  excited 
feelings  of  the  community,  bearing  with  it  the  co-operation  of  the 
timid,  and  reaching  by  indirection  a  common  object,  is  immoral, 
dangerous,  and  may  ultimately  bring  ruin  upon  the  country.  Those 
who  have  designs  either  of  private  interest  or  ambition,  will  strive 
to  keep  the  public  eye  fixed  in  another  direction,  while  they  march 
to  the  accomplishment  of  their  purposes  unobserved.  I  am  persuad- 
ed, that  if  we  are  destined  to  be  ruined  by  legislation,  it  will  not  be 
by  means  of  the  comparatively  trivial  sums  which  may  be  supposed 
necessary  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  ;  not  even  by  the  waste- 
ful expenditure  of  accumulated  treasures  ;  but  by  the  allurements  of 
the  glory  of  splendid  undertakings,  and  the  legislative  power  over 
public  credit. 
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The  canal  debt  amounted  on  the  first  day  of  January  instant,  to 
|T,825,Od5,  composed  of  the  following  items : 

Erie  and  Champlain  canal  stock,  payable  1837,  6  per 

cent $2,943,500 

Do.  6  per  cent,  payable  1837  and  1845, , .  • .     4,057,535 

$7,001,036 

Oswego  5  per  cent,  in  1846  and  1849, 437,000 

Cajuga  and  Seneca  5  per  cent,  in  1849,.  • .       237,000 

Chemung  5  per  cent,  in  1850, 150,009 

-       884,000 
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#7,825,035 

The  tplls  received  upon  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals  during  the 

past  year,  will  amount  to  about  the  sum  of $1,027,327 

The  receipts  from  aucticm  duties  for  the  year  ending 

SOlb  Sept.  last, 180,613 

FWhd  salt  duties  till  31st  October  last, 164,382 

From  other  sources,      * •• 40,403^ 


■*■ 


Making  the  proceeds  of  canal  revenue  for  the  year,  $1,402,575 

Of  this  sum  there  has  been  expended  by  the  commission- 

ers,  superintendents,  collectors  and  other  canal  officers, 

about $249,056 

For  interest  of  debt, 379,695 

628,761 

Leaving  of  the  receipts  of  the  last  year  to  be  applied  to- 
wards the  payment  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canal 
debt, • $773,824 

The  sum  accumulated  from  receipts  of  former  years 
amounts  to • 878,176 

Making  the  sum  applicable  to  the  extinguishment  of  the 
principal  of  that  debt, $1,652,000 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  Canal. 

The  ei:penses  of  superintendence  and  collection  for  the  last  year, 
wiUi  the  expenditures  of  the  canal  commissioners,  as  iar  as  can  now 

be  aseertaJQed,  will  amount  to  about ^.  • . »    $13,086 

For  bterest upon  the  debt, «• 11,860 

$24,945 
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Oawego  Canal. 
Expenses  of  superintendence,  &c $17,751 

Interest  upon  the  debt, 21,850 

39,601 

Making  total  annual  expense,  •  •    $64,546 
The  tolls  received  during  the  past  year  from  the  Cayugti 

and  Seneca  canal  is  about • $1 1,864 

Tolls  and  rents  from  surplus  waters  from  the  Os- 
wego canal, .  • • •  •  •     12,812 

24,676 

'   Leaving  a  balance  of  expenditures  more  than  the  receipts 

from  the  tolls  of  those  two  canals,  of • $39,870 

Of  the  amount  of  the  above  expenditures  on  account  of  the  Oswe* 
go  canal,  $3,310  has  been  paid  for  damages.  There  has  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Oswego  canal^  for  bonds  and  mortgages  transferred 

to  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canal  fund, $30,268 

For  principal  and  interest  of  bonds  for  lands  sold  belong- 
ing to  that  fund, 3,240 

Milking,  $38,608 

Of  this  sum  $22,491  have  been  paid  for  the  balance  of  expen-^ 
ditures  due  from  this  canal  the  last  year,  and  the  balance  has 
been  applied  towards  the  deficit  of  the  present  year.  This  sum,  be- 
ing $11,017,  deducted  from  the  above  balance  of  $39,870,  leaves 
t went j-eight thousand  seven  hundied  and  ninety-three  dollars,  which 
was  made  bj^  law  chargeable  upon  the  general  fund,  and  has  been  in 
part  paid  from  th^t  source. 

There  is  no  one  of  our  public  institutions  of  more  importance,  or 
which  has  better  fulfilled  public  expectation,  than  that  providing  for 
instruction  in  common  schools.  The  large  fund,  appropriated  to  that 
object,  has  produced  a  complete  organization  throughout  the  state ; 
and  although  the  system  has  had  to  encounter  all  the  obstacles  to  a 
new  enterprize  of  such  magnitude  in  its  operations  and  objects,  ye 
it  has  been  well  seconded  by  public  zeal  and  liberality.  Its  imper^ 
fections  may  receive  some  correction  from  legislation,  yet  more  is  to 
be  hoped  from  individual  exertions,  to  carry  the  design  of  the  legis- 
lature into  effect  within  the  several  districts. 


No.  {.]  16 

There  are  nine  thousand  and  sixty-two  school  districts  in  this  statCi 
and  ei^t  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty  Have  made  returns  accord* 
ing  to  the  statute.  One  hundred  and  ninety  new  districts  have  been 
ibnned  during  the  year,  and  the  number  which  have  made  returns 
has  increased  three  hundred  thirty-eight  in  the  same  period.  There 
are  in  the  districts  from  which  reports  have  been  received,  four  hui>- 
*dred  ninety-sevon  thousand  five  hundred  and  three  children  between 
five  and  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  four  hundred  ninety-nine  thousand 
four  hundred  twenty*four  scholars  have  been  taught  during  the  year 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  state ;  the  general  average  of  instruc- 
tion having  been  about  eight  months.  The  returns  show  an  increase 
of  children  between  five  and  sixteen,  compared  with  the  preceding 
year,  of  twenty-four  thousand  one  hundred  ninety-four,  and  an  in- 
crease of  the  number  instructed,  of  nineteen  thousand  three  hundred 
eiglity-three'  scholars. 

The  public  money  apportioned  among  the  several  school  districts 
during  the  past  year,  amounts  to  two  hundred  thirty-nine  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars.  Of  this  sum,  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  was  paid  from  the  state  treasury,  and  the  residue  was 
derived  from  a  tax  upon  the  several  towns,  and  from  local  funds  pos- 
sessed by  some  of  them.  In  addition  to  the  public  money,  there  has 
been  paid  to  teachers  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  districts  three  hun- 
dred forty-six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven  dollars,  making  a 
total  of  five  hundred  eighty-six  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars,  paid  for  teachers'  wages  alone,  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
state. 

The  want  of  suitable  school  books,  and  uniformity  in  their  use, 
and  of  competent  teachers,  seem  to  be  the  evils  under  which  tlie 
system  continues  to  labor.  For  the  mere  purpose  of  reading  and 
arithmetic,  selections  may  be  made,  among  the  various  books  ex- 
tant, of  such  as  are  perfectly  adapted  to  the  purpose.  But  I  feel  con- 
fident that,  under  proper  regulations,  a  vast  amount  of  knowledge  in 
the  arts  and  sciences,  connected  with  agriculture  and  handicraft, 
which  are  simple  in  their  principles,  and  easily  comprehended, 
might  be  taught  to  children  during  those  years  which  are  usually 
spent  at  common  schools.  For  this  purpose,  suitable  books  should 
be  provided,  and  such  teachers  only,  as  are  competent  to  instruct 
from  them,  should  be  employed.  I  am  happy  to  perceive  that  gen- 
tlemen, abundantFy  competent  to  throw  light  upon  this  subject,  are 
moving  to  consult  each  other,  and  to  devise  remedies  for  the  exist- 
ing evils. 
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The  public  attention  seems  to  be  awakened  to  the  subject  of  edu* 
cation  in  all  the  departments  of  knowledge,  from  that  which  simply 
makes  the  possessor  familiar  with  his  duties  as  a  citizen,  up  to  IhcNie 
which  enable  him  to  draw  from  the  arcana  of  nature  her  treasoree, 
w  to  contend  in  full  panoply  where  honors  are  to  be  won  for  himself 
and  his  country,  in  the  lists  of  literary  emulation.  While  know- 
ledge, by  its  intimate  connexion  with  the  harmonious  action  and  du* 
rability  of  our  political  institutions,  has  secured  for  its  advancement, 
the  efforts  of  individual  enterprize,  it  will  undoubtedly  receive  from 
you  due  attention  and  patronage. 

The  success  which  continues  to  attend  the  operations  of  the  two 
medical  institutions  which  have  been  taken  under  the  patronage  of 
the  State,  is  the  highest  tribute  to  the  talents  and  perseverance  of 
the  professors  who  have  them  in  charge.  The  number  of  students 
at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  the  city  of  New- York, 
.  is  at  this  time  about  one  hundred  and  seventy.  The  anatomical 
class  is  the  largest  which  has  assembled  for  years,  and  an  increase 
of  pupils  in  every  course  of  instruction  is  confidently  anticipated. 
It  is  matter  of  regret,  that  this  institution  is  laboring  under  pecunia- 
ry embarrassments,  arising  from  causes  of  somewhat  remote  origin, 
which  threaten,  if  not  removed,  materially  to  affect  its  future  prospe- 
rity. The  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  Western  Dis- 
trict, has  opened  the  present  season  with  a  class  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  students. 

In  my  last  message,  I  gtfve  a  minute  account  of  the  structure,  dis- 
cipline, and  condition  of  our  state  prisons.  A  brief  notice  of  them 
only,  is  now  necessary. 

The  prison  at  Auburn  contains  five  hundred  and  fifty  cells  in  its 
north  wing,  and  had,  on  the  seventh  day  of  December  last,  six  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  convicts.  Of  the  sixty-six  surplus  convicts,  twen- 
ty-five are  females,  and  confined  in  one  room ;  the  residue  are  lodg- 
ed in  large  rooms,  under  great  disadvantages,  in  the  south  wing.  In 
the  exercise  of  a  power  conferred  upon  the  Executive  by  law,  I  di- 
rected, during  the  month  of  February  last,  the  sheriffs  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Herkimer,  Oneida,  Otsego,  Chenango  and  Broome,  to  convey 
their  convicts  in  future  to  the  prison  at  Sing-Sing,  instead  of  Aubmn. 
Since  that  time,  the  number  at  Auburn  has  declined  from  about  six 
hundred  and  fifty  to  the  present  number. 
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The  prison  at  Sing-Sing  contains  eight  hundred  eeUs,  and  had,  on 
die  Iwenty-fourth  day  of  December  last,  eight  hundred  and  six  pri« 
flooers,  having  increased  two  hundred  and  twentj-eight  during  the 
list  year.  Of  these,  one  hundred  and  fourteen  have  been  received 
froiD  the  citj  of  New-York  alone.  Finding  that  the  accommodations 
for  prisoners  were  likely  to  be  insuflSeient  for  the  probable  increase, 
I  recommended,  by  special  message,  at  the  last  session,  the  immedi- 
ate coDStruction  of  two  hundred  cells  at  Sing-Sing,  and  ten  thousand 
doUtrs  were  appropriated  for  that  purpose.  These  cells,  from  causes 
not  anticipated,  have  not  been  built,  but  I  am  informed  that  they  are 
now  in  progress.  It  id  evident  that  our  prisons  must  be  enlarged 
without  delay.  The  reports  of  the  officers  of  the  prisons  will  put  you 
in  ^ssession  of  all  the  facts  necessary  to  enable  you  to  act  on  the 
subject 

The  condition  of  the  female  convicts  is  a  serious  evil ;  and  I  feel 
it  my  duty  to  press  earnestly  upon  your  attention  the  subject  of  a 
separate  penitentiary  for  them,  constructed  with  single  dormitories, 
where  they  will  be  subjected  to  the  discipline  which  has  been  so 
efficacious  in  the  good  government  of  our  prisons,  and  to  some  ex- 
tent in  reforming  male  convicts.  The  whole  number  of  female  con- 
riots  now  supported  by  the  state  at  Auburn,  and  at  the  penitentiary 
in  the  city  of  New-Tork,  is  sixty-three.  Humanity,  and  I  believe 
good  economy,  require  that  this  subject  should  be  no  longer  neglect* 
ed.  A  separate  building  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sing-Sing  might  be 
cheaply  erected  out  of  the  materials  at  hand,  by  the  labor  of  the  con- 
victs, and  the  female  convicts  might  be  placed -in  it,  under  the  go* 
vemment  of  the  officers  of  that  prison. 

I  am  not  able  to  state  the  amount  of  the  earnings  of  the  convicts 
at  Sing-Sing,  nor  to  compare  it  with  the  expenses  for  their  support. 
Bat  I  learn  from  the  agent  of  the  Auburn  prison,  that  he  will  not  find 
it  necessary  to  apply  for  any  appropriation  from  the  treasury. 

The  expenditures  for  that  prison,  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
thirty-first  day  of  October  last,  including  the  extra  expense  of  buil- 
ding one  hundred  feet  pf  workshops,  repairs  of  the  north  wing  which 
was  damaged  by  fire,  and  all  the  necessary  repairs  in  and  about  the 
prison,  amounted  to  thirty-six  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-six 
dollars.  The  earnings  of  the  convicts  during  the  same  time,  amounted 
to  fi>rty  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-one  doUats. 

I  have  pardoned  firom  the  state  prison  during  the  past  year,  seven- 
ty-«x  convicts.    A  great  proportion  of  them  are  persona  to  whom 
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lay  attention  was  called  by  the  officers  of  the  respectirc  prisons,  and 
whoiirere  commended  to  executive  clemency  by  their  youth,  or  Icmg 
•enttnces,  particularly  those  for  life,  on  account  of  trifling  burglaries. 
t  found  them  enduring  punishments  incompatible  with  the  mitigated 
severity  of  our  criminal  laws. 

Farther  reflection  and  experience  confirm  me  in  the  opinion  that 
INinishment  by  imprisonment  for  life,  should  be  rarely  inflicted,  ex- 
cept where  a  previous  term  of  imprisonment  has  failed  to  produce 
reform.  Punishment  loses  part  of  its  terrors,  if  the  convict  may  look 
with  hope  to  the  executive  power  for  a  pardon,  on  the  facts  alone 
upon  which  the  judges  pronounced  the  sentence  of  the  law.  All 
feflebting  men  agree  in  the  opinion,  that  certainty  is  more  efficacious 
in  producing  reform,  than  severity  of  punishment. 

There  have  been  three  convictions  for  capital  crimes  during  the 
year,  and  one  execution.  I  felt  it  my  duty,  on  examining  the  testi- 
mony, to  commute  the  punishment  of  one  (a  female)  to  three  years 
imprisonment,  and  the  other  to  imprisonment  for  life  in  the  state 
prison. 

While  I  renew  the  suggestion,  that  the  punishment  by  death  for 
arson  is  incompatible  with  the  philanthropy  of  the  age,  I  am  impelled 
to  add)  waiving  the  question  in  casuistry,  whether  it  is  proper  in  any 
case  to  take  life,  that  the  punishment  of  death  in  all  cases  of  mere 
technical  murder  is  unreasonably  severe.  I  have  adhered  to  a  senae 
i>f  duty  in  refusing  to  stay  execution,  in  every  case  of  clear 
murder  within  the  existing  laws;  while  I  have  sometimes  felt  that 
the  measure  of  punishment  was  disproportionately  severe  for  the 
crime.  I  think  that  a  portion  of  your  time  might  be  well  employed 
in  the  inquiry  whether  the  crime  of  murder  can  not  be  so  defined, 
or  the  punishment  for  the  minor  species  of  it  so  modified,  as  to  limit 
the  punishment  of  death  to  cases  of  actual  premeditated  homicide. 

The  result  of  inquiries  which  have  been  made  in  Europe  confirms 
the  ^oductions  of  reason,  that  the  higher  crimes  are  lessened  as  men 
become  more  civilized  and  enlightened  ;  and  that  though  ofiiencea 
against  property  may  increase,  crimes  against  the  person  are  invari- 
ably diminished.  It  would  be  productive  of  much  good,  if  measures 
ahould  be  adopted  for  taking  the  statistics  of  crime  within  this  state. 
Interesting  tables  might  be  formed,  which  would  enable  us  to  insti- 
tute a  comparison  with  other  countries,  and  to  determine  how  far  the 
commission  of  crime  is  influenced  by  the  nature  of  our  government, 
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hy  &e  iaIeUigenee  and  wealth  dififuaed  among  our  people,  and  hy  our 
mode  and  degree  of  punishments.  We  should  be  able  ako  to  oom- 
pire  jear  with  year,  and  have  eoroe  data  for  regulating  our  criminal 
code,  and  producing  a  uniformity  in  sentences. 

U  justices  of  the  peace,  and  other  judicial  peace  officers,  should 
be  reqaired  by  law  to  return  annually  to  the  county  clerks'  officfa^ 
an  account  of  the  number  of  warrants  issued,  of  accused  ezafloined, 
and  of  supposed  culprits  committed ;  and  courts  of  special  seasionty 
the  number  of  persons  acquitted  and  convicted  before  them ;  and 
other  courts,  the  number  indicted,  acquitted  and  convicted,  together 
with  the  nature  of  the  offences  and  the  punishments  inflicted,  the 
retttras  of  the  several  county  clerks  would  enable  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  preaent  a  full  and  perfect  view  of  that  subject. 

i  recommend  also  to  your  consideration  the  condition  of  our  eountj 
prisons,  under  the  conviction  that  great  evils  exist  in  our  arrange- 
ments there ;  and  in  the  hope  that  you  will  devise  some  remedy  for 
the  spreading  of  vice  in  those  common  receptacles  of  the  suspected 
and  convicted,  the  young  and  the  old,  the  adept  and  the  novice  id 
crime.  Those  sentenced  to  punishment  should  be  compelled  to  per- 
form some  useful  labor,  and  the  accused  should  have  an  opporluni^ 
to  keep  themselves  employed. 

The  House  of  Refuge  in  the  city  of  New-<York,  as  a  penitentiary 
which  operates  at  the  root,  and  io  instrumental  in  the  prevention  of 
crime,  and  as  having  been  patronused  by  the  State,  is  deserving  of 
notice.  The  building  will  accommodate  two*hundred  and  fifty-two 
boys,  and  sixty-eight  girls,  with  separate  cells ;  and  has  corresponding 
arrangements  for  the  convenience  of  its  government,  the  instruction 
of  its  inmates,  and  the  care  of  the  sick.  There  are  now  in  the  house 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  boys,  and  forty-four  girls,  nearly  all 
of  whom  are  in  a  course  of  instruction  in  trades.  The  funds  provi* 
ded  by  the  government  are  ample  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  insti- 
tution. 

During  the  last  fell,  I  visited  the  quarantine  establishment  ai  Sti^ 
ten  Island,  under  the  management  of  the  health  officers  for  tho  city 
of  New-York.  While  there,  I  sanctioned  the  erection  of  permanent 
balldings  for  a  farm  and  wash-house,  and  other  necessary  works  and 
repairs  about  the  dock.  They  have  all  been  finished,  at  an  expense 
of  about  eight  thousf^nd  five  hundred  dpUars.  The  establishment  is 
npw  (^oQiple^,  evi^ry  edi^ce.  is  durable,  and  the  whole  preseots  an 


30  [Ai 

appearance  of  cleanliness  and  order,  which  reflects  great  credit  upon 
the  officers  who  have  it  in  charge. 

A  larger  amount  of  money  |ias  been  received  at  that  esf ablishment 
during  the  last  year,  than  in  any  former  year.  Its  receipts  have  been 
sufficient  to  pay  all  debts,  make  the  necessary  buildings  and  repairSy 
pa^  the  annuity  to  the  House  of  Refuge,  and  enable  the  commifr- 
sioners  to  pay  over  to  the  Comptroller  a  surplus  of  about  three 
thousand  dollars  towards  a  mariners'  fund.  It  is  not  probable  that 
hereafter  the  average  annual  surplus  will  equal  that  of  the  last  year; 
and  it  will  consequently  require  a  long  time  to  accumulate,  by  them 
small  means,  a  sufficient  capital  to  yield  a  revenue  largo  enough  to 
do  much  good.  It  is  perhaps  worthy  of  consideration,  whether  it 
would  not  be  more  just  towards  those  from  whom  thb  fund  is  derived, 
to  employ  the  annual  surplus  in  relieving  the  wants  of  sailors  during 
the  winter  season.  They  could  be  provided  for  at  the  New«York 
hospital,  or  at  the  establishment  at  Staten  Island. 

Our  laws  relative  to  imprisonment  for  debt  should  be  carefully 
examined,  for  the  purpose  of  amendment.  The  notion  of  imprison- 
ment in  the  nature  of  punishment  for  debt,  is  repugnant  to  humanity, 
and  condemned  by  wisdom.  Among  the  early  Romans,  the  unfortu- 
nate debtor  and  his  family  became  the  slaves  of  his  creditor ;  and 
the  hoary  veteran  has  exhibited  the  bleeding  traces  of  his  master's 
scourge,  mingled  with  the  scars  of  honorable  wounds  received  while 
commanding  in  his  country's  service.  This  extreme  barbarity  was 
discontinued  at  an  early  period ;  yet  the  principle  of  punishment  for 
debt,  by  depriving  the  debtor  of  his  liberty,  was  retained  by  that 
nation  through  its  subsequent  period  of  refinement,  and  has  been 
transmitted  to  this  day  through  all  the  enlightened  governments  of 
Europe.  This  trait  of  barbarism,  notwithstanding  all  our  reforma, 
still  retains  its  place  in  our  statute  book. 

Imprisonment  for  debt  should  be  tolerated  so  far  only  as  it  u 
necessary  to  enable  the  creditor  to  secure  the  property  ot  his  debtor. 
In  respect  to  debts  of  large  amount,  ample  provisions,  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  smaller  debtor,  seem  to  have  been  made ;  for  it  is  pro- 
vided that  whenever  a  person  considers  himself  insolvent,  he  maj, 
on  application  to  aproper  officer,  and  due  notice  to  his  creditors,  assign 
over  all  his  property,  and  obtain  exemption  from  arrest  or  impri- 
aonment. 

• 

With  such  ample  provision  before  us  for  the  relief  of  those  oppressed 
with  large  debts,  the  injustice  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  in  regard 
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to  the  more  heipless  class,  the  extremelj  poor,  is  yerj  striking.-*- 

Imprisonmeot  appears  to  be  wanton  when  inflicted  upon  a  person 

without  means  to  pay,  and  who  depends  upon  his  daily  labor  for  the 

maintenance  of  his  family.     A  defendant  in  execution  from  a  justices' 

court,  must  in  some  cases  remain  in  prison  thirty  days,  in  others 

sixty  days,  before  he  is  permitted  to  make  oath,  that  he  has  no  means 

for  the  payment  of  bis  debt.    It  is  this  which  fills  our  gaols.    An 

easy  remedy  may  be  prescribed,  by  permitting  a  defendant  on  the 

trial,  when  his  creditor  is  present,  to  show  his  inability  to  pay,  assign 

orer  bis  pkx>perty,  and  thereby  exempt  himself  from  imprisonment. 

This  subject  I  hope  will  engage  your  early  attention,  and  while  you 

make  ample  provision  for  the  security  of  creditors  against  frauds,  and 

to  punish  fraudulent  debtors  criminally,  that  you  will  so  modify  the 

laws,  as  to  dispense  as  far  as  practicable,  with  imprisonment  for  debt. 

The  returns  of  the  militia  show  an  effective  force  of  about  one 
hundred  alid  ninety  thousand  men.     It  is  probable,  that  these  returns 
are  somewhat  defective,  and  if  complete  would  exhibit  a  force  of 
more  than  two  hundred  thousand.     They  are  divided  into  the  seve- 
ral corps  of  horse  artillery,  cavalry,  artillery,  riflemen  and  infantry. 
A  well  organized  militia  has  always  been  esteemed  by  us,  as  the  pro- 
per defence  of  a  free  nation,  and  has  been  cherished  as  an  important 
part  of  the  arrangement  of  our  government.      A  standing  army, 
although  an  indispensable  safeguard  of  a  government  founded  on 
assumptions,  is  always  burdensome,  and  has  too  frequently  been  found 
as  formidable  to  the  people  composing  a  nation,  as  to  their  enemies 
abroad.    The  power  of  organizing  the  militia,  is  vested  by  the  con- 
stitution in  congress,  and  the  existing  laws  of  that  body  provide  for 
their  enrolment,  equipment,  discipline  and  inspection.     The  laws 
passed  on  this  subject  by  the  state  legislature  are  subordinate  to,  and 
must  not  contravene,  the  laws  of  congress.     Some  complaint  has 
been  made  of  the  burden  of  compulsory  militia  service,  and  you  may 
think  it  expedient  to  review  the  militia  law,  for  the  purposes  of 
equalizing  the  duties  and  relieving  the  service  from  any  exactions 
which  are  not  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  de- 
signed. 

It  is  still  a  striking  deficiency  in  our  eleemosynary  establishmenta, 
that  suitablefirovision  has  not  been  made  for  the  care,  comfort,  and 
restoration  of  the  insane  poor.  That  most  destitute  class  of  human 
beings,  are  unconscious  of  their  own  .wants,  and  can  make  their  appeal 
loiour  sympathies  through  the  eye  only,  an  organ  conversant  with 
external  signs,  but  incapable  of  penetrating  to  the  agony  of  the  soul» 
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Heaee  m«n  j  of  them  roam  neglected,  and  are  even  shiinned  as  objeeto 
of  dread.  The  ordinary  poor-house  proTision  is  calculated  rather  to 
secure  them  from  mischief,  than  to  administer  to  their  comfoit.  I 
hope  that  you  will  not  be  regardless  of  this  call  upon  public  duty  and 
charity,  and  that  some  provision  will  be  promptly  made  for  their 
relief.  I  am  informed  that  this  matter  has  engaged  the  attention  of 
a  neighboring  state,  and  that  suitable  provisions  are  there  in  progresa; 

The  poor-house  system,  so  happily  devised,  and  now  in  success* 
ful  operation  in  most  of  the  counties  in  the  state,  deserves  your 
attention  to  its  progressive  improvement  The  poor  under  thai 
system  are  generally  better  provided  for,  and  at  much  less  expenae 
than  formerly.  The  report  to  be  made  by  the  secretary  of  state, 
will  afford  you  such  minute  knowledge  of  the  subject,  as  will  enable 
you  to  act  understandingly  in  correcting  its  defects,  and  enlarging  iho 
sphere  of  its  useful  action. 

Near  the  end  of  the  month  of  June  last,  the  superintendent  of  the 
salt  works  at  Salina,  had  reason  to  suspect  that  frauds  upon  the  reve- 
nue were  practiced  in  carrying  off  salt,  without  paying  the  duties. 
He  instituted  inquiries,  and  as  most  of  the  salt  was  carried  off  by 
water,  he  examined  the  books  of  the  canal  collector  at  Salina.  They 
disclosed  the  fact,  that  during  the  then  month  of  June,  about  twenty- 
five  thousand  bushels  of  salt  had  been  carried  away,  which  were  not 
entered  in  the  books  of  the  superintendent  or  inspector.  He  then 
pursued  the  same  examination  back  to  the  ninth  day  of  June,  1828, 
the  time  when  the  collector's  office  was  established  at  that  place.  It 
resulted  in  a  discovery,  that  durfng  the  months  of  May  and  June, 
1830,  thirty-three  thousand  bushels,  during  the  year  18£9  ninety- 
seven  thousand  bushels,  and  in  1828  from  the  month  of  June  thirty 
thQusahd  bushels  of  salt  had  been  carried  off  by  w^ter,  without 
paying  the  duties.  The  amount  taken  away  by  land  could  not  be 
ascertained,  but  it  is  supposed  to  be  at  least  fifteen  thQUsand  bushels 
more,  making  in  the  whole  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand 
bushels ;  being  a  fraud  upon  the  revenue  to  the  amount  of  more  than 
twenty-one  thousand  dollars.  How  long  previous  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  collector's  office,  the  practice  of  smuggling  salt  had  been 
carried  on,  or  to  what  extent,  it  is  now  impossible  to  ascertain. — 
Independently  of  the  loss  to  the  revenue,  the  practice  liaa  BnateriaHy 
prejudiced  the  honest  dealer.  It  has  been  ascertained  that  these 
frauds  were  accomplished,  by  means  of  a  combination  between  eer- 
Cain  deputy  inspectors,  and  dealers.  Prosecutions  are  now  peiidia| 
against  the  transgressors* 


The  attentioD  of  the  legislature  to  this  sabjeet  is  neoesssiy  for  the 
pprpote  of  taking  measuree  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  sintflat 
tTfls.  Lcw8  imposing  criminal  punishments  upon  future  guilty  offip 
eers  nd  dealen,  ought  to  be  passed,  and  the  canal  collectors  at  Salioa, 
Sjraeuse,  Montezuma  and  Oswego,  may  be  made  instrumental,  by 
imposing  certain  duties  upon  them,  in  preventing  such  frauds  in 
fiiture.  Notwithstanding  the  depredations  upon  (he  revenue,  the 
salt  inspected  during  the  year  1830,  exceeds  that  of  the  year  1829, 
bj  about  one  hundred  and  forty-three  thousand  six  hundred  bushels* 

There  is  another  subject  connected  with  our  interesting  establiah- 
meat  for  manufacturing  salt  at  Salina,  to  which  I  am  desirous  of 
directing  your  attention.  A  large  capital  has  been  invested,  and  a 
great  many  persons  are  employed  in  the  production  of  both  coarae 
and  fine  salt.  Coarse  salt,  weighing  seventy-six  pounds,  and  of  a 
purity  equal  to  any  in  the  world,  is  sold  at  a  price,  which  yields  the 
manafacturer  nine  cents  per  statute  bushel  of  fifty-six  pounds,  and 
fine  salt  is  sold  at  six  cents.  Under  the  heavy  state  duties,  botb 
directly  upon  the  article,  and  indirectly  through  canal  tolls  upon  that 
transported  to  a  distance,  the  dealers  have  pushed  it  into  competition 
with  the  foreign  article  east,  upon  the  Hudson  river  and  northern 
canal,  and  west  as  far  down  the  Ohio  river,  as  Wheeling. 

The  law  passed  at  the  last  session  of  congress  reduced  the  duty 
upon  foreign  salt  five  cents,  on  the  first  day  of  the  present  raonth> 
and  will  reduce  it  five  cents  more  on  the  first  day  of  January  next ; 
making  a  reduction  in  the  whole  of  ten  cents,  being  one  cent  more 
than  the  value  of  coarse  salt,  at  the  manufactory.  It  is  evident  that 
the  effect  of  this  reduction  will  be  to  circumscribe  our  salt  trade,  and 
ruin  many  of  those  engaged  in  its  production.  It  has  been  supposed, 
that  ihe  conatitution,  securing  the  duties  without  diminution  to  the 
aanal  fund,  presents  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  relief.  Yet  a  remedy 
hj  bounty  or  otherwise  may  be  found,  and  the  subject  is  of  sufficient 
jmportafice,  both  as  it  regards  the  persons  concerned  in  the  mano- 
iactnre  of  a  commodity  of  indispensable  necessity,  and  as  it  ooncems 
revenue,  to  engage  your  earnest  attention. 


I  have  received  an  interesting  report  from  the  President  of  the 
Hudson  and  Delaware  canal,  which  I  consider  of  sufficient  importance 
to  transmit  to  you  herewith. 

The  State  has  an  interest  in  the  success  of  this  canal,  on  account 
of  the  large  loan,  which  it  has  made  in  aid  of  its  operations.     The 
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report  shows,  that  the  compenj  is  likely  to  fulfil,  not  only  its  obligsr 
tioDS,  but  also  the  expectations  which  it  had  created*  This  work 
is  also  interesting  on  account  of  its  opening  a  new  channel  of  trade, 
and  introducing  through  it  to  our  markets  on  important  article  of 
necessary  consumption. 

Among  the  multiCarious  concerns  of  our  State  which  will  pr^ss 
themselves  upon  your  notice,  the  great  interests  of  agriculture, 
manufactures  and  commerce  cannot  fail  to  be  kept  constantly  in  view. 
While  all  your  measures  of  general  policy,  will  have  a  bearing  upon 
these  primary  interests,  it  will  become  you  specially  to  consider  how 
far  you  can,  by  measures  directly  bearing  upon  them,  aid  in  multi- 
plying their  objects  and  resources,  and  thereby  increase  the  wealthi 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  State. 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature,  during  the  last 
session,  I  issued  instructions  to  the  Commissary-General  to  open  a 
negociation  with  the  general  government,  for  the  settlement  of  the 
unliquidated  ordnance  account.  He  commenced  a  correspondence 
with  the  subordinate  officers,  who  have  heretofore  been  charged 
with  that  matter,  which  produced  no  result,  for  want  of  proper  au- 
thority  on  their  part.  He  afterwards  brought  the  subject  directly 
to  the  notice  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  who  has  recently  empowered 
an  agent  to  attend  to  it,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  favorable  result  will 
be  produced,  without  incurring  the  expense  of  an  attendance  at  the 
seat  of  government. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Attorney-General  relative  to 
the  suits,  on  the  claim  of  John  Jacob  Astor,  and  our  controversy 
with  New-Jersey. 

In  the  month  of  February  last  I  concluded  a  treaty  with  the 
Orchard  party  of  the  Oneida  Indians,  by  which  they  ced^d  to  this 
State  one  thousand  acres  of  their  land.  During  the  last  summer  the 
Agent  of  the  State  accompanied  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  of 
this  party,  and  about  one  hundred  of  the  first  Christian  party  of 
Oneida  Indians  to  their  lands  near  Green  Bay.  I  have  receiyed 
from  the  highest  sources,  information  that  the  Oneida  Indians  who 
have  removed  to  that  place,  are  very  much  improved  in  their  condi- 
tion. They  evince  an  industry,  providence  and  sobriety,  which 
have  stamped  a  new  character  upon  them. 

The  act  for  the  employment  of  Special  Counsel,  to  prosecute  the 
abdoctors  of  Wflliam  Morgan,  wOl  expire  by  its  own  limitation,  on 


the  irai  d«y  of  May  next,  and  it  will  be  your  duty  to  determine 
vp«m  the  propriety  of  its  further  eoDtiouance.  It  is  much  to  be  re- 
setted, that  the  ample  provisionsi  heretofore  made  by  special  8ta« 
tutes,  to  pwusk  the  actors  in  this  eonspiracy,  have  not  produced  re- 
sults as  faTorable  to  the  cause  of  vindicatory  justice,  as  all  well  wish- 
ers to  good  order  have  desired.  Money  has  been  placed  at  the  dis- 
cretionary dbposal  of  the  officer  intrusted  with  the  prosecutions, 
and  has  been  liberally  expended  by  him.  No  item  which  he  has 
certified  to  be  necessary,  has  been  rejected  by  the  accounting  offi- 
cer^ and  no  justifiable  aid,  within  the  constitutional  power  of  the 
Executive,  during  my  administration^  has  been  withheld.  It  is  but 
justice  to  myself  to  say,  that  in  all  cases  where  the  Executive  arm 
was  necessary  to  reach  fugitives,  who  had  taken  shelter  from  the 
ordinary  process  of  our  courts  within  the  jurisdiction  of  other  states, 
it  has  been  stretched  out  for  that  purpose :  and  that  where,  from  ac- 
cidental causes,  courts  were  like  to  fail  for  want  of  presiding  officers, 
my  exertions  kave  always  been  unremitted  and  uniformly  success- 
fill  to  sustain  them.  The  statute  of  limitations  closed  upon  the 
inisdeffieanors  growing  out  of  this  outrage,  in  September  1829. 
The  judge  of  the  Eighth  Circuit  informed  me,  that  he  should  resign 
at  a  certain  period,  whereby  the  opportunity  to  present  indictments 
in  the  counties  of  Niagara  and  Monroe,  before  they  should  be  bar- 
red, would  be  lost.  I  commenced  an  active  correspondence  with 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  judges  of  the  other  circuits, 
who  were  then  busied  in  holding  courts  within  their  respective  dis- 
tricts, and  finally  made  arrangements,  by  means  of  which  courts  in 
Iboth  those  counties  were  held  in  season,  and  a  sufficient  time,  to 
enable  the  public  prosecutor  to  present  all  the  indictments  which  he 
was  prepared  to  sustain. 

The  great  number  of  indictments  pending  in  the  county  of  Niaga- 
ra, was  supposed  to  present  a  good  reason  for  the  appointment  of  a 
speciat  circuit  court,  in  the  hope,  among  other  considerations,  that 
all  the  prosecutions  might  be  disposed  of,  so  as  to  quiet  the  public 
mind,  and  put  a  stop  fo  the  large  annual  expenses  incurred  by  unne- 
cessary procrastination.  A  law  was  accordingly  passed,  at  the  last 
session,  directing  a  court  to  be  held  by  one  of  the  justices  of  the  su- 
preme court,  on  the  first  Monday  of  June  last,  a  period  sufficiently 
distant  from  the  time  of  passing  the  act,  to  enable  the  special  coun- 
sel, then  familiarly  acquainted  with  the  subject,  and  in  the  posses- 
sion of  all  the  information,  and  of  a  knowledge  of  ail  the  witnesses, 
to  prepare  the  causes  for  trial.    I  was  surprised  by  receiving  in  the 
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ttonth  of  May  the  resignation  of  tHe  special  counsel ;  an  incident  of 
w^icb  I  bad  no  previous  intimation.  I  corresponded  immediatelj 
with  eounsel|  by  me  thought  qualified  to  discharge  those  important 
duties  upon  an  emergency,  and  succeeded,  eventually,  in  inducing 
'Mr.  Birdseye,  of  Onondaga,  a  gentleman  of  respectable  talents,  and 
long  experience  in  criminal  prosecutions,  to  accept  the  trust.  In 
the  mean  time,  I  directed  the  late  special  counsel  to  deliver  over  to 
the  district  attorney  of  Niagara  county,  all  the  papers  and  informa- 
tion in  his  possession,  and  requested  the  district  attorney  to  proceed 
in  preparing  the  causes  for  the  court.  Deeming  it  my  duty  to  omit 
no  proper  measures  for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  trials,  I  also 
employed  Bowen  Whiting,  esquire,  the  district  attorney  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Ontario,  who  had  been  the  prosecutor  of  the  conspirators  in  the 
lattelr  county,  to  aid  Mr.  Birdseye  in  the  prosecution,  and  promised 
to  recommend  hiin  to  the  Legislature  for  a  suitable  compensation. 
As  no  provision  has  been  made,  by  law,  for  the  employment  of  addi- 
tional counsel,  and  the  exigency  atising  from  the  then  recent  resig- 
nation of  the  special  counsel,  and  which  could  not  have  been  antici- 
pated by  the  Legislature,  made  such  aid,  in  my  opinion  necessary,  I 
do  therefore  recommend,  that  provision  be  made  to  compensate  Mr. 
Whiting  for  his  services.  The  report  of  Mr.  Birdseye  is  transmitted 
herewith. 

I  am  conscious  that  I  shall  meet  with  a  response  in  your  feelings, 
while  I  commend  to  your  friendly  aid,  those  surviving  officers  and 
privates  of  the  revolutionary  war,  who  have  not  yet  partaken  of  the 
bounty,  or  shared  in  the  justice  of  the  government.  I  allude  to- 
those  who  engaged  in  the  struggle  for  independence,  at  an  early 
stage  of  the  war,  stimulated  by  an  ardent  patriotism,  without  any 
promise  of  reward,  and  have  therefore  not  yet  been  deemed  proper 
objects  of  remuneration.  Their  services  are  certainly  not  the  less 
meritorious,  because  they  were  disinterested.  Many  of  them  have 
•lingered  to  this  day  with  disease  and  penury,  in  consequence  of  their 
early  sacrifices  in  the  common  cause.  I  trust  that  you  will  add  your 
earnest  expressions  to  the  efforts  which  wili1)e  made  by  others,  to 
procure  from  the  National  Government,  a  suitable  provision  for  their 
old  age,  out  of  our  now  exuberant  treasury. 

Highly  favored  as  we  are  by  climate,  and  an  exemption  from  those 
direful  diseases  and  terrific  convulsions  of  nature  which  shorten  life, 
or  render  its  continuance  vrretcbed,  in  otherwise  genial  climates  and 
fruitful  regions,  we  are  no  less  so  by  soil  and  mineral  treasures, 
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wittch  yield  geoerous  returns  to  the  head  of  labor.  Our  wildemets, 

penetrtted  hy  the  herdj  and  enterprising  adventurer,  and  in  latter 

times  intersected  b  j  ehannels  itt  interoonrse,  aceomplisbed  by  the 

resoorces  and  wise  policy  of  an  enlightened  gOTemment,  has  given 

place  to  highly  cultivated  fields  and  blooming  gardens,  manufaetor- 

iDg  towns,  villages  and  dties*    But  a  few  years  have  elapsed,  since 

we  were  dependent  upon  foreign  sUlI  and  industiy  for  nearly  all  of 

our  &bricated  necessaries ;  but  now,  the  nuuinfaeturer  has  almost 

imperceptibly  set  himself  down  by  the  side  of  the  agriculturist,  and 

we  are  beginning  to  be  able  to  supply  ourselves  with  all  the  wrought 

artieles  indispensable  to  our  comfort,  firom  the  American  workshops. 

While  our  population  is  rapidly  increasing  in  the  country,  and 
wealth  diffiising  itself  in  a  manner  which  shows  the  even  bearing  of 
our  political  institutions  upon  individual  rights,  our  great  commer- 
cial city,  which  connects  our  interests  by  its  trade  with  foreign  coun- 
tries, exhibits  a  population  augmented  in  a  ratio  beyond  all  former 
example.  An  increasing  attention  is  paid  by  enlightened  and  hu- 
mane individuals,  to  the  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  of  the 
riling  generation.  And  above  all,  we  enjoy  a  freedom  of  action  and 
of  conscience  in  every  thing  which  is  the  birthright  of  man,  so  Car  as 
it  is  compatible,  with  the  salutary  restraints  of  government. 


Let  it  not,  then,  be  said  of  us,  that  where  wealth  and  freedom 
reign,  contentment  fails ;  but  let  us  turn  our  eyes  and  thankful  hearts 
to  the  benevolent  Author  of  all  good,  and  beseech  him  to  guide,  by 
bb  infinite  wisdom,  our  counsels,  so  that  we  may  continue  in  his  fa- 
vor, and  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  our  blessings. 

ENOS  T.  THROOP. 
JttMiny^  January  4, 1831. 
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Documents  accompanying  the  Governor's 

Message. 

[No.  I.] 

Letter  from  the  Attorney-General,  concerning  the  Boundary 
Line  between  this  State  and  the  State  of  New-Jersey. 

Albany^  December  27, 1830. 
Si»— 

In  a  former  communication  to  your  Excellency,  (Legislative 
Documents  of  1830,  No.  IV.)  I  mentioned  the  commencement  of  a 
suit  by  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  against  the  people  of  this  state,  re- 
lative to  the  question  of  disputed  boundary  between  the  parties. 
The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  at  its  last  term,  decided 
that  the  process  previously  issued  in  the  suit,  had  not  been  duly 
served  ;  and,  without  disposing  of  the  question  of  jurisdiction, 
awarded  further  process.    This  has  subsequently  been  served  upon 
the  Governor  and  Attomey-Greneral,  and  is  returnable  on  the  first  day 
of  the  next  January  term  of  that  court.     It  is  probable  that  the  coun- 
sel for  New-Jersey  will  then  move  for  some  order  or  decree  in  the 
cause,  which  will  make  it  necessary  for  the  court  to  decide  whether 
it  can  exercise  original  and  compulsory  jurisdiction  over  a  state* 
Upon  this  question,  I  have  seen. no  cause  to  change  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed in  my  former  communication. 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 
Your  Excellency's 

Ob't.  humble  servant, 

GREENE  C-  BRONSON, 

AUamef/'General. 
His  Excellency,  Governor  Throop. 
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Letter  from  the  Attorney-General,  concerning  the  Claim 

of  John  Jacob  Astor  and  others. 

Albany y  December  S9,  1830. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  two  of  the  sufta 
brought  upon  the  claim  of  John  Jacob  Astor,  and  others,  to  certain 
lands  in  the  counties  of  Putnam  and  Dutchess,  have  been  tried,  and 
judgments  have  been  rendered  therein  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff. — 
Bilk  of  exceptions  were  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  reviewing 
those  judgments  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  pursii- 
ant  to  the  acts  of  the  legislature  of  the  jears  18S7  and  1828,  upon 
that  subject.   • 

I  had  hoped  that  nothing  would  prevent  a  decision  of  the  causes, 
at  the  next  January  term  of  the  appellate  court;  but  a  difficulty  that 
has  arisen  about  the  settlement  of  the  cases,  has  rendered  such  a  re* 
suit  impracticable,  without  the  abandonment  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fence, of  what  I  consider  important  and  legal  rights. 

Upon  each  of  the  trials,  a  very  able  charge  was  delivered  to  the 
jury:  the  substance  of  which  was~  inserted  iu  the  bills  of  exceptions, 
because  the  counsel  for  the  defence  believed  it  objectionable  in  point 
of  law.  The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  proposed  to  strike  out  this 
part  of  the  case,  and  the  whole  was  struck  out  on  the  settlement 
of  the  bills  by  the  court.  Upon  learning  this  result,  I  lost  no  time  in 
askine  the  Circuit  Court  to  reconsider  its  determination,  and  re- 
spectfully insisted  on  the  insertion  of  the  charges  as  matter  of  legal 
right  But  the  court  adhered  to  its  first  determination,  and  the  bUls 
as  settled,  do  not  even  mention  that  a  charge  was  delivered  to  the 
jury. 

Although  I  was  vety  desirous  to  terminate  this  litigation  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  in  any  event  to  avoid  any  complaint  of  delay  from 
the  opposite  party,  I  could  not  without  a  dereliction  of  duty,  proceed 
to  bring  writs  of  error,  until  a  further  effort  had  been  made  to  cor- 
rect the  bills  of  exceptions.  I  have  therefore  declined  engrossing 
tbe  bills  to  be  signed;  and  shall  (if  not  otherwise  instructed)  take 
the  proper  measures  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  at  its  next  term,  by  way  of  a  motion  for  a  man« 
damus  to  the  Circuit  Court ;  and  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  this 
proceeding,  I  shall  then  have  done  all  that  the  forms  of  law  either 
suthorise  or  require,  for  obtaining  a  proper  settlement  of  the  cases* 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 
Your  Excellency's 

Ob't.  humble  servant, 

GREENE  C.  BRONSON, 

Attorney''  Oeneral. 

His  Excellency,  Governor  Thuoop. 


•'  * 
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[No.  III.] 

Letter  from  the  Special  6ounsel,  concerning  the  Morgan 

Trials. 

To  his  ExceUencyf  EsoB  T.  Throop,  Acting  Oavemar  of  the  8taU 

of  Ifew-Vork : 
Sa- 
lt is  my  duty  to  report  to  you  the  proffress  I  have  made  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  Special  Counsel  for  conducting  the  prose- 
cntions  against  those  alleged  to  be  concerned  in  the  outrages  oom- 
mitted  on  William  Morgan. 

The  very  late  period  at  which  I  received  your  letter  intimating 
your  wish  to  devolve  this  business  on  me,  left  me  but  a  few  days  to 
arrange  my  business,  so  that  I  could  leave  it  and  travel  post  haste  to 
the  place  assigned  for  holding  the  special  circuit  designed  for  the 
trial  of  a  part  of  these  causes. 

Not  having  been  previously  initiated  into  the  peculiar  questions 
which  these  causes  involved,  and  a  stranger  to  the  witnesses,  their 
habits,  character  and  inclinations  towards  the  prosecutions ;  and 
finding  on  my  arrival  there,  many  of  tjie  material  witnesses  absent, 
I  was  necessarily  tardy  in  the  commencement  and  progress  of  the 
causes. 

I  found  there  four  indictments  to  be  tried  ;  and  tried  two  of  them. 
One  against  Brown  and  Wright,  who  were  both  acquitted  ;  and  one 
against  Ezekiel  Jewit  and  another.  Jcwit  alone  was  tried  and  ac- 
quitted. The  other  defendant  in  that  indictment  was  represented 
to  the  court  by  his  counsel  to  be  so  sick,  that  his  life  was  despaired 
of.  His  counsel  opposed  his  trial  then  on  that  ground.  Under  that 
suggestion  I  moved  the  separate  trial  of  Jewit  the  co-defendant. 

The  time  consumed  in  preparing  for  these  trials  and  getting  through 
with  them,  and  the  incidents  occuring  on  the  trials,  imposed,  as  I 
thought,  a  duty  upon  me  to  move  an  ^journment  of  the  court. 

As  to  one  indictment  against  several  yet  untried,  a  very  material 
witness  in  behalf  of  the  prosecution  was  found  to  be  so  situated  that 
be  refused  to  testify,  and  under  the  decision  of  the  court  in  the  case 
of  Mather,  I  thought  the  objection  well  taken.  This  witness  had 
been  included  in  that  indictment  as  one  of  the  defendants,  and  the 
supreme  court,  on  the  motion  of  my  predecessor,  had  ordered  a  nolle 
prosequi  as  to  him  on  the  indictment.  This  course  had  been  taken 
with  a  view  to  use  him  as  a  witness.  He  was  called  upon  the  stand 
to  testify  in  one  of  the  causes  tried,  and  refused  to  testify  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  still  another  indictment  pending  against  hini 
for  the  same  matter.  This  was  probably  unknown  or  not  advertefl 
tob^my  predecessor.  It  was  unknown  to  me  until  the  fact  dame 
out  on  the  trial.  That  indictment  was  pending  in  the  oyer  and  ter- 
miner of  Niagara  county.  But  at  the  time  the  fact  came  to  my 
knowledge,  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  (in  session  in  connection 
with  the  special  circuit)  had  been  adjourned  wftbout  day,  the  judges 
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being  impatient  to  be  dismissed,  and  no  business  occurring  to  me  as 
likely  to  need  their  attendance. 

Under  those  circumstances,  a  necessity  seemed  to  be  imposed  up- 
on me  to  have  the  special  circuit  adjourned  to  some  day  beyond  the 
then  next  oyer  and  terminer  for  the  county  of  Niagara,  so  that  at 
sueb  cpurt  a  nolle  pmsequi  might  be  had  on  the  old  indictment.  That 
next  court  being  the  sixteenth  of  November,  it  was  adjourned  over 
to  the  second  Monday  of  January ;  a  nolle  prosequi  has  been  had 
upon  the.  former  indictment,  and  the  objection  is  now  removed. 

The  course  taken  by  some  of  the  witnesses  at  the  Lockport  cir- 
cuit, and  the  satisfactory  evidence  that  we  had,  that  other  mateijal 
^nd  important  witnesses  had  either  voluntarily  absented  themselves, 
or '  be^n  persuaded  to  abscond,  were  additional  consideratioiiG}  as  1 
thou^hty  why  it  was  not  my  duty  to  put  any  more  on  trial  thep,  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  a  formal  acquittal. 

The.pourse  of  witnesses  alluded  to,  was  that  of  one  who  refiused 
to.answe^  questions  decided  by  the  court  to  be  proper  and  pertinent, 
and  that  of  two  others  who  refused  to  be  sworn  at  all.  Thesis  were 
promptly  punished  by  the  court  for  the  contempts.  Another  ab* 
sconaed  during  the  trial  in  which  his  testimony  was  wanted.  Hqw 
far  the  contumacious  witnesses  were  influenced  to  the  course  they 
took,  by  the  persuasions  or  advice  of  interested  friends,  I  Jhaye  up 
means  of  knowing,  but  presume  that  the  ascertained  l^gal  com^^ 
quences  of  such  conduct,  or  the  manner  in  which  public  opinion  haa 
relished  it,  will  prevent  a  repetition  of  such  acts  of  defiance  agw)st 
the  authority  of  the  government. 

At  the  recent  trial  of  Gillis,  Whitney,  one  of  the  witnesses  who 
refused  at  Lockport  to  be  sworn,  altered  his  course  and  testified,-rt- 
Had  he  testified  at  Lockport  to  what  he  has  since,  and  bad  Bruce 
testified  there  to  what  he  had  before,  I  believe  the  only  possible 
point  of  uncertainty  with  the  jury  in  the  ease  of  BrowQ  and  \yi;ight« 
(that  of  Morgan's  being  in  the  carriage  with  which  they  had  to  do,) 
would  have  been  dispelled.  As  to  Turner,  who  refused  on  the  trial 
<^  £zekiel  Jewet,  to  testify  to  the  hcip  believed  to  be  withiQ  his 
knowledge,  w*e  have  not  the  same  certain  means  of  knowing  that. hi^ 
testimony  should  have  convicted  the  defendant. 

As  to  the  witness  Giddings  who  absconded  during  the  trial  of 
Jewit,  his  course  was  equally  a  surprize  upon  the  prosecution.  It 
is  known  that  he  had  once  before  been  presented  before  a  court  i^ 
Ontario  county  and  there  rejected  for  the  want  of  the  suppo9io4  re^. 
quisiie  religious  belief. 

Soon  after  my  arrival  at  Lockport,  I  was  addressed  by  the  defend- 
ant's counsel  to  know  if  I  should  examine  him.  I  took  time  to  aa* 
certain  all  the  facts  so  as  to  answer  understandingly,  but  reciprocat- 
ing the  freedom  which  dictated  the  inquiry,  I  asked  the  defeodaj^t'^ 
counsel  to  say  to  me  whether,  if  he  were  examined,  any  attack  would 
be  made  upon  his  character  for  truth  and  veracity.  I  received,  ibr 
answer  that  his  character  in  that  respect  would  not  be  attacked,  for 
they  knew  it  could  not  be.  Having  made  deliberate  examination  as 
to  the  extent  of  the  testimony  in  the  power  of  theprosec^tio^.  to 
produce,  to  sustain  him  on  the  matter  of  fact  ruled  again^  ki«^  iff 
Ontario ;  and  also  having  formed  a  most  deliberate  conviction  jttkal 
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that  decision  was  erroneous  in  point  of  law,  and  after  the  assurance 
of  the  defendant's  counsel  as  to  his  character  for  truth  and  veracity, 
^ich  I  found  confirmed  on  inquiry,  I  felt  bound  to  say  that  I  should 
examine  him  if  permitted.  Any  remarks  upon  the  reasons  for  his 
departure,  would  be  improperly  introduced  here,  as  he  has  yet  to 
answer  for  that. 

One  other  incident  disclosed  upon  the  Lockport  trials,  seems  to 
be  of  such  a  nature  as  to  deserve  to  be  brought  oflBcially  to  the  notice 
of  your  Excellency.  One  witness  persisted  in  swearing  impliedly  to 
the  murder  of  Morgan,  in  order  to  protect  himself  from  answering  the 
qaestions  put  to  him ;  swearing,  as  the  reason  for  such  refusal,  that 
he  might  thereby  implicate  himself  as  an  accessary  before  the  fact  in 
the  murder  of  \Villiam  Morgan ;  and  persisted  in  the  answers  after 
beihg  cautioned  by  the  Judge  that  he  would  perjure  himself  by  such 
answers,  unless  Morgan  was  in  fact  murdered,  and  unless  he  had 
satisfactory  knowledge  or  information  of  the  fact,  or  at  least  some- 
thing more  than  mere  hearsay  or  public  rumoi ;  and  that  if  the  laws 
of  man  did  not  punish  him,  the  laws  of  God  would. 

Mature  reflection  on  this  incident,  as  well  as  the  general  history  of 
these  prosecutions,  where  we  have  found  so  many  stratagems  re- 
sorted tOj  to  frustrate  inquiry,  has  induced  me  to  venture  the  sus- 
gestioft,  whether  the  constitutional  guarantee  that  no  man  in  a  cn- 
mioal  ease  should  be  compelled  to  be  a  witness  against  himself,  ought 
not  to  be  placed  by  a  general  statute  upon  a  different  footing  than 
that  of  a  judicial  immunity  from  testifying,  on  the  ground  that  such 
testimony  may  be  subsequently  used  for  the  conviction  of  the  wit- 
ness. Ought  not  the  witness  io  be  compelled  to  testify  ;  and  would 
not  his  security  from  any  ill  effects  of  such  disclosure  be  sufficient, 
if  that  testimony  were  inadmissible  in  any  criminal  case  against  hitti- 
self  ?  That  is  a  principle  already  recognized  in  our  statute  book, 
and  I  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  made  general.  (See  2a 
Revised  Laws,  174,  sec.  4S.)  If  this  security  be  not  thought  ade- 
quate in  cases  of  high  crimes,  then  permit  the  government,  under 
the  special  direction  of  the  chief  magistrate.  In  all  such  cases,  to  use 
the  flame  means  to  compel  an  associate  to  testify  as  any  other  witness, 
and  make  the  giving  of  such  testimony  a  bar  to  all  prosecutions 
ag&inst  the  witness  for  any  participation  in  the  alleged  oftence  :  t 
say,  provMe  by  a  genial  staluley  for  I  would  not  Suggest  for  these 
cases  a  special  law. 

ft  would  seem  that  such  general  statute  would  be  preferable  to 
any  eommonlaw  practice  of  fsivoritism,  or  the  practice  of  giving  re- 
wards'to  witnesses  to  testify ;  a  practice  occasionally  resorted  toby 
most  governments,  but  not  congenial  to  the  feelings  of  our  peopt'e.. 
The  great  duty  of  the  government  to  protect  its  ditizens,  adminiip- 
ter justice  impartially  and  punish  the  guilty,  would  seem  to'itnpose 
im  It  the  duty  of  adapting  fts  laws  to  the  iinproved  ingenuity  oftnod^ 
who  break  the  law. 

At  the  November  general  sessions  iii  Ontario  county,'  Jfdmes 
Gillis  was  tried.  This  was  the  only  indictment  remaihing;  uti^ 
tried  in  tliat  county.  This  deibndant  had  been  before  once  ttjed, 
and  the  jury  discharged  hiecanse  they  eouM  not  agree.  The  testi- 
mony against  bim  on  this  trial  was  wholly  eireumstantial,  and  teems 
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tiQt  to  have  been  so  conclusive  in  the  minds  of  the  jury  who  tried 
him,  as  to  warrant  his  conviction.  This  defendant  and  his  brother 
moved  to  the  southwelstern  part  of  Pennsylvania  soon  after  Morean^s 
abduction,  and  took  with  them  an  apprentice  of  the  brother,  who  is 
now  reported  to  me  to  remain  there  in  the  employ  of  the  defendant. 
If  his  evidence,  as  given  before  the  grand  jury  on  the  finding  of  this 
indictment,  be  correctly  reported  to  me,  the  strength  of  this  case 
was  materially  impaired  by  our  inability  to  command  his  testimony. 
But  he  was  beyond  our  reach. 

There  are  two  indictments  depending  in  Monroe,  one  of  which  is 
suspended  by  some  special  pleading,  the  question  on  which  was 
submitted  to  the  Supreme  Court  at  the  last  May  term,  and  is  yet 
under  advisement  before  that  tribunal.  Should  they  decide  it  at  the 
approaching  January  term,  as  I  understand  they  will ;  and  should 
they  so  decide  it  that  a  trial  will  be  required  in  the  cause,  these  two 
causes  may  be  tried  at  the  next  circuit  in  that  county,  .if  a  judge  can 
be  procured  to  attend.  Judge  Gardiner  declines  to  try  any  more  of 
these  eauses,  as  I  understand. 

The  reason  for  not  attempting  to  try  the  one  cause  without  the 
other,  were  in  part  the  great  oppression  upon  the  witnesses,  and  the 
expense  of  assembling  them  for  one  of  these  trials,  when  there  was 
a  reasonable  probability  that,  by  wailing  for  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  we  might  get  a  chance  to  try  both  at  the  same  circuit ; 
a  coincidence  very  much  to  be  desired,  if  we  shall  have  to  procure  a 
distant  judge. 

One  other  indictment  is  depending  in  Oenesee  county.  This  has 
been  removed  by  certiorari  to  the  Supreme  Court,  to  which  a  special 
plea  has  been  interposed.  The  issue  is  not  joined,  owing  to  circum- 
stances  beyond  my  control. 

The  adjounled  Special  Circuit,  which  had  been  fixed  for  the  se- 
cond Monday  of  January,  as  being  as  early  a  day  as  other  considera- 
tions would  permit  after  the  regular  oyer  and  terminer  in  that  coun- 
ty, in  consequence  of  the  resolution  of  Judge  Gardiner  to  try  no 
more  of  these  causes,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  get  further 
adjourned.  It  is  expected  that  Judge  Gardiner  will  attend  on  the 
second  Monday  of  January,  therefore,  and  adjourn  the  court  to  the 
second  Monday  of  February ;  when  it  is  hoped  that  a  judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  may  be  able  to  attend,  without  interfering  with  the 
approaching  term  of  that  court. 

The  above  detml  as  well  of  what  has  been  done  as  of  what  remains 
to  be  done^  I  have  thought  proper  to  present,  that  your  Excellency 
might  be  accurately  informed  of  the  present  state  of  this  business. 

In  the  discharce  of  the  duties  devolved  on  me  by  this  appointment, 
I  have  receivea  the  most  essential  assistance  from  Mr.  Whiting, 
whom  your  Excellency  was  [deased  to  request  to  act  as  my  associate 
counsel  on  these  trials.  His  previous  acquaintance  with  the  facta 
and  questions  arising  in  these  causes,  as  well  as  his  local  and  per- 
sonal information  of  the  whole  subject,  added  to  his  talents  and  ex- 
perience as  a  lawyer,  made  his  aid  most  welcome.  Indeed,  the  for- 
midable array  of  able  and  experienced  counsel  in  all  these  causes^ 
with  a  disposition  to  contest  eveiy  inch  of  ground,  would  seem  too 
fomidable  forme  to  encounter  alene. 
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Having,  in  the  several  interviews  I  have  had  with  your  E&cellency 
oa  the  subject  of  these  cases,  been  constantly  impressed  with  yoar 
mieeaaing  anxiety  to  bring  all  the  guilty  to  speedy  and  exemplary 
punishment,  I  regret  that  I  have  as  yet  been  so  unfortui^|^  in  carry- 
ing your  wishes  into  e£fect. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, . 

VICTORY  BIRDSEYE, 
Speciul  CouMel, 
To  His  Excellency  Ekos  T.  Tiiboop, 

Aoiing  Gavernar  o/the  State  of  New- York, 

Mbanj/j  December  30^  18S0. 


[A.  No.  3.] 
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[No.  IV.] 

Letter  fromf  the  President  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson 

Canal  Company. 

Office  qfthe  Delaware  and  Budeon  Canal  Company. 

BoUonf  December  lU  1830. 
Sir- 

The  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company  consider  it  their 
datj  to  communicate  to  the  SlzecutiFc  of  the  state  of  New- York,  the 
progress  they  have  made  in  the  ^eat  objects  for  which  they  were 
i&eorporated. 

This  would  seem  but  proper,  were  they  to  rest  their  claim  on  the 
attention  of  the  executivoi  solely  on  the  ground  that  they  had  suc- 
ceeded in  introducing  through  the  interior  of  the  state  of  New-York, 
the  anthracite  coal  ofPennsy  Ivania,  of  a  yery  supetior  quality.  But 
it  would  seem  to  be  more  especially  their  duty,  when  the  legisla- 
ture haye  at  difiereat  periods,  extended  their  aid  to  the  company, 
iD  accomplishing  the  work  in  which  they  have  been  engaged,  to  ad- 
vise the  government  of  its  progress  and  utility. 

The  managers  feel  a  just  pride  in  the  reflection,  that  they  have 
faithfully  fulfilled  the  objects  of  the  incorporation,  and  that  so  far, 
the  predictions  of  the  interested  and  incredulous  have  been  compel- 
led to  yield  to  the  force  of  facts  and  the  stubborn  reality  of  the  com- 
pletion and  successful  operation  of  their  work. 

Your  excellency  will  readily  appreciate  the  difficulties  which  had 
to  be  encountered  by  a  private  company,  in  constructing  a  canal  of 
108  miles  in  length,  through  a  country,  which  to  common  observers, 
seemed  imjNracticable  for  a  work  of  this  description,  and  a  rail-road 
of  16  miles,  overcoming  an  ascent  of  855  feet,  in  a  country  thinly 
inhabited.    The  latter  is  the  first  of  its  kind  in  this  country,  requir- 
ing all  the  combinations  for  ascending  and  descending  planes,  with 
engines  worked  by  steam  and  gravity,  and  shows  how  readily  skill 
combined  with  capital  can  overcome  the  most  formidable  obstacles. 
Towards  the  close  of  1829, 1  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to 
you,  that  upwards  of  7,000  tons  of  coal  had  been  brought  to  the 
Hudson,  and  disposed  of  chiefly  at  8  dollars  per  ton,  at  the  same 
time  it  was  intimated  that  the  price  would  be  reduced  the  ensuing 
season.     What  the  price  should  be,  became  an  important  considera- 
tion with  the  Board,  between  the  close  and  resumption  of  active  op- 
erations.    Our  want  of  considerable  means  for  enlarged  operations, 
our  duty  to  the  stockholders  an^i  to  the  public,  had  each  a  due  share 
in  the  deliberations  of  the  Board.     In  our  second  application  to  the 
legislature  for  aid,  we  assumed  6  dollars  per  ton  of  2,240  lbs.  as  the 
price  at  which  we  could  afford  to  sell  at  tide  water.     Our  brief  ex- « 
perience  of  the  past  season,  although  under  many  disadvantages, 
sufficed  to  test  our  estimates,  and  the  price  was  accordingly  fixed 
at  6  dollars  per  ton,  at  which  it  has  been  sold  throughout  the  season. 
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We  are  now  encouraged  to  hope  tbat  with  still  more  enlarged  ope* 
rations,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  realize,  in  respect  to  price,  the  ex* 
peclations  of  the  public,  so  far  as  they  are  founded  on  our  represen- 
tations. As  a  measure  of  ocoift>iny,  time  was  taken  last  spring  to 
put  the  canal  in  the  best  possible  condition,  which  deferred  the 
opening  until  ike  27tb  April ;  and  the  vi^y  slight  inieiarttptioiis 
which  have  occurred  in  ihe  navigation^  proves  the  good  judgment  of 
our  chief  engineer,  Mr.  Jarvis,  in  thus  deferring  the  opening  of  the 
canal.  It  has  now  become  a  solid,  substantial  work,  and  tbe  expo- 
sed points  on  the  Delaware  and  Lackawaxen  have  been  well  secu- 
red. They  have  been  recently  subjected  to  a  severe  test,  a  heavj 
fall  of  snow  was  succeeded  by  several  days  of  incessant  rain.  'The 
Delaware  and  Lackawaxen  rose  with  great  rapidity.  The  former, 
at  our  crossing  place,  12  feet  in  24  hours ;  the  only  injury  sustain- 
ed, was  on  the  Lackawaxen,  by  the  water  passing  through  the  slope 
wall,  and  washing  some  of  the  bank  into  the  canal,  which  was  re- 
paired at  dn  expense  of  15  dollars.  This  detail  is  given  in  conse- 
quence of  doubts  having  been  expressed  of  the  stability  of  this  part 
of  our  work,  in  an  official  report  to  the  legislature  in  t82d. 

Our  rail-road  has  fully  met  oiu*  expectations,  since  the  substitu- 
tion of  ropes  for  chains  on  the  inclined  planes.  This  change,  bow- 
ever,  which  was  effected  at  the  close  of  winter,  was  very  ct- 
pensivc.  The  quality  of  the  coal  in  the  river  flat  disappointed  us. 
It  had  been  too  long  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  elements,  and  ite 
use  last  season  gave  consumers  an  unfavorable  impression.  We 
were  on  this  account  compelled  by  a  year  earlier  than  was  intetided, 
to  commence  drifts  on  both  sides  of  the  valley,  and  at  the  s^me  time 
to  get  out  the  coal  for  market  this  year.  To  have  performed  this 
work  with  the  greatest  advantage,  the  making  of  drius  should  have 
preceded  the  mining.  This  will  be  done  during  tbe  suspension  of 
navigation,  and  will  enable  us  to  enlarge  our  operations  the  ensuing 
season.  Notwithstanding  this  difficulty  in  our  mining  operations, 
we  have  brought  to  market  this  year  41,500  tons  of  coal,  all  of  first 
quality,  except  about  1,500  tons  of  surface  coal  brought  over  the 
rail-road  last  winter,  and  the  boats  yet  to  arrive  will  increase  tbe 
whole  quantity  to  43,400  tons. 

The  quality  of  this  coal  is  so  superior  and  has  proved  so  satisfac- 
tory to  consumers,  that  it  has  entirely  redeemed  its  character,  where 
it  had  been  impaired  by  reason  of  the  mixture  of  inferior  or  surface 
coal  among  that  which  was  brought  to  market  in  1829. 

We  beg  leave  respectfully  to  represent  to  your  Excellency  tbat 
the  benefits  of  our  work  to  trie  citizens  of  this  state,  are  no  lobger  li- 
matter  of  speculation.  It  is  conceded  that  the  price  of  fuel  has  been 
reduced  beyond  the  most  sanguine  expectations,  in  this  out  first  sea- 
son, of  tolerably  successful  operation.  Last  season,  in  the  city  of 
New-York,  foreign  bituminous  coal  was  at  12)  dollars  per  chaldron ; 
anthracite  1 1  and  1 1 1  dollars  per  ton.  Foreign  was  recently  sold 
at  $6.50,  about  a  dollar  lower  than  the  averagb  per  chaldron.  Vir- 
ginia coal  is  about  i5  per  cent,  less  than  last  year,  and  the  dealers 
retail  ours  at  $7.5d,  including  cartage,  leaving  |^6.75  as  the  price  6t 
the  coal  at  the  yards  per  ton  of  2,2£)Ib.  The  reduction  in  the  price 
of  wood  commenced  With  the  first  season  of  out  navigation  between 
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Ike  Delaware  and  the  Hudson  in  18t8,  since  which  wood  hes  been 
lower  t^an  it  had  heen  in  20  jrears  previous. 

There  was  a  time,  and  that  onij  a  few  years  past,  when  reflecting 

men  anticipated  a  check  to  the  growth  of  the  citjr  of  New-York  and 

its  continued  prosperitj  from  the  high  price  of  fuel,  and  within  three 

years  tfie  humanity  and  benevolence  of  the  citizens  were  taxed  to 

the  amount  of  15  or  20  thousand  dollars  to  supply  the  s^ifferinspoor 

ivith  Aiel ;  this  cannot  occur  again.    In  the  abundant  siock  of  cmI 

ia  market,  and  our  ability  to  meet  the  increasing  consumption,  the 

citizen  ia  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  laying  in  his  whole  stock  of 

foel  for  the  winter  at  one  time  to  guard  against  excessive  prices, 

■hoold  the  winter  ]te  long  and  severe ;  and  the  benevolent  heart  is 

freed  from  all  aniiety  in  respect  to  the  suflEerings  of  the  poor  from 

tins  cause.    We  confidently  trust  that  in  the  opinion  of  alt  unpreju- 

dieed  minds,  we  have  redeemed  our  [dedge  to  the  state,  in  fur-  - 

nhhing  a  superior  coal  at  a  price  much  less  than  it  had  ever  sold 

for.    We  have  had  to  contend  with  a  vigorous  competition  from 

eompsnies  and  individuals  engaged  in  the  same  business,  which  has 

beeo  Burmounted ;  and  we  confidently  predict  that,  with  the  fostering 

care  of  the  state,  the  loans  she  has  so  generously  aided  us  in  procure 

lift  will  in  due  time  be  paid  without  any  defalcaiion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  Excellency's 

Ob't  servant, 

JOHN  BOLTON, 

President. 


»        i 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  6,  1831 


MESSAGE 

From  the  Governor^  transmitting  Resolutions  from 
the  States  of  Connecticut,  Vermont,  Mississippi 
and  Louisiana. 

TO  THE  ASSEMBLY. 

GlHTUBMKV 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  Commonieations  from 
tbe  Executives  of  the  States  of  Connecticut,  Yermont,  MiflBissippi 
vid  Louisiana,  transmitting  to  me  Resolutions  of  the  Legiaiatures  of 
tbeir  several  States. 

E.  T.  THROOP.    - 
Alhaajy  January  6,  1831. 
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COMMUNICATION 


From  the  Executive  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  re- 
lative to  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

STATE  OF  CONNECTICUT. 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, ) 
August  28,  18S0.  ) 

Sib— 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
Stale,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  inclosed  docament  to 
be  laid  before  the  Legislature  of  the  State  over  which  you  preside. 

With  high  consideration^ 

I  am  your  ob't.  servt, 

GIDEON  TOMLINSON- 

To  hia  Excellency  the  Oavemor  of  New- York. 

STATE  OF  CONNECTICUT,       ) 
Oeneral  Aaaembly^  May  Sesaionj  1830. ) 

The  Joint  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Mess  we 
of  the  Governor  which  relates  to  the  proposed  alteration  of  tne 
Constitution  of  the  United  States — Report^ 

That  they  have  had  under  consideration  the  part  of  the  Message 
referred  to  them,  and  also  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Missouri,  declaring  ^*  that  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  ponstitution 
of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  provide  a  uniform  mode  of  electing  the 
President  and  Vice-President  throughout  the  several  States,  and  to 
give  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  the  privilege  of  voting  directly 
u>r  the  President  and  Vice-President,  without  the  intervention  of 
electors,  reserving  to  the  States,  respectively,  their  due  weight  in 
relation  to  the  said  election,  as  is  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  Consti* 
tution  of  the  United  States.  And  that  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice-President  should,  in  no  case  whatever,  be  submitted  to  the 
decision  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States." 

Your  committee  have  also  had  before  them  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia,  expressing  their  concurrence  on  this  subject, 
with  the  Legislature  of  Missouri ;  and  a  resolution  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Vermont,  expressing  their  opinion,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
alter  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  the  manner  proposed 
by  the  State  of  Missouri.   . 

Believing  that  the  Constitution  Should  not  be  altered  for  light  and 
transient  causes,  your  committee  have  carefully  sought  for  the  evi- 
dence  of  existing  evils,  which  require  the  proposed  alterations ;  they 
have,  however,  not  been  able  to  find  it.  The  Presidential  election 
is  full  of  interest  to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Party  strife 
and  unhallowed  ambition,  with  their  necessary  consequences,  the 
prostitution  of  public  patronage,  and  the  corruption  of  private  inte-^ 
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nity,  have  oecMioned  some  anxiety  for  the  permanency  of  our  poll* 
tieai  institutions.  For  the  restraint  and  correction  of  sueh  evils, 
ioeidont,  as  they  are,  to  our  free  government,  the  patriot  looks  not 
te  a  change  of  Constitution,  but  to  a  sound,  enlightened  public  opin- 
ion — a  power  which « no  purposes  of  selfish  ambition,  no  claims  of 
p«rty,  no  unhallowed  combinations  can  resist.  But  it  is  said,  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  as  they  now  exist,  may,  and  fre- 
quently do,  prevent  a  fair  expression  of  the  will  of  a  majority  of  the 
people,  in  tne  election,  and  are  thus  at  variance  with  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  Constitution.  If  the  committee  had  been 
furnished  with  the  details  of  the  proposed  alterations,  they  could 
sp&ak  with  more  confidence  of  their  probable  operation.  It  is  be- 
lieved, however,  that  enough  is  disclosed  to  justify  the  opinion,  that 
the  principle  assumed  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution.  The  framers  of  that  instrument  were  men  of  the  utmost 
purity,  talents  and  patriotism ;  their  wisdom  approached  inspiration ; 
and  every  year  of  our  political  existence  has  increased  the  inesti- 
mable value  of  their  great  work.  Their  object  was  not  the  formation 
of  a  consolidated  empire,  but  a  combination  of  the  energies  of  the 
distinet  State  sovereignties,  for  certain  specified  national  purposes. 
The  strictly  popular  representative  principle  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  adopted  in  the  formation  of  the  Constitution ;  and  if  it  had 
been,  the  State  sovereignties  would  have  been  merged  in  a  grand 
consolidated  government,  which,  it  will  be  acknowledged  on  all 
hands,  could  not  have  subsisted  to  this  time.  The  convention  found 
great  difficulty  in  the  adjustment  of  the  second  article  of  the  Consti- 
tutioD  relating  to  the  executive ;  but  so  happy  were  they,  finally,  in 
the  arrangement  of  its  checks  and  balances,  that  no  article  met  less 
opposition  in  the  State  Conventions.  It  provides  for  a  fair  expression 
of  the  will  of  the  people,  and  yet  protects  the  independence  of  the 
smaller  States  from  tne  overwhelming  influence  and  power  of  the 
larger  ones.  The  evils  should  be  apparent,  and  the  reason  plain 
and  unanswerable,  to  justify  an  alteration  of  this  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution, in  the  manner  proposed.  Your  committee  have  been  unable 
to  find  any  such  reasons,  and  in  their  opinion  a  concurrence  in  the 
proposed  amendments  would  hazard  the  relative  influence  of  the 
smaller  States.  They,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
aeeompanying  resolutions.  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted* 
Sicned  per  order. 

WILLIAM  W.  BOARDMAN,  Chairman. 

At  a  Oeneral  A$aefnblff  of  the  State  of  Connecticuij  holden  at  New- 
Havm^  in  eaid  SXate^  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  May ^  in  the  year 
qfaur  Lard  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty, 

RxsoLVBD,  That  this  General  Assembly  do  not  concur  with  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  in  the  proposal  to  amend 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  provide  a  uniform 
mode  of  electing  the  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  without  the  intervention  of  Electors ;  and  that  the  election 
of  President  and  Vice-President,  should,  in  no  case  whatever  be 
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submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Repesentatiyes  of  th€ 
United  States. 

Reaohedy  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
forward  copies  of  the  foregoing  Report  and  Resolutions,  to  the  Ex- 
ecutives of  the  several  States,  with  a  request  that  thej  be  laid  before 
their  respective  Legislatures. 

A  true  copy  of  record,  examined  and  certified  bj 

THOMAS  DAY)  Seeretary. 
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COMMUNICATION 

Prom  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  rela- 
tive to  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

STATE  OP  VERMONT. 

SECRETARY  OF  STATE'S  OFFICE, 
Woodstock,  Dec.  10,  1830. 

Si»— 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Ezcellencj  a  copjr 
ofreflpitttionsof  the  Legislature  of  this  State. 

I  aiD|  with  great  respect. 

Your  Exellency's 

Obedient  servant^ 
NORMAN  WILLIAMS, 
Secretary  of  State. 
HkExcetteney  the  Governor  o/NewTork. 

STATE  OF  VERMONT.  , 

In  Ocneral  Asskmblt,  \ 
October  SO,  A.  D.  1830.  J 
The  judiciary  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  coramuQication 
from  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  enclosing  communications  from 
tha  states  of  Georgia  and  Connf^cticut,  relative  to  proposed  amend- 
iDcntB  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  ^^  so  as  to  provide  a 
Qniformmode  of  electing  President  and  Vice*President,  throughout 
the  United  States,  and  to  give  to  the  people  the  privilege  of  voting 
directly  for  the  President  and  Vice-President,  without  the  interven- 
tion of  electors,'' 

REPORT  :— 

That  thty  have  had  under  consideration  the  said  communication, 
and  also  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of  Louis- 
iana, proposing  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  *^  so 
as  to  extend  the  term  of  office  of  the  President  and  Vice-President 
to  six  years,  and  to  render  the  President  ineligible  after  the  first 
election  ;^'  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  it  is  inexpe- 
dient to  make  the  proposed  alterations  in  the  constitution,  and  there- 
fore recommend  to  the  General  Assembly  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Resolved^  the  Governor  and  Council  concurring  herein,  That  the 
General  Assembly  do  not  concur  with  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  state  of  Georgia  in  the  proposal  ^^  to  amend  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  so  as  to  provide  a  uniform  mode  of  electing  the 
President  and  Vice-President,  without  the  intervention  of  electors ; 
ind  that  the  election  of  President  and  Vice-President  should,  in  no 


C186  whatever,  be  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  Statels.'' 

Resolved^  That  this  General  Assembly  do  not  concur  with  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  state  of  Louisiana,  in  the  proposal  to 
amend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  **  so  as  to  extend  the 
term  of  6ffiee  of  President  and  Vioe^Presirfent  to  six  years,  and  to 
render  the  President  ineligible  after  the  first  eleetjan*" 

Resolvedy  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be  requested  to  for- 
ward a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resqlutions  to  the  Executive  of  each 
State,  with  a  request  that  they  be  laid  before  their  respective  Legis- 
latures. 

JAMES  DAVIS,  far  CammUtee. 
In  Oeneral  Aasemblyj  Nov.  10,  1830. 

Report  concurred,  and  resolutions  adopted* 

T,  MERRILL,  aerk. 
In  CouncUy  Nw.  10,  1830. 

Read  and  resolved  to  concur. 

6.  B.  SHAW,  SecrUary. 

A  true  copy  of  the  report  and  resolutions  on  file. 

NORMAN  WILLIAMS, 
89eretary  <^  8M^ 


*  \ 
t 
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COMMUNICATION 


From  the  Executire  of  the  State  of  MisSissippi,  re< 
latire  to  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  consti* 
tation  of  the  United  States. 

SECRETARY  OF  STATE'S  OFFICE, 
Jackaofiy  Ui  Oetoberj  1830. 

JSf  Exedlency  the  Governor  qf  New-Vork^ 
Sib— 
I  herewith  have  the  honor  to  forward  you,  at  the  instance 
of  his  Excellency  Governor  Brandon,  the  accompanying  resolution, 
adopted  at  the  last  session  of  (he  General  Assembly  of  this  state,  v 

Very  respectfully.  Sir, 

Your  n>ost  ob'dt. 
JOHN  A.  GUMBALL, 
Secretary  €(f  State. 

RESOLUTION 
Of  the  state  of  Mississippi  on  the  subject  of  amending  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States. 

JUsoIved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
state  of  Mississippi,  in  general  assembly  convened,  That  we  do  not 
deem  it  expedient,  at  this  time,  to  adopt  the  amendment  to  the  con- 
atitotton  of  the  United  States,  passed  by  the  legislature  of  Missou- 
ri, on  the  SSd  January,  1829. 

Reeolvedj  That  the  governor  of  this  state  be  requested  to  for- 
waid  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  to  the  governors  of  the  seve- 
ral states. 

JO.  DUNBAR, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repreeentaiivee. 

A.  M.  SCOTT, 
Lt.  Governor  and  Preeident  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  February  10th,  1830. 

GERARD  C.  BRANDON. 

I  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  correct  copy  of  the  ori- 
poal  roll  on  file  in  my  office,  this  1st  October,  A.  D.  18S0. 

JOHN  A.  GUMBALL, 
Secretary  of  State, 
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COMMUNICATION 

From. the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  rela- 
tive to  the  Constitutionality  of  the  United  States 
Tariff. 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 
New- Orleans  J  April  20,  1830. 

Sir— 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  the  following  resolutions, 
in  pursuance  of  a  request  of  the  Legislature  of  the  state  of  Louisi- 
ana. 

Verj  respectfully,  &c.  &c. 

JAQUES  DUPRE. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Reaolvedj  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  in  General  Assembly  convened,  That  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly  of  this  state  do  not  concur  in  the  views  and  senti- 
ments expressed  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  stale 
of  Mississippi,  relative  to  the  tariff  of  1828 ;  that  the  Legislature 
of  this  state  does  not  perceive  the  unconstitutionality  or  impolicy  of 
adopting  such  measures,  nor  has  the  state  suffered  any  injury  there- 
from. 

Resolved,  That  we  concur  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Legisbture 
of  the  state  of  Vermont^  by  which  they  have  declared  the  law  of 
1828,  on  the  taiiff,  to  be  constitutional,  expedient,  and  harmless  to 
the  southern  states. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instmcted,  and  our 
representatives  requested,  to  accede  to  and  support  such  measures 
as  those  contemplated  by  the  law  of  1828  on  the  tariff. 

Resolved,  That  the  Acting  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit 
copies  of  the  above  resolutions  to  the  governors  of  the  several 
states,  with  a  request  to  have  them  laid  before  the  legislatures  of 
the  states  respectively. 

A.  B.  ROMAN, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatioes. 

ISAAC  A.  SMITH, 
President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tern. 
Approved,  March  15,  1830. 

JAQUES  DUPRE, 
Acting  Oovemor  of  the  State  of 


Secrvtabt  of  Stats's  Orncs, ) 
NeW'Orlcans,  April  20,  1830.  J 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  remaining  in 
this  office. 

GEORGE  A.  WAGGONER. 

Secretary  of  State* 


No.  5. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  7,  1831. 


REPORT 

From  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Assembly,  in  re- 
ladon  to  furnishing  the  Counties  with  the  Stand- 
ard Weights  and  Measures. 

STATE  OF  NEW-YOBK, 
Sscrxtabt's  Officx. 

Albany^  January  6,  1831. 

The  Secretary  of  State  respectfully  calls  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  to  the  annexed  communication  made  to  the  Senate,  in 
Februarj  last,  in  relation  to  furnishing  copies  of  the  original  Stand- 
aids  of  Weights  and  Measures  to  the  several  counties. 

A  bill  on  this  subjecl  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  but 
was  left  wkh  the  unfinished  business  of  the  Assembly.  Several  ap- 
pKeatieiis  have  been  made  for  copies  of  the  Standards,  by  county 
sealers,  and  it  is  desirable  that  provisions  should  be  made  for  the 
expense  of  such  copies. 

A.  C.  FLAGG. 


STATE  OF  NEW- YORK, 
Sscbstabt's  Offioe. 

Albany y  February  19,  18S0. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  connection  with  his  duties  as  State 
Sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  would  respectfully  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Legislature  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  in  relation  to 
furnishing  the  several  counties  with  copies  of  the  ^*  original  stand* 
•fds." 

[A.  No.  6.]  1 


^  2  [Ambmblt 

By  the  old  law,  the  staDdards  fer  the  county  sealers  were  procur* 
ed  at  the  expense  of  the  counties  ;  and  for  the  town  sealers,  at  the 
expense  of  the  towns.     Ist  Rev.  Laws  of  181S,  p.  S77. 

The  Revised  Statutes  (p.  609,  vol.  1,)  says,  *^  copies  of  such 
original  standards  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  State  Sealer  to  the  se-  % 
yeral  county  sealers,  to  be  furnished  by  them  to  the  town  sealers  in 
their  respective  counties,  at  the  expense  of  the  towns."  The  ques- 
tion is,  whether  the  cost  of  the  original  standards  transmitted  by  the 
State  Sealer  to  the  county  sealers,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury 
of  the  state,  or  be  a  charge  upon  the  counties  ?  And  if  in  the  for- 
mer mode,  then  it  is  necessary  to  have  an  additional  provision,  that  J  |  ^ 
on  the  certificate  of  the  State  Sealer,  the  amount  necessary  to  pro-  ^  §  g 
cure  copies  of  the  standards,  shall  be  paid  out  of  tlie  treasury  on  the  ^^^ 
warrant  of  the  Comptroller.  But,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  it  would  be  advisable  to  continue  the  provision,  as  hereto- 
fore, requiring  the  counties,  as  well  as  the  towns,  to  provide  stand- 
ards at  their  own  expense. 


u 

I 

4 


9 


By  an  act  of  the  last  session,  (chap.  297,  p.  48S,)  it  is  provided  •  ^  .* 
that  the  standard  weights  and  measures  now  in  the  office  of  the  Se-  1 1  : 
cretary  of  State,  shall  be  and  remain  the  standards,  until  provbioa  kO  ^ 
is  made  by  the  Legislattfre  for  the  construction  of  those  contemplat-  ^  gi 
ed  by  chapter  19,  of  the  revision.  Copies  of  the  standards  now  in  "^^l^ 
this  office,  have  been  furnished  to  the  greater  part  of  the  county 
sealers,  at  the  expense  of  the  counties  ;  and  since  sowmany  of  them 
have  been  thus  taxed,  it  would  be  entirely  equitable  to  require  the 
few  remaining  counties  to  procure  copies  of  the  standaiids  at  the 
expense  of  the  counties  requiring  them. 

A.  C.  FLA66. 
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No.  7. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  6,  1831 


■ 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  John  DobsoD,  an  Inspector  of  Leather  for  the 

county  of  Erie. 


To  tke  Honorable  the  LegioUUUre  of  ike  SUUe  of  New-Yorky  in 

Senate  and  AseenMy  convened. 

The  underdgoed,  inspector  of  sole-leather  for  the  county  of  Erie, 
begs  leave,  respectfully,  to  report  to  your  honorable  body,  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  his  official  duties  during  the  year  immediately 
preceding,  and  ending  on  the  first  day  of  January,  18S1,  as  follows, 
▼iz: 

lbs.  weight. 

Of  quality,  best,  number  of  sides,  • 646        7,695 

«         good,  "  627      11,229 

'«         damaged,     <<  37  656 

Total,.  ...1,201       19,580 

The  amount  of  leather  inspected  is  nothing  like  the  amount  which 

is  manufactured  in  said  county ;  but  the  fact  of  my  appointment  being 

under  the  old  statute,  left  it  optional  with  the  proprietors  either  to 

employ  me  or  not,  as  they  pleased.    The  probable  increase  will  be 

St  the  same  ratio  it  has  been  for  two  years  past 

JOHN  DOBSON. 
JBif^olo,  Dec.  31,  1830. 

[A.  No.  7.]  1 


No.  8. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  8,  1831. 


Standing  Committees  of  the  Assembly. 

JANUARY,  18S1. 

CommiUtee  on  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Selden,  Mr.  Walker, 

Mr.  Comstock,  Mr.  WOlcoz.    ^ 

Mr.  C.  Griawold, 

Committee  on  Orievances. 

Mr.  BirdsaU,  Mr.  Conklin, 

BIr.  J.  Benton,  Mr.  Manchester. 

Mr.  Harris, 

CommUtee  on  Privileges  and  Eledions. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  Mr.  Boyd, 

Mr.  McCarthy,  Mr.  Constant. 

Mr.  Hndson, 

Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
Mr.  Bobinson,  Mr.  Gardner, 

Mr.  Crippen,  Mr.  P.  C.  Cook. 

Mr.  Potter, 

OommUtee  on  Expiring  Laws. 
Mr.  Thorn,  -         Mr.  Tredwett, 

Mr.  Halsey,  Mr,  Ellis. 

Mr.  Earll, 

Commtttte  on  Oainu. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Spencer,  Mr.  Riehwdaon, 

Mr.  Bigelow,  Mr.  Sayler. 

Mr.  Cole, 
[A.  No.  8.]  1 


2  [ABBMittasY 

Committee  on  CdUeges^  Academies  and  Common  SehooU. 

Mr.  Morehouse,  Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Curtis,  Mr.  Bettis. 

Mr.  Budd, 

Committee  on  Engrossed  BiUa. 

Mr.  Jermain,  Mr.  Blodget, 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  Mr.  Andrews. 

Mr.  Phillips, 

Committee  on  tit  Erection  and  Division  of  Towns  and  Counties. 

Mr.  Remer,  Mr.  Walker, 

Mr.  Hulse,  Mr.  Knight. 

Mr.  Yawger, 

Committee  on  the  Incorporation  of  Cities  and  Villages. 

Mr.  Ostrander,  Mr.  Eldredge, 

Mr.  Mapes,  Mr.  Ashley, 

Mr.  Lawyer, 

Committee  on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  bUchrist,  Mr.  Pike, 

Mr.  Pine,  Mr.  Watson. 

Mr.  Howard, 

Committee  on  the  Incorporation  of  Religious  and  Charitable 

Societies. 

Mr.  L.  Benton,  Mr.  J.  E.  Townsend, 

Mr.  Staekhouse,  Mr.  Eckerson. 

Mr.  Brandow, 

Committee  on  the  Incorporation  and  Atteraiion  qf  the  Chartera  qf 

Banking  and  Insurance  Companies. 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  L.  Benton, 

Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Crippen. 

Mr.  Gardner, 

Committee  on  the  Petitions  of  Aliens. 

Mr.  Cargill,  Mr.  Conklin, 

Mr.  Thorn,  Mr.  Eddy. 

Mr.  Hager, 

Committee  on  Canals  and  Internal  Improvements. 

Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Litchfield, 

Mr.  Robinson,  Mr.  J.  B.  Spencer. 

Mr.  Turrell, 


Ho.  8.]  S 

Committee  on  Roade  and  BrUge$j  and  the  Inct^ffmroHm  nf 

Mr.  Fowler,  Mr.  Keith, 

Mr.  Juliand,  Mr.  Tilford. 

Mr.  Winne, 

Committee  an  State  Prieane^  and  the  Penitentiary  Sifotem. 

Mr.  Liyingston,  Mr.  Love, 

Mr.  Dowmng,  Mr.  Dankp. 

Mr.  Vark, 

Committee  on  ike  Mitttiaj  and  the  Pvblie  Dtfenee. 

Mr.  Myers,  Mr.  Vark, 

Mr.  WorthingCon,  Mr.  Blake. 

Mr.  Weed, 

Committee  on  Indian  Affabre. 

Mr.  Tnrrell,  Mr.  S.  Oriswold, 

Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Henrj. 

Mr.  Shepard, 

Committee  on  the  Mam^iactwre  qfSatt. 

Mr.  Ganacvoort,  Mr.  MoaltoD, 

Mr.  Bogert, .  Mr.  M'DewelL 

Mr.  Litchfield, 

Committee  on  Medicai  Soetdiee  and  Cottegee. 

Mr.  Trowbridge,  Mr.  Hooker, 

Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  White. 

Mr.  Clark, 

Committee  on  TuHhtkbrdBUU. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  Mr.  Hougb, 

Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Lacey. 

Mr.  Hoffinan, 

Committee  on  Public  Lande. 
Mr.  Sprague,  -  Mr.  Collier, 

Mr.  Whitman,  Mr.  Tyler. 

Mr.  Halsey, 

Committee  on  Trade  and  Mamffaduree. 
Mr.  Bogert,  Mr.  Murphy, 

Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  Freeman. 

Mr.  Springer, 


4  [AMBJaUfY 

Select  Committees  on  the  Governor's  Message. 

On  80  much  aa  rUaiea  to  Impriaonment  for  DthL 

Mr.  Stilwell,  Mr.  Edmonds, 

Mr.  Percival,  Mr.  L.  Benton. 

Mr.  Remer, 

« 

On  $0  much  as  rdates  to  the  Poor  Laws  and  Ituane  Paupers. 

Mr.  Potter,  Mr.  W.  Towns^d, 

Mr.  Oansevoort,  Mr.  Price. 

Mr.  Varian, 

On  so  much  as  relates  to  (he  Controversy  between  this  State  and 

tt^  State  of  Neuh Jersey, 

Mr.  M'Dowell,  Mr.  Horsford, 

Mr.  Downing,  Mr.  Woodruff. 

Mr.  A.  Coo]^ 

On  so  much  as  rdates  to  the  AbducUon  of  WUUamMorgan. 

Mr.  Otia,  Mr.  Selden, 

Mr.  Jermain,  Mr.  Sayre. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Speneer, 


On  so  much  as  relaiss  to  the  Surviving  Officers  qftke  Rooolhaian. 

Mr.  Otis,  Mr.  Gilbert, 

Mr.  Rob,  Mr.  Woodworth. 

Mr.  Hubbard) 

■ 

Onsomuch  asrelatesto  the  House  of  R^gs  andthsMarine 

Hospital. 

Mr.  Crippen^  Mr.  Rawaon, 

Mr.  Momn,  Mr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Janris, 


No.  9^ 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  11,  1831 


MESSAGE 

From  the  Governor,  transmitting  the  annual  report 
of  the  Inspector-General  of  staves  and  heading  for 
the  city  of  New- York,-  with  certain  accompanying 
communications. 

TO  THE  ASSEMBLY. 


AceompaDying  the  retarn  of  the  Inspector-General  of  staves 
and  heading  in  the  city  of  New-York,  which  I  transmit  herewith,  are 
communications  from  him  recommending  certain  modifications  in  the 
law,  under  which  he  acts.  The  matter  is  submitted  to  your  consi- 
deration. 

E.  T.  THROOP. 
Albany  J  January  10,  1881. 


[A.  No.  9.]  1 


No.*.] 


COMMUNICATION 

Of  the  Inspector-General  of  staves  and  heading,  for 
the  city  and  county  of  New-York. 

To  hi$  ExcMeney  the  Chv^mar  qf  the  State  of  New-Fork : 

Sn- 

Enclosed  with  my  annual  report,  your  Exeellenev  will  find  a  re« 
eommendation  to  amend  some  of  the  sections  of  the  law  respecting 
the  eullins  of  staves  and  heading. 

I  would  therefore,  in  the  first  place,  wish  to  make  known  to  your 
Eicellency,  that  the  number  of  cullers  is  greater  than  requisite,  ex- 
cept on  some  occasions ;  particularly  in  the/att  aeaeony  when  there 
is  t  press  of  business,  and  the  masters  of  the  river  craft  are  detain- 
ed mock  to  their  disadvantage  and  cost. 

In  the  second  place,  the  inspector-general,  by  appointing  a  depu- 
ty for  the  time  being,  has  abetter  opportunity  of  judging  if  the  per- 
son 80  appointed  be  a  competent  and  proper  one  to  fill  any  vacaocy 
that  may  oecor. 

Respecting  tierce  stares ;  these  are  eoming  into  great  demand  at 
aa  artiele  of  export  to  France  for  the  purpose  of  making  half  brandy 

pipes  and  claret  casks ;  and  as  there  is  no  provbion  in  &e  law  relat- 

mg  to  them,  they  have  been  shipped  coastwise  from  this  port,  to  be 

exported  to  foreign  countries. 
Laige  quantities  of  barrel  heading  have  come  down  the  river  this 

season,  which  the  bu vers  and  sellers  have  left  to  my  judgment,  there 

being.no  law  to  regulate  the  same. 

All  of  which  I  would  respectfully  submit  toyour  Ezoellencjr. 

F.  PEGKWELL. 


[A 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  his  Excellency  EJnos  T*  Throop, 

Oovemor  of  the  State  of  NeuhVark. 

Report  of  the  lospector-General  of  staves  and  heading  in  the  city 
and  county  of  New-Fork. 

Amount  of  staves  and  heading  culled  in  the  city  of  New- York, 
from  1st  January,  1830,  to  1st  January,  1831* 

Nefjo-Vorkj  January^  1881. 

PipM.  W.  O.hbdi.       Hoadinf.         B.  O.  bhda.  Bbk, 

'SJrXltfJ^^  662,676     22,676       18,563    398,2«t) 

i>..i^I^'«;.ui«.,  335,021       506,958    37,1741,401,275    261,685 

Totd,     I,8S9,4«0    1,169,$S4    59,8«0  1,414,838    659,855 

I 

REFUSE. 

rra»dwM>»*arN.T<>rk,   221,922       151,582    27,960       87,864      71,591 
r>«..d»Mu.,  188,152       116,848    29,291     297,182    141,811 

ToUl,       410,074       268,480   57,251     884,546    212,902 

•         • 

Total  number  of  staves  and  heading  6,416,800,  at  10  cents  per 
thousand,  is  A84I  .68. 

FRANCIS  PECKWELL. 


No.*.] 


PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS. 


To  His  Exeelleney  Enos  T.  Thboop, 

OovemcT  of  the  State  of  New- Fork. 

The  Inspector-General  of  stares  and  beading  for  the  city  and 
eoiintj  of  New- York,  in  conformity  with  the  duties  of  his  office,  re- 
speetfaliy  recommends,  for  the  protection  of  the  articles  of  commerce 
nnder  his  inspection,  that  the  following  clause  be  added  to  section 
m,  art.  7,  Revised  Laws :  ^^  No  registered  ship  or  Tcssel  shall  take 
on  board  any  staves  or  beading  which  have  not  been  culled  accord-- 
ing  to  law,  or  which  have  been  culled  out  and  condemned  as  not 
merchantable,  on  any  pretence  or  for  any  purpose  whatever." 

He  also,  for  the  convenience  and  interest  of  merchants  ^nd  others 
dealing  in  said  articles,  and  in  accordance  with  their  recommenda- 
tions, suggests  that  the  following  clause  be  annexed  to  Sd  of  section 
Its  o(  said  article  7,  after  hogshead  staves :  ^  And  all  tierce  staves 
shall  be  thirty-six  inches  long  and  three  inches  wide,  clear  of  sap ; 
and  shall  be  at  least  three-fourths  of  an  inch  thick  on  the  thin  edge, 
and  otherwise  good  and  sufficient." 

Likewise,  that  the  following  sentence  be  added  to  4th  of  section 
123,  art.  7,  after  barrel  staves :  ^^  Barrel  heading  shall  be  inspected 
as  three  pnce  heading,  and  shall  be  at  least  eighteen  inches  long  and 
six  inches  wide,  clear  of  sap,  and  three-fourths  of  an  inch  thick." 

Further,  for  the  purpose  of  despatch,  he  respectfully  recommends 
the  following  clause  as  an  appendage  to  section  ISO  of  said  article  7 : 
^'  The  inspector-general  shall  have  the  power,  in  cases  of  emergency, 
of  appointing  one  or  more  persons  under  oath,  for  the  time  being,  to 
act  as  cullers  of  staves  and  heading,  and  to  discharge  them  imme- 
diately on  the  cessation  of  said  emergencies." 

FRANCIS  PECKWELL. 

The  undersimed,  merchants  and  others,  dealers  in  the  articles  of 
staves  and  heading,  cordially  and  fully  concur  in  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Inspector-General  of  said  articles,  and  pray  that  the  law 
may  be  altered  accordingly. 

Henry  Stokes.  Asa  Mann. 

A.  P.  M'Elwain.  Jeremiah  Clark. 
Tredwell  fc  Thome.  William  F.  Baker. 

B.  Blossom  fc  Wflliams.  Henry  Waring  fc  Son. 
Heniy  W.  Boot.  Maitland,  Kennedy  fc  Co* 
H.  Harbeek.  Tucker  &  Dauvies. 
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No.  10 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  8,  1831 


REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  petition  of  settlers 
on  the  school  lot  in  the  town  of  Augustat  Oneida 
comity. 

Mr.  Moulton,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
tlie  petition  of  the  settlers  on  the  school  lot  in  the  town  of  Augusta, 
ID  the  county  of  Oneida, 

REPORTED— 

That  it  appears  from  the  petition  and  statements  made  before  the 
committee,  that  the  settlers  upon  this  lot  entered  upon  the  same  se- 
veral years  since,  and  purchased  the  improvements  made  upon  the 
same,  with  the  expectation  that  the  amount  to  be  paid  the  state  for 
the  title,  would  be  the  sum  of  five  dollars  per  acre,  which  was  the 
sum  chai^d  for  lands  of  this  description  in  that  section  of  country, 
A  law  relative  to  this  land  was  passed  April  2,  1827 ;  the  last  sec- 
ti<m  of  which  provides  for  the  conveyance  of  the  same  for  a  sum 
which,  at  six  per  cent,  would  produce  the  amount  now  annually  paid 
by  the  settlers,  which  is  thirty  dollars  upon  the  hundred.  The  pe- 
titioners suppose  that  it  never  was  intended  to  raise  the  price  of  this 
land  to  six  dollars  per  acre,  as  is  done  by  this  section,  and  the  com- 
mittee deem  it  just  and  reasonable  that  the  settlers  should  be  allow- 
ed to  receive  their  deeds  on  their  paying  into  the  treasuiy  a  sum 
which,  at  six  per  cent,  the  interest  they  now  pay,  would  realize  the 
amount  annually  paid  on  said  school  lot.  The  committee  are  satis- 
fied that  five  dollars  per  acre,  in  addition  to  the  amount  paid  by  the 
settlers  for  improvement,  is  as  much  as  the  land  is  worth.  They 
therefore  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 
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No.   II. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  13;  1831 


REPORT 

Of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land'Office,  on  the 
petition  of  David  Kendall  andotherS)  settlers  on 
the  school  lot,  New-fitockbridge. 

Tlie  Commissioners  of  the  Land-OflBee,  to  whom  was  referred 
die  petition  of  David  Kendall  and  others, 

RnipaoTFUiAT  Rbpost  : 

That  the  petitioners  set  forth  that  they  are  the  present  occupants 
and  sub-lessees  of  a  tract  of  land  of  one  thousand  acres,  in  New- 
Stockbridge,  called  the  school  lot ;  that  they  purchased  their  seve- 
ral parts  of  the  said  lot,  under  the  belief  that  thaj  could  obtain  title 
to  the  land  from  the  state,  by  paying  into  the  treasury  the  money 
therefor,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per  acre ;  that  by  an  act  of  the 
Legislature,  passed  on  the  2d  of  April,  1827,  they  are  required,  in 
wder  to  obtain  title  to  the  lands,  to  pay  into  the  treasury  such  a 
sum  as,  at  an  interest  of  five  per  centum  per  annum,  will  produce 
the  amount  of  the  rent  with  which  their  lands  respectiyely  are 
charged ;  and  {hat  this  act,  in  effect,  compels  them  to  pay  six  doK 
lars  per  acre. 

The  (acts  in  relation  to  this  tract  of  land  are — that  in  the  year 
1804,  it  was  directed  to  be  leased  upon  perpetual  leases,  reserving 
a  mnnual  rent  of  thirty  bushels  of  wheat  upon  each  one  hundred 
aoivs  of  the  land,  and  appropriating  the  rents  to  the  payment  of 
the  wages  of  a  school  teacher  for  the  Stpckbridge  Indians.  In 
1806,  the  price  of  the  wheat  to  be  paid  as  rent,  was  fixed  by  law  at 
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one  dollar  per  bushel,  thus  making  the  rent  thirty  dollars  upon  each 
one  hundred  acres  of  the  land. 

The  petitioners  seem  to  suppose  that  this  rent  was  fixed  with  re- 
ference to  the  yalue  of  the  lands  in  their  then  state,  and  to  the  in- 
terest which  the  sum  they  were  worth  would  have  produced,  if  in- 
rested  at  fix  per  cent.  They  probably  infer  this  from  the  fact  that 
six  per  cent  was  then  aud.ever  has  remained,  by  law,  the  rate  of 
interest  charged  by  the  state  upon  the  purchase  money  due  on  the 
sale  of  unappropriated  lands. 

The  Commissioners,  however,  have  not  been  able  to  find  that 
any  appraisement  of  these  lands  was  made  previous  t^  the  act  di- 
recting the  leases,  nor  are  they  abl^  at  all  to  say  upon  what  prin- 
ciple the  rent  was  fixed.  They  however  see  no  reason,  from  any 
cthingithey  eanfiofduit<he  laws  upon  the  tafeject,  oi*  upon  tfa^  jobr- 
iDols^of  the  L^gislsUire  aittfieitimeithese  'eai^lyilawd  i#ere  pi^d, 
which  authorises  them.tnsayithatihe^tate  thehist<eii  des^iied  to 
part  with  the  title  to  the  lands,  or  to  change  the  tenure  by  which 
'  Qie  lessees  held. 

In  the  Revised  Laws  of  181S,  vol.  2,  page  172,  will  be  found  a 
direction,  "  that  the  Treasurer  shall  annually  pay,  on  the  watrant  of 
the  Comptroller,  the  rents  reserved  in  the  leases  for  lands  granted 
to 'John  Gregg  senior,  John  Gregg  junior,  and  to  James' Alexander)** 
(being  the  original  leases  for  this  one  thousand  acres  of  land,) 
**  situated  in  New-Stockbridge,  although  such  rents  may  not  have 
been  received  into  the  treasury.*'  This  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  the  Legislature  did  not  contemplate  any  change,  and  certainly 
none  which  coiald  affect  the  amount  of  the  rents ;  for  it  should  be 
constantly  borne  in  mind,  that  the  state  has  at  no  period  possessed 
the  least  interest  in  this  land  or  these  leases,  other  than  as  it  took 
upon  itself,  to  this  extent,  the  guardianship  of  these  Indians  and  of 
their  interests.  The  leases  wele  made  upon  the  petition  6f  the 
Indians  themselves,  and  in  conformity  with  their  wishes ;  and  the 
state  became  responsible  to  them  for  the  amount  of  the  rent,  and 
held  and  still  holds  the  leases  as  its  indemnity. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  find  any  legislation  upon  this  subject, 
subsequent  to  the  act  last  referred  to,  until  the  year  1819.  On  the 
26th  of  March  of  that  year  an  act  was  passed,  upon  the  application 
of  Philip  Pond  and  others,  directing  the  sale  by  the  Surveyor- 
General,  in  the  ordinaiy  mode  of  selling  public  lands,  to  the 


Poody  and  all  otheni  legalljr  interested  in  this  land^  of  [their  reapte^ 
tire  parts  thereof,  upon  their  paying  into  the  treasury  a  sum  of 
ooaeyi  the  interest  of  which,  at  six  per  cent  per  annum,  should 
be  equal  'to  the  annual  rent  with  which  the  land  was  charged^  and 
upoa  their  making  a  surrender  of  all  the  original  leases  for  the 
whole  traet 

This  act  would  seem  to  have  contained  the  precise  provision  for 
which  these  petitioners  now  ask.  Why  it  was  not  complied  with 
the  Commissioners  do  not  know,  any  farther  than  that  they  find,  by 
a  report  made  by  the  Surveyor-General  to  the  Senate  in  1824,  that 
io  a  petition  to  that  body,  signed  by  David  Frost  and  others,  it  was 
stated  that  the  surrender  of  all  the  original  leases  could  not  be  made, 
and  that  that  fact  was  alleged  as  the  ground  of  the  failure  by  the 
occupants  of  this  land,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the 
the  act  of  1819. 

The  next  legislation  upon  the  subject  is  the  act  of  1887,  complain- 
edofin  the  petition.  That  act  authorises  the  sub-lessees  of  this 
land  to  pay  the  rents  due  and  to  become  due  upon  their  respective 
shares  of  the  whole  lot,  and  to  obtain  credits  to  themselves,  and  up- 
on their  respective  parcels  of  land,  for  all  payments  then  previously 
made,  by  each  of  them,  according  to  certain  terms  and  conditions 
specified  in  the  fir st»  section  of  the  act.  The  persons  claiming  to  be 
the  sub-lessees  and  occupants  of  that  part  of  the  one  thousand  acres 
leased  by  John  Gregg,  junior,  have  availed  themselves  of  these 
provisions,  and  have  obtained  separate  accounts  to  be  opened  upon 
the  books  of  the  Comptroller's  office,  in  the  name  of  each,  for  his 
share  of  the  land,  and  of  the  rent« 

The  parts  leased  by  John  Gregg,  senior,  and  by  James  Alexander, 
remain  under  the  original  leases,  so  far  as  the  accounts  for  the  rent 
are  concerned,  and  in  relation  to  those  parts  nothing  has  been  done 
under  this  act. 

The  second  section  of  this  act  contains  the  provision  of  which  the 
petitioners  complain,  to  wit :  That  in  order  to  obtain  title  io  their 
respective  portions  of  the  land,  they  are  required  to  pay  into  the 
treasury  a  sum  of  money,  the  interest  upon  which  at  five  per  centp 
(and  not  at  six  per  cent)  shall  be  equal  to  the  rent  charged  upon  their 
respective  parts  of  the  lot 
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The  question  appears  to  the  Commissioners  to  be  purely  one  of 
bargain  between  the  petitioners  and  the  state,  and  to  be  entirely 
open  and  unrestricted  by  any  proceedings  heretofore  had,  unless 
the  Legislature  shall  consider  the  act  of  1819  as  fixing  the  rate  at 
which  the  reversion  held  by  the  state  in  this  land  should  be  sold. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  state  is  bound  to  pay  to  the  Indians 
the  three  hundred  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  these  rents,  annual- 
ly forever.  It  holds  these  leases  as  the  equivalent  for  these  pay- 
ments, and  it  is  not  questioned  that  the  lands  are  perfect  security 
for  the  rents.  The  only  point  to  be  decided  therefore  is,  will  the 
state  sell  its  reversion  at  all,  and  take  the  risk  of  re-investment  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  some  other  fund  which  by  its  regular  in- 
come will  reimburse  the  treasury  for  these  payments  to  the  Indians  ? 
If  so,  upon  what  terms  will  the  Legislature  consent  to  make  that 
sale? 

In  1819  it  was  agreed  to  be  made  upon  the  payment  of  a  sum 
which,  invested  at  6  per  cent,*" would  meet  the  payment  or  equal  the 
rent.  This  act  required  that  all  the  leases  should  be  surrendered, 
and  the  whole  money  paid  as  one  transaction.  With  the  terms  of 
this  law  the  lessees  did  not,  or  could  not,  comply.  In  1827  another 
act  was  passed,  agreeing  to  receive  a  sum  which,  invested  at  five  per 
cent,  should  indemnify  the  treasury,  and  allowing  this  payment  by 
any  person  interested  and  upon  any  part.  No  one  has  expressed  a 
wish  to  avail  himself  of  this  provision  of  this  act.  The  act  of 
1819  must  be  repealed  by  the  act  of  1837,  though  that  repeal  is  not 
expressed  in  words,  and  the  substance  of  the  present  petition  is,  in 
effect,  to  have  that  act  revived,  and  so  extended,  that  anyone  of  the 
persons  interested  may  avail  himself  of  its  provisions  separate  from 
the  others. 

The  petitioners,  no  doubt,  suppose  they  are  injured  by  the  law  of 
1827 — as  they  have  habituated  themselves  to  suppose  that  their  rent 
was  to  be  considered  as  the  interest  at  six  per  cent,  upon  the  pur- 
chase money  of  their  lands.  They  have  probably  so  valued  the  in- 
cumbrance upon  their  titles,  and  the  present  holders  may  have  pur- 
chased with  these  views.  But  the  Commissioners  know  of  no  act 
of  the  Legislature^  or  of  any  agents  of  the  state,  to  authorise  these 
conclusions,  unless  the  established  rate  of  interest  upon  the  sale  of 
state  lands,  or  the  act  of  1819  above  referred  to,  has  done  it; 
and  it  surely  is  for  the  Legislature  to  determine  how  far  either  of 
these  considerations,  or  the  self-created  deception  of  these  lessees. 
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tSori  tbe  ground  of  an  equitable  elaim  to  the  relief  thej  ask ;  aa 
it  is  also  cxelosively  tbe  province  of  tbe  Legislature  to  saj  upon 
what  terms  the  state  shall  receive  tbe  money  for  their  reversionarj 
ij^t  in  these  lands. 

The  Commissioners  have  considered  it  their  duty,  in  as  much  as 
ftis  subject  is  before  the  Legislature,  to  present  them  with  a  state- 
ment of  these  accounts,  of  the  names  of  the  occupants  of  this  land, 
IS  far  u  they  appear  upon  tbe  Comptroller's  books,  of  the  quantity 
of  land  held  by  each,  of  the  annual  rent  chargeable  to  each,  and  of 
the  rent  in  arrear  upon  each  account. 

The  statement  annexed  will  show  these  filets ;  and  it  is  respect- 
foUj  suggested  that,  in  any  legislation  which  may  be  had  upon  the 
subject,  provision  should  be  made  for  the  payment  of  all  rent  in  ar- 
rear upon  any  piece  of  the  land,  before  the  title  to  such  piece  should 
pass  from  the  hands  of  the  state. 

As  it  has  been  formerly  alleged  by  the  occupants  and  sub^lessees 
of  this  Isnd,  that  all  the  original  leases  could  not  be  surrendered,  it* 
may  be  well  for  the  Commissioners  further  to  suggest,  that  under 
a  |;eueral  act  directing  them  to  patent  these  lands,  they  should  not 
feel  themselves  authorised  to  issue  patents  for  any  part,  until  the 
original  lease  for  such  part  was  surrendered  to  them,  or  until  its 
loss  or  destruction  was  conclusively  proved.  It  may,  therefore,  be 
necessary  for  the  Legislature  to  give  to  the  Commissiooers  special 
directions  upon  this  point,  should  they,  by  any  act  they  may  pass, 
order  these  lands  to  be  conveyed  ;  as,  without  the  power  to  pro- 
duce and  sui  render  the  original  leases,  the  petitioners  might  not 
otherwise  be  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the  relief  intended. 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jr.  CamptroUeTy 
A.  C.  FLAGG,  Secretary^ 
SIMEON  DE  WITT,  Surveyor-Gen. 
Dated  Albany^  ISth  January,  1831. 
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ISCHEbULE  Ot  LANDS,  AMOUNT  DUE;  «ie. 

LESSEB8.                                                                  Actm.  rent. 

James  Alieiadder,  sab's.  1  k  2, •  • .  ltS8^^  ||«T  22' 

!^ohn  Gregg,  Sen.  sub's.  3  to  9, 3D0*00  9Cl  00 

John  Gregg,  Jun.  underiet  to  William 

Farrington, sub.  10    77.29  22  97 

David  Frost, 11     71.20  21  16 

Zaccbeus  Barber,. 12    99.80  29  66 

Bobert  Durkee,. IS     99.80  29  66 

^^egi  Hodge  &  Brunson, .14    49 .  90  14  83 

M.  Dudley,  now  P.  Freeman,. .  .15    24.92  7  41} 

N.  Brdwn, ; 16    24.92  7  41^ 

Nichcrfas  Cummings^ ........•••  17    99*90  29.69 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  14,  1831. 


MEMORIAL 

Of  the  Citizens  of  the  Village  of  OgdenBburgh,  St. 
Lawrence  county,  praying  for  an  act  to  regulate 
Sales  at  Auction  of  Merchandize  in  said  county. 

To  the  HanarMe  the  Legislature  of  the  State  o/Neuh¥orkj  in 

Senate  and  Assembly  convened. 

Tour  memorialists,  citizens  of  the  village  of  Ogdensburj^,  wouM 
respedittlly  represent — ^That  public  sentiment,  in  relation  to  our 
auction  system,  has  been  so  generally  expressed  as  to  render  jt  un- 
necessary to  detail  its  demoralizing  effects,  to  satisfy  an  intelligent 
eommunity  that  its  restriction  within  narrower  bounds  is  indispensa-» 
ble  to  the  maintenance  of  sound  morals  and  the  existence  of  either 
useful  or  honorable  mercantile  dealing. 

Were  the  evils  confined  to  our  large  cities,  or  to  the  wholesale 
trade,  less  general  would  be  the  cause  of  complaint ;  but  the  same 
pernicious  influence,  so  loudly  deprecated  on  our  sea*board,  extends 
throughout  the  interior,  and  pervades  every  considerable  village. — 
Ah&ost  every  week  in  the  year  brings  along  one  or  more  of  itine- 
nnt  persons,  with  a  stock  of  goods  of  a  very  inferior  quality,  bought 
up  at  the  petty  auctions  in  the  large  cities.  These  goods  are  fre« 
qoently  put  up  in  a  room  adjoining  some  grocery,  and  sold,  day  after 
daj,  and  night  after  night,  at  auction,  to  purchasers  who  are  unac- 
quainted with,  and  have  no  opportunity  of  examining  the  quality, 
very  much  to  the  detriment  of  such  purchasers,  and  especially  so  to 
the  poorer  class  of  community,  injurious  to  the  settled  and  estab« 
lished  merchant,  and  in  the  wide  field  of  retailing,  extensively  af- 
fects every  class  of  our  citizens,  debases  their  sense  of  honorable 
traffic,  and,  as  a  necessary  consequence  of  idle  and  promiscuous  as- 
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Bemblages,  induces  the  neglect  of  appropriate  callings  and  promotes 
intemperance  and  vice. 

Your  memorialists  are  aware  that  the  revenue  yielded  by  the 
franchise  is  an  important  item  in  the  finances  of  the  state,  judi- 
ciously appropriated  to  its  internal  improvement ;  yet,  at  the  same 
time,  they,  in  common  with  all  who  are  conversant  with  the  sub- 
ject, are  constrained  to  acknowledge  that  these  benefits  are  far  less 
than  the  evils  resulting  from  the  system,  particularly  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  country  villages. 

Believing  that  the  extent  of  this  evil  is  to  be  measured  by  the 
extent  of  country  over  which  the  system  prevails,  and  the  amount 
of  population  thus  pervaded,  rather  than  by  the  aggregate  of  sales 
under  it  in  a  given  place,  and  believing  that  the  cibly  iseasiAsfatlMk 
to  the  state  for  the  license  to  generate  such  evil,  is  deyived'^^from 
the  impost  per  centum  upon  such  aggregate,,  ydsr  inetiuAisalists 
would  respectfully  suggest  the  expediency  of  confining  such  license 
to  those  places  which  do  thus,  in  the  form  of  revenue,  furnish  the 
only  consideration  for  the  grant,  and  thereby  remove  the  evils 
attendant  upon  the  system  of  which  your  memorialists  binably 
eomplain. 

Tour  memorialists,  therefore,  respectfully  ask  of  your  honorable 
body,  to  enact  a  law  prohibiting  auction  sales  in  the  eounty  of  St 
Lawrence,  in  all  cases  other  than  those  specified  in  the  fourth  and 
fifth  sections  of  the  first  title  of  the  seventeenth  chapter  of  the  first 
part  of  the  Revised  Laws. 

Or  prohibiting  the  sale  at  auction,  of  any  article  below  the  value 
of  three  dollars. 

Or  prohibiting  sales  at  auction  on  more  than  one  day  in  each 
week. 


No.   13. 
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January  12,  1831 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  on  the  petition  of 

Abel  Quthrie. 

Mr.  J^  C.  Speneer,  from  the  committee  on  clttmA,  to  when  waft 
referred  (he  petition  of  Abel  Guthrie,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  otfier 
heirs  of  Christian  Guthrie, 

KEPORTED^ 

Bj  an  act  of  the  Leg^latuie,  passed  in  18f  9,  the  eoduaissioners  of 
the  land-office  are  directed  to  cause  letters  patent  to  be  issued  to  the 
heirs  of  Christian  Guthrie  for  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Sterling, 
upon  the  said  heirs  releasing  to  the  State  all  their  claim  to  lot  num- 
ber ninety,  in  Milton.  The  petitioner  not  having  complied  with  the 
condition,  the  two  hundred  acres  have  not  been  granted.  He  says 
Ite  has  releases  from  two  of  his  brothers,  but  it  would  seem  that  he 
bad  sisters,  who  have  left  issue,  but  as  he  has  not  heard  of  them  for 
tweatj  years,  he  presumes  they  are  dead.  It  would  seem  that  the 
^mmissioners  of  the  land-office  were  not  satisfied  with  the  proof  he 
offered  respecting  the  heirs  of  Christian  Guthrie,  and  delined  issuing 
the  letters  patent.  The  petitioner  prays  some  relief,  and  has  inti- 
Ottted  to  the  committee  his  willingness  to  take  other  land  in  Sterling 
in  trust  for  the  heirs  of  Christian  Guthrie. 

The  act  of  1829,  very  cautiously  directs  the  letters  patent  to  be 
issned  to  the  heirs  of  Christian  Guthrie,  without  naming  them.  And 
it  would  seem  to  have  been  intended  to  throw  on  the*  petitioner  the 
burthen  of  showing  who  were  such  heirs,  as  well  as  procuring  re- 
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leases  from  them.  From  an  examination  of  the  reports  of  former 
committees  on  this  subject,  the  present  committee  think  they  6iaco* 
ver  good  reason  for  this  caution,  and  their  opinion  is  confirmed  by  the 
statements  of  the  present  petitioner,  that  the  issue  of  two  of  the  pe- 
titioner's sisters  are  not  accounted  for.  No  evidence  whatever  has 
been  adduced  to  them  to  establish  who  are  the  right  heirs  of  Chris- 
tian Guthrie. 

They  see  no  propriety  in  granting  land  to  the  petitioner  in  trust 
for  those  heirs,  in  preference  to  any  other  person ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, are  well  satisfied  with  the  provision  of  the  act  of  1829,  as  they 
are  calculated  to  cause  the  heirs,  whoever  they  may  be,  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  grant  to  them. 

With  these  views,  the  committee  would  recommend  at  once  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  denied,  with  a  view  of  leaving  the 
heirs  to  avail  themselves  of  the  act  of  1829.  But  by  a  provision  of 
law,  (1  Rev.  Stat.  205,  §45,)  the  commissioners  of  the  land-oflGiee 
have  no  authority  to  execute  the  act,  after  twelve  months  firom-the 
time  of  the  passage. 

4 

They  think  it  but  reasonable  to  extend  the  time  to  enable  the 
heirs  of  Guthrie  to  avail  themselves  of  the  act  of  1829.  And  as  it 
is  understood  that  there  is  yet  land  in  Sterling  to  satisfy  the  grant, 
they  have  agreed  upon  a  bill  to  attain  that  object,  which  they  have 
directed  their  chairman  to  ask  leave  to  introduce. 


No.  U. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  12,  1831 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Claims^  on  the  petition  of 

Gideon  Castle. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Spencer,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  whom  was 
lelerred  the  petition  of  Gideon  Castle, 

REPORTED— 

Tbe  facts  of  this  case  are  so  minutely  detailed  in  a  report  of  th^ 
Attomey-^^eneral  to  the  house  of  Assembly,  made  March  S,  1880, 
which  will  he  found  among  the  legislative  documents  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, No.  2SS,  and  also  in  a  report  of  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
made  at  the  last  session,  (No.  348  of  the  documents,)  that  the  com* 
millee  conceiTe  it  necessary  only  to  notice  the  leading  and  prominent 
features  of  the  case. 

In  1819,  proceedings  by  ejectment  in  behalf  of  the  State,  were  in- 
stituted to  recover  lot  97  in  Camillus,  on  the  ground  that  it  had  es- 
cheated by  the  death  of  Robert  Gipson,  the  patentee,  without  heirs. 
The  petitioner  applied  to  the  then  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Oakley,  to 
stay  proceedings  as  to  66  acres  of  the  lot  which  the  petitioner  claim*, 
ed  to  belong  to  him  by  virtue  of  a  conveyance  from  Orremel  Gipsott, 
the  nephew  and  heir  of  Robert  Gipson.  The  petitioner  declares 
that  an  arrangement  was  made  with  Mr.  Oakley,  by  which  it  was 
agreed  that  depositions  should  be  taken  to  establish  the  fact  of  Or- 
remel Gipson's  heirship.  That  such,  depositions  were  taken  and 
submitted  to  the  Attorney-General,  who  assured  the  petitioner  that 
he  would  abandon  all  pioceedings  in  relation  to  the  fifty-six  acres* 
statement  of  the  petitioner  is  corroborated  and  proved  by  tbe 
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affidavit  of  James  Winder,  who  sajD  he  was  present  when  the  en- 
gagement not  to  proceed  was  made. 

It  is  further  corroborated  by  the  testimony  of  the  officer  who  took 
the  depositions,  who  says  he  did  so  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Oak- 
ley, and  by  other  strong  facts  in  the  case.  Mr.  Oakley's  recollec- 
tion is  very  indistinct,  and  his  statement  does  not,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  ooumittee,  inTalidate  that  of  the  petitioner. 

Judgments  were  however  obtained  by  the  confession  of  the  tenaots 
who  hold  leases* iinder  the  petitioner,  hut  as  he  says,  without  his 
knowledge.  These  judgments  were  obtained  in  May  1820,  and  in 
the  month  of  November  in  ((at  y#ar»  tlie  lots  were  reported  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  land-office.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  from 
this^Am^  t6  SiOf.  1308,  ti^s^Bwett  tAetk  m  Ihe  ^t'of^flbe  Stitte, 
either  to  sell  the  land  or  ttf  dhdaiJi  Aepbdsossion  of  it,  but  the  ten- 
ants were  suffered  to  remain  undisturbed.  Of  course  the  petitioner 
rested  easy,  until  in  1628  he  accidently  saw  an  advertisement  ef  the 
sale  of  the  land  in  question  by  the  Surveyor-Generat  Ife  (all^gisB 
that  he  i^ttended  the  sale  and  solicited  and  remonstrate^  with  the 

•         •  •        • 

Surveyor-General,  who  told  him  that  his  only  relief  was  to  be  had 
by  the  Interposition  of  the  Legiidature.  The  petitionfer  snppoiedhe 
had  done  all  that  he  eould  or  ought  to  do,  and  in  1829  pr^paned  hia 
papers  fer  an  application  to  the  Legislature.  His  advanced  age  (be* 
ing  now  87  years  old,)  and  his  narrow  pecttniary  means,  prevented 
him  frotti  making  an  earlier  application. '  In  1880  his  pelition  wai 
presented  to  the  Assembly,  and  referred  to  the  oontmiittee  on  pabfie 
lands,  a  majority  of  whom  reported  a  bill  directing  the  payment  of 
^^800  to  him.  From  the  lateness  of  the  session  this  bill  was  not  act- 
ed on  in  the  House,  and  the  petition  is  now  renewed. 

Fr«m  this  outline  of  the  leading  facts,  it  is  obvious  that  Ihe  peti- 
tionejr  has  not  been  guilty  of  any  neglect  in  asserting  his  claim  19  due 
time.  And  Ihe  committee  think  there  can  he  no  douU:  ontcrtiiiBed 
that  Ike  petitioner  has  acted  under  a  full  and  honeist  belief  that  the 
praeeedinga  to  reeover  the  land  in  question  wovdd  be  diaoottlinveAi 

Whether  this  belief  was  founded  on  sufficient  evidence,  or  whe- 
ther  i^,  waa  from  misapprehension,  cannot  be  material  y  the  result  to 
4^  petitioner  has  been,  that  he  has  been  deprived  of  the  opportuni- 
ty of  establishing  his  title  to  the  land.  It  appears  to  the  committee 
that  the  most  obvious  dictates  of  justice  require  that  the  petitioner 
should  be  at  least  reinstated  in  the  situation  in  which  he  was  a)  the 
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time  of  the  arrangement  made  with  the  Attorne  j-6eneral.  The  com- 
mittee however  do  not  think  there  is  sufficient  evidence  before  them 
of  the  petitioner's  right  to  the  land,  to  justify  their  reporting  a  bill 
for  the  immediate  payment  to  him  of  the  money  received  by  the 
State.  They  are  of  opinion  that  the  right  should  be  tried  and  deter- 
mined either  by  a  course  of  law,  when  an  opportunity  will  be  given 
to  the  officers  of  the  State  to  contest  the  claim,  or  by  some  tribunal 
better  adapted  to  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  facts,  than  any 
committee  of  the  House  can  be.    They  purpose  therefore  to  allow 
the  petitioner  to  apply  to  the  commissioners  of  the  land-office,  and 
make  proof  of  his  title,  and  if  they  are  satisfied  on  that  point,  to  au- 
thorise them  to  direct  the  payment  to  him  of  ^800,  with  interest 
from  the  time  the  money  was  received  by  the  State ;  or  if  the  peti- 
tioner shall  within  six  weeks,  elect  by  a  written  notice  to  be  served 
OQ  the  Attorney-General,  to  have  his  title  tried  in  a  court  of  law, 
^t  the  Attorney-General  shall  make  up  an  issue  for  that  purpose, 
ind  upon  the  judgment  of  the  supreme  court  therein  being  rendered 
infftTor  of  the  petitioner,  that  he  shall  be  paid  (800,  with  interest, 
tt  before  mentioned,  together  with  his  costs. 

^  conformity  with  these  views,  the  committee  have  prepared  a 
°^  which  is  herewith  reported. 


No.  15. 


IN  ASSEMBLY. 


January  15,  1831. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
Of  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools. 

STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, ) 
Sscrktart's  Offios.       ) 

Albany^  January  15,  1831. 

To  GsoRov  R.  Davis, 

Speaker  of  the  Assembly. 

Sim — ^Herewith  is  presented  the  annual  report  of  tlie  Saperin- 

tendent  of  common  schools. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  FLA6G. 
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STATE  OP  NEW-YORK— Sjbcbktaet's  Officb, 

Albany^  Janwiry  15,  1831. 
The  Secretary  of  State  respectfully  submits  to  the  Legislature 
the  report  required  of  him  as  Superiotendeiit  of  common  schools. 

The  statute  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  to  present  to 
the  Legislature  an  annual  report,  containing, 

^*  1.  A  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  common  schools  of  the 
SUte: 

^^S.  Estimates  and  accounts  of  expenditures  of  the  school  monies. 

^S.^  Plans  for  the  improvement  and  management  of  the  common 
school  fund,  and  for  the  better  organisation  of  the  oammoo  schools ; 
and, 

^  4.  All  such  matters  relating  to  his  office,  and  to  the  common 
schools,  as  he  shall  deem  expedient  to  communicate." 

\.  Asto  the  CondiMon  of  the  CcnmUm  SchooU. 

There  are  fifty*five  organized  counties,  and  seren  hundred  and 
eighty-five  towns  and  wards,  in  the  State.  Returns  have  been  te^ 
cei?ed  from  all  the  county  clerks,  containing  certified  copies  of  the 
reports  of  the  commissioners  of  common  schoob  from  every  town 
in  tba  State. 

An  abstract  of  the  returns  from  the  several  towns,  marked  A,  is 
appended  to  this  report. 

A  general  summary  of  this  abstract,  showing  the  results  in  the 
several  counties,  is  given  in  the  paper  marked  B. 

From  these  abstracts  it  will  appear  that  there  are  in  the  State, 
9,D6S  sohool  districts,  and  that  of  this  number,  8,630  have  complied 
WiUi  the  conditions  of  the  statute,  by  having  schools  kept  by  an  in- 
spected teacher,  and  making  returns  to  the  commissioners  of  com- 
mon schools. 

One  hundred  and  ninety  new  districts  have  been  formed  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  first  of  January,  1830 ;  and  the  number  of 
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districts  which  have  complied  with  the  statute^  so  as  to  participate 
in  the  public  money,  has  increased  3S8  in  the  same  time. 

There*^e,  in  the  districts  from  which  reports  have  been  receiyed, 
497,503  children  over  5  ^d  under  16  years  of  age ;  and  in'  the 
common  schoob  of  the  same  districts^  499^424  scholars  have  been 
taught  during  the  year  preceding  the  first  of  Janua  y,  1830;  the 
general  average  of  instruction  having  been  about  eight  months. 

The  nomber  ot  children  over  5  and  under  16,  excluding  New^ 
York  and  Albany  from  the  estimate,  has  increased  24,194,  since  the 
last  annual  report ;  and  the  number  of  children  taught  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  State,  has  increased  19,383  in  the  same  tfme.^ 

There  are  seven  counties  in  the  state,  namely — Onerda,  Ononda* 
ga,  Otsego,  Jefferson,  Cayuga,  Genesee  and  Monroe,  in  each  of 
which  more  than  fifteen  thousand  schotars  are  reported  as  having 
been  instructed  duringthe  year.  The  first  of  these  eounties,  Onei- 
da, has  returned  20,265  between  6  and  16,  and  19,731  children 
taught.  Including  the  foregoing,  there  are  twenty-four  counties  in 
the  state,  in  each  of  which  more  than  ten  thousand  children  have 
been  taught  during  the  year  embraced  in  the  returns. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  fifteen  towns^  in  each  of  which  more 
Aan  one  thousand  scholars  are  instructed ;  several  towns  report 
more  than  fifteen  hundred^  and  a  few  large  towns  make  returns  of 
more  than  two  thousand  scholars  tai^ht  annually* 

There  are  eighty  towns  in  which  twenty  or  more  school  districts 
are  organized  in  each ;  several  of  the  towns  have  more  than  thirty 
districts.  The  general  average  of  the  number  of  districts  including 
all  the  towns,  is  11}  for  each  town  in  the  state.  The  average  num* 
ber  of  scholars  instructed  in  the  districts  from  which  returns  have 
been  received,  is  a  fraction  more  than  fifty-seven  for  each  sehook — 
This  estimate,  as  well  as  that  relating  to  the  number  of  diildren  in* 
sfructed,  is  based  upon  the  whole  number  of  scholars  on  the  rolls  of 
the  schools,  vfithout  reference  to  the  time  which  each  scholar  has 
attended ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  understood  that  each  one  of  the  499,- 
424  scholars  returned,  has  had  8  months  of  instruction  during  the 

*The  eenius  of  ebildren  residing  in  tiie  districti,  ineladcs  all  of  tiie  sge  of  M,  faiitoad  of 
11^  At  heretofore:  in  eonteqaence  of  this,  the  census  of  the  ehildren  more  nearly  eonals  the 
whole  nnmher  tan^t  than  in  former  years.  Ezeluding  the  eities  of  New-Toric  and  Ammr  tat- 
tirelT  from  the  estmiate,  and  it  leaves  492,461  children  between  frand  IS,  and  491,806  tmUnm 
iMMsht;  ihowiBgaBozoeesof  theohUdfen  beiweenSaiid  16 over  thoeatau|^  of  1^068. 
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year ;  J)ut  that  this  is  the  aggregate  number  of  scholars  on  the  rolb 
of  the  schoolsi  and  receiving  more  or  less  instruction,  and  that8,630 
schools  have  been  kept  open  for  the  reception  of  scholars  an  ave- 
rage period  of  8  out  of  the  12  months. 

The  first  returns  under  the  present  school  system  were  made  in 
1816.  There  were  reported  in  that  year  2,631  schools,  in  wlttch 
140,106  children  were  instructed.  The  increase  of  the  number  of 
sehoob  returned  has  been  5,999  in  fifteen  years,  and  the  increase  of 
the  number  of  scholars  instructed,  has  been  359,318  in  the  same 
period.  The  number  of  children  returned  in  1816,  between  5  and 
15,  was  176,449 ;  the  increase  since  that  time  has  been  321,054. — 
The  school  act  was  revised,  and  new  forms  were  adopted,  in  1819  : 
so  that  in  1821  the  system  was  in  fair  operation ;  and  since  that  pe- 
•riod  the  average  annual  increase  of  the  children  between  5  and  15 
has  been  about  17,300 :  and  the  average  increase  of  the  number  of 
scholars  instructed  has  been  about  20,000  each  year,  for  the  last 
elereo  years.  The  paper  marked  C,  exhibits  a  com|,arative  view 
of  the  returns  from  1816  to  the  present  time. 

II.  Estimaies  and  Expenditures  of  the  School  Monies. . 

Daring  the  year  preceding  the  first  ol  July,  1830,  the  public  ino- ' 
ney  received  by  the  commissioners  of  the  to.wns,  and  apportioned 
to  the  districts  which  had  made  returns,  amounted  to  ^238,651 .36 
cents :  of  this  sum  $100,000  were  paid  from  the  state  treasury ; 
$124,556.04  cents  were  raised  by  tax  upon  the  several  towns, 
and  $14,095.32  cents  were  derived  from  local  funds  possessed  by 
certain  towns. 

The  boards  of  supervisors  are  required  to  assess  upon  each  town 
a  sam  equal  to  the  amount  apportioned  to  the  town  from  the  state 
treasury,  as  its  share  of  the  public  money  ;  and  this  assessment  is 
made  without  a  vote  of  the  town.  In  addition  to  this,  the  inbobi* 
tan  Is  have  authority  to  vote  a  tax  upon  the  town,  equal  to  the  amount 
apportioned  from  the  school  fund  of  the  state.  In  the  towns  wher^ 
sncb  a  resolution  is  passed,  the  board  of  supervisors  are  authorised 
and  required  to 'assess  upon  that  town  double  the  amount  of  the  ap* 
portionment  from  the  state  treasury ;  which  sum,  when  coUeeted, 
goes  into  the  hands  of  the  school  commissioners,  and  together  with 
the  money  received  from  the  state  treasury,  constitutes  the  publio 
•ehool  money  for  that  town. 

The  publio  money  paid  to  the  common  schools  during  the  past 
year  exceeds,  by  $23,811.22  cents,  the  amount  paid  the  preceding 
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year.  Of  this  increase  fourteen  thousand  dollars  were  raised  by 
tax  in  New- York,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  in  1829,  requiring 
the  corporation  to  collect  a  sum  equal  to  one-eightieth  of  one  per 
cent  of  the  value  of  the  real  and  |)ersonaI  property  in  the  city,  to 
be  applied  exclusively  to  the  purposes  of  common  schools.  The 
towns  have  raised  about  6,000  dollars  by  vote,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  required  to  entitle  them  to  the  school  money  paid  from  tka 
treaanry.  The  amount  returned,  as  having  been  paid  in  the  distrieta 
fior  teachers'  wages,  over  and  above  the  public  money,  exceeds  by 
f49yT58.76  cents,  the  sum  paid  for  the  same  object  the  previous 
year*  About  the  same  number  of  towns  omitted  to  make  returns  in 
each  year. 

The  productive  capital  of  the  school  fund  has  been  increased 
^0,000  during  the  past  year,  by  sales  of  lands  belonging  to  the  fund. 

There  is  now  in  the  treasury,  belonging  to  the  capital  of  the  com- 
mon school  fund,  ^83,463.85  cents,  which  by  the  present  statute  is 
to  be  invested  in  any  of  the  stocks  of  the  state,  at  the  market  price 
of  the  same. 

The  productive  capital  of  the  school  fund  now  amounts  to  |^1,696,- 
743.66  cents.  The  revenue  actually  received  into  the  treasury  on 
account  of  this  fund,  for  the  past  year,  has  been  ^100,678.60  cents. 
This  is  the  first  year  in  which  the  revenue  of  the  fund  has  produ- 
ced the  sum  required  for  the  annual  distribution.  The  receipts  of 
the  coming  year,  are  estimated  by  the  Comptroller  at  $101,350. — 
The  statement  marked  D,  contains  the  items  of  which  the  school 
Aind  eonaists,  and  the  estimate  of  revenue  upon  each  item. 

The  constitution  which  was  adopted  in  1821  contains  the  follow- 
ing provision : — ^^  The  proceeds  of  all  lands  belonging  to  thia  statei 
ezoept  such  parts  thereof  as  may  be  reserved  or  appropriated  to 
jfMic  uses,  or  ceded  to  the  United  States,  which  shall  hereafter  be 
•oM  or  disposed  of,  together  with  the  fund  denominated  the  com- 
■Mm  school  fund,  shall  be  and  remain  a  perpetual  fund,  the  interest 
of  which  shall  be  inviolably  appropriated  and  ap[died  to  the  support 
of  eommon  schools  throughout  this  state."  X^^e  construction  ^ven 
to  this  provision  in  the  constitution  .by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Land-Office  b,  that  it  embraces  all  lands  which  were  unappropriated 
at  the  time  the  constitution  took  effect.  It  will  be  seen  by  a  report 
made  to  the  Senate  in  1829,  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land-Of* 
fice  (Senate  Journals  of  1829,  appendix  F.)  that  the  school  fond 
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bnds  amounted  to  869)178  acrea.  More  than  850,000  acres  out  of 
the  869,000,  lie  in  the  fourth  Senate  diitriet,  and  in  the  great  wft- 
dernesa  which  is  surrounded  by  the  settlements  in  Montgomerf , 
Warren,  Essex,  Clinton,  Franklin,  St.  Lawrence  and  Heridauir 
counties.  The  increase  of  the  productire  capital  of  the  fund,  from 
die  sales  of  these  lands,  will  not  be  as  great  in  amount,  or  as  rapid, 
as  seems  to  be  demanded  by  the  great  increase  of  the  children  who 
ire  in  need  of  common  school  instruction. 

There  is  a  local  school  fiind  derived  from  lots  resenred  by  the 
state  for  gospel  and  school  purposes  in  several  of  the  towns  in  the 
eounties  of  Broome,  Cayuga,  Chenango,  Cortland,  Madison,  Onon* 
dags,  Seneca,  St  Lawrence  and  Tompkins.  Ninety-six  towns  are 
reported  as  having  participated  in  this  or  other  local  funds,  the  tetal 
amount  of  which,  for  the  past  year,  was  $  1 4,095 « 88  cents.  The 
lands  derived  from  the  gospel  and  school  lots  are  safely  Tested^ 
and  the  interest  only  is  apportioned  annually  to  the  common  schools* 
Some  of  the  towns  receive  an  annual  interest  ftx>m  this  sourse,  of 
|600,  and  others  as  bigh  as  $1,000.  The  paper  marked  E,  shows 
the  towns  which  have  shared  in  the  benefits  of  these  reserved  IcpIs.  ' 

IIL  The  Managemeni  of  the  Common  School  Fumd. 

The  productive  capital  of  the  common  school  fund  consists  of 
407,000  dollars  of  five  per  cent  canal  stock ;  of  bonds  and  mortga- 
ges for  lands  sold,  842,613  dollars,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent:  of  the  loans  of  1786, 1792  and  1808,  amounting  in  all  to  703,- 
692  dollars,  at  an  average  interest  of  about  six  per  cent :  of  bank 
stock  230,(X)0  dollars,  on  which  the  dividends  have  heretofore  been 
six  per  cent :  loans  from  the  capital  to  the  counties  of  Broome, 
Clinton,  Erie,  Chautauque  and  Cattaraugus,  18,800  dollars,  at  an  in- 
terest of  six  per  cent.  These  sums  are  safely  and  profitably  invest- 
ed, and  with  the  exception  of  the  interest  on  the  individual  bopds 
for  school  fund  lands  sold,  the  revenues  arising  upon  theiie  itROHi 
may  be  counted  upon  with  reasonable  certainty. 

•  ■ 

Applications  have  heretofore  been  made,  and  others  will  pr4>beb^ 
be  presented  at  the  present  session,  for  the  loan  of  portions  of  the 
school  fund  to  various  counties.  Such  loans,  at  six  per  cent,  are  at 
least  as  profitable  and  as  safe  as  any  investments  which  can  be  made 
•I  tUs  time  ;  provided,  the  county  be  held  responsible  for  the  pay* 
meat  of  the  interest  annually,  and  for  making  up  all  losses  in  the 
piUtpeki 
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The  loans  of  1786  and  1792  were  made  on  the  responsibility  of 
iSke  oeanties,  and  the  loan-officers  are  appointed  by  the  boards  of  su- 
perviaors  of  the  several  counties.  For  the  loan  of  1808  the  coun- 
ties are  not  responsible  (brjdeficiencies,  and  the  commissioners  of 
^is  loan  are  appointed  fay  the  Governor  and  Senate. 

In  the  revision  of  the  statutes  on  the  subject  of  these  loans, 
the  ^^  Loan-Officers'^',  who  have  charge  of  the  loans  of  1786  and 
1792,  are  so  blended  with  the  ^'  Commissioners  of  Loans",  who 
have  chaiige  of  the'  loans  of  1808,  as  to  raise'  a  question  whether  the 
losses  upon  the  loans  of  1786  and  1792  shall  be  borne  by  the  comi- 
ties or  by  the  school  fund.  The  law  in  relation  to  the  loan  of  1792 
pix)vides,  that  ^'  if  any  deficiency  has  happened,  by  borrowers  not 
having  right  to  the  lands  mortgaged,  or  by  the  selling  thereof  at  a  leas 
price  than  what  is  before  mentioned,  or  otherwise — ^then  the  said  su- 
pervisors, or  a  majority  of  them,  with  the  concurrence  of  one  or  more 
of  the  county  judges,  shall  cause  all  such  deficiencies  to  be  assessed 
and  levied  in  the  county,  as  other  county  charges,  so  that  the  whole 
of  such  deficiencies  be  paid  to  the  said  loan-officers  by  the  first 
Tuesday  of  May  then  next  following."  Under  this  provision  seve- 
ral of  the  counties  have  been  heavily  taxed  to  make  up  for  deficien- 
cies in  the  fund.  The  county  of  Dutchess  in  one  case  paid  7,000 
dollars ;  and  the  great  security  of  these  loans  was  the  liability  to 
which  the  counties  were  subjected ;  and  it  never  could  have  been 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature  to  surrender  this  security  in  regard 
to  them. 

It  will  be  in  vain  that  the  constitution  has  thrown  its  protection 
around  the  school  fund,  and  has  declared  that  it  ^'  shall  be  and  re- 
main a  perpetual  fund,"  if  the  security  on  which  it  rests  is  to  be 
given  up  in  regard  to  investments  which  remain  unchanged* 

It  is  a  matter  of  justice  to  the  school  fund  that  sec.  46,  page  374 
of  the  1st  Revised  Statutes,  should  be  so  modified  as  to  remove  any 
question  about  the  liability  of  the  counties  to  make  good  all  deficien- 
cies in  the  loans  of  1786  and  1792 ;  or  in  other  words,  to  allow  the 
security  in  regard  to  alt  the  loans  to  remain  upon  the  same  footing 
as  heretofore. 

The  schocd  fund  has  180,000  dollars  in  the  stock  of  the  Mer^ 
chants'  Bank  in  the  city  of  New-York.  The  charter  of  that  hnk 
expires  in  1832,  and  an  application  has  already  been  made  for  its  re- 
newal.   If,  from  any  cause,  the  charter  should  not  be  renewad^  it 


Nd.  ISO  9 

il  obrlous  that  some  embarraasment  may  be  ezpeitenced  in  regard 
to  the  anniMl  revenue  arising  from  that  item  of  the  fund ;  and  it 
wddd  also  be  necesaarj  to  provide  for  the  re-investmef)t  of  the 
ar^ib  of  the  stoelL 

The  attention  of  the  Legislature  is  respectfully  called  to  the  sug- 
gestion in  the  last  annual  report,  in  regard  to  authorising  the  Com- 
mittioners  of  the  Canal  Fund,  whenever  loans  are  to  be  made,  to  is- 
sue five  per  cent  stock  at  par,  to  take  up  the  amount  of  the  schdbl 
fiiiid  capital  in  the. treasury  at  the  time  of  issuing  the  stock.  A  law 
of  this  character  was  passed  in  1829,  (chap*  S25)  in  relation  to  the 
stock  of  the  Cayuga  and  Seneca  cai^al.  A  similar  law  is  recom-^ 
mended  in  relation  to  the  stock  to  be  issued  for  the  canals  now  ma* 
king.  There  is  150,000  dollars  of  stock  yet  to  be  issued  for  the 
Obamong  canal,  and  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund  might  be 
Jttthorbed  to  use  the  88,000  dollars  of  school  fund  money  now  in 
Ike  treasury-,  and  issue  five  per  ce'nt  stock  at  par  for  the  use  of  the 
iAool  fimd. 

If  this  deprives  the  local  fund  of  the  benefit  which  might  be  ob- 
tained hf  a  sale  of  the  stock  in  market,  yet  as  the  premium  is  paid 
upM  iiie  credit  of  the  state,  and  lis  every  section  ^ill  have  to  con- 
fnbote  to  sustain  this  credit,  it  is  entirely  just  that  this  premium 
should  be  shared  by  the  whole  state  ;  which  will  be  the  case  if  it  is 
yielded  to  the  common  schools. 

IV.  The  organization  of  the  Common  Schools. 
The  best  proof  of  the  excellence  of  the  organization  of  our  com- 
mon school  system,  is  found  in  the  fact,  that  the  trustees  of  8,630 
districts  have  made  reports  to  the  Commissioners  of  Common 
Schools ;  showiog  that  in  each  of  those  districts  a  school  has  been 
tau|^t  for  at  least  three  months  during  the  year,  by  a  teacher  to 
whoa^  qiOAlifieatiotis  the  Inspeetora  have  certified  ;  and  furnishing 
also  a  eenaus  ot  the  Dumber  as  well. of  resident  children,  as  of 
these  inatnicted;  and  rendering  an  accpunt  for  th^e  public  money  re* 
ceived  by  their  district  the  prelseding  year.  Tliat  abstracts  of  these 
reports  of  the  trustees,  have  been  made  out  and  transmitted  to 
fte  Jioailty  clerks,  by  the  Commissioners  Of  785  towns  and 
Wi^s-;  Ahdthat  cdpi^s  bf  these  reports  of  the  Commissioners  of 
tkh^dttj  uirf^i-ihe  WrtifltAte  afad  seal  of  the  tedtthty  clerks,  haV« 
imti  tfevtisnlttted  to  the  Supeiintendent,  embracing  rettirns  from 
every  town  and  ward  in  the  state.    The  sehool  moiley  arising  from 
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the  state  fund,  is  paid  by  the  Compti  oiler,  oa  or  after  the  first  • 
February,  to  the  treasurers  of  55  counties,  and  by  the«e  officers .  i» 
distributed  to  the  commissioners  of  785  towns  and  wards,  aoeordin^ 
to  the  apportionment  furnished  to  the  treasurer  by  the  Superintend* 
ent ;  and  by  the  town  commissioners  the  money  is  apportioned  ac- 
cording to  the  children  over  5  and  under  16,  and  paid  to  the  tms- 
tees  of  8,630  school  districts  ;  and  by  the  latter  officers  is  paid  to 
the  teachers  in  the  several  district  schools.  There  are  more  than 
fifty  thousand  officers  of  common  schook,  and  a  defalcation,  or  any 
misapplication  of  the  school  money,  by  any  of  the  numerous  offi- 
cers through  whose  hands  it  passes,  is  of  rare  occurrence.  In  the 
returns  of  the  present  year,  two  instances  only  are  reported  in  tbe 
whole  state. 

These  are  results  highly  creditable  to  the  fidelity  of  Ae  officers 
of  common  schools  ;  and  they  give  evidence  of  a  zeal  in  the  cause 
of  common  school  education,  and  an  attention  to  this  vital  intereal^ 
which  must  command  the  approbation,  and  encourage  the  hopes,  «C 
every  friend  of  our  free  institutions. 

If  there  is  reason  to  regret  that  the  standard  of  education,  in  tbe 
schools  generally,  is  much  below  what  it  ought  to  be ;  still  there  is 
good  reason  to  rejoice,  that  such  great  results  have  crowned  the  ef- 
forts of  a  few  years* 

It  is  gratifying  to  witness  the  increased  attention  which  men  of 
intelligence  are  bestowing  upon  the  subject  of  common  school  edu- 
cation in  all  parts  of  the  state.  These  efibrts,  aided  by  the  public 
press,  will  invigorate  the  System,  and  give  a  new  character  to  the 
schools. 


A  committee  of  the  citizens  of  Rochester  presented  a 
to  the  last  legislature,  which  evinced  much  research  and  aftentien' 
to  the  subject  of  common  school  instruction  ;  and  proposed  a'  plan 
for  a  state  seminary  for  the  education  of  teachers,  and  a  town  cen- 
tral school,  in  order  to  extend  the  system  to  each  town  in  tbe  stale. 
This  document  is  numbered  887,  of  the  last  session. 

The  establishment  of  a  seminary  for  the .  special  edu<saliiKi  4C 
teachers,  has  been  a  favorite  plan  with  those  who  hay^tiM-ned  tb«br 
attention  to  the  improyement  of  common  schools  iAtbians  weU  wist 
other  states  ;  and  Governor  Glinton  recommended  such  a  aeminaiy 
ia  hit  message  to  the  Le|pslfltare„  in  18t7. 
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The  committee  on  literature,  in  the  Senate,  to  whom  this  subject 
was  referred,  in  a  report  made  to  that  body,  in  ISST,  ( Senate  Journals^ 
p.  226,)  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  academies  maj  be  made  to 
answer  the' purpose  of  seminaries  for  the  preparation  of  teachers  for 
the  common  schools.  To  aid  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  object 
the  act  of  April  13,  1827,  wap  passed,  entitled  ^*  An  act  to  provide 
permanent  funds  for  the  annual  appropriation  to  common  schools,  to 
increase  the  literature  fund,  and  to  promote  the  education  of  teach* 


crs,'* 


Thb  law  appropriated  150,000  dollars  to  aid  the  academies,  and 
155,616  dollars  to  aid  the  common  schools ;  making  the  total  sum  of 
285,616  dollars,  taken  from  the  general  funds  of  the  state,  and  ap- 
plied to  the  academies  and  common  schools,  in  that  year. 

The  Regents  of  the  University  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the 
obligation  which  rested  upon  them,  in  consequence  of  this  liberal 
qyropriation  to  the  literature  fund ;  and  their  annual  report  of 
1828,  encourages  the  belief  that  the  seminaries  which  participate  in 
tte  literature  fund,  will  in  some  measure  become  nurseries  of  teach- 
ers for  the  common  schools.* 

In  1830,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  arising  from  the  litera* 
toie  fund,  was  apportioned  to  fifty-five  academies,  which  reported 
more  than  two. thousand  students  pursuing  classical  studies,  or  the 
er  branches  of  an  English  education. 


The  paper  marked  F,  which  exhibits  the  number  of  academies 
,iand  their  location,  the  number  of  scholars,  and  the  money  apportion- 
ed to  each  school,  as  well  as  their  classification  in  the  several  dis- 
tricts, is  extracted  from  the  appendix  to  Mr.  Butler's  Discourse  be- 
fore the  Albany  Institute.  This  schedule  shows  that  there  is  a 
Dumber  equal  to  seven  seminaries,  in  each  senate  district,  which 

*  The  Rcgeotf  in  Uieir  aiiaiial  report  m — '*  The  academiei  haye  become,  in  the  opinion  of 
Hie  Regents,  what  it  has  been  ahrays  detirable  they  shoold  be,  fit  seminariea  for  imparting  in- 
■trnetioa  in  the  higher  branches  of  Kn^h  edoeaUon,  and  eapeeially  for  qualifying  teaehen  of 
sehooli,  as  well  as  for  prepanhg  students  in  classical  studies,  pielimmary  to  a  coUe* 
For  this  eloTation  and  degree  of  osefalnesa,  to  which  our  academies  hare  thua 


attained,  thej  are  chiefly  indebtea  to  the  mnniilcence  of  the  Legislature  ;  first,  hi  the 

•atebUehment  of  the  Uteratare  land  for  the  special  eocooragement  of  these  institationsL 

Meat  Sn  the  gndnal  increase  of  that  fiind,  from  time  to  time,  npUi.  by  the  extraordinaiy  ana 

,  Bsade  by  the  act  of  April  last,  the  fund  has  become 


liberal  endowment  of  150,000  dollars 
sf  each  asagnitiide  as  to  enable  the  Begents  to  distribute  to  eyery  academy,  entitled  to  partici- 
pate in  a  diridend,  sufficient,  with  the  aid  of  ordinary  tuition  money  and  other  revenues,  to  se- 
eare  the  serriees  of  the  most  able  teachers,  and  thereby  to  enable  the  seyeral  institutions  to  ful- 
II  a&  the  benefieial  ends  for  which  they  were  established.    • 

"  The  LegMletura  haying,  by  the  act  before  referred  to,  declared  it  to  be  one  of  their  primaiy 
sMsets  m  tKe  great  increase  aaade  by  them  of  the  literatare  fund,  to  promote  the  education  of 
liiahMra,  the  Begenta  eqnaUy  with  the  Legislature,  being  impressed  wiUi  the  sense  of  the  para- 
Matt  iapofftanee  of  iSu  g^  ollieot,  wifl  always  cheeffoOy  eo-opevite  la  praaotug  Hi 
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are  capable  of  fitting  teachers  for  the  couunon  schools*  These  $ipmir 
oaries  have  already  received,  from  the  funds  of  the  state,  i&  grants 
of  money,  of  land,  and  in  the  revenue  of  the  literature  fund,  the 
sum  of  169,716  dollars,  and  are  now  receiving  annually  the  reve- 
nue ($10,000,)  of  a  capital  of  256,000  dollars. 

What  more  ready  or  practicable  plan  can  be  offered,  than  to 
convert  these  numerous  academies,  equal  in  number  to  the  counties 
in  the  state,  into  seminaries  for  training  teachers  ?  The  state  has 
done  much  for  these  schools,  and  something  in  aid  of  the  cause  of 
the  coinmon  schools  may  reasonably  be  expected  from  them.  And  if 
the  required  information,  to  fit  a  person  for  teaching,  can  be  obtaiq- 
ed  in  the  present  institutions,  sound  policy  and  good  economy  aie 
in  favor  of  relying  upon  them  for  the  training  of  teachers.  There 
is  already  invested  in  real  estate,  buildings,  libraries,  and  philoso- 
phical apparatus,  an  amount  of  more  than  400,000  doUwrs  in  ihm  in- 
oorporated  academies,  which  are  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  Ke* 
gents  of  the  University.  The  teachers  of  these  academies  ere  wp* 
presented  by  the  Regents  as  well  qualified  to  discharge  the  dtiUes 
of  their  stations.  Is  it  not  feasible,  as  well  as  desirable,  to  lAakn 
these  seminaries  the  nurseries  for  teachers  ?  The  Regents  are  desi- 
rous that  it  should  be  so,  and  the  instructors  of  the  academies  are 
not  only  willinji;,  but  able,  to  discharge  their  duty  in  the  premises. 
They  are  generally  persons  of  good  talents,  of  experience  in  the 
business  of  teaching ;  and  they  are  the  very  persons  from  wliose 
ranks  the  professors  of  a  state  institution  would  be  selected,  if  one 
was  established.  Can  they  not  be  made  equally,  if  not  more,  use- 
ful in  their  present  situations  } 

It  is  iirged,  however,  that  very  few  of  those  educated  at  the  col- 
leges or  academies,  engage  as  teachers  of  the  common  schools,  and 
that  there  is  a  very  great  deficiency  in  the  number  of  those  who  are 
properly  qualified.*    This  state  of  things  is  conceded,  and  the  impor- 


•  The  eovmittee  AppaiBted  by  the  iahabitaiitf  of  Rochester,  addreMed  eiroUars  to  Ui«  ip- 
tpecton  of  the  leTenJ  towns  in  Monroe  ;  and  the  foUowing  interesting  &ets  are  gjren  as  the 
resttlt : 


X'  That  the  aterage  proportion  ofinttmetion  by  male  teachers,  in  eaeh  town,  is  Ibw : 
tl.  By  female  teachers,  fire  months. 

III.  That  the  average  number  of  male  teaohers,  who  hare  reeeired  an  edoeatiott  at  our  ■• 
Corporated  academies  or  colleges,  is  rery  smaU  ;  say  from  one-firaith  to  onMwrth  of  tii«  whbte 
number  employed,  probably  an  arerage  of  one-eighth. 

IV.  That "  a  great  number"  of  incompetent  teachers  hare  been  employedi  and  the 


signed  are — ^The  scarcity  of  competent  teachers;  the  snudlness  of  oompensiftion;  thefimHof 
inspectors  in  giving  certificates  to  incompetent  teachers;  the  yielding  or  inspectors  to  Ac  so* 
licitations  of  trustees  to  nre  a  certificate  after  examining  a  teacher  and  finding  him  defieieftt; 
the  employment  of  female  teachers  during  the  summer  months,  withdnt  beang  ainmined;  the 
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laat question  arises,  why  is  it  so?  Is  not  the  principal  cause  tob^  trac- 
ed to  the  smallne^s  of  the  compensation  of  teachers,  coinpar^  to 
that  which  is  paid  to  persons  of  good  talents  and  acquirements  in 
all  the  other  pursofts  of  life  f 

The  expense  of  a  state  seminary  would  be  a  serious  objection,  in 
the  present  state  of  the  treasury,  even  if  it  promised  to  accompUsb, 
what  has  not  been  realized  from  the  academies — ^namely — ^to  supp^ 
die  districts  with  first  rate  teachers,  for  second  rate  prices. 

Tbe  revenues  of  the  State  have  been  liberally  contributed  in  ^d 
pf  the  colleges,  academies,  comipon  schools,  and  the  canals  \  and 
these  pleasures,  which  have  added  so  much  to  the  honor  and  glory 
9f  the  S^iie,  as  well  as  to  the  wealth  and  permanent  good  of  its  in- 
habitants, have  so  far  exhausted  tbe  general  funds,  that  tbe  estabKab- 
laeat  of  seminaries  for  teachers  could  only  be  accomplished  by  # 
iff  upon  the  people  to  pay  the  expense.  If  they  are  unwilling  to 
be  assessed  in  their  districts  to  pay  tbe  wages  of  competent  teachers, 
who  have  b^en  educated  in  academies  already  erected,  would  they 
))e  willing  to  pay  a  tax  for  a  seminary  to  train  the  teaclfer,  and  af- 
terwards contribute  in  the  district  to  pay  bim  tbe  required  wages  to 
ensure  his  services? 

Another  plan  has  been  suggested,  which  contemplates  the  esta- 
blishment of  state  schools ;  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  relieve  the 
parents  from  the  care  of  their  children,  who  are  to  be  taken  under 
the  guardianship  of  the  state,  and  not  only  educated,  but  clothed| 
fed  and  lodged  in  apartments  connected  with  the  establishment. 

• 

Itis  urged  in  support  of  this  plan,  that  astrictly  republican  education 
i$  e^ential  to  the  preservation  of  that  equality  which  is  contempli^ted 
by  our  free,  institutions,  and  that  ^^ if  the  childien  from  the  state 
schools  are  to  go  every  evening,  the  one  to  his  wealthy  parents'  soft 
e^rpeted  drawing-room,  and  tbe  other  to  its  poor  father's  or  widowed 
nother's  comfortless  cabin,  they  will  not  return  the  next  day  as 
friends  and  equals." 

-  '  ■       ■  •        >       * 

■Ui  cithur  ehildreii.  exhibited  by  tbeir  negleet  to  risit  tlie  tchooli,  end  their  ditposition  to 
IM,  Sa  Bttay  lAatAneet,  lesi  Uberdity  in  the  peymeDt  of  teachert,  tiien  in  tnj  other  (rafNurtaent 
<(  taBMtie  eeonfloi  j> 

V.  Thst  tbe  arerace  compeantion,  per  month,  to  male  teaehen,  it  $\2  to  ei4,  to  jTefeMle 

VI.  That  the  arenige  nnmber  of  diSerent  kindi  of  tpdling  booki,  naed  in  eaeh  town,  ia  Ibar, 
fMMT*  four,  nrlthmetjea  fire,  gcognphies  fov. 

VII.  That  the  inconrenienee  experienced  from  frequent  ebangei  of  books,  ariaing  chieSy 
' — thadirarfitieB  of  taata  or  jvdsnnBt  ia  the  teaohers,  **  i«  rery  great." 
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This  Dcw^system  would  not  reach  the  children  of  those  who  now 
send  to  private  schools,  any  more  than  the  present  system  does. 

In  the  coutatry  towns,  the  great  mass  of  the  inhabitants  send  to  the 
district  schools;  and  it  would  be  fortunate  indeed,  if  our  common 
schools  had  no  greater  evils  to  overcome,  than  this  imaginary  one,  of 
an  apprehended^inequality  which  is  to  interrupt  the  association  of 
school  children,  because  there  may  be  an  inequality  in  the  property 
of  their  parents. 

In  the  practical  operation  of  our  system,  does  the  evil  complained 
of  exist  ?  The  children  of  the  rich  and  the  poor  meet  at  the  district 
school  upon  a*footing  of  perfect  equality,  and  the  only  distinction 
recognized  by  law  or  custom,  is,  that  of  scholarship  and  good  conduct. 
At  home,  the  wealthy  parent,  who  has  any  practical  common  sense, 
teaches  his  children  that  their  future  advancement  and  standing  in 
society  will  be  controlled  by  the  same  causes  which  influence  the 
destinies  of  the  children  of  their  less  wealthy  neighbors,  viz :  )>y 
their  own  exertions  and  good  conduct;  and  the  children  of  the  poor 
are  taught  by  the  precepts  of  their  parents,  as  well  as  by  the  practical 
operations  of  our  free  institutions,  that  the  first  honors  of  the  nation 
may  be  achieved  by  the  persevering  industry,  and  virtuous  conduct, 
of  a  boy  who  commences  his  career  in  the  humblest  walks  of  life. 

The  children'of  the'^poor  are  as  much  attached  to  their  homes, 
however  humble,  as  are  those  of  the  rich,  however  splendid ;  and  it 
is  more  common  to  see  the  children  of  a  school  awarding  distinction 
to  a  good  scholar  whose  parents  are  poor,  than  to  see  them  paying 
deference  to  onej  merely  on  account  of  the  wealth  of  its  parents. 

If  the  attainment  of  a  republican  system  of  equality  is  the  object 
aimed  at,  who  that  has  a  knowledge  of  our  population  would  advise 
the  substitution  of  state  guardianship,  even  for  the  children  of  the 
poor,  in  preference  to  the  more  natural,  and  much  more  useful  guar- 
dianship, of  their  humble  parents ;  whose  attachment  to  their  children 
increases  their  love  of  country,  because  its  institutions  hold  out  to 
their  offspring  advantages  which  it  is  not  their  lot  to  bestow :  Ha- 
ving few  objects  on  which  to  bestow  their  affections,  they  have  a 
larger  share  for  their  children  and  their  country ;  and  if  disinterested 
patriotism  is  any  where  to  be  learned,  it  is  at  the  fireside  of  the 
humble,  uopreteriding  citizen.  While  his  children  are  taught  that 
they  must  labor  for  six  months  in  the  year  in  order  to  enjoy  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  common  school  for  the  other  six  months,  they  are  at 
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the  aame  time  taught  to  believe  th»t  they  are  in  no  respect  infetier 
to  those  of  their  wealthy  neighbors ;  and  that  meritorious  condnely 
and  not  property,  is  the  true  passport  to  distinction*  Instead  of  ii»- 
bibing  sentiments  which  tend  to  degrade  them  in  their  own  estimation, 
the  children  of  the  great  mass  of  our  population  are  taught,  at  home, 
lessons  of  the  purest  republican  equality,  and  of  the  loftiest  patriotism* 

Our  present  system,  except  in  the  cities  4nd  a  few  villages,  where 
special  laws  interfere,  is  admirably  constructed  to  bring  the  children 
of  the  rich  and  the  poor  together,  without  the  feelings  of  arnf^nce  in 
one  portion,  or  of  degradation  in  another.  The  indigent  receive 
the  contributions  of  the  wealthy  in  the  support  of  the  school  at  which 
the  children  of  both  are  instructed,  without  any  circumstances  which 
give  to  the  school  the  character  of  a  pauper  establishment,  or  which 
enable  the  children  of  the  rich  to  know  or  feel  that  any  of  their 
school-feUows  are  placed  there  upon  a  footing  different  from*  their 
own* 

The  operations  of  the  system  may  be  illustrated  by  taking  the 
case  of  two  persons  in  a  district,  each  having  children,  the  one  worth 
10,000  dollars,  and  the  other  limited  to  the  property  which  is  exempt 
from  execution,  and  his  family  dependent  tor  bread  upon  his  daily 
labor.  The  first  pays  the  town  tax  to  make  up  the  amount  correa* 
ponding  with  the  apportionment  from  the  state  treasury;  he  then 
pays  a  tax  in  his  district  for  the  erection  of  a  school-house,  and  for 
furnishing  it  with  fuel  and  necessary  appendages :  So  far,  the  poor 
man  in  the  c^se  supposed,  has  not  been  called  upon  to  contribute  any' 
thing,  although  the  school-house  has  been  erected  and  furnished  with 
fuel  and  appendages,  and  one  third  of  the  money  to  pay  the  teaches 
has.  been  raised.  At  this  point  in  the  operation  of  the  system,  the 
children  come  together  at  the  school  upon  a  footing  of  the  most  entire 
equality.  How  can  it  be  otherwise,  for  the  parents  of  eaeh  bava 
complied  with  all  the  requirements  of  the  law  ;  and  in  applying  the 
public  money,  the  children  of  the  rich  and  the  poor  share  alike  i  U 
one  b  the  recipient  of  the  public  bounty,  and  obnoxious  to  the  atipB* 
tation  of  being  a  charity  scholar,  he  is  not  more  so  than  the  other.  .  * 

It  is  susceptible  of  demonstration,  that  our  system  does  bring  the 
children  of  the  rich  and  the  poor  together  in  the  great  m^prity  of 
the  sehppls.  In  481  towns,  there  are  more,  scholars  ^y^t  thifft 
the  whole  number  of  children  between  6  and  16 ;  and  in  a  great  mf^ 
jority  of  the  275  remaining  towns,  those  instructed  approach  so  near 
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tin  whele  ounber  of  cbiUren  between  5  and  16,  as  diearlj  W  show 
OuA  the  schools  embrace  the  children  of  nearly  all  the  inhabttitfali 

of  the  districts  and  towns. 

•'    •  . 

H  iilriU  be  seen,  also,  by  reference  to  the  paper  marked  O,  ibat  iil 
ftS  codnties,  the  proportion  of  thoie  instructed  in  .the  common 
schools^  is  more  than  1  to  8|,  and  in  the  whole  state,  about  1  to 

S^jfj  of  the  whole  number  of  souls. 

» 

With  this  state  of  facts,  can  any  one  doubt  that  the  great  mass  of 
the  chOdrlsn  of  the  rich  and  poor  mingle  and  are  instructed  togeth- 
er in  the  common  schools?  This  system,  then,  secures  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  most  liberal  republican  equality,  without  any  of  the 
disadvanti^s,  and  great  burthens,  of  the  state  guardianship  system. 

If  there  are  cfny  scholars  in  the  district,  whose  parents  are  in  indi- 
gent circumstances,  the  trustees  have  authority  to  release  them 
from  the  payment  of  any  thing  whatever  ;  and  this  is  done  at  the 
close  of  the  term,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  divest  the  transaction  of  all 
circumstances  calculated  to  wound  the  feelings  of  the  scholars. 

It  is  one  of  the  most  valnable  features  of  our  school  system,  ihat 
while  its  tendency  is  to  iiiduce  those  in  easy  circumstances  to  send 
theif  children  to  the  district  school,  the  poor  are  not  turned  away, 
but  tn  troth  are  instructed  at  the  same  school  with  their  more  forta^ 
nate  neighbers,  upon  a  footing  5f  the  most  frieiidly  equality.  To 
ttiis,  more  than  to  any  thing  else,  are  we  indebted  for  the  success 
#hlch  has  attended  the  school  system.  Establishments  designed 
sieMy  for  the  education  of  the  poor,  have  such  a  tendency  to  form 
aggraded  class,  and  are  so  nearly  associated  in  the  public  estima- 
tion with  pauperism,  that  they  will  be  shunned  by  all  persons  of 
Spirit  and  indepehdence  of  mind.  A  plan  for  the  education  of  the 
pdor  onl^,  so  far  as  the  country  towns  are  concerned,  would  be 
#orse  than  useless.  The  only  practicable  method  by  which  a  statd 
CM  hk>pe  to  educate  the  poor,  in  a  republican  government,  fs  also 
to  embrace,  in  their  arrangement,  those  children  who  are  tot  de- 
pendent  upon  the  state  for  their  education. 

The  radical  difference  between  our  school  system  and  (he  provi- 
Mm  fdi*  instruction  in  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  is,  thai  ours 
oild>races  thi  whole  population,  and  theirs  only  the  poor.    To  this, 
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more  than  to  any  single  cause,  may  be  ascribed  the  success  of  our 
plan,  and  the  failure  of  theirs.* 

There  is  a  rapid  increase  of  the  children  requiring  instruction, 
while  the  augmentation  of  the  school  fund  is  gradual.  The  annual 
apportionment  from  the  state  treasury  amounts  only  to  20  cents  to 
each  child,  between  5  and  16,  in  the  state.  The  apportionment 
firom  the  school  fund  in  Connecticut,  gives  about  85  cents  to  each 
ehild  within  the  enumerated  class.  If  the  mere  distribution  of  mo- 
nej  from  a  state  fund,  would  produce  good  schools,  it  might  be  in- 
ferred that  those  in  Connecticut  were  much  superior  to  our  own- 
But  eyea  there,  with  an  ample  fund,  there  is  much  complaint  in  re- 
gard to  the  low  state  of  common  school  education,  f 

Our  system  is  well  calculated  to  awaken  the  attention  of  all  the 
to  the  concerns  of  the  district  school.  The  power  giv- 
to  district  meetings  to  levy  a  tax,  to  a  limited  extent,  upon  the 
property  of  the  district,  excites  a  direct  interest  with  all  the  taxable 
inlialHtants  to  attend  the  district  meetings,  whether  they  have  children 
requiring  school  accommodations  or  not.  The  wealthy  are  thus  prompt- 
ed to  aet  as  trustees  and  to  watch  o\er  the  concerns  of  the  district, 

•  Tke  "  PewMjlTuiia  Soeietr  for  tiie  promotioo  of  public  icliooli,"  remark  upon  Uie  Penin- 
«;ylvaaia  ftyataB  as  follow*  :  **  We  hire  reaerrod,  hitherto,  our  opinion  of  Uw  gnti  and  mdi  - 
cnl  ddeet,  the  inearabk  eril  which  it  inherent  in  m  flchool  ■jstem  of  PennijlTania,  a  ujtitm 
wMehii  iaeppoaMon  to  the  moit  aenaitire  and  the  ttrongeit  moral  feelings  of  our  citixena. 
TIm  frelian  w  the  poorer  elataei  will  not  permit  them  to  enrol  themselyet  ai  panpen,  in  order 
ttet  their  duUfan  may  reeeire  thftir  edaeation  from  the  charity  of  the  pnbtte/' 

Mr.  Jlercer,  of  Virginia,  in  his  Discenrse  on  Popular  Education,  delirered  at  Princeton, 
,  Kcwsleraej,  states,  tut  **  Viicinia  and  New-Toik,  almost  at  the  same  moment,  prorided  and 
Mi  apart  a  '  pennanent  fund'  Tor  primary  or  common  schools.  Forty-fiye  thousand  dollan 
ia  aonuslly  apportioned  in  Virginia  to  the  eoonties,  and  the  portion  for  each  county  is  placed  at 
ihm  dsapoaal  otthe  commissioners  annually  appointed  by  their  repectire  courts,  and  charged 
With  the  obinjMion  of  applTing  the  sum  receiyed  by  each,  to  the  education,  by  such  schoMs  as 
^aiy  he  fooaa  to  exist,  of  the  children  of  those  parents  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  instrue- 
tloii.  Tile  entire  number  of  children  benefittea  by  the  application  of  theraod,  during  certain 
jMttions  of  the  last  year,  are  but  a^nt  ten  thousand,  being  less  than  a  moiety  of  the  total  nnm- 
wv  reported  to  be  in  a  condition  to  require  for  their  education  public  aid.**    Pages  52  and  87. 

t  A  vciy  intettigsnt  eitisDen  of  Gonfiectieat,  in  giying  his  riews  of  the  school  system  of  that 
ainte,  reflsarfcs  as  follows  : — **  Requiring  of  the  recipients  of  this  public  bounty  nothing  mortt 
Mmm  that  it  be  expended  aeeording  to  me  proyiaions  of  the  law,  is  an  obyious  defect -m  this 
ayateaa.  In  this  point,  the  policy  adopted  w  the  state  of  New-Tork  is  deseryine  of  imitation. 
A  earn  propmtioned  to  the  amount  receiyed  from  the  state,  ought  to  be  adyancea  for  the  same 
objects,  by  an  to  whom  it  is  distributed,  excepting  the  indigent.  Such  a  proposition  would 
capuse  a  yalnable  augmentation  of  the  reyenues  of  teachers,  and  infthat  way  eommand  senricea 
of  a  higher  ehaiaeter.  But  I  should  not  consider  that  as  iU  hig^iest  excellence-  We  know, 
firoaa  eoaomon  anduniyersal  experience*  that  little  interest  is  %lt  in  that  which  demands  nei- 
ther *»wr*T»—  nor  attentioD.  Our  country  is  alBnent,  and  pecuniary  yieans  mmj  be  commanded 
§ar  whatever  we  haye  the  tpill  to  pecform.  Few,  comparatiyely,  are  so  indigent  as  to  need  * 
nhaiilaTiln  aid  in  the  education  of  their  children.  A  public  fund  for  the  instruction  of  youth  in 
iWHTf**^r  scluN^,  is  of  no  eomparatiye  worth  as  a  means  of  relieying  want.  An  higher  yalue 
would  consist  in  ite  being  maae  an  imintmeiU/br  exciting  general  exertion  for  the  attainment 
«f  thet  important  end.  u  prqioction  as  it  exeites  and  fosters  a  salntaiy  leal,  it  is  a  publie 
UaaeiM[.  It  may  hare,  on  any  other  prinelnle  of  application,  a  eontruy  tendency  and  become 
wwaattan  vaeless.  It  may  bie  jastly  questiOBed  whether  the  school  lund  has  bMU  of  aar  use 
ia  Co— ecticttt.  It  has  tunishad  a  supply  where  there  was  no  deficiency.  Content  with  the 
imaioat  atmidaiid  of  school  inttmetion,  Uie  people  hare  permitted  the  expense  of  sustaining  it 
to  he  taken  off  their  hands,  and  hare  aimed  at  nothing  hlrher.  They  expended  about  an  equal 
aua  before  the  school  fond  existed.  They  wouM  wilungly  pay  seventy  thousand  doUara 
mora^  if  aade  a  eondition  of  leceiruig  the  state  bounty,  and  thus  the  amount  would  be  4o«bIed, 
ibran  ol^t  in  which  they  would  dim  feel  they  had  some  coneem." 
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in  order  to  see  that  its  afBurs  ar«  sonducted  wfth  care  and  eeonoMj; 
and  much  of  the  intelligence  of  the  district  is  put  in  requisitiim  by 
the  peculiaritj  of  our  plan,  which  might  be  wholly  lost  to  the  dis* 
tricts  if  the  whole  expense  of  the  tuition  was  provided  by  a  state 
fund. 

It  is  perhaps  not  easy  to  form  a  satisfactory  opinion  as  to  the  mode 
of  providing  means  for  the  support  of  common  schools  which  is  the 
best  calculated  to  diffuse  instruction  among  the  great  mass  of  the 
people.  Persons  who  have  given  much  reflection  to  this  subject 
are  divided  in  their  opinions,  whether  the  greatest  good  is  aecom- 
plisfaed  by  having  the  state  fund  provide  for  the  whole  expense — by 
having  the  inhabitants  taxed  for  the  whole  expense — or  by  having 
the  state  fund  contribute  a  share,  and  the  inhabitants  taxed  for  the 
residue* 

In  Connecticut,  the  state  provides  about  the  amount  which  is  ex^ 
pended  for  teachers'  wages  in  most  of  the  common  schools,  hi 
Massachusetts,  Maine,  New-Hampshire  and  Vermont,  the  expense 
of  the  schools  is  paid  by  a  tax  upon  the  inhabitants.  In  New-Tork 
there  is  a  combination  of  the  two  systems  referred  to-— the  state  pro* 
viding  a  part,  and  the  inhabitants,  by  tax,  another  part.  Under  the 
operation  of  these  various  systems,  in  different  states,  it  is  believed 
that  there  is  no  very  essential  difference  in  the  grade  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  common  schools.  One  very  competent  judge,  in  re- 
gard to  such  matters,  has  expressed  a  decided  opinion  in  favor  of 
the  system  in  Maine^  where  there  is  no  state  fund,  and  where  each 
town  is  required  ^o  raise  by  tax  a  sum  for  schools  equal  to  40  cents 
for  each  person  enumerated  in  the  census.  Another  eminent  indi- 
vidual has  pronounced  that  system  the  best  where  a  state  fund  is 
provided  as  an  inducement  to  the^  inhabitants  to  organiM  distriets, 
and  which  at  the  same  time  requires  such  a  local  tax  as  wilt  command 
the  attention  of  the  inhabitants^  and  excite  an  interest  in  the  dis- 
trict operations.*^ 

The  sums  of  money  expended  upon  the  common  schook,  and 
the  general  results,  would  not  be  essentially  different  under  the  sys- 
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adopted  in  Maine,  froad  what  they  are  under  our  own.  Accord- 
to  ike  rtdAo  of  taxation  adoi>ted  in  Maine,  the  county  of  Dutch- 
would  pay  a  school  tax  assessed  upon  the  several  towns,  of 
SOySTO  dollars ;  under  our  system  the  money  expended  for  the  com- 
mum  oefaoob  of  that  oounty,  indudiag  2,880  dollars  received  from 
the  state  treasury,  amounts  to  tO,86<  dollars  :  Ontario  would  be  tax- 
ed tot  schools,  according  to  the  Maine  system,  16,148  dollare,  and 
according  to  our  system,  the  money  expended  in  that  county  for  the 
support  of  schools,  smounts  to  16,9S6  dollars. 


These  counties  have  a  dense  population,  are  wealthy,  have  no  lo* 
eal  Amda^  mid  are  selected  as  fair  spedmeas  Sot:  iUusfa-ation ;  the  one 
beuig  in  the  esatem  and  the  other  in  Ae  western  section  of  the 
stale.* 

It  has  been  urged,  that  the  amount  distributed  from  our  fund  is 
too  small,  and  that  an  increase  of  the  fund  would  of  itself  raise  the 
ataodard  of  the  common  schools ;  but  an  increase  of  the  school  mo- 
nies would  be  much  more  likely  to  decrease  the  contributions  of  in- 
dividuals, than  to  elevate  the  standard  of  the  common  schools.  If  a 
aijority  of  the  trustees  or  inhabitants  of  a  district  have  fixed  their 
minds  upon  10  dollars,  as  the  monthly  wages  which  ought  to  be 
paid  to  a  teacher,  and  if  that  district  receives  SO  dollars,  it  is  not 
iflB|irobri>le  that  they  would  employ  their  teacher  for  3  months, 
which  answers  the  requirements  of  the  statute,  and  pay  him  the  SO 
dollars ;  and  thus  their  whole  duty  in  relation  to  the  school  for  that 
year  is  discharged.  Having  fixed  their  standard  at  10  dollars  per 
month  for  the  teacher,  if  they  only  receive  15  dollars  from  the  pub- 
lic fund,  they  would  employ  the^same  teacher,  and  pay  the  addition- 
al 15  dollars  out  of  their  own  pockets.  When  the  inhabitants  oi 
that  district  should  become  satisfied  that  it  was  for  the  interest  of 
their  children  to  employ  a  well  qualified  teacher  for  the  whole  year, 
at  25  doUarS|  they  would  employ  such  teacher  whether  the  state 
should  pay  one-half  or  one-tenth  of  the  amount. 

*1%«  feOowiBC  oompftntiTe  ritwAnwt  Uie  MtovBt  Mid  for  tmehers'  wagei ,  iael«diag 
au  mm  nettT«dliMHi  tti9  state,  xmdv  our  syitem;  m  well  m  the  ram  which  tfie  mme  eomi- 
iSm  wovld  mr  by  nUaingeB  unoont  eouel  to  40  oenti  for  eaeh  penon,  eceotdiag  to  the  lyitem 
.   TMOomitieiorajelMtedinimeMhof  thoSSeiMtediftrietf  faitheitato. 
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Our  system  of  common  school  instruction  is  founded  upon  tlw 
principle  that  the  state,  or  the  revenue  of  the  s«^ool  fund,  wiU  pmy 
oTkly  a  share  of  the  expense,  and  that  at  least  an  equal  share,  as  the 
condition  of  receiving  the  state  fund,  shall  be  assessed  upon  the 
property  of  the  town.  In  addition  to  all  this,  and  as  a  neeessatj 
pre-requisite  to  a  participation  in  the  public  money,,  the  inhabitants 
of  each  district  are  required  to  tax  themseh^es  for  building  a  sehool* 
house  and  furnishing  it  with  the  necessary  fuel  and  appendages. 

In  order  to  have  a  full  view  of  the  operations  of  our  system,  the 
trustees  of  school  districts  have  been  required,  for  the  last  three 
years,  to  return  the  amount  paid  for  teachers'  wages  in  each  district^ 
over  and  above  the  sum  received  from  the  state  treasury,  from  the 
town  tax,  and  from  the  local  school  fund.  Seven  hundred  and  for* 
ty-two  towns  and  wards  have  made  returns,  which  show  a^total  amount 
paid  by  the  patrons  of  the  common  schools,  besides  the  public  mo- 
ney received  by  the  school  districts,  of  346^807  dollars ;  which, 
added  to  the  public  money,  makes  an  aggregate  of  586,520  dollars, 
paid  for  teachers'  wages  alone,  in  the  common  schools  of  the  state. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  where  the  state,  or  the  revenue  of  the 
school  fund,  pays  one  dollar  for  teachers'  wages,  the  inhabitant  of  the 
town,  by  a  tax  on  his  Own  property,  pays  ^1 .25  cents,  and  hj  ro* 
luntary  contribution  in  his  district,  ^.46  cents,  for  the  same  objeet; 
and  the  local  fund  amounts  to  an  average  of  15  cents  more. 

The  foregoing  results  are  given  from  actual  returns,  and  may  be 
relied  upon.  They  exhibit  only  the  sum  paid  for  teachers'  wages, 
which  is  less  than  half  the  expense  incurred  for  supporting  the  com- 
mon schools,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  estimates. 

The  average  between  the  whole  number  of  districts,  and  thobe 
which  have  made  returns,  deducting  22  for  New-Tork,  gives  8,824; 
this  number  of  school-houses,  at  an  average  price  of  200  dollars 
each,  would  show  a  capital  of  1,764,800  dollars ;  add  to  this  the 
cost  of  the  school-houses  and  their  appendages  in  New-York, 
163,436  dollars,  and  it  gives  a  total  of  1,928,236  dollars,  vested  in 
school 'houses,  which  at  an  interest  of  six  per  certt 
would  be $115,694  00 

Annual  expense  of  books  for  499,434  scholars,  at 

50  cents  each, 249,717  00 

Fuel  for  8,846  schools,  at  $10  each, 88^460  00 

■  ■■'■>  -^^^ ^»^ 

Amount  carried  forward. ••»« •  $458^871  00 
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Amount  brouf^  forward,  ••••»»••  •        $463,871  00 
Amount  of  public  money  paid  for  teachers'  wa- 
ges,  • «••.         239,713  00 

Anount  paid  in  the  diatricta  for  teachers'  wages, 

beaideapuUie  money,  •  •  •  •  • 346,807  00 

Eatimating  in  same  ratio  for  43  towns  which  have 
not  retomed  amount  over  and  above  public 
money,... «1,308  00 


#1,061,69»  00 


showing  a  total  amount  of  one  million  and  sixty-one  thousand  sfac 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars,  expended  annuially  for  the  support 
of  the  common  schools  of  the  state. 

The  preceding  estimates  show  that  the  revenue  of  the  school 
fund  (that  is,  the  amount  derived  from  the  State  treasury)  payaleaa 
than  one-tenth  of  the  annual  expenditures  for  the  aupport  of  Mie 
eommon  schools ;  another  tenth  is  raised  by  a  tax  upon  the  pna- 
pert  J  of  the  towns  respectively ;  and  the  two-tenths  thus  made  up, 
(being  the  item  of  239,713  dollars  in  the  foregoing  statement,)  con- 
stitutes what  is  called  the  school  money,  and  is  the  sum  received 
by  the  commissioners  of  the  towns,  for  distribution  among  the  ae* 
veral  districts.  Something  less  than  two-tenths  (for  school-houses 
and  fuel)  is  raised  by  a  tax  upon  the  property  of  the  district,  in 
pursuance  of  a  vote  of  the  inhabitants  thereof;  and  the  residue, 
nearly  six-tenths,  or  617,822  dollars,  is  paid  voluntarily  by  the  pa^ 
rents  and  guardians  of  the  scholars,  for  books,  and  for  the  balance  of 
iheir  school  bills,  after  the  public  money  has  been  applied. 

The  Superintendent  begs  leave  to  refer  to  the  last  annual  report, 
(document  No*  31,)  for  an  abstract  of  the  various  kinds  of  books 
used  in  the  common  schools.  It  is  desirable  that  the  schools  riloiM 
be  supplied  with  elementary  books  adapted  to  the  capacities  of 
children,  and  accurate  in  regard  to  all  the  subjects-  of  which  t&ey 
treat.  It  has  been  urged,  that  untforndity  in  the  bopks  used  in  the 
schools  ought  to  prevail,  and  applications  have  'fpaqiiently  been 
made  to  the  Legislature,  to  adopt  by  staitute,  particular  books  for 
the  use  of  the  common  schools.  The  committee  oo  lileratme  fit 
the  Assembly,  last  year,  investigated  this  matter,  and  the  ehairmaii 
made  a  report,  (document  431,  of  1830,)  to  which  the  attention  6t 
the  Legishture  is  respectfully  referred. 
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No  nan  or  set  of  men  eooU  n^e  out  a  lift  of  class  books  for  the 
instruction  of  half  a  million  of  scholars,  which  would  give  general 
satisfaction  ;  and  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  the  experi- 
ment to  produce  uniibrmitj,  would  do  more  harm  than  it  promises 
to  do  good.  In  view  of  all  the  difficulties  which  surround  this  sub- 
ject, the  Superintendent  believes  that  It  is  best  to  leave  the  selec- 
tion of  class  books  to  the  intelligence  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  dis- 
tricts and  towns. 

'  In  the  citifie,  and  in  several  of  the  villages,  the  public  money  is 
restricted  to  a  verj  few  schools ;  and  in  some  of  the  villages,  to  a 
single  school ;  this  has  been  a  subject  of  complaint,  and  in  some 
eases,  th|  special  laws  in  relation  to  the  distribution  of  the  monej 
have  been  changed.  "^ 

Until  reeentlj,  the  public  money  apportioned  to  tiie  city  of  Al- 
bany, was  paid  exclusively  to  the  Lancaster  school :  this  caused 
sottd  dissatisliMition,  and  an  application  was  made  to  the  Legisla- 
tu»y  and  A  law  was  passed,  authorising  six  school  districts  in  the 
city,  and  placing  the  schools  upon  a  fooling  similar  in  most  respects 
to  ihose  in  the  country ;  in  one  material  particular,  however,  the 
law  varies  from  the  general  law;  and  that  is,  in  not  authorising  the 
tmstees  to  rent  or  build  school-houses,  and  furnish  them  with  ne« 
eessary  fuel  and  appendages,  at  the  expense  of  the  city.  In  the 
rsport  made  to  the  Assembly  on  this  sulgect,  (p.  746,  Journals  of 
1819,)  by  the  Superintendent,  it  was  recommended  that  the  rent  of 
the  school-houses  should  be  defrayed  by  a  tax  upon  the  city.  This 
recommendation  is  renewed  at  this  time,  from  a  belief  that  such  a 
provision  is  indispensable  to  the  success  of  the  schools.  The  city 
of  Troy  is  taxed  for  a  similar  object ;  and  the  poorest  districts  in 
die  country  erect  their  school-houses  by  a  tax  upon  property :  why 
Aen  should  Albany  be  exempted  from  this  almost  universal  mode  of 
femishing  school  houses  ? 


In  die  village  of  Utica,  all  the  school  money  is  paid  to  one  school, 
end  is  shared  by  about  one  out  of  thirteen  of  the  children  between 
f  and  16.  It  appears  by  a  report  made' to  the  Utica  Lyceum  in  Oc- 
tober last,  that  diere  are  Vt  private  schools  in  that  village^  which 
depend  fisr  support  entirely  upon  the  number  of  pujnk.  The  num- 
ber of  stholaiii  instructed  in  all  the  schools,  is  1,S01 ;  which,  4e- 
Aieted  from  the  whole  number  of  children  between  5  and  16,  as  r^^- 
ported  by  the  trustees,  leases  648  who  do  not  attend  any  school : 
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these  tufdB  would  seem  la  show  the  neeesaiiy  for  sene  o'rtiwnfen  of 
tbesehool  aceoBUBodations  in  UmA  village.* 

The  Lancaster  school  in  Poughkeepsie  draws  the  monej  for  1,100 
efaiUren,  and  instructs  SOO  scholars.  The  public  money  for  tliie 
whole  town  is  743  dollars,  of  which  480  dollars  are  received  bj 
too  scholars,  leaving  263  dollars  to  be  divided  among  331  scholars 
belonging  to  ten  districts ;  eij^t  of  these  districts  are  reported  as 
hivbg  paid  |^738.65  for  teachers'  wages,  besides  public  monej; 
•ad  the  Lancaster  school  has  not,  as  appears  from  the  report,  re- 
eei?ed  may  aid  from  individuals. 

Id  the  city  of  New- York,  the  public  money,  amounting  to  34,648 
dollars,  has  been  distributed  among  28  schools,  in  which  6,321  scho* 
iars  have  been  instructed  during  the  year.    The  paper  marked  H 
is  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of  common  schools  for  the  city. 

By  an  act  passed  in  1829,  (ch.  265,)  it  is  provided  that  the  cor* 
poration  of  the  city  of  New- York,  in  addition  to  the  amount  here* 
tofore  raised  for  the  support  of  schools  in  the  city,  shall  annually 
raise  and  collect,  by  tax  upon  the  inhabitants,  a  sura  of  money 
equal  to  one-eightTeth  of  one  per  cent  of  the  value  of  the  real  and 
personal  property  in  the  city,  to  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  pur* 
poses  of  common  schook.  The  avails  of  this  tax  have,  for  the 
first  ttme,  been  added  to  the  school  money  for  the  past  year.  The 
one-eightieth  of  one  per  cent  on  the  taxable  property  of  the  city, 
produces  14,071  dollars,  and  increases  the  apportionment  which  is 
paid  annually  to  the  trustees  of  the  public  school  society,  to  29,582 
dollars. 

The  public  school  society,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  statement  ap> 
pended  to  the  paper  marked  H,  has  1 1  school-houses,  which  cost 

•  l%e  eommittM  of  the  Ljerani  nvethe  foQoirnv  laeU  : 
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Of  tkoM  MlMMlf,  oloTon  tn  imder  Om  diroetioft  of  iMdo  toMhon,  oad  oigiitooB  vador  Um 
nporivtoBdeiioo  of  foaMloi:  liz  of  the  Dumber  mAj  bo  laelvdod  vsdor  the  tenM,  aofdoBiTy 
bidiicliooii,orMmiMriet;  all tho leit, oxoopi two iafwrt  oehoQliy  mnr  bo  doimiintod  |M- 
niii  fdMMls;  om  only  of  tho  wholo  nambor  If  ft  pnbUo  aeliool,  in  which  no  onraUed  but  ono 
hndiodwd  thirty  ptpilt.  To  tho  rapport  of  Ihii  om  tehool  ia  apiiioprialod  oU  tho  moM 
dorirod  fnm  tho  rtalo  nd  town  tiootiiriot  for  tho  rapport  of  oonaMB  ■ebooh.  Fkontholh 
taittTfiadof  thortato,anMn  oppropriatioB  io  modo  to  tho  ocadoBiy.  The  othra  tMdy- 
NfOA  tra  ootabliohod  by  iiidiTidraf  OB^wira,  OBd  dopoiid  for  rapport  oBtiioly  ipoB  tto 

btr  of  ffwilff  i^eh  thoy  m^  hoppoa  to  iwrtafa 
ThoSraBt  whidi  if  poid  forOe  unnl  rnt  of  foomi  Md  bdldfa^s  te 

or  aB  tho  Nhoob  ooUoeUr^,  ii  fl^lSS. 
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147,686  doUars;  and  the  books  and  furniture  for  21  school  rooms 
are  estimated  at  15,750  dollars  more ;  making  the  total  value  of 
the  school  property  belonging  to  the  society,  163,436  dollars.  There 
are  mortgages  upon  six  of  the  school^houses,  amounting  in  all  to 
60,000  dollars.  The  permanent  debt  of  the  society,  as  stated  in 
the  twenty-fifth  annual  report,  is  70,000  dollars. 

Previous  to  18S6,  the  schools  of  this  society  were  fi*ee  schools : 
in  the  session  of  that  year,  (chap.  25,)  the  name  of  the  **Free 
School  Society"  was  changed  to  that  of  ^^  Public  School  Society,^' 
and  the  trustees  were  authorised  to  exact  such  moderate  compensa- 
tion as  the  parents  of  the  pupils  could  pay  ;  with  a  proviso  that  no 
child  should  be  denied  the  benefits  of  the  school  on  account  of  its 
inability  to  pay.  The  same  law  secured  to  the  society  its  share  of 
the  school  fund,  as  well  as  about  4^000  dollars  for  lottery  licenses, 
and  1,500  dollars  from  the  excise  fund;  and  the  trustees  are  re- 
quired to  provide,  ^^  so  far  as  their  means  may  extend,"  for  tbe 
education  of  all  the  children  in  the  city  not  otherwise  provided  for. 
The  same  act  contained  a  provision  for  the  trustees  of  the  society 
to  convey  their  school  edifices  to  the  corporation  of  the  city,  taking 
back  from  the  said  corporation  a  perpetual  lease^thereof,  upon  con- 
dition that  the  same  shall  be  exclusively  and  perpetually  applied  to 
the  purposes  of  education. 

This  arrangement,  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose,  would  protect 
the  school-houses  against  any  incumbrances  except  those  resting 
upon  them  at  tbe  time  the  law  was  passed.  The  society  went  on 
under  the  provisions  of  tbe  law  before  referred  to,  until  1829,  when 
they  obtained  an  act  (chap.  4,  of  1829)  which  authorises  a  majority 
of  the  trustees  of  tho  society,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  ef- 
fect the  objects  of  the  society,  *^  to  dispose  of,  grant  and  convey,  or 
to  mortgage  any  of  the  said  estate,  or  any  pan  thereof."  There  is 
no  value  or  security  to  the  public,  in  having  the  title  of  the  school- 
houses  in  the  corporation,  with  this  provision,  that  the  trustees  of 
the  society  may  mortgage  and  sell  them.  The  trustees  are  not 
even  required  to  ask  the  advice  or  assent  of  the  '^  mayor  and 
commonalty,"  who  are  vested  with  the  title  of  the  school-houses, 
in  trust  for  the  present  and  future  generations.  The  corporation  of 
the  city,  it  will  be  seen,  hold  this  property  by  a  very  sfaigular 
teoure. 
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Why  should  the  trugtees  of  the  public  school  society  be  autho* 
rifled  to  sell  or  mortgage  the  couiinon  school-houses  ?    In  the  coud* 
try,  the  trustees  and  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  districts,  are  not  au« 
tborised  to  sell  their  school-houses  without  an  application  to  the 
legislature  ;  and  instead  of  erecting  them  by  a  mortgage  upon  the 
premises,  they  tax  themselves  to  do  it.     The  school-houses  in  the 
citieSi  ought  in  the  same  manner  to  be  built  by  a  tax  upon  property, 
and  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  rents  or  incumbrances,  and  perpetu- 
ally set  apart  for  the  uses  of  common  schools.   If  this  was  the  case, 
and  if  the  public  money  was  applied,  as  it  is  in  the  country  towns, 
exclusively  to  the  payment  of  teachers'  wages,  the  apportionment 
for  the  dty  would  pay  the  wages  of  a  sufficient  number  of  teachers 
to  instruct  all  the  children  who  do  not,  from  choice,  attend  private 
ichoob.     As  it  is,  the  trustees  of  the  society  receive  more  than 
S9,000  dollai's,  irom  the  commissioners  of  schools,  and  pay  about 
16,000  dollars  for  teachers'  wages,  and  for  books  for  the  scholars. 
The  residue  of  the  school  money  is  applied  to  the  payment  of  in- 
terest on  debts  contracted  for  the  erection  of  houses,  for  fuel,  &c. 
Aad  this  system  is  going  on  at  a  time,  when  it  is  admitted,  that  there 
are  10,000  children  in  the  city  who  do  not  attend  any  school  what- 
ever. 

Hie  preceding  remarks  have  reference  solely  to  the  policy  of  the 
present  laws.  The  trustees  of  the  public  school  society,  have,  un- 
doubtedly, made  the  best  use  of  the  means  placed  at  their  disposal, 
to  give  instruction  to  all  the  children  of  the  city.  The  school-hous- 
es which  have  been  erected,  are  spacious  and  airy,  and  furnished 
with  globes,  maps,  books,  and  good  teachers.  The  culpable  indif- 
ference of  parents,  is  assigned  as  one  principal  reason  why  there  are 
such  a  number  of  children  who  do  not  attend  any  school.  And  it  is 
stated,  in  the  last  report  of  the  trustees,  that  they  have  employed  a 
person  to  visit  the  parents  of  children,  to  explain  to  them  the  na- 
ture add  design  of  the  institution,  and  to  urge  those  who  have  been 
remiss  in  embracing  the  offered  boon,  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
benefit  of  the  public  schools.  The  board  has  also,  at  various  times, 
issued  addresses  ^^  to  benevolent  citizens  generally,  inviting  their 
to-operation  in  inducing  the  poor  and  laboring  classes  to  send  their 
children  to  school." 

The  trustees  have  done  all  which  could  be  expected  of  them, 
to  persuade  parents  t6  send  their  children  to  the  schools.  The  ex- 
tension of  the  schools  to  every  neighbourhood,  and  the  distribution 
of  the  publie  money ^cccording  to  the  number  taught  in  each,  might 
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afford  a  partial  remedy.  This  neglect  of  parents  to  send  their  chil- 
dren to  school,  is  not  peculiar  to  this  age,  or  this  country,  as  may 
be  inferred  from  the  coercive  measures  adopted  elsewhere,  to  re« 
medy  the  evil.  In  Prussia,  parents  are  subject  to  a  penalty,  if  they 
neglect  to  send  their  children  to  school,  after  they  arrive  at  a  certain 
age.  The  laws  of  the  colony  of  New-Haven,  as  early  as  1665,  made  it 
the  duty  of  all  parents  and  masters,  to  '*  provide  that  all  their  children 
and  apprentices,  as  they  grow  capable  may,  through  God^s  blessing, 
obtain  at  least  so  much  [instruction]  as  to  be  able  to  read  the  scri[^ 
tares,  and  other  good  and  profitable  books  in  the  English  tongue, 
being  their  native  language.  Parents  and  masters,  found  to  neglect 
this  duty,  were,  on*  the  first  complaint,  to  be  fined  ten  shillings ;  on 
the  second  complaint,  three  months  after  the  first,  twenty  shillings ; 
on  the  third  complaint,  they  were  to  be  fined  still  higher,  or  their 
children  and  apprentices  were  to  be  taken  from  them,  and  put  under 
the  care  of  others  ;  males  until  21,  and  females  until  18  years  of 
age.'** 

It  is  a  peculiar  advantage,  which  belongs  to  the  Sunday  schools, 
as  well  as  the  infant  schools,  that  benevolent  persons,  in  great  num- 
bers, interest  themselves  in  seeking  out  and  enticing  into  these 
schools,  hundreds  who  otherwise  might  b^  entirely  neglected,  and 
become  the  victims  of  ignorance  and  vice.  These  incipient  steps, 
give  the  child  a  habit  for  study,  and  a  taste  for  instruction,  which 
afterwards  may  induce  him^  as  well  as  his  parents,  to  seek  after,  in- 
stead of  shunning,  and  neglecting  the  advantages  held  out  to  all,  by 
our  school  system. 

The  paper  marked  6,  shows  the  proportion  which  the  scholars 
rostructed  bear  to  the  whole  population  in  the  several  counties.— 
The  average  number  of  those  attending  school,  compared  wiih  the 
number  of  inhabitants,  is  as  1  to  SrirtF.  Appended  to  this  statemetit, 
k  a  table  showing  a  similar  comparison  between  the  children  at 
school,  and  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants,  in  various  countries 
in  Europe.  In  Prussia,  there  is  I  child  at  school  for  every  7  inha- 
bitants ;  in  Bavaria,  I  to  8 ;  in  England,  1  to  15.  This  comparison 
exhibits  a  contrast  highly  flattering  to  school  education  in  this  state. 

.The  paper  marked  I,  exhibits  the  gain  and  loss  in  the  several 

counties,  of  the  number  of  children  taught,  the  number  between  5 

—  -  - ■ .  ■     ■ .  .   -  ^        — . — 
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and  16,  the  number  of  districtfl,  the  increase  in  the  amount  paid  for 
teiehers'  wages,  over  and  above  the  public  money ;  as  well  as  the 
namber  of  districts  inspected  in  each  county,  and  showing  the  total 
number  ta  be  6,589. 

The  Superintendent  has  been  informed  by  a  gentleman  connected 
with  the  proposed  university  in  New- York,  that  it  was  in  contem* 
plation  to  establish  a  department  for  the  ^pepial  education  of  teach- 
ers; and  that  negotiations  were  going  on  with  a  gentleman  of  great 
etperience  in  the  art  of  teaching,  and  who  is  eminently  qualified  to 
take  charge  of  aueh  a  department.  The  consummation  of  this  {dan 
for  training  teachers,  is  much  to  be  desired  ;  audit  has  decided  ad- 
vantages over  a  state  seminary  for  that  purpose. 

A  small  volume  has  been  recently  published,  entitled  ^*  Lectures 
OQ  Sclkool  Keeping,  by  Samuel  R.  Hall."  The  author  has  had  much 
experience  in  teaching,  and  the  lectures  contain  practical  directions 
to  teachers,  and  advice  as  to  the  mode  of  governing  and  teaching  a 
school.  The  distribution  of  a  copy  of  this  work  to  each  district  in 
the  state  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Superintendent,  have  a  most 
salutary  influence  uponjeacbers  as  well  as  the  schools.  The  in- 
terest on  the  deposits  of  the  annual  revenue  of  the  school  fund, 
from  the  time  it  is  paid  into  the  treasury  until  the  first  of  February, 
would  defray  the  expense  of  such  publication  ;  and  the  books  might 
be  sent  with  the  Session  Laws  to  the  several  counties,  without  any 
additional  charge  to  the  state. 

The  children  taught  in  the  common  schools  of  the  state  fall  only 
576  short  of  half  a  million.  According  to  an  enumeration  in  1889, 
there  were  four  hundred  and  forty-two  private  schools  in  the  city  of 
New- York ;  there  are  at  least  40  schools  in  Albany,  27  in  Utica, 
and  numerous  private  schools  in  the  other  cities  and  most  of  the  vil- 
Uges  of  the  state,  the  scholars  of  which  are  not  embraced  in  the 
returns  made  to  the  Superintendent.  A  complete  census  of  the 
Kholars  in  the  colleges,  academies,  and  the  private  and  common 
8ehool8,^would  present  a  total  of  at  least  five  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand scholars  receiving  instruction  annually  in  the  whole  state  > 
which  is  equal  to  1  person  attending  school  to  S  J  of  the  whole  popu- 
hition,  as  ascertained  by  the  late  census^. 

The  immense  importance  of  elevating  the  standard  of  education 
in  the  common  schools,  is  strongly  enforced  by  the  fact,  that  to  eve- 
ry ten  persons  receiving  instruction  in  the  higher  schools,  there  are 
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at  least  five  hundred  dependent  upon  the  common  schook  for  their 
education.  In  urging  the  importance  of  common  schools,  it  is  not 
designed  to  depreciate  the  great  utility  of  those  of  a  higher  grade. 
In  the  discussions  on  the  subject  of  popular  education,,  it  has  in 
some  cases  been  urged  that  academies  and  high  schools  were  injuri- 
ous to  the  common  schools,  bj  withdrawing  from  the  aid  of  the  lat- 
ter, the  patronage  and  care  of  those  who  are  able  to  send  to  the  for- 
mer schools.  There  is  nothing  in  our  experience  which  should  iih 
duce  us  to  look  with  disfavor  upon  the  higher  schools ;  and  the  pa- 
triot and  the  philanthropist,  in  estimating  the  means  which  are  to 
contribute  to  the  perpetuity  of  our  happy  form  of  gorernment,  will 
regard  all  our  schools  and  seminaries,  as  parts  of  the{same  usefiil 
and  valuable  system,  from  the  university  to  the  infant  schooL 

A-  C.  FLA6G, 
Superintendent  of  Common  Sctoole. 
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From  the  returns  of  Common  Schools^  of  the  several 
Towns  and  Counties  in  the  State  of  New^York^ 
for  the  year  1830. 

ALBANY  COUNTY. 


CiMliiii  nd  Townf  from 
vUdkNtanu  Iuitc  been 
imcitmI. 


Citjof  Albanj,.... 

Bethlehem, 

Berne, .  • 

CoeymaDB, 

Guilderland, 

Eooz,  •  •  • » 

SeBsaelaerville,  ... 

Watervliet, 

Westerlo, 


s 


1511151    9 


0' 

O 


% 


III 


1388  02 
690  71 
435  06 
315  20 
300  40 
274  92 
428  34 
422  30 
414  00 


4668  85 


t 


>4  9 


% 


2131  91 
458  11 
732  59 
565  48 
517  95 
912  14 

*  999  49 


6367  67 


1735 
1255 
1129 

772 
551 

606 
1021 

714 
1107 


8890 


6052 

1885 

1164 

880 

843 

667 

989 

1069 

1069 


13618 


ALLEGANY  COUNTY. 


Allen, 

Alfred, 

Ahnond, ... 
Amity, . . . . , 
Andover, . . . 
A&ffclicft 
Birdsall,* ! ! 
Boms,  •••.. 
Bolivar,  . .  • 
Caneadea, . 
Centerville, 

Cuba, 

Eagle,  ...• 
Friendship, 
Genesee, . • . 


7 

7 

6 

89  78 

197  49 

347 

SS9 

11 

11 

6 

143  51 

321  92 

622 

6SS 

15 

15 

7 

170  50 

670  20 

589 

489 

9 

9 

5 

42  59 

97  99 

188 

231 

8 

6 

4 

67  00 

67  07 

169 

194 

6 

#  9 

6 

AAA 

7 

0  9 

124  72 

456  65 

236 

27S 

5 

5 

5 

80  00 

70  96 

231 

218 

5 

5 

5 

37  50 

65  70 

209 

137 

6 

6 

5 

68  20 

132  94 

256 

8SS 

7 

7 

51 

94  40 

207  09 

301 

332 

9 

9 

5 

84  94 

195  04 

322 

343 

7 

7 

5 

71  40 

109  04 

827 

237 

12 

11 

6 

189  68 

175  97 

472 

428 

1 

1 

4 

9  80 

32  00 

50 

52 

^Included  in  Allen. 
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ALLEGANY  COUNTY,  (CojrawuEi).) 


Grove, . . . 
Haight,  .. 
Home,  ... 
Independei 
Nunaa,... 
Belfast,  .. 
Ossian,  . . 

Pike 

Portage,  . 
Rushlon],. 
Scio 


ChenaoKO, 
ColeBville, 
ConklJD,  . 

Lille 

Sanfonl,  . 
Uoion, . . . 
Vestal, . . . 
Windsor,  . 


Aahford, 

Ceeilias,*.... 
Coonewango, 
EllicoltviUe,  . 
Farmersville, . 
Franklioville, 

Freedom, 

Great-Valley, 

HiDsdale, 

Little-Valley, 

Lyndon 

MwhtaB 

Napcli,  

New-Albion, . 


i0o|l89 


n  12 
46  64 
15  06 
70  68 
81  80 
34  61 
95  58 

189  66 

190  10 
99  36 
69  54 


261  50, 

7  7a 

138  14 
89  35 
206  28 
179  991 
878  69. 
530  93 

625  oel 


111  47l 


263 
280 
357 
880 
891 
716 
748 
346 
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CATTARAUGUS  COUNTY. 


6 

6 

6 

51  09 

168  47 

161 

12 

11 

6 

143  42 

333  36 

589 

5 

5 

1 

72  76 

171  08 

232 

11 

9 

5 

117  95 

178  03 

422 

f 

5 

6 

66  00 

91  43 

156 

S 

9 

6 

173  52 

819  72 

408 

7 

6 

A 

70  14 

37  96 

'     130 

U 

7 

6 

71  07 

90  91 

207 

H'     7 

6 

85  74 

107  48 

288 

3      3 

5 

80  70 

86  69 

162 

5    a 

1 

79  43 

101  32 

182 

7      7 

6 

82  21 

195  31 

376 

4 

3 

4 

66 

416 

176 
278 
108 
Sit 
206 
Z66 
636 
678 
S87 
287 


BEOOME  COUNTY. 

88 

16 

7 

341  46 

588  39 

890 

929 

19 

16 

7 

316  50 

364  74 

811 

649 

« 

6 

7 

78  09 

III  97 

810 

815 

.33 

.13 

7 

621  44 

747  44 

1630 

1354 

11 

10 

6 

156  81 

187  90 

386 

874 

14 

13 

7 

206  Of 

396  49 

64C 

603 

S 

6 

7 

114  47 

806  84 

897 

884 

13 

13 

7 

333  28 

175  21 

731 

616 

186 

112 

7 

2067  53 

2657  98 

6543 

4913 

493 
190 
381 
827 
376 
178 
167 
218 


'Included  in  Little  Valley. 
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CATTARAUGUS  COUNTY,  (Cokiuh»«i>.) 


Townf  aDd  Counties. 


s 
I 

•8 


•s 

m 

■** 

s 

e 

a 

;) 

• 
e 

1 

'•S 

• 

55 

0 

i 

5 

§ 

a 


e 

« 

1 

1 

I 


Oleao,  

Otto, 

Perrysburgh, 
Randolph,  .  • 
Yorkshire,   • 
f 


3 

15 

18 

6 

6 

153 


3 

7 

14 

4 
6 


114 


8 
5 
7 
6 
6 

6 


74  97 
97  18 
S28  07 
61  60 
79  44 


1575  49 


96  56 
136  49 
308  29 
122  07 
175  66 


2614  44 


CAYUGA  COUNTY. 


Auburn,  . . . 
Aurdius, . .  • 
Brutus,  . . . . 

Cato, 

Conquest,  .. 
FlemiDg,  ... 
Genoa,   . . .  • 

Irt, 

Ledjrard)-  •  • 

Locke, 

Mentz,  •••« 
Owasco,  •  • . 
Seipio, .  •  •  •  < 
Sempronias, 
Sennet,  ••., 
Springport,  , 
Sterling,  • . 
Venice,  •••« 
Victory, . . . . 


6 

6 

10 

15 

13 

9 

9 

9 

8 

12 

12 

7 

8 

11 

6 

7 

6 

9 

15 

15 

9 

12 

12 

8 

14 

14 

9 

20 

20 

7 

16  16 

7 

7   6 

9 

15  15 

9 

32 

32 

8 

IS 

13 

9 

8 

8 

9 

11 

10 

7 

IS 

IS 

8 

>  11 

11 

6 

244 

242 

8 

387  96 
271  61 
290  28 
224  18 
158  04 
197  23 
808  47 
269  56 
572  00 
391  90 
534  58 
199  09 
572  60 
813  74 
471  00 
299  15 
133  74 
527  95 
224  20 


7347  28 


423  31 

828  58 
425  39 
467  82 
258  OS 
570  36 
558  13 

953*85 
615  45 

1024  02 
366  2t 
845  56 

1144  22 
561  16 
713  57 
246  29 
411  23 
272  77 


10685  96 


CHAUTAUQUE  COUNTY. 


Arkwright, 

Busti, :... 

Carroll, 

Charlotte, 

Chautauque, 

Cherry- Creek,  . .  • . 

Clymer, 

Ellery,   

EUicott, 

Ellington,  , 


I 

e 


68 
228 
667 
202 
285 


4832 


506 

852 

623 

680 

492 

544 

949 

734 

1016 

1279 

1180 

405 

937 

2111 

813 

699 

561 

768 

570 


15719 


ssa 


1 

! 

2 


11 

9 

•  • 

34  44 

87  98 

154 

13 

IS 

6 

146  90 

321  46 

616 

5 

5 

6 

83  28 

206  46 

266 

9 

9 

5 

62  67 

138  IS 

331 

16 

15 

7 

176  06 

558  22 

672 

5 

4 

6 

36  10 

89  51 

165 

4 

4 

5 

21  48 

136  52 

188 

16 

12 

7 

162  24 

560  33 

606 

12 

10 

7 

121  20 

382  39 

521 

9 

7 

6 

101  94 

246  69 

338 

88 
2S4 
681 
207 
S6S 


4600 


778 

887 

592 

597 

482 

447 

835 

691 

•  965 

1076 

131 1 

427 

816 

1778 

782 

626 

447 

714 

630 


14774 


276 
490 
234 
265 
732 
121 
118 
560 
458 
806 
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CHAUTAUQUE  COUNTY,  (Comtimubd.) 


Town*  and  Countietp 


t 

M 

u 

2 


o 


a 

o 


s 

o 

a 

u 


s 

I 

I 

1 


I 

I 
I 


French-Creek,  •••» 

Oerry, 

Hanover, 

Harmony, 

Mina^ 

Pomfret, 

Portland, .  •  •  • 

Ripley, 

Sheridan, 

Stockton, 

Villenova, 

Westfield, 


3| 
7 

14 


3 

7 

14 


5 
6 
7 


12-12    7 


13 
19 
12 
11 
11 
11 
9 
17 


1239 


8 
19 
10 
10 
11 
11 

8 
10 


211 


5 

8 
7 
6 
7 

7 
7 


20  48 
147  04 
217  97 
114  56 

69  80 
343  44 
161  04 
144  04 
172  66 
114  70 
105  80 
166  19 


2724  03 


36  98 
224  30 
640  95 
393  69 
163  09 
916  57 
329  26 
433  09 
615  74 
218  80 
182  23 
570  66 


7453  04 


126 
329 

1070 
592 
345 

1271 
592 
598 
603 
483 
307 
818 


10990 


CHENANGO  COUNTY. 


Bainbridge,  • 
Columbus,  •  • 
Coventry,  .« 
Guilford,  • .  • 
Gorman,  ••• 
Greene,  .... 
Lincklaen,  • 
Macdonough, 
New-Berlin, 
Norwich,  •  • 
Otseiic,  ••.. 
Oxford,  .... 
Pharsalia,  •• 
Pitcher, .... 
Plymouth,  •  • 
Preston,.... 
Sherburne,  • 
Smithville,  • 
Smyrna,. ... 


CLINTON  COUNTY. 


Beekmantown, 
Champlain,  . . . 
ClM«y, 


• . .  • 


1 

I 


1S7 
£91 

830 
685 
388 
1106 
646 
651 
550 
449 
248 
661 


98«t 


22 

22 

7 

582  43 

1166 

974 

n 

12 

7 

296  34 

251  89 

614 

632 

11 

10 

8 

227  67 

244  58 

500 

469 

16 

16 

7 

356  61 

563  10 

962 

774 

9 

9 

6 

144  59 

167  14 

441 

«77 

19 

17 

8 

449  32 

,  578  44 

979 

998 

9 

9 

7 

232  22 

259  98 

718 

460 

10  10 

6 

304  68 

78  37 

460 

889 

n  17 

8 

399  24 

692  13 

1207 

789 

28 

27 

5 

414  36 

1323 

1206 

9 

9 

7 

281  47 

152  84 

479 

372 

17 

17 

7 

401  56 

671  50 

972 

848 

8 

8 

5 

226  14 

366 

307 

9 

9 

7 

185  16 

245  66 

489 

357 

IS 

13 

7 

802  50 

252  79 

691 

642 

11 

11 

6 

242  39 

233  52 

472 

392 

18 

17 

7 

417  33 

626  03 

945 

740 

12 

12 

7 

214  42 

298  66 

606 

633 

15 
265 

14 
259 

7 

7 

269  42 

393  81 

682 

578 

6947  76 

5703  79 

14171 

1163T 

11 

11 

7 

187  01 

430  62 

588 

595 

11 

9 

8 

225  68 

408  47 

499 

647 

16 

16 

7 

296  44 

631  11 

1018 

691 

No.  K.} 


S3 
CLINTON  COUNTY,  (Commrnan.) 


^am 


TovM  aftd  OowtiM. 


•8 


I 


r 


gsaee 


:S 


EUenborgh,^ 
Mooers,  • .  • « 
P0nii  •  •  •  • 
Plaltibargh) 
Saruiiei .  •  •  t 


•9  •  •  • 


Aaeram,.  •  •  •  •  • 
Auaterlitx,.... 

Canaan, 

Cfaatham,*..*. 
Clavcraek,  ••• 
ClemioDi,  •••• 
Copake,  ••••• 

GaUatin, 

OermantoWD,  • 

Ghent, 

Hilladale, 

Hodaon,  .  •  • . . 
Kinderhook,  .. 
New-Lebanon, 
Linngaton,  • . . 
Stuyvesani^  •  • . 
Ti^kftDiek,  • . 


•  •  •  • 


Ciaeiniwtus,  . 
Cortlandville, 
Freetown, . .  • 
Marathon, . . . 

Honor, 

Preble, 

Scott, 

Sdon, 

IVoston, .... 


8 
*» 

19 


89 


8 
2ft 
17 

2 

85 


120  63 
81     492  42 

8  4«4  34 

9  16  27 


1802  79 


148  26 


1044  10<     1145 


1339  34 


843 


4001  90'     4863 


1152 
118 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 


12 

18 

10 

17 

IS 

8 

9 

6 

5 

15 

16 

4I 

10 

15 

8 


178 


12 

17 

10 

16 

13 

8 

9 

6 

5 

15 

16 

4 

10 

15 

8 


8 

9 

8 

10 

11 

10 

10 

10 

9 

10 

9 

10 

11 

8 

10 


7.11 
10 


178 


I 


i 


321 

1346 

1341 

125 


5291 


10 


238  86 

329  90 

440 

499 

278  02 

533  03 

784 

691 

253  38 

547  78 

665 

699 

452  64 

961  50 

968 

1031 

367  48 

1445  76 

706 

816 

141  55 

810  98 

297 

416 

202  82 

382  12 

489 

621 

386  76 

416  96 

292 

520 

113  84 

272  17 

191 

308 

283  34 

1319  S3 

618 

717 

272  19 

675  68 

874 

746 

122  34 

495  58 

190 

253 

300  65 

750  95 

686 

788 

325  14 

611  45 

923 

724 

S49  83 

723  25 

412 

567 

233  72 

746  19 

568 

709 

209  46 

266  61 

326 

612 

4432  01 

11287  24 

9314 

10416 

CORTLAND  COUNTY. 


9 

9 

8 

210  56 

307  40 

S74 

19 

18 

7 

1005  00 

768  50 

1218 

7 

7 

8 

107  80 

230  08 

375 

6 

6 

7 

179  15 

166  12 

380 

20 

20  7 

606  75 

861  65 

1169 

11 

11  7 

282  73 

162  51 

563 

9 

9 

7 

221  76 

125  76 

611 

17 

16 

7 

319  62 

280  64 

1056 

31 

SO 

7 

692  66 

629  86 

1448 

392 
1099 
317 
266 
968 
463 
416 
690 
1216 


*Indaded  io  Mooers. 
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34  [Aimui.T 

COBTLAND  COUNTY,  (Cotmavxa.) 


■n 

■| 

1 

1 

1 

i 

T(nn»*BdCraatiH. 

i 

i 

I       1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

WHlel^ 

6 

6 

T 

71  T« 

4115  25| 

160 

156 

T 

mt»  78 

8767|    7J6S 

DELAWARE  COUNTY. 


AndeB, 

BOTIIM,  •••• 

Colchester,.. 
SBvenport, . . 

D^lhi, 

FnmkriD, ,.. 
Hamden,. . . . 
Hancock, ... 
Harperafield, 
Kortright,  .. 
MaaoDville, . 
'  Meredith,  .. 
Middletown,. 
Roxbury, . . . 
Sidney,  . . .  ■ 
Stamford, . . . 
Tompkias,  ■ . 
WdtoD, .... 


I-*^ 

13 

6 

223  69 

830  36 

616 

567 

fl 

6 

1S4  40 

108  76 

446 

449 

7 

fl 

142  72 

226  16 

36! 

404 

14 

19 

7 

205  50 

260  19 

766 

est 

14 

13 

7 

ne  06 

478  15 

591 

S9« 

It 

Sfl 

7 

295  6C 

70«  2! 

989 

846 

8 

S 

7 

115  66 

SOS  00 

iSt 

381 

7 

4 

5 

ea  S2 

47  64 

.    161 

136 

ra 

13 

7 

241  62 

687  68 

66C 

680 

m 

19 

7 

342  22 

439  66 

96C 

843 

IS 

12 

7 

105  24 

SSI  6< 

46€ 

396 

14 

14 

S 

1S9  12 

684 

332 

15 

14 

6 

261  65 

69  01 

76S 

661 

8(1 

17 

6 

364  12 

573  85 

1011 

921 

« 

» 

7 

140  68 

S48  04 

44( 

433 

n 

1(1 

fl 

197  36 

686  0< 

73C 

63S 

16 

16 

6 

227  88 

181  58 

591 

519 

12 

11 

» 

841  78 

406  84 

508 

414 

339 

22! 

7 

3754  96 

6809    6 

11 136 

lOIOI 

DUTCHESS  COUNTY. 


Ameoia 

Beekmao, 

ClintoD, 

Dcwet, 

Fiahkill, «8 

La  GraDEe,.. II 

Hyde-Park, 9 

Milan, I  12 

North-East, II 

Pawlinra, 8 

Pine-Praina, I     8 

Pleasant- Valley,  ...I   11 

Pougbkeepsie, 10 

Bed^ook, <  IS 


"I  » 


968  10 

881  11 

177  3! 

663  8! 

256  9! 

438  Of 

870  9f 

682  OS 

861  18 

8400  33 

278  76 

900  48 

298  8C 

818  8t 

634  69 

1»J  6e 

806  46 

209  88 

437  67 

176  84 

642  03 

SIO  06 

677  62 

734  38 

738  65 

340  18 

706  64 

403 
677 
1620 
499 
452 
693 
564 
S94 
374 
539 
531 
407 


565 
389 
485 
003 
*W8 

n> 

(64 

533 
4«5 
380 

370 
641 
1682 
848 


N«.16^ 


S6 
DUTCHESS  COUNTY,  (Cotrmmmo.) 


Tmtm  n<  CoaaliM. 


ttmebadc, 
ftuford,. . . . 
UaioB-Vale, 
W«hiiigton, 


IS 

IS 

8 

12 


209 


12 

43 

8 

12 

201 


e 

1 


1 


10 
9 
9 

10 

SS8  40 
394  74 
198  14 
345  94 

1351  53| 
910  05 
606  37 
585  55 

524 

779 
615 
591 

9 

5868  27 

14902  46 

10448 

i^ 


656 
695 
711 


13248 


ERIE  COUNTY, 


Atdcn,,. ••«•« 

Amhertft^ « 

Aurora,  « .  •  • 

Bublo,  .*..  « 

Boston,  ••••  •••••• 

Ghrenre,* « • « 

0^0611)^  ••••  •••••« 

Eden, 

Erie, 

Evans, 

B4mburglt, •  •  • 

HoUaQ<(, 

Sardinia, 

Wales, 


7 

8 
14 
IS 

8 
14 

6 

15 
19 

7 
14 
10 
23 

6 
12 
11 


187 


7 
7 
14 
7110 


« 

7 
8 


8 
14 

5 
12 
17 

6 
14 
10 
22 

6 
12 
11 


172    7 


r 

8 
I  7 
7 
6 
6 
7 
6 
7 
6 
6 


147  18 
161  74 
213  68 
686  It 
183  05 
457  50 
63  46 
180  66 
901  60 
152  99 
225  06 
142  63 
493  83 
122  38 
176  42 
219  54 


189  34 

443 

86t 

248  68 

350 

419 

€04  67 

987 

796 

661  64 

762 

161« 

280  37 

445 

401 

516  73 

1197 

lost 

118  26 

186 

lU 

370  64 

664 

568 

323  39 

882 

708 

159  99 

408 

404 

352  54 

679 

624 

316  69 

589 

460 

689  95 

1264 

1178 

218  89 

862' 

SIS 

160  46 

581 

898 

288  11 

650 

6S1 

5494  86 

10843 

98tt 

ESSEX  COUNTY, 


Chesterfield,  •  •  •  • 
Cfdwnpoint,  .«•• 

Euexj •  •••• 

Bliiabethtowu,  .^ 

Jv> 

Keene, 

Lewis,  .•4. 

Ifhiervt, 

Mmah, 

I9ewcomb, 

Sekroao, 

Tieondeniga, 

Ufa  ^^nmi 


10 

10 

81 

148  Sd 

463  37 

447 

419 

13 

13  6 

196  43 

313  19 

785 

668 

9 

9 

7 

159  68 

•  •  •  •  •   •  « 

614 

477 

7,  6 

7 

127  94 

«  «  »  •  •   •  • 

861 

808 

8  8 

7 

146  98 

385  73 

607 

484 

6 

6 

5 

87  48 

119  05 

818 

248 

13 

12 

6 

137  32 

392  17 

466 

867 

5 

3 

9 

,   19  68 

63  94 

f      129 

90 

10 

9 

6 

154  76 

299  83 

657 

474 

1 

1 

8 

6  64 

3  21 

28 

21 

13 

IS 

6 

147  24 

209  42 

447 

4M 

14 

14 

6 

226  78 

365  72 

706 

68S 

16 

14 

6 

168  06 

279  94 

629 

448 

36 


E8SRX  COUNTY,  (CoHrnnrsD.) 


[Am 


BBH 


7 
1 

(ft 

I 

1_ 


TowM  mad  Coimtiet. 


4 

1 


1 


S 
i 

* 


a 

e 


1 


fe- 


I 


I 
I 

i 


4 


Willsborough, 
Wilmington,  • 


11 

5 


141 


9 
5 


ISl 


6 

61 


6 


144  26 
78  81 


1940  SI 


322  37 
174  2i 


3392  17 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 


Bangor, 

Brandon, « 

Chateaugay,  ... 

Constable, 

Dickinson, 

Doane, 

Fort -Covington,. 

Malone, 

Moira, 

Westvflle, 


• « • 


Alabama,  • .  • 
Alexander, . . 
Attica,..  •••• 
Batavia,  •  •  • . 
Betban  J,.  •  •  • 
Bergen,. .... 
Bennington,. 

Byron, 

Castile, 

China, 

Covington,.. 

Elba, 

Gainesville,  • 
Le  Roy,.... 
Middlebury, 
Orangeville, . 
Pembroke,... 

Perry, 

Stafford, 

Sheldon,  ..., 
Warsaw,  .... 
Wcthersfield, 


6 

6 

6 

89  93 

3 

3 

7 

22  50 

15 

12 

6 

171  24 

4 

4 

7 

63  48 

4 

3 

7 

43  38 

1 

1 

4 

17  72 

IT 

14 

6 

264  28 

IS 

12 

7 

187  82 

5 

5 

6 

67  82 

6 

74 

6 
66 

6 
6 

62  22 

990  39 

119  60 

63  61 
249  87 

90  00 
112  00 

20  78 
412  62 
634  21 
121  04 

58  28 


1881  96 


GENESEE  COUNTY. 


11 
13 
13 
29 
14 
9 
18 
11 
14 
15 
18 
14 


4 
13 
12 
17 
14 

9 
14 
II 
14 
15 
18 
14 


13  12 


IS 
14 
11 
26 
13 
IS 
10 
14 
7 


318 


18 
14 
11 
24 
13 
12 
10 
12 
7 


6 
7 
8 
8 
7 
8 
6 
8 
7 
6 
8 
7 
7 
9 
8 
8 
6 
9 
8 
7 
8 
8 


95  55 
233  02 
235  35 
412  07 
293  20 
165  18 


149  06 


18 
72 


2881  8 


179 
211 
244  43 
181  77 
319  23 
216  90 
181  95 
306  06 
256  80 
148  82 
371  46 
294  95 
457  81 
163  62 
365  59 
103  33 


6427  99 


I  «  .  .  • 

672 
873 
722 
486 
443 
674 
459 
444 

1066 

'716 
502 

1272 
539 
477 
823 
679 

1004 
328 
694 
227 


•  • 

81 

21 

41 

09 

92 

60 

46 

37 

77 

37 

92 

27 

26 

61 

45 

96 

81 

72< 

70 

64 


18269  81 


458, 
258 


6593 


857 
77 
432 
196 
177 
59 
685 
69(^ 
233 
196 


.i 


3101 


220 
788 
892 

1100 
878 
640 
682 
769 
764 
835 
967 
879 
742 

1249 
871 
667 

1378 
993 
912 
666 
937 
360 


17969 


4MI 

286 


6765 

SOS 
70 
494 
180 
184 
76 
748 
688 
SOS 
SS7 


3087 


200 
704 
770 

1248 
767 
467 
607 
696 
697 
710 
878 
832 
671 

1144 
768 
510 

1192 
865 
777 
661 
808 
848 


16076 


Ne.l5 .] 


37 
GREENE  COUNTY. 


TcwM  wd  OoobUm. 


£ 


Athens, 

Cairo, 

Cattkili, 

Coisaekie, 

Durhaiiii 

Hanteri •  •  •  • 

Greenville, 

Lexington, 

New-Baltimore,  •  •  • 
Windham, 


6 
16 
14 
10 
19 
14 
13 
23 


6 
16 
14 
10 
19 
13 
13 


7 
9 
9 
9 
8 
8 
9 
16!  9 


14    14 


20    19 
149140 


9 
8 


9 


262 
368 
606 
374 
402 
272 
297 
412 
268 
311 


09 
71 
42 
64 
19 
28 
44 
20 
20 
34 


3464  51 


372  69 
916  76 
766  841 
1068  39 
633  12 
486  48 


•  •  •  •  • 


383  44 
806  66 
628  85 


6060  12 


HERKIMER  COUNTY. 


Colombia,  •••-••••• 

Danube, 

Forfield, 

Frankfort, 

Germanflatts, *•  * 

Herkimer, 

Litehfield, 

Litiie-FalU, 

Manheim, 

Newport, 

Norway, 

Russia, 

Salisbary, 

Schujler, 

Siarks, 

Warren,  ••••••  •••• 

Wesl-BruQswick,.  •  • 
Winfield, 


13 

13 

9 

9 

16 

16 

13 

13 

12 

12 

12 

12 

10 

10 

8 

8 

10 

10 

11 

9 

9 

8 

14 

14 

12 

12 

10 

10 

8 

8 

11 

11 

6 

6 

8 

8 

190 

187 

8 
9 
7 
9 
8 
9 
9 

10 
9 
7 
6 
7 
7 
9 

10 
8 
6 
9 

8 


269  72 
224  00 
313  66 

266  68 
282  36 
277  16 
210  46 
264  68 
227  87 
224  06 
144  64 
334  49 
220  12 
359  24 
194  10 

267  46 
96  86 

202  64 


4358  88 


610  57 

666 

646  40 

630 

174  49 

709 

645  25 

860 

579  21 

708 

704  63 

707 

648  19 

666 

657  86 

692 

273  88 

614 

709  98 

605 

246  61 

417 

449.07 

876 

612  58 

783 

421  74 

665 

193  11 

566 

431  01 

643 

69  17 

206 

604  06 

669 

8166  70 

11436 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 


663 
605 
667 
820 
768 
7tfl 
48S 
704 
632 
560 
328 
739 
681 
706 
665 
600 
191 
478 


10688 


Adima,. ... 
Antwerp, .. 
Alexanoria, 
BrownvHIe, 
Champion, . 
ElUsburgh, . 


13 

13 

8 

300  39 

476  61 

lOlOj 

914 

9 

16 

8 

295  76 

404  24 

746 

624 

10 

19 

6 

191  92 

219  32 

424 

350 

16 

16 

7 

320  92 

761  02 

996 

90S 

13 

12 

7 

.  250  26 

408  60 

770 

726 

31 

27 

-7 

587  92 

899  75 

1947 

1734 

88 
JEFFERSON  COUNTY,  (CoirnKun>.) 


[Aa^mur 


IWu  and  CoontiM. 


'■a 

I 


1 


HanderBoii}  ••••«•• 

Hwnsfieki, 

Le  Ray, 

Loftraine, • . 

Ljrme)  •••••..•••• 

Orieans, • 

Pamelia, 

Philadelphia, 

Rodman,  • 

Rutland,  • •  •  • 

Watertown, 

Wilna, .. 


ibrantineham,  • 
DenmarK,  •.. 

Plana, 

Lowville, .... 
Harrisburgh,  . 

Leyden, 

Martinsburgb, 
Pinckney,  •  •  • 

Turin, 

Watson,  •  •  •  •  • 
West-Turin,*. 


14 
12 
17 
12 
17 
20 
12 
8 
13 
15 
18 
14 


14 

7 

12 

9 

17 

8 

12 

6 

is 

7 

20 

7 

12 

7 

7 

7 

IS 

7 

15 

7 

15 

9 

12 

7 

255 

7 

267 
S44 
S17 
174 
817 
433 
256 
102 
212 
261 
426 
140 


98 
42 
92 
15 
93 
18 
10 
74 
68 
44 
00 
06 


759  74 

1078  87 

632  72 

287  18 


•  •  •  •  » 


•  • 


7  6190  76 


630  82 
390  82 
385  76 
445  08 
513  93 
1039  40 


t  •  •  •  • 


9333  76 


846 
830 

1011 
6641 
624 

1014 
790 
367 
721 
876 

1109 
469 


15203 


KINGS  COUNTY. 


Brookljii,  ... 
Busbwick, . . . 
Flatbush, . . . . 
flatUnds,.... 
Qnvesend,  . . 
New-Utreebt, 


LEWIS  COUNTY. 


6 

6 

12 

12 

4 

4 

12 

12 

6 

6 

10 

10 

15 

15 

6 

6 

20 

20 

8 

5 

•  • 

99 

•  •  • 

96 

6' 

7 

8 

71 

7 

8 

7 

7 

8 

6 


39  67 
246  10 
7  43 
260  70 
133  35 
171  51 
241  26 
123  24 
395  46 

69  90 


1688  52 


20  00 

[   205 

454  21 

708 

•SO  02 

IS 

712  78 

714 

49  85 

182 

314  21 

489 

646  88 

815 

146  95 

364 

780  90 

928 

102  81 

A  A  A   A      »  * 

176 

' 

3258  41 

4683 

1 


14384 


6 

5 

12 

1336  14 

«  •  .  •  f   •  . 

[   632 

3874 

4 

3 

12 

118  50 

850  50 

169 

391 

2 

2 

12! 

129  80 

«  •  •  •  •  *  •  • 

70 

331 

2 

2 

12 

60  74 

480  00 

60 

13< 

2 

2 

12 

49  99 

•  •  •  •  •   «  • 

66 

129 

3 
19 

3 
17 

12 
12 

121  50 

979  80 

173 

£84 

1815  67 

83 10  30 

1170 

4644 

Slf 
68( 
It 
69f 
iSi 
411 
TSC 
S6( 
94JI 
208 


444F 


^Inclodtd  in  Turin. 


No.  16.] 


S9 
LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


ToiVM  wd  ConntiM. 


t 


Atod, 

CaledoDia, 

ConesQB,' 

Geaeseo,  •  •  •  • 

Grovekfid,  ••••••• 

Leicester,  •••••••• 

Lima, • .  •  • 

Livonia, 

]biiiil*MoiTif,  « •  •  • 

Spirta, • . 

Springwater, 

York, 


i 


s 

o 


^ 


£ 


Broookfield,  ..•••• 

CaxenoFia, 

De  Ray  ter, •  • 

Eaton,  •  •  •  • , 

Fenner,  •  •  •  • 

Geori^towOi  • 

Hamiltoni  •••••••• 

Lebanon, •  •  • 

Madison, 

Nelson,  .••••..••• 

Smjthfield,.  •  • 

Sullivan, • .  • 

Lenox,  •  • 


Brighton,  • 
Chfli, . . . . 
Clarkson, 
Gales,  ••• 
Greece,  •  • 
Henrietta, 
Mendon,  • 
Ogden,... 
Parma,  • ;  • 


IS 

IS 

10 

10 

10 

9 

10 

9 

6 

10 

10 

9 

10 

9 

7 

IS 

IS 

8 

9 

8 

8 

14 

14 

9 

14 

14 

8 

19 

19 

7 

16 

14 

7 

15 

15 

8 

152 

148 

8 

282  92 
180  49 
166  96 
407  SI 
286  90 
407  59 
218  54 
297  57 
386  27 
607  98 
SOS  57 
402  5S 


871  04| 
S17  59 
685  27 
275  65 
285  7S 
499  07 
984  90 
718  65 
861  02 
S88  02 
791  55 


S848  68  6778  49 


MADISON  COUNTY, 


27 
21 

7 
20 
10 

9 
16 
IS 
18 
14 
12 
20 
2S 


210 


27 
20 

7 
19 
11 

9 
16 
IS 
18 
14 
12 
19 
21 


206 


7 
8 
7 
7 
8 
7 
9 
7 
8 
8 
8 
7 
9 


I 


& 


1 

(ft 

1 


754 
456 
558 
780 
484 
602 
504 

1009 
879 

1200 
806 
898 


9  ISO 


498 
488 
76S 
4*B 
6iS 
«0 
847 
754 
1216 
740 
824 


4  -i^wi^ 


8»48 


8 


728  32 

472  64 

1618 

479  20 

866  92 

1186 

180  52 

262  42 

590 

484  OS 

484  92 

,  1135 

314  16 

606  36 

772 

244  25 

76  16 

426 

432  66 

621  63 

986 

306  76 

446  66 

899 

430  89 

467  36 

890 

408  25 

436  30 

889 

315  86 

513  20 

922 

387  24 

1182  96 

116^ 

670  24 

1200  37 

1600 

5281  38 

7606  90 

1297S 

1307 
1198 

524 

1029 

67S 

36$ 

839 

678 

728 

740 

811 

118« 

1454 


11519 


MONROE  COUNTY. 


13 

IS 

8 

538  55 

14 

13 

8 

224  93 

15 

15 

7 

822  56 

12 

12 

8 

616  96 

11 

11 

7 

190  44 

14 

14 

8 

264  06 

16 

16 

9 

341  84 

15 

15 

9 

236  60 

14 

14 

8 

235  14 

756  -99 

798  06 

1039  31 

483  94 

711  62 

888  32 

700  S6i 

647  51 

1714 
825 

1212 

1022 
593 
782 

1116 
841 
986 


I77« 
666 
99S 

1687 
636 
744 
990 

691 
844 


40 


MONROE  COUNTY  (CoHrmnw).) 


[AMBiau.Y 


TowBf  and  ContiM. 


O 


e 

I 


Peofield, 

Penrinton, 

Pittsford, 

H«g*. 

Rosb,   

Sweden^ 

WheatUnd, ....... 


22 
IS 

9 
14 
11 
IS 

9 


20 
IS 

9 
12 
11 
IS 

8 


215  209 


8 
8 
8 
7 
8 
8 
10 


8 


606  84 
267  63 
216  44 
214  87 
237  38 
286  49 
212  74 


4812  42 


1491  18 
933  60 
647  84 
676  34 
454  17 
575  38 
676  78 


11479  85 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 


Amsterdam, 

BroRdalbin, 

CaMJolwrie,  .... 
Charlestown,  ... 

Ephratab, 

Florida, 

Glen, 

Hope, 

Jobnstown, 

Lake-Pleasant, . . 

Majfield,  

Minden,  

Nortbampton, . . . 

Oppenbeim, 

Palatine, 

Root, 

Stratrord,   

Wells, 


19 

IS 

16 

9 

9 


a  • 


9 
7 
32 
4 
15 
101 
11 
17 


11 


18 

12 

15 

9 

9 

12 

9 

7 

32 

4 

15 

10 

10 

17 

10 

11 

5 

2 


213  207 


9 
8 
10 
8 
8 
7 
9 
5 
9 
4 
7 
9 
7 
7 
10 
10 
5 
5 


8 


888  62 
288  90 
453  34 
258  28 
217  61 
332  40 
243  38 

86  10 
915  41 

29  61 
299  28 
252  10 
165  26 
374  25 
279  52 
347  16 

54  27 

67  74 


1616 
879 
638 
663 
678 

1121 
683 


15268 


1115  36 

942 

425  66 

789 

1154  88 

1014 

410  34 

638 

495  68 

859] 

634  29 

761 

145  44 

575 

844 

1927  08 

1886 

20  26 

62 

742  56 

782 

438  64 

607 

892  12 

444 

564  11 

855 

749  60 

545 

779  04 

783 

98  85 

173 

102 

0088  26 

11611 

TiSS 

741 
558 
524 
672 
851 
660 


14381 


1127 

741 

1262 

616 

602 

804 

785 

835 

2487 

80 

784 

880 

364 

1109 

798 

824 

182 

111 


18741 


NEW-YORK  COUNTY. 


NIAGARA  COUNTY. 


Cambria, . . 
Hartland,.. 
Lewiston, 
Lockport,  . 
New-Fane, 


8 

8 

7 

12 

8 

8 

7 

7 

6 

16 

11 

7 

12 

9 

5 

155  62 
175  00 
155  09 
436  02 
118  56 


487  37 
347  95 

779*33 
819  12 


654 
568 
895 
1208 
870 


580 
426 
386 
1226 
415 


Mt.  16.] 


41 

NIAGARA  COUNTY,  (GoiminTHD.) 


Tmrm  md  CmbUm. 


Peadletoo.* 
Potter,  ••• 
HoyaUon,  •  • 
Soaeneti,  » 
Wibon,  •#• 


t 


8 

8 

6 

16 

7 
7 


8 

6 

6 

16 

7 


106  92 


6 
5 

6 

7 
7 


148  84 
137  SO 
171  38 
304  \i 
96  30 
87  94 


1980  07 


122  11 

77  01 
124  63 

269' 20 
197  97 


2724  69 


f 


i 


317 
141 
315 
1158 
271 
247 


5534 


1 

! 


3l8 
ISl 
S89 
940 
249 
220 


5250 


AuBSTille, 

Angosta, 

BooonUe, 

Bridgewater,  ••••• 

CiQideD, 

Deerfield, 

FloreDce, •  •  •  • 

Fbvd, 

Kirkland,  

Lee, 

Uarehall, 

New«Hartibrd,  •  •  •  • 

Pttis, 

Rettiseii) 

Rome, 

ScQgerfieM, 

SteHben, •  •  •  • 

Tirenton,  •* 

Utiea, 

Vertioii)  •••••.•... 
Yevotia,  •••••• .... 

▼kniui, 

Weetern,  •• 

WeetBDOveiMiu, . .  •  • 
WUtestown,  •••«.. 


ONEIDA  COUNTY. 

• 

11 

11 

6 

43  62 

229  80" 

407 

445 

16 

16 

9 

360  16 

1027  16 

1366 

923 

19 

15 

6 

256  24 

230  10 

748 

798 

11 

10 

8 

188  66 

1 

677 

433 

IS 

10 

7 

197  72 

285  81 

.   597 

498 

21 

20 

7 

412  14 

1135  72 

1088 

1316 

9 

8 

6 

83  88 

163  71 

266 

288 

12 

11 

7 

192  64 

421  59 

584 

620 

16 

15 

7 

335  20 

662  88 

792 

670 

12 

12 

7 

256  98 

440  07 

802 

798 

12 

10 

8 

226  09 

606  59 

797 

762 

15 

15 

9 

371  19 

989 

981 

15 

15 

9 

280  00 

759  42 

940 

840 

8 

7 

7 

132  37 

168  84 

401 

407 

19 

19 

8 

424  86 

1 

1211^ 

1270 

11 

11 

8 

380  58 

608  41 

679 

689 

16 

13 

8 

207  06 

517  98 

654 

648 

16 

16 

7 

276  28 

865  99 

998 

838 

1 

1 

12 

723  56 

238 

1749 

16 

16 

8 

347  28 

967 

90S 

23 

18 

7 

351  00 

400  81 

1146 

1058 

12 

12 

7 

183  16 

304  29 

561 

646 

16 

16 

8 

270  96 

538  68 

902 

766 

14 

14 

9 

404  32 

830  63 

1184 

983 

10 
343 

10 
821 

9 

8 

371  34 

802  62 

844 

1144 

7277  29 

11000  55 

19781 

20265 

[A.  No.  15.] 


[AktfBMMLT 


ONONDAGA  COONTT. 


TowM  Mid  CoantiM. 


Camillus,  • 
Cicero,  •• 
Clay,  .... 
Elbridge,  • 
Fabius,  •  • . 
Lysander, 
Manlias,.. 
Marcellas, 
Onondaga, 
Otisco,  •  • . 
Pompey, 
Skaneatelas, 
Spafford,  ..« 
Salina,  .••.. 

Tully, 

La  Fayette,  < 
Van  Buren, . 


Bloemfield,  • . 
Bristol, .«...  < 
Canadice,...< 
Canandaigua, 
Farmington,. 
Ooriiam, .  •  •  • . 
Hopewell,  •  • . 
Manehester, 
Naples,  .r*. 

Pbclps,  r... 

Riebmond,  .. 
Seneca,  ..r*. 
Victor, , 


Blooming-Grove, 

Calboun, 

Cornwall, 

Crawford, 

Deerpark,  .....< 


ABB 


Bfi 


3 

I 

I 


a 
•g 

I 

6 


a 

o 
5ZJ 


g 

a 


1 

i 


1 

lO 

I 


»•••• «•• 


13 
9 
12 
15 
18 
15 
29 
11 
3S 
10 
26 
35 
15 
15 
9 
12 
17 


294 


IS 
9 
10 
IS 
17 
15 
29 
10 
29 
10 
26 
32 
15 
10 

1 

9 
12 
17 


276 


8 
7 
7 
8 
8 
7 
9 
9 
8 
8 
8 
9 
8 
8 
8 
9 
8 

8 


251  46 
202  25 
350  89 
366  65 
425  04 
418  91 

1839  70 
597  24 
761  81 
381  92 
956  25 

1518  88 
254  08 
579  14 
275  72 
544  04 
294  06 


10017  54 


588  37 
319  64 
228  16 
760  21 
376  781 
471  61 
750  09 
474  52 

846*59 
930  65 
599  02 
293  71 
844  92 
201  01 
392  26 
590  99 


8117  43 


ONTARIO  COUNTY. 


•  * 


23 

21 

22 

19 

11 

10 

22 

21 

13 

12 

17 

17 

10 

10 

14 

IS 

11 

11 

22 

22 

27 

20 

20 

20 

13 

IS 

225 

209 

8 

7 

6 

8 

81 

9 

9 

8 

6 

9 

7 

9 

8 


8 


628  29 
834  46 
200  99 
528  98 
220  56 
367  86 
265  64 
327  56 
169  88 
588  50 
471  75 
726  22 
400  10 


5219  29 


1036 
640 
166 

1258 
607 
937 
864 
653 
450 

1959. 
772 

1779 
547 


19 

25 
64 
22 
73 
67 
88 
33 
98 
42 
05 
26 
43 


11717  96 


ORANGE  COUNTY. 


1053 
642 
678 

1265 

1126 
968 

2184 
800 

1663 
703 

1570 

1200 
574 
779 
574 
808 

1084 


1044 
456 
SfS 
98S 
966 
948 

2S06 
789 

1650 
584 

ld88 

1985 
567 

1487 
495 

,  794 
969 


lI 


17364}  nasi 


1312 

1080 
.608 
1610 

685 
1087 

790 
.973 

683 

1605 

1152 

1584 

9361 


18854 


}I1» 
925 
414 

162S 
580 
929 
768 
857 
643 

1495 
960 

1937 
68t 


>*^ 


12 

12 

11 

[  279  40 

956  14 

566 

6 

6 

11 

180  28 

629  '14 

685 

9 

9 

11 

374  15 

1082  66 

643 

12 

11 

12 

249  68 

1017  68 

657 

6 

6 

7 

119  16 

286  21 

820 

18816 


606 
447 
788 
661 
896 


N«lft«) 


4S 

OfiANeB  COUNTY  (CoiranraaB.) 


Tpvu  nd  GovBliet. 


o 

i 


t 


s 

4 


I 


A     ^ 
^  N 


• 


Goshen,  ..••••• 
Mmiffinki  •  •  •  • » 
Moiitgomerf ,  •  •  • 
Mrniroe^'..**** 
Newbnrgh.  •  •  •  • 
New-Windsor,  . 

Walkill, 

Warwick, 

HfunptoBburgb,* 


f  16 

16 

10 

373  90 

so 

25 

10 

582  76 

16 

16 

9 

459  28 

14 

14'  8 

394  80 

IS 

12 

10 

364  54 

11 

12 

7 

281  16 

20 

20 

10 

536  48 

2d 

32 

11 

573  46 

192 

179 

9 

4768  05 

2338  98 
2491  81 
1S92  59 
1025  17 

584  41 
1004  36 
1037  86 


975 

1661 

1039 

691 

925 

457 

1319 

1265 


13794  84  10943 


1 

1 

15St 
1174 
lllf 
1734 
695 
1391 

isse 


12762 


ORLEANS  COUNTY. 


Baire,  •  •  • 
Carlton, .  • 
Chrendon, 
Gaines,.  •• 
Murray,  •  • 
fudge  wny, 
Shelby,  . . 
Yates,  ... 


27 

26 

8 

680  89 

1348  33 

1536 

1S9S 

11 

9 

6 

87  28 

263  24 

366 

390 

14 

13 

7 

235  28 

411  70 

783 

668 

10 

10 

8 

197  84 

680  1« 

647 

546 

17 

17 

6 

270  91 

820  09 

1029 

660 

12 

11 

9 

242  29 

611  50 

796 

609 

12j  12 

9 

199  91 

698  24 

783 

714 

10  9 

6 

8 

131  72 

286  62 

402 

356 

ns 

106 

2046  12 

6019  88 

6341 

6499 

OSWEGO  COUNTY, 


«  •  •  t  .  •  4 


•  •  . 


.  * 


Albion,  «•< 
Aiiiboy,t  . 
Boylston^- 
CoBstantia, 
Graidir, « •  < 
Hannibal,.  . 
Hastings, 
Mexico^ .  •  •  • 
New-Haven, 
Orwell,«#.«. 
Oswego,  •  •  * . 
Parish,  •••«• 
ledfield,  . : . 
Biehland,  • . . 

;  Mneluded  in  Goshen,  Blooming 
'  floeloded  in  Wiiliamstown. 


5 

4 

6 

45  90 

88  41 

141 

•  •  • 

3 

8  6 

41  68 

*  86  47 

193 

11 

6 

6 

60  oo! 

SO  68 

209 

13 

12 

7 

224  02 

253  09 

523 

12 

10 

7 

290  25 

235  66 

626 

10 

8 

1 

7 

107  64 

265  62 

411 

18 

14 

7 

231  34 

564  61 

938 

d 

9 

7 

160  70 

229  19 

569 

5 

4 

6 

49  99 

102  62 

159 

11 

8 

6 

144  24 

456  88 

478 

7 

6 

7 

66  60 

116  28 

246 

3 

3 

4 

86  60 

41  20 

110 

17 

16 

7 

246  10 

829  15 

982 

151 


147 
181 
419 
587 
4St 
816 
609 
186 
579 
260 
94 
866 


-Grove  and  Montgomerj. 


tA»i 


OSWEGO  COUNTr,  (Coimnm.) 


OTSEGO  COUNTY. 


Burlington,  . . . . 
Butternuts,  . . . . 
Cherry- Valley, . 

Decatur 

Edmeston 

Exeter '•. 

Hartwick 

Otego, 

Laurens, 

Maryland, 

Middlefield,..., 

Mnbnl, 

Ifew-LUhon, . . . 

Otaego, 

Pitlsfield 

Plainfield 

Richfield, 

Sprinzfield,  ... 
UnadUla,  ..... 

Weatfottl 

Worcester 


282  22 
466  00 
479  32 
131  28 
481  94 
196  47 
324  76 
127  64 
26S  74 
216  79 
350  38 
SSI  64 
297  96 
189  88 
484  66 
112  36 
202  a 

234  56 
318  21 

235  70 
188  7r 
273  44 


412  25 
859  34 
964  63 
132  08 
343  74 
358  13 
724  71 
268  05 
5U0  31 
411  94 
490  72 
631  11 
437  19 
279  32 
»47  09 
96  14 
386  76 
489  04 
707  39 
641  37 
276  41 
296  09 


313  308|  8  6172  04  10560  75  17673  15818 


1023 
1338 
1475 
330 
708 
534 
901 
331 
796 
692 
969 
976 
822 
613 
1449 
304 
621 
663 
961 
746 
«4< 
776 


80a 
1249 
1365 

set 

694 

4C0 
839 
290 
690 
609 
>87 


S45 
1246 

277 
606 
632 
861 

ni 
6ie 

(86 


Carmel, . .  • 
Kent...... 

Patterson,  . 
PhitipstottO; 
Southeast,  . 


PUTNAM  COUNTY. 

13 

12 

8 

271  20 

453  12 

662 

691 

11 

11 

1 

221  92 

353  54 

.461 

sae 

11 

11 

tl 

194  5C 

391  7! 

iai 

4Ct 

21 

X 

7 

546  6! 

964  70 

929 

U«l 

13 

12 

9 

233  66 

099  60 

602 

Kl$ 

69 

66 

8 

1468  10 

3162  eti 

3047 

3821 

Vtb  If.] 


4S 


QUEENS  COUNTY. 


Tmtm  lad  CteuBtiM. 


ItashiDg, • 

BiBpstetd,  i 

JaBttca,  •••••••••< 

Htfwtown,  •  •  •  •  •••( 

NoHli-Hempsteadv 
O^ter  Bay,.  •••«.. 


i 
1 

I 


8 
18i  18 


8 

8 

10 

SS 


.7& 


8 

8 

9 

18 


68 


10 
10 
10 
11 
10 

11 

10 


292 
669 
30S 
313 
367 
632 


17 

44 


2567  89 


911     828  42 

16'     631  00 
12 


110  85 
1751  62 


3221  79 


3486 


RENSSELAER  COUNTY. 


pediO| « •  •  •  • . 
Bnuawick,  . . 
^enboahy  . . 
Gmfton,  .... 
QioQsick,  .... 
Msringbargh, 
Nimaa,  . . , .  . 
P«|enburdb,  . 
PiUstowQ»  . . . 
Sand-Lake,  . . 
S«^d)tie«ke| 
Seboaack,  .'. . 
Stephentown, 
Troy, 


Ct^IetoWti, 
NorthfieM,. 
We8tfiel<^  . 
Swdifiehl, . 


9 
14 
II 

9 
20 

4 
15 
16 
17 
20 
14 
19 
17 

4 


169 


9 
14 
11 

8 
19 

4 
16 
16 
17 
20 
13 
16 
171 

4 


•••*■ 


182 


7 
9 
9 
6 
7 
10 


5 
9 
7 
9 
10 
8 
9 


244  86 
305  07 

358  67 
196  13 
437  36 
298  28 
361  31 
268  61 
441  17 
421  36 

359  98 
431  61 
332  79 
967  50 


.Ik. 


81  5414  56 


288  24 

922  78 

672  61 

131  87 

798  62 

354  63 

640  98 

318  21 

1113  18 

802  40 

991  90 

1151  41 

465  47 

967  50 

9619  70 

RICHMOND  COUNTY. 


6 
6 

4 
S 


]  18]  18 


6 
6 
4 
2 


12 
11 
11' 
12 


12 


204  45 

226  94 

186  78* 

36  96 


655  IS  1912  64 


ROCKLAND  COUNTY. 


Clarkstown,..  •••••• 

Hft<rer8ll!tfw, 

RatiNipo,  •  ••*•  •••••• 

Oranget^ini, 

9 
7 

10 
9 

8 

6 

10 

9 

M 

11 

9 

Id 
12* 

II 


256  4aj 
249  46 
292  92 
189  16 

987  Ot 


503  51 

82  78 

754  16 

1188  93 

I6S9  38 


6161 
7DS 
70S 
552 

1650 
841 

1051 
732 

1327 

1202 
699 
860 
968 
860 


12264 


502 
323 
121 
110 


1056 


63$ 
801 

1004 
50S 

1452 
705 
933 
679 

1094 

1142 
907 
991 

984 
2622 


141M 


74» 
<7S 
601 
lOl 


2020 


4611 

MkJU 

508 
89« 


1666 


' « 


661 
SOS 
Tl» 
491 


f84» 


iS 


[AflMMMLT 


SARATOGA  COUNTY, 


T4mu{Md  Comtiu. 


s 


I  -8 


a 


'I 

O 


Btllston^ 

Cb&rlton,  ••• 

OKiton  Pirk,  ..••.« 

Corinth, 

Concord) 

Bdiiiburgh, .  »•  •  •  ^  •  • 
Gklwftj,  ••.<••••• 
Greenfield^  •••••••• 

Hadley, 

Halfmoon, 

Malta, 

Milton,. •• 

Morgan, ..^^  ....•• 
Northumberland,  •• 

Providence, 

Saratoga,....***  *••• 
Saratoga  Springs,  •  • 

Stillwater, 

Waterford, 

Wilton,  **«w*  •••••• 


IS 
9 

14 

10] 

5 

12 

17 

22 

6 

9 

8 

IS 

9 

10 

10 

11 

9 

13 
2 
6 


207 


IS 

9 

14 

9 

4 

12 

16 

22 

5 

9 

8 

IS 

9 

8 

10 

11 

9 

IS 

2 

5 


201 


9 
9 
9 
7 
6 
6 
7 
8 
6 
8 
8 
9 
S' 
8 
7 
8 
7 
8 
11 
9 


I 

s 

I 


229  14 
2S6  56 
296  «6 
165  92 
97  74 
235  26 
309  94i 
408  02 
116  68 
227  04 
187  80 
344  25 
199  56 
128  92 
197  26 
248  84 
254  12 
315  74 
164  08 
172  25 


4535  68 


738  80 

688*47 
218  49 
74  04 
257  18 
851  69 

*  142*  41 
531  36 
482  29 

1049  IS 
409  25 
486  07 
135  77 
752  74 
470  68 
508  82 
480  00 
255  29 


8532  57 


SCHENECTADY  COUNTY. 


Dtnnesbargh,  ... 

CHeaViUe,.: 

Niskajuna, 

Prineetown, 

Sotterdam, 

Sriienectady  City, 


•    • 


Lancaster  School,  •• 


19 

19 

8 

11 

11 

9 

4 

4 

10 

6 

6 

9 

10 

10 

7 

3 

3 

8 

53 

53  9 

1 

1 

12 

54 

54 

9 

418  70 
293  601 

62  60 
146  36 
185  96 

88  51 


1195  73 
411  49 


1607  22 


747 

560 

852 

470 

264 

540 

767 

987 

268 

566 

526 

831 

542 

421 

617 

652 

650! 

682 

241 

460 


11551 


797  42 

12S5 

420  05 

766 

209  81 

235 

269  50 

286 

188  81 

280 

102  92 

139 

1988  51 

^931 

360 

8291 

1 


.766 
406 
ttl 

482 
772 
936 
260 
629 
469 
840 
528 
419 
605 
610 
698 
719 
377 
486 


11194 


1127 
863 
138 
301 
478 
255 


3144 


•  •  •  •  • 


SCHOHARIE  COUNTY. 


Blenheim^. «.« 

B^QORie,.*!*  •  •••.•.« 

Qlll^Sley.^  •••••  i  *  •  • 

CoUeskill, 

^flllQn,  •:>:«*  ^  •  •   •  ♦  •  * 


11 

11 

7 

231  32 

460  36 

22 

18 

9 

240  66 

798  41 

10 

10 

9 

204  51 

354  20 

13 

13 

9 

S40  41 

719  04 

[.11 

11 

.7 

218  86 

235  23 

614 

639 

1336 

1060 

463 

684 

974 

896 

417 

502 

No.  It.]  41 

SCHOHARIE  GOUNTir,  (CoiiTiMuso.) 


ToVM  tad  ConntiM. 


! 


i 

o 

i 


m 


1 


Jefferson, 

Middlebttrgb, » 

Sehoharie,  •••••••• 

Shmron,  •  •  •  • 

Simmity  •••.'•.•••• 


\  13 

14 

13 
13 

7 
8 

206  00 
338  70 

\.    6251 
614 

356 

89 

22 

22 

8 

553  81 

1303 

10 

1161 

23 

2010 

518  80 

851 

36 

1151 

12 
151 

12 
143 

7 
8 

196  98 

221 

82 

.  874 

3049  44 

5300  41 

8219 

SENECA  COUNTY. 


Covert, 

Fayette, 

Jonins, 

Lodt, 

Ond,.... 

Bomolus, 

Seneea'FaUs, 

Tjte, 

Variek,* 

WiterioOy  •••••  %•  •  • 


13 

12 

11 

525  98 

487  71 

674 

14 

14 

9 

589  58 

787  21 

981 

9 

8 

9 

257  04 

209  41 

.552 

8 

8 

8 

613  59 

433  07 

.621 

12 

12 

10 

729  49 

925  32 

820 

21 

21 

8 

792  08 

714  82 

1366 

10 

10 

7 

235  80 

852  .82 

632 

8 

8 

7 

261  18 

722 

•  •  • 

9 
103 

6 
99 

OD  1    o' 

283  05 

545  52 

335 

4287  79 

4455  88 

'«703 

ST.  LAWRENCE  COUNTY. 


Brasher, .  •  •  • 
Canton,  ••». 
De  Kalb,-. . . 

Depaa,t  •  •  •  < 
De  Peyster, 
Edirakis,  •  • 
Fowler,  •••• 
Crouverneur,. 
Hammond, .  < 
Hopkinton,  , 
Lawrence,  •  • 

LiaboD, 

Louisville, . . 
Madrid,.... 
Masaena,  ... 
Morristown,. 
Norfolk,.... 


6 

4 

5 

15 

15 

7 

9 

8 

7 

7 

7 

6 

9 

7 

6 

11 

11 

7 

11{ 

9 

8 

6 

5 

5 

7 

7 

7 

8 

6 

6 

12 

10 

6 

8 

8 

6 

23 

23 

6 

11 

10 

8 

11 

10 

7 

7 

6 

« 

74  40 
410  55 
147  52 


59  79 
571  39 
258  85 


145  69 
110  22 

133  28 
308  49 

98  00 

134  37 

182' 36 
168  14 
389  47 

210  46 

211  53 
156  88 


117 
158 
331 
437 

79 
160 
133 
172 

96 
865 
545 
270 
317 


lS2t 
360 
365 


*  Included  in  Romulus.  . 

t  locladed  in  Edwards  and  De  Kalb. 


44 

40 

12 

32 

15 

1? 

SO 

09 

52 

12. 

11 

82 

3fij 

•  •  •  * 


357 

228 

519 

550 

234 

351 

227 

475 

269 

952, 

570 

888 

436 


8477 


688 
1090 
629 
687 
861 
1368 
75$ 
516 


474 


6766 


207 
749 
355 


237 
267 
417 
476 
197 
250 
202 
491 
311 
1036 
642 
40» 
86T 


•  ' ' 


48  ^    [A$s»MBi;v 

ST.  LAWRENCE  COUNTY,  (Cowwotd.) 


Oswegalchic, 

Parish  ville,  ••••••• 

Pierrepmti 

Potfldam, # 

Riiasell,.. 

Stookbolm,  ••••«••• 


Bath, 

Cameron, 

Canisteo,  • 

Cohoctoo,  ••••••• 

Dansville, .^. 

Greenwood, 

HornbT, 

Horneilsville,  ..«• 
Howard,  •.••••••• 

Jasper,  •••••••••• 

Jersey, 

Pamted  Post, 

Praltsburg^, 

Pultnej, 

Beading,... 

Troupsburgh,  •  •  •  • . 

Tyrone, 

Urbana, • . 

Wayne,  •.•...••. 

Wheeler, 

WoodhuU,.. 


Brookhaven, 

Eaat^Hampton, .... 

Huntington, ••. 

I8lip,.«««* ••• 


g 
a 

I 
f 


I 


s 


1 
I 

t 


15 
12 

7 
26 

6 
10 
18 


255 


15 
12 

7 


4 
10 
16 


235 


6 
7 
7 
7 
6 
6 


6 


581  46 
118  76 
109  64 
622  26 

64  40 

65  22 
277  16 


4719  15 


428  53 
280  75 
149  16 
550  70 
153  47 
176  71 
267  72 


6581  18 


STEUBEN  COUNTY. 


8 

6 

4 

18 

18 

6 

7 

7 

5 

U 

7 

5 

18 

17 

7 

10 

10 

7 

4 

8 

5 

10 

6 

6 

12 

11 

5 

11 

9 

6 

14 

14 

6 

6 

6 

6 

14 

14 

7 

5 

4 

8 

15 

15 

7 

9 

9 

7 

9 

8 

7 

9 

7 

6 

11 

11 

7 

11 

9 

7 

6 

6 

7 

10 

9 

7 

4 

4 

4 

232 

209 

6 

100  961 
299  66 

67  83 

21  71 
262  73 
276  36 

85  701 

62  07 
207  75 

71  77 
316  05 

24  20 
220  241 
103  18! 
230  75< 
185  72 
159  481 

31  84 
204  52 
119  52 
107  04 
154  60 

66  61 


8370  19 


76  61 
871  65 
844  00 
168  59 
499  94 
127  12 

44  84 
164^ 
324  69 
186  47 
263  08 
114  97 
401  68 
229  05 
335  S3 
110  66 
224 -78 
163  01 

299*  26 

195  38 

248  59 

73  95 


5457  00 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 


lOSO 
694 
276 

1303 
163 
260 
627 


11205 


ion 

446 
S47 
1.13J» 
166 
211 
483 


10368 


21^ 
1010 
.350 
213 
957 
600 
.159 
.252 
570 
375 
817 
234 
702 
3391 
692 
652 
881 
242 
668 
407 
44^ 
399 
166 


160 
869 
fl7» 
17S 

800 
MS 
198 
190 
474 
337 
756 
194 
769 
262 

714 
522 

517 

219 

681 

395 

383 

412 

149 


110461  10593 


32 

81 

9 

663  98 

1673  86 

17461 

1T9T 

7 

7 

8 

191  54 

369  84 

.  363 

36t 

24 

22 

9 

668  22 

1721  88 

1406 

1593 

6 

6 

10 

166  30 

590  46 

399 

440 

No.  IS.] 


4» 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY,  (Co»Turom>.) 


TOWM  Wd  CMBtlM. 


Rmrhead, ••• 

Shelter*bland, . .  •  •  • 
SmithtowD,.  »•••••• 

Soothainptony 

Soathold,  ••.•••••• 


r 

i 


iiS  58 
4S  4S 
206  47 
561  50 
S02  72 


Bethd, 

Coebeetoo,  . 
Falbbargh,  . 
Liberty, . . . . 
LomberUnd, 
Mamikating, 
NeTuink,... 
RoekUnd,... 
TliompsoD,  •  • 


Barton,  .«. 
Berksldre, . 
B%8att0,  . 
CaUtn, .... 
Cajrnta,  ... 
Candor, . . . 
Catharines, 
Chenuing,  . 
Elmiia, . . . . 

Erin, 

Newark, . . . 
Niehob,... 
Owoco,  ... 
Soatfiport,. 
Spenetr,  .. 
Twga,  .... 
Veteran,  .. 


[A.  No.  15.] 


2916  88 


681  18 
55  45 
8S7  75 
935  70 
782  71 


7658  83 


557 
100 
461 
968 
925 


6917 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY. 


TIOGA  COUNTY. 


7 

11 

5 

16 

6 

19 

10 

12 

11 

9 

6 

7 

19 

7 

9 

7 

U 

171 


7 

10 

5 

9 

5 

17 

10 

10 

11 

6 

6 

7 

15 

7 

8 

6 

11 

150 


6 
7 
7 
7 
6 


7 
6 
6 
6 
8 
6 
6 
8 
7 
8 
7 


72  38 
173  70 
102  20 
156  70 

70  34 
250  04 
171  18 
142  28 
236  92 

79  58 

98  83 
117  47 
279  57 
137  82 
122  16 
121  80 
155  64 

2488  11 


4658  66 


578 
100 
438 
1117 
778 


7216 


7 

7 

7 

174  60 

66  26 

334 

335 

7 

5 

4 

74  68 

76  00 

131 

147 

10 

U 

6 

147  14 

295  01 

383 

404 

7 

7 

6 

180  00 

209  83 

877 

309 

7 

6 

6 

137  74 

2  20 

174 

201 

16 

11 

8 

367  28 

694  58, 

708 

880 

10 

10 

5 

169  24 

184  54 

392 

425 

9 

9 

6 

107  27 

113  06 

208 

184 

13 
86 

13 

78 

7 
6 

403  69 

420  18 

629 

690 

1761  54 

2061  66 

3336 

3575 

Towns  and  CoantiM. 


Caroline, « 
Danbj^  •  • . 
Dryden,  • , 
Enfield,  •  < 
Ithaca,.  •  • 
Uljases,.. 
Groton,  . 
Hector,  ., 
Lansins,.. 
Newfield,. 


66 
TOMPKINS  COUNTY- 


[A«iiitBt.r 


E^aopufl,  •••• 
Hurley,  .••• 
Kingston, .  •  • 
Marbletown, 
Marlborough, 
New-Paltz,  . 

Olive, 

Plattekill,  . . 
Rochester, .  • 
Saugerties,  . 
Shandaken,  • 
Shawangunk, 
Warwarsing, 
Woodstock, . 


Athol, 

Bolton,.  •• ••• 

Caldwell,  •  •  •  •  •  ^  • « • 

Chester, 

Hague, 

Johnsburgh, • 

Luzerne, • 

Queensbury, 

Wairensbuigh,  •  • .  • 


■ 

I 
I 


1 


t 


o 


& 


1 

i 


13 
14 
28 
IS 
14 
12 
19 
32 
22 
21 


II 

14 

26 

IS 

13 

12 

19> 

82 

22 

16 


188178 


7 
81 
8 
9 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
6 


262  56 

295  08 
797  70 
500  16 
966  63 
643  10 
447  8U 

1352  801 
1096  73 

296  95 


8.  6666  51 


433  1« 
602  80 
409^90 
215  84 
496  92 
597  86 
720  06 
999  IS 
544  07 
454  23 


6473  94 


962 

86S 
1734 

826 
1189 
1090 
1374 
1976 
1673 

880 


Tii 

814 
1680 

787 
186t 
1094 
1146 
1737 
1262 

867 


12417   11461 


ULSTER  COUNTY. 

7 

6 

10 
12 
13 
20 

7 

9 
10 
12 

8 
13 
14 

7 


7 

8 

181  2% 

408  40 

409 

527 

6 

9 

162  87 

237 

378 

8 

9 

340  42 

369  46 

62S 

876 

12 

8 

370  68 

664  94 

.  697 

928 

13 

8 

307  70 

740  74 

691 

730 

19 

10 

629  76 

1477  97 

1079 

1508 

7 

7 

200  45 

126  14 

364 

506 

9 

10 

242  81 

608  74 

656 

564 

10 

8 

267  89 

467  94 

487 

761 

12 

11 

349  67 

451  52 

785 

996 

7 

4 

180  17 

44  95 

280 

S86 

1310 

223  30 

1100  80 

805 

i099 

14 

7 

299  52 

428  79 

447 

795 

6 

8 

166  52 

220  09 

294 

4S6 

143 

8 

3822  98 

694»  48 

7609 

10906 

148 


WARREN  COUNTY, 

5 
6 
6 
5 
5 
5 
6 
8 


6 


10 

10 

14 

11 

6 

6 

12 

12 

6 

6 

8 

8 

11 

9 

16 

16 

8 

8 

91 

86 

99  98 

153  81 

278 

909 

148  17 

226  98 

472 

426 

111  76 

216128 

807 

965 

161  36 

247  59 

,479 

S5S 

74  76 

.  86  49 

229 

908 

115  30 

.  9299 

297 

997 

164  60 

149  87 

■427 

409 

340  60 

710  44 

958 

780 

m  21 

.289  82 

• 

409 

386 

1878  54 

2172  77 

8854 

3496 

No,  15.) 


6» 
WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


#"p« 


'Sowma  aad  CSovatiti. 


Argylej  ^..., 
Cambridge,  .. 
Easton,  ••••« 
Presdeni  • .  • . 
Fort-Aao,  ••• 
IWt-Edward, 

GnoiTiUet  ••• 
Greenwieb,.  < 

fiartrord^  • . . . 
Habroi|, « « .  •  • 
jflcksooyv*  < 


••• 


PHtDam,  • « •  •  •«••  r. 

White-Creek, 

WhitekaM,   

Saiem,  #..•••.««  «• 


« •  •  • 


19 
18 
22 

8 
22 

8 
22 
14 

8 
17 
22 
11 
13 

7 
12 
16 
20 


!■    ' 


253 


19 
12 
19 

7 
19 

8 
22 
U 

8 

22.  9 

10 

13 

,7 


8 
8 
8] 
4 
7 
7 
9 
9 
8 
7 


It 
16 

20J 


244 


9 
« 
6 
8 
7. 


8 


407  76 
267  62 
397  26 

66  82 
373  66 
203  16 
438  86 
387  76 
116  SO 
314  18 
334  68 
834  58 
291  88 

95  04 
266  56 
314  26 
377  64 


4906  51 


480  63i 
775  29 
735  96 
66  12 
641  75 
218  '88 
633  04 
695  96 
260  00 
542  10 
635  35 
587  86 
549  37 
132  49 
713  96 
466  64 
798  63 


8964  06 


1017 
702 
960 
162 

1030 
620 

1382 

1208 
394 
849 
925 
551 
820 
313 
684 
879 
9601 


13356 


117)28 


WAYNE  COUNTY. 


Arcadia)  •  •  •  •  • 
Butter,..*:... 
OaleD, 

LtoD8|  •  .  •  •     •  • 

Blacedoiv  •• 
Blarion,  .  t  *  • 
Ootarioi . .. '. . 
Ptimyra^  ... 
Port-Bay,... 
Bo^,  •  < .  ^ .  • 
Barannah^ .  • 

£odu8,  ....^. 

.WjIIiamaon,   .#f  ^•. 
VTolcotl,  ... 
Walworth,    . 


21 

«1 

8 

428  29 

1424 

1043 

10 

1«  6 

135  SO 

414  57 

512 

606 

20 

19 

7 

471  20 

791  58 

1260 

1194 

IS 

12 

10 

S9T  82 

1016  81 

1441 

1704 

14 

H 

8 

233  78 

692  87 

734 

656 

11 

10 

7 

202  66 

954 

851 

11 

9 

8 

336  S3 

419  51 

643' 

467 

16 

16 

.7 

321  68 

715  77 

1085 

896 

9 

;t 

^ 

82  90 

240  63 

460 

489 

7 

.7 

7 

160  24 

161  81 

605 

643 

5 

& 

6 

130  00 

119  31 

214 

279 

19;  19" 

7 

307  28 

506  55 

1133 

1179 

.  6|  7 

8 

165  16 

486  16 

423 

564 

6  6 

7 

109  63 

269  01 

409 

387 

11   7  7 

336  33 

545  93 

783 

■ 

683 

It8ll69  7 

3828  49 

6679  51 

11970 

114S1 

fit 


WESTCHESTER  COUNTY. 


[AiiamiLT 


■■■[^ 


TowM  aad  CoartiM. 


Bedford, 

Cortland, 

Eastchester, 

Greenburgb, 

Harrison, 

Mamaroneck,  . . . . . 
Mount-Pleasant, . . . 
New-Rochelle, .... 

New-Castle, 

North-Castle, 

North-Salem, 

Pelham, 

Poundridge, 

Rye, 

Scarsdale, 

Somers, 

South-Salem, 

Westchester 

White-Plains, 

Yonkers, 

Yorktown, 


Barrington, 
BentoB, . . . 

Italj, 

Jerusalem, 
Middlesex, 

MUo, 

Starkej,... 


IS 

II 
4 

10 
6 
4 

12 
S 
7 
9 
8 
4 
8 
5 
1 

10 
8 
4 
4 
6 
7 


141 


13 

11 
4 

10 
5 
4 

12 
2 
7 
9 
8 
4 
8 
5 
1 

10 
8 
4 
4 
5 
7 


141 


9 

8 

10 

6 

10 

6 

10 

11 

9 

7 

8 

3 

8 

II 

9 

8 

9 

12 

10 

10 

9 

9 


310  28 
418  S3 
109  18 
288  19 
128  00 
137  60 
460  18 
146  52 
208  50 
194  14 
157  97 


177  86 
175  01 

19  19 
258  81 
186  02 
267  90 

78  84 
201  21 
252  95 


4176  68 


663  19 
523  16 
381  20 
486  35 

210  6b 


217  55 
393  06 
314  001 


251  66 

531  16 

69  62 

370* 36 
1246  87 

mi'to 


6499  96 


591 
647 
182 
406 
156 
163 
665 
161 
256 
302 
373 

25 
471 
275 

36 
465 
357 
428 
102 
287 
895 


6730 


YATES  COUNTY. 


13 
16 
8 
14 
20 
19 

ri2 


102 


11 
16 
6 
14 
20 
19 
11 


97 


7 
8 
7 
6 
7 
8 
8 


784 
964 
264 
4SS 
S6I 


1019 
Sfl6 
SIO 
4Sl 
S48 

56 
41S 
425 

7S 
615 
845 
6S6 
18S 
441 
608 


9092 


259  13 

253  :S1 

'652 

6SI 

458  98 

957  20 

1093 

1206 

134  94 

124  13 

473 

St8 

379  00 

442  98 

826 

8» 

388  65 

583  75 

1196 

1147 

403  76 

860  19 

929 

1064 

263  35 

540  39 

699 

■   •  « 

669 

2287  81 

3761  90 

6867 

689S 

There  are  in  the  state  fiftjr-five  organized  counties,  five  eities  coih 
taining  twenty-nine  wards,  and  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six  towns. 
Total  towns  and  wards,  785. 
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(DO 

Gofflmon  School  Ftnid. 

ThU/i»nd  eM#M«  of  the  f (Mowing  ittm$: 


Bonds  and  mortgages  for  lands  sold, . 

Bonds  for  loan  from  the  capital  to  cer- 
tain counties, 

Balance  due  on  loan  of  1786,  ••••*••• 

««        "  "         1732, 

«        «  "         1808,.. 

5  per  cent,  canal  stock,  • .  •  •  • • 

3600  shares  in  the  Merchants'  Bank 
of  the  city  of  New-York,. . . . 

IQOO  sbai^a  Manhattan  Bank,  •••.#• 

Money  in  the  treasury,  being  balance 
of  receipts  from  the  capital,. . . 


$242,618  52 

16^800  00 

10,167  22 

800,078  64 

898,461  58 

407,000  00 

180,000  00 
60,000  00 

94,687  85 


Ettiauited  MT^UM 
for  18S1. 


$18,000  00 

1,800  00 

700  00 

18,000  00 

24,000  00 

20,850  00 

11,600  00 
8,500  00 

4,000  00 


Beyenae  received  in  1880,  < 


$1,696,748  66  $101,850  00 
$100,678  60 


[A.  No.  16.] 
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(E.) 

Local  School  Fund. 


[A 


There  are  many  towns  in  the  state  in  whieh  the  sehools  deiiTe 
•n  essential  benefit  from  a  local  fund.  This  fund  arises  from  the 
tfraib  of  land  which  was  reserved  in  certain  erants  for  gospel  and 
gefaool  porposes.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  principal  reserra- 
lions  of  this  nature,  viz  : 

One  lot  of  550  acres  in  each  of  the  28  townships  in  the  mililaiy 
tract. 

Forty  lots  of  S50  acres  each  in  the  twcntjr  townships  west  of  the 
Unadilla  river,  being  10,000  acres. 

One  lot  of  640  acres  in  each  of  the  townships  of  Fajette,  Clinton, 
GreenCy  Warren,  Chenango,  Sidney  and  Camden^in  the  counties  of 
Broome  and  Chenango.  ^ 

Ten  lots  of  640  acres  each,  in  the  townships  along  the  St.  Law- 
rence. 

Sixteen  lots  of  640  acres  each,  in  Totten  It  CrossfieU's  purehaaa. 

The  local  school  fund,  which  has  become  productive,  ia  slated,  ia 
the  reports  of  the  commissioners  of  the  several  towns,  as  ibDaws : 

BROOME  COUNTY. 


Colesville, $98  75 

Sanford,..  •••••••■••«••  •       71  00 


Windsor, 91   07 


|S60  8& 


CAYUGA  COUNTY. 


Auburn, 19  20 


Brutus, •       94  58  Owaseo, 


Cato, 50  15 

Conquest, S5  75 

Fleming, 10  77 

Genoa, 440  37 

Ira, 47  56 

Ledyard,  • 289  92j 

Locke^ 80  0« 


Mentz,  • •  •  •     105  00 


Scipio, 

Sempronius, • .  149 

Sennet, 159 

Springport, ••••  26 

Venice, •  •  214 

Victory, .« • SO 


S»  00 

2S8  ao 

so 

70 
80 
66 
8t 


#1967  m 


CHENANGO  COUNTY. 


Bainbridge, 230  77 

Columbus, 83  16 

Coventry, 43  83 

Guilford, •46  12 

Greene, 86  74 

Macdonough, 59 

NeW'Berlin, 88 

Otselic, 101  83 


Oxford, 65  00 

60  00 


nymooth, ••••  55  €6 

Preston, 90  96 

Sherburne, 108  89 

94  Smyrna, « 73  99 

55  


#1191  S6 


*  From  overseers  irf  the  poor. 
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59 
CORTLAND  COUNTY. 


CiiMfnoatiM,  ^••••••,«     fTO  78 Scott, $97  30 


CortlaiidTaie, MS  80 

MtfftthoO)  .•••••••«••  71  IS 

Honor, ISS  60 

PioMe, 118  56 


Solon, 99  16 

Tnixton, 279  78 

Virgil, 38  85 


11154  86 


GENESEE  COUNTY. 


CttitOe, ^48  46 

Coviogtofl,  ^18  f  3 

fitaisrd,, M60  39 


Warsaw, •lOg  38 

Wethersfield, •S  00 


$339  46 


MADISON  COUNTY. 


Brookfield, $182  80 

EatoD, 86  25 

Feoaer, ••     ^5  OOJNelson, 

Geoisetown, 115  07 


Hamillon, 70  00 

Madison, 123  07 

107  46 


$759  65 


ONONDAGA  COUNTY. 


Cieeso,..: $50  29 

CUy,. ..«».« 194  74 


Fabias, 


Skaneateles, « • . .     647  22 

Spafford, 74  68 


103  84Salina, 104  90 

Manlius,  .» 1018  21|Tu1Ij, 103  74 

MareellQa, •     214  84iLa  Fajette, 252  17 

Otifleo,.^^;^ 154  65  

Pompf^^  .«.! 870  80{                                      $3289  58 

SENECA  COUNTY. 


Covert, $288  87 

Fayette, 201  08 

Junius, 86  04 

Lodi, 376  47 

Grid, 373  95 


Romulus, 281  41 

Scneea-Falls, 68  69 

Tjrre, 87  35 

Waterloo, 94  79 


$1858  65 


ST.  LAWRENCE  COUNTY. 


Canton, $175  73 

DeKalb, t29  00 

Gooveraeur, 73  35 

Ho|dcinton, •  •  ^25  00 

Looisvills, 7  79  Stockholm, 

Madrid, 63  21 

Morristown, 7  00 


Norfolk, ilO  14 

Pierrepont, §40  50 


Potsdam, .h. 

Russell, 


74  25 
:8  86 
:8  24 

$523  07 


•  From  overseers  of  the  poor. — f  Taxes  on  non-resident  lands. 
t  Ttom  superrisor.— §  Part  collectors^  fees  on  non-resident  Ux. 


TOMPKINS  COCUSPTYi 


[AawioiLT 


Dryden, $201  06 

EnEdld, , 239  70 

Ithaca, M8  62 

Ulysaes,. . •  •  •  • 343  08 


OrcrtODy  •••.•...#*.•.%••.«.•;.  20  .00 
HeotOF}  .....##  ..,•..,.  •'•  •  I. ' : . .  736  48 
Laiisfngy  .^.•^.•.••^^.•^.•«  ../682  89 


•  •  • « •  • 


•  •  •  ■ 


$2640  18 


WAYNE  COUNTY. 
Oalen, ; 109  88 

i    ■    ■■ •» 

Amount  local  fund,.... •...•..•.  $14095  32 


•  •  ^ 


a      •      «  • 


Broome, 

Cayuira, 

Chin^U,... 
Cortland,..  ••• 
Oeneseei**...'. 
Madison,  •  •  •  • . 
Onondaga,  •  •  • , 

Seneca, 

St.  Lawrence, 
Tompkins,..-.. 
Wayne, 


9  « 


RECAPITULATION. 


ft       •  •      ■ 


•       •      •      • 


•  » 


|seo  8s 

1,967  87 
1,191  88 
1;164  86 

889-  46 
■  T6»  65 
8,889  68' 
1,868  65 

888  07 
2,640  IS 

109  88 

$14,096  at 


»  .   • 


•  *  •  *  •  * 


>  •   •   . 


•   I 


•J, 


-   .   .,  •-»   .'  ■  I..   »  •  . 
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■  I 


(F.) 

Exbradfiram  Mr.  BuOer^i  DtMc^ww  bufmre  ik&  AlbmmjfJkMkte 

in  1830. 

^' Prior  to  1827  the  distribution  of  the  moneys  arising  from  the 
literature  fund  was  submitted  to  the  discretion  of  the  Regents ;  but 
the  mi  of  April,  1827,  which  augip^nM  that  /uod>  prondad  that  tti0 
income  of  the  whole  fund  sbouUt  b^.  ^istribqt^d  aipppg.tJie.s^ifievak 
iaatitutions,  'in  proportion  jto  the  nuj^ber oCpiipil^ iosiructod Mii^nell 
academj  or  seminarf,  for  six  months  during  the  preceding  year, 
who  should  have  pursued  classical  studies,  or  the  higher  branches  of 
English  education,  or  both:^  apd  also  that  no  pupil  should  be 
deemed  to  have  pursued  classical  stiidietf  unless  he  nad  advanced  as 
fiff  al  least  as  to  have  read  the  first  book  of  the  JBneidof  'Yifttit  i^ 
Latin,  nor  to  have  purluedthe  higher  .branehes.  of^.-BJnclisIt  eduoa^ 
lion  unless  he  had  advanced  beyond  suofa  knowledge  of  aotbmtliej 
(incliiding  vulgar  and  decimal  fractions,)  and  sock  profoieudy •  M 
English  grammar  and  geography^  «s^  are  •usually  •tau£ht»id.oeMaie6 
ichooU.  The  power  of  the  Regents  to  prescribe-  otheP>oMi4itionflC 
was  also  recognized  in  this  act^ .  But  during  the  revisieii^'^tM 
laws,  the  legislature  altered  the  provision  just  quoted  from  the  act 
of  1827^  end  directed  in  lieu  thereof,  that  the  whole  income  of  the 
literature  fund  should  beannoeUy  <}ivide4bj!^  the  Regents  intoeisht 
equal  parts,  one  to  each  Senate  district!  Hie  share  assigneo  to 
eacb  district  is  then  to  be  distributed-  ammiK  the*  seminaries  '<i^1>' 
h'shed  within  it,  on  this  principles  above*  sp&ifi^d!  ^tfs  tmderitod^ 
that  this  altefatron  wkis  made* with  the*view'of  entTOurtagfTig's^inina- 
ri^sftrthe  newly  settled  parts  of  this  stater  iter  operations  hbwH^^,^^ 
thus  (ar,  has  been  etceedinglyonequal  rf-not  nnfist;  as  *^rll7ippe$r' 
from  the  fplldwins  statement  of  the  distribution  ^'|^10,000'^ade  it( 
Pebniary,  18d0,  the  first  under* the  new*  stBftute. .* 

■ 

■     •  If  * 

'         \  i    ,       »      .v»    I 

*   '•  ,      .   .  • ,     ''   '.,   ilni       *  f    ..".■.  M   it«i»-  • 

:  '  'r.i,u.    ^, 

15  ;#«!-,»•     i 

:    .  ■  ,'l>':.  '-'J    .  I 

'.  . '  .».';vi    ;< 

v      -      :  . 

•.,!'•      f  •     i  I 

.'     '  M  .....  J-  '   •'•      ?•'•«'*•  >  .    '.II 


FIRST  DISTRICT, 


[Amkmblt 


tif  nfniwnttT  fr  i-rr"rtr'  't  *''*  "TT^i  '** 
wUeh  an  raUeeC  to  dttir  TliitaUoB,iB  eMh  8e- 


Erasmus  Hall, 
Oyster-Bay,  • . 
Union-Hall,  . . 


SECOND  DISTRICT. 


Delaware, • 

Dutehess  County^ 

l^ingaton^ •• 

Montgoinety,  • .  •  • 

Newbnri^ • 

Nortk-SaleDi...... 

Redheok, 


THIRD  DISTRICT. 


Albany, 

Albany  Female  Seminary, 
Albany  Female  Academy, 
Greenville,...*  ••••  ••••• 

Hudson, • 

Kinderhook, 

Lansingburgb, •  •  •  •  • 

Schenectady,  •  •  •  • 


FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

Candohaije, 64 

Cambridge,  Washington, 53 

OranTiUey SS 

Johnstown, • • 69 

Plattoburgh, 81 

St  Lawrence, 117 

Washington,  (Salem,) .55 


FIFTH  DISTRICT. 


Bridgewater, •••  ..p 

Clinton  Orammar  School,. 


49 


« • 


36 

S5 

125 

38 

45 

15 

100 

15 

18 

18 

7a 

SO 

41 

tl 

ISB 

|M6  00 
108  00 
S47  00 


81  $1250  00 


M0&  57 
311  46 
Its  34 
183  34 
148  15 
164  46 
17S68 


195 

96 

130 

40 

tie 

125 

25 

12 

45 

45 

64 

69 

82 

26 

SO 

20 
433 

45 
49 
12 
20 
33 
73 
22 

254 


S3 

21 


$1850  00 

$277  18 

115  50 

360  68 

34  64 

189  93 

199  25 

75  07 

57  76 

$1250  00 

$221  45 
241  13 
59  10 
98  42 
168  40 
359  24 
106  26 


$1250  00 


$88  16 
68  92 
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FIFTH  DISTRICT,  (Cohwhumd,) 


Fairfield, 

Hamilton, 

Lowrillc, 

Oneida  Institute, 

Steuben, 

Seminary  of  the  Oneida  and  Genesee  Con. 

Utica, 

Union  Literary  Soeieiy, 


SIXTH  DISTRICT. 


Cherry-Valley,  ••.. 

Cortland, • 

Franklin, 

Hartwick  Seminary, 
Ithaea,  ••••••••••• 

Oxford,   

Oiwego, 


45 

40 

6S 

78 

70 

to 

87 

Sf 

76 

S8 

38 

88 

68 

80 

861 

Auburn, .... 
Ca7l]g^  .... 
Cantoda^a, 
Onondaga,  . . 
Ovid 


SEVENTH  DISTBICT. 

Ill 


Ontario  Female  Seminaiy, i 

Pofflpe J, , 

Yates  Co.  Academj  and  Female  Seminarj, 


78 
48 


78 
30 
76 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 


Bu&lo  High  Sehool,. . . 

Gaines, 

Middlebuiy, 

Bfonroe, 

Boehester  Hi^  School, 


|1S6  00 
884  88 

96  76 

83  16 

60  48 

168  76 

186  48 

189  00 

$1850  00 

#199  80 
388  44 
99  60 
159  86 
114  66 
139  44 
149  40 

#1860  00 


#886  60 

87  78 

146  90 

108  84 

197  87 

188  76 

87  88 

819  80 

100 

41 

68 

19 

107 

39 

66 

66 

360 

37 
198 

31 
18 
80 
14 
87 
86 
IS 
80 


171  M1860  00 


#866  94 

188  70 
868  90 

364  67 
840  89 

#1860  00 
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The.  folloteing  Statement  shows  the  proportion  of 
those  anmutUy  instructed  in  the  several  counties  in 
the  State^  compared  with  the  whole  populatiott. 


AlbahJ, 

Allegany, . . . 
Bfoome,  . . . 
Cftltaraugus,. 
■CayUga;  .... 
ChiuUuque,. 


i 

1 

V 

II 

ii 

535S1 

1(0 

6.nt 

Sfi27B 

8270 

Ito 

S.I7 

1769S 

5543 

111) 

3.17 

16734 

4832 

1  to 

3.46 

47»41 

15719 

Ho 

.1.05 

amei 

10990 

Ito 

.1.15 

S7417 

14171 

Ito 

8.64 

1M44 

4869 

I  to 

3.97 

.W9S2 

9314 

I  to 

4.18 

8S9Sf 

8757 

Ito 

8.73 

ssnas 

11136 

1   10 

2.97 

50926 

1044f 

Ito 

4.87 

SS7I2 

10343 

Ito 

3.45 

19287 

6593 

Ito 

2.92 

iriii2 

SlOl 

Ito 

3.64 

5S154 

17969 

I  to 

2.81 

iMU 

7660 

I  to 

3.90 

35869 

11436 

Ito 

3.13 

4849S 

15203 

Ito 

3.18 

2(I.M9 

1170 

1  to 

17.64 

15239 

4838 

Ito 

3.38 

27729 

9130 

Ito 

3.03 

39091 

12973 

1  to 

3.00 

49810 

15263 

Ito 

3.19 

4777! 

11611 

Ito 

4.11 

:1.')47(: 

Ito 

8.53 

18481 

i-    6534 

1  to 

3.33 

69847 

19731 

1  to 

S.56 

58974 

17364 

llo 

3.33 

4037« 

13854 

Mo 

S.9I 

45.17! 

10948 

Ito 

4.14 

1SS4.1 

6341 

1(0 

B.97 

I71H^ 

8754 

Ho 

S.09 

Greene, 

KiDg»^ 1. 

Lpwia^ 

Livtt^ton,., 


tAouteomeif  «nd  Hooilton,  . 

New-York,* 

MiagaiHr- •  ■  I  r ' 

Oneida, . 

Onondaga, 

Onlarlo, i 

Orangt,.^...'. 

Ot-lMIlE, ..;...., 

Ot#ego, 


tut  tu^t  U  8  68  of  tbc  wkole  pojnMiou. 
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OmmHm. 
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Otsego, 

Pntiwiw,  4 ••* ' 
QoMns,  .... 
Benneuer,  .. 
Rieliniond,  .. 
BoekUnd,  ... 
Santoga,.... 
Sebeneetady, 
Sdidiarie,  ••' 
Seneca,  .... 
StLawrenee, 
Steidwn,.... ' 
SofUk,  .... 

Tioga 

ToopkiM,  .. 

Cbter, 

WaiTcn, . . . . . 
WaahiagtoB, . 
WajriM,  .... 
Weateheater, 
Taiaa, 


51372 
12701 
22276 
49453 
7084 
9388 
40122 
12334 
27951 
21031 
26351 
33977 
26780 
12372 
27768 
36541 
36551 
11795 
43280 
33552 
36456 
19019 


17573 
3047 
3486 

12254 
1056 
1655 

11151 
3291 
8219 
6703 

112051 

11046 
6917 
3336 
7663 

12417 
7509 
3854 

13356 

11970 
6730 
5867 


to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 


2.92 
4.16 
6.36 
3.21 
6.70 
5.67 
3.59 
3.71 
3.40 
3.13 
2.35 
3.07 
3.87 
3.70 
3.62 
2.94 
4.86 
3.06 
3.24 
2.51 
5.41 
3.24 


55)    217.18 


General  average,  1  to  3^%^ 
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The  following  table,  saya  the  Southern  Review,  (p.  1  IS,  vol.  4,) 
is  taken,  excepting  two  items,  (Pays  de  Vaud  and  Bavaria,)  from 
Balbi,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  statit^tie«il  writers  of  the  pre- 
sent day.  These  we  have  found  among  the  articles  of  literary  in- 
telligence contained  in  the  ^*  Revue  Encydopedique''  for  the  last 
year. 
In  the  Pays  de  Vaud  there  is  1  child  at  school  for  every  6.6  inhab. 

Prussia, 

Bavaria, 

Low  Countries, 

Austria, 

England, 

France, 

In  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  1827,  (Assembly  jQurnab, 
Appendix  A.  p.  61,)  a  statement  was  givenin  regard  to  Ube  ^(e  of 
eoucation  in  various  countries  of  Europe,  prepared  by  M.  Fmusas, 
of  Paris.     The  following  items  are  given  from  that  statement^ 
In  Scotland  there  is  1  child  at  school  to  every  .10  inhabitants, 
Ireland,  1     do  do  18 

Poland,  1     do  do  78" 

Portugal,  1    do  dp.      .       18/    _ 

Ruaaia,  1    do  do  .  954 


do 

do 

7. 

do 

do 

6. 

do 

do 

9.7 

do 

do 

15. 

do 

do 

15.S 

do 

do 

17.6 
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1 

The  Cafnmi$$ioner$  of  School  Monty  far  the  ciiy  and  eowify  of 

Ntuy  York  J 

REPORT  :— 

That  Oie  balance  of  school  money  remaining  from  the 
Amer  distribution,  to  the  credit  of  the  commission- 
ers, amounted  to  twenty-eight  dollars  and  twenty- 
foar cents,.  •  •  •  • • .  •  •  •  ffiB  t4 

Theiiun  received  and  placed  by  the  county  and  state 
to  the  credit  of  the  commissioners  for  the  current 
year,  amounted  to  ten  thousand  two  hundred  and 
seventy-four  dollars  and  sixty-nine  cents  for  each, 
aoKHinting  in  the  whole,  to  twenty  thousand  five 
hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  and  thirty-eight 
cents, ^ 20,549  S8 

The  ^.  of  one  percent,  authorised  by  the  act  of  1829,       14,071 

Making  a  total  for  distribution  of  thirty-four  thousand 
six  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and  sixty-two 
cents,. ••«  ••**••.. •«••• $S4,648  62 


The  commissioners  have  paid  the  balance 
i&  iuU  of  the  Bethel  Church  claim, 
with  interest,  amounting  to.  /• |1 ,062  21 

The  commissioners  have  also  divided  and 
paid  to  the  several  schools  entitled 
thereto,  the  sum  of  thirty- three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dol- 
lars and  forty-six  cents, 33,669  46 

$34,631  67 

Leaving  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  com^nission- 
ers  for  the  year  1831,  of.  • .  • •  • 16  95 

$84,648  62 


or  the  aum  of  thirty-four  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-one 

dollars  and  sixty^aeven  cents  thus  distributed,  the  commissioners 

pai4; 

To  the  Orpbaa  Asylum,  for  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  scholars,  ei^t  hundred  aad  eighty-nine  dollars 
and  sixty-five  cents, •  •  • • $889  65 

To  .fhe  Afrioaa  schools  for  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
i\iro  scholars,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
s«yen  dollaf  a  and  eighty-eight  cents, 2 ,  187  88 

Amount  carried  forward,  ••••••• $ 


68  [AuuMULr 

Amount  brought  forward,  ••• •  $ 

To  the  Mechanics*  school,  for  twenty-nine  scholars, 
one  hundred  and  ninetj-one  dollars  and  eleven 
cents, 191  11 

To  the  public  schools,  for  four  thousand  four  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  scholars,  twenty-nine  thousand  fire 
hundred  and  oighty-two  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents,      tS^SSt  51 

To  the  Harlem  school,  for  twelve  scholars,  seventy- 
nine  dollars  and  eight  cents, •••  79  08 

To  the  ManhattanvilTe  school,  for  forty-seven  scho- 
lars, three  hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  seventy- 
three  cents,. .  ....••• 309  7S 

To  the  Hamilton  school,  for  fifteen  scholars,  ninety- 

eieht  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents, •  •  • .  98  85 

To  the  Yorkville  school,  for  thirty-five  scholars,  two 

hundred  and  thirty  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents,.  ••  SSO  66 

Claim  of  the  Bethel  Church,  with  interest,  •  • 1  ^06£  tl 

|S4,6S1  67 

NeiD-Yorkj  December  20M,  1830. 

A  true  copy  of  the  original,  on  file  in  my  office. 

N.  DEAN, 
Ctt.  dty  and  county  N.  Tark. 
Dated  21st  Dec.  1830. 

The  foUawing  are  the  locatione  and  sizes  qf  the  several  sehoaU 

of  the  public  School  Society. 

No.  Loeatipn.  Teftdwrt.  SelMhn. 

1,  in  Chatham-street,    Lloyd  D.  Windsor,      451,  boys  and  giris. 

2,  in  Henry-street,        T.  M.  Macy,  347,  boys. 

Eunice  Dean,  377,  girls. 

3,  in  Hudson-street,      Benj.  F.  Hart,  413,  boys. 

Frances  M.  Hart,         253,  girls. 

4,  in  Rivington-street,  S.  Hammond,  463,  boys. 

Caroline  B.  Enapp,      395,  girls. 

5,  in  Mott-street,  John  Tuomy,  299,  boys. 

Maria  M.  Field,  180,  giris. 

6,  at  Bellevue,  Francis  Windsor,         325,  boys  and  girls. 

7,  in  Chrystie-street,     S.  R.  Kirby,  276,  boys. 

Frances  Coit,  258,  girls. 

8,  in  Grand-street,         C.  B.  Shearman,  300,  boys. 

Elizabeth  Dean,  280,  girls. 

Junior  department,    N.  H.  Reynolds,  210,  boys  and  girls. 

9,  at  Bloomingdale,       Jotham  Wilson,  63,  boys  and  girls. 

10,  in  Duane-street,        A.  De  Montfredy,        278,  boys. 

Eliza  J.  Cox,     -  268,  girls. 

Infant  school,  Mrs.  Smith,  192,  boys  and  girls. 

1 1,  in  Wooster-street,     Joseph  Belden,  300,  boys. 

Mary  Ann  Sbourt,        250,  girls. 

6178 


N«.l«.] 


RECAPITULATION. 


Ooft«<«dM«rMf. 


TMd. 


10 
11 


i4,800  00 
6,000  00 
t,700  00 
t,t96  94 


$18,100  00 
14, lit  63 

7,884  00 

It, 116  6t 

9,977  00 


4,600  00 
6,000  00 
600  00 
8,360  00 
3,760  00 


10,490  6t 
lt,6S4  49 


1S,07S  84 
lt,40«  00 


$18,100  00 
18,91t  63 
It,884  00 
14,816  6t 
lt,t7t  94 


14,990  6t 
17,634  49 
600  00 
tI,4St  84 
16,156  00 


$36,896  94 


$110,791  00 


$147,686  00 


mx 


IktkBj  benebet,  fixtures,  stores,  kc.  in  tl  school 

rooms, ••• 

Books, maps,  (^obes,  libraries,  fcc.  in  21  rooms,,.  •  •  • 


$10,500  00 
6,260  00 


|16S,4S6  00 


Vdu€  of  tke  PuUie  School  SocidyU  prop$rty  noio  mmtgagtd. 

No.    S,    $12^884,  to  WilUam  W.  Fox, $10,000 

No.    5,'     12,272,  to  Thomas  Collins, 10,000 

No.    7,      14,990,  to  Robert  D.  Weeks, 10^000 

No.    8,      17,634,  to  Samuel  Emlen,... • 10,000 

No.  10,      21 ,422,  to  Este.  Thos.  S.  Byrns, 10,000 

No.  11,      16,166,  to  Thomas  Collins, 10,000 

$96,368  $60,000 


[A4iBltn.« 
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TBe  Toirowuig  table  exhibits  ffie'galn  ahJTbss'in'tlie'iiumbSKol  cbll- 
dren  taught,  the  owslwr  b«twceD  fiv*  aoi  sUteao,  tbk  duidW 
of  dialricts  which  have  made  reports  and  the  money  paid  for 
teachers'  wages  besides  public  money,  compared  with  tlie  returoa 
of  last  year,  as  weH  as  the  number  of  iaspections  io  eath  county. 


I&lbany, . . . 


Broome, 

Cattaraugus, 

Cayuga,... 

Chautauque, 

Chenango,.*. 

lBli>«OT,,., 

^olfunbia,. 

Cortland 

©elaware, 
Dutchess,. 

Erie,  

E6ae.x,....< 
Franklin, . 
Genesee, . 
Greene, . . 
Herkimer, 
Jefferson, 
Kings,  ... 
Lewis, ... 
Livingston. 
Madison,. 
Monroe,.. 
Montgomery, 
New-York, 
Niagara,.. 
Oneida,  . . 
Onondaga, 
Ontario, . . 
Orange,  . .- 
Orleans,. . 
Oswego,  ■ . 
Ouego,  - . 
Putnam,.. 
Queens, . . 


1«3 
'«8 
360 
103 
594 
58 
541 

"m 

1153 
399 

873; 

4S8i 
95 
73t 

465 

1641 


254 
146 
437 

1030 
438 

1671 
395 

'389 
148 
340 


166 
136 
816 
138 
161 
789 

nil 

331 


611 
849 
1618 
734 
I3| 
3371 
576 
341  i 
289, 


T 


if 


41304  i 
1767  S 

138  5 

631  •: 
1583  < 
3343  < 

683  S 
1316  ! 
1050  i 

728  f 

"mi 

743  < 

.  269  f 

111  ( 

3387  i 


1327  63 
2394  56 
2978  42 
3384  03 


2356  61 
2861  30 
1477  68 
3363  31 
1326  711 
1173  48 
137S  101 


$668  04 


97  07 
49  37 


V-i-' 


■1 


116 
!30 
84 
116 

:37 

M7 
30<) 
64 
>66 


311 
88 
44 
3U 
138 
17t 
1!U 
M 
IDS 
163 
314 
343 
138 


319 
160 
193 
116 


363 
54 
31 


r 
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Countie9. 


Rensselaer,  • 
Richmond,  •  • 
Rockland,  •• 
Saratoga,  •  •  • 
Schenectady, 
Schoharie,..  • 

Seneca, 

St.  Lawrence 
Steuben,  •  •  • 

Suffolk, 

Sullivan,.  •  •  • 

Tioga,  

TomiJLins,  •  • 

Ulster, 

Warren,  •  •  •  • 
Washington, 
Wajne,  •  •  •  • 
Westchester, 
Tates, 


/ 


lUeifilulatien. 

Totileaui,.. 
Kealgain,... 


794 
100 


237 
155 
S68 
157 
1392 
1078 
522 


\ 


274 
437 
525 
350 
57 
1339 


21409 

21409 
2098 


19311 


1 


a 


498 


127 

20 

8 

141 

877 

1169 

156 

280 

594 

166 

389 

267 

47 

1066 

242 

72 


24622 

24622 
391 


24231 


I 


9 


1$2353 
690 


1 

•  • 

5 
2 
2 
19 
9 

•  • 

7 
4 


49 

75 


588 
217 


22 

27 


4 
3 
9 
4 
10 
4 


342 

342 

4 


338 


768 

2324 

715 

1960 

354 

896 

1182 

187 

147 

502 

64 


11 

84 

SO 

79 

76j 

25 

14 

22 

41 

68 

53 


85 


62 


54227  66 

54227  66 
5347  14 


48880  52 


291 
64 


2098 


166 
43 


* 

I 
9 


I 


2 
1 


•  • 


$927  73 


391 


2860  41 
203  84 


5347  14 


m 

J 


& 


163 

26 

26 

178 

39 

89 

53 

203 

156 

103 

76 

97 

147 

90 

67 

207 

134 

I  •  •  • 

101 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  6,  1831. 


MESSAGE, 

From  the  Oovernor,  transmitting  the  Annual  Report 

of  the  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

TO  THE  ASSEMBLY. 


I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  the  annual  report  of  the 

Adjatant-General.  , 

E.  T.  THROOP. 

Albany^  January  6, 18S1. 

[A.  No.  16.]  I 
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Annual  return  of  companies  of  Artillery^  &c.  attaefa- 
ed  to  the  different  brigades  of  Infantry  for  inspec- 
tion, in  the  year  1830. 


COMPANY  X)FPICERS. 


CiHMniisidhed. 
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r 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Horse  artillery, 1^716 

Cavalry, 5^814 

ArtOlery, 1S,803 

Infimtry,  (including  light  infantry  and  riflemen,) 166,514 

Companies  of  artillery,  &c.  attached  to  infantry  for  inspec- 
tion, *...• .•• 1^768 

Total, 188,610 
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IN  -ASSeMBLV, 


January  12,  183  h 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  colleges^  academies  and  com* 
mon  schools,  on  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  one 
of  the  school  districts  of  the  city  of  Albany. 

Ifr.  Morehouse,  from  the  eenunittee  on  colleges,  academies  and 
common  schools,  on  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  school  district 
in  the  city  of  Albany  lying  west  of  Perry-street, 

REPORTED : 

That  it  is  represented  by  the  said  petition,  that  a  law  was  passed 
et  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  creating  a  school  district  in  that 
part  of  the  city  of  Albany  in  which  the  petitioners  reside  ;  but  from 
inadvertence  in  the  draft  of  the  act  relating  thereto,  the  inhabitants 
were  not  authorised  to  raise  money  by  tax  to  build  a  school-house. 
That  the  money  requisite  for  that  purpose  has  been  borrowed,  a 
school-house  erected,  and  a  school  maintained  therein  for  the  last  six 
months;  and  the  petitioners  pray  that  a  law  maybe  passed,  au- 
thorising  them  to  raise  the  amount  expended  in  erecting  the  said 
school-house,  by  a  tax  qn  the  real  and  personal  estate  in  the  said 
district ;  and  that  the  district  may  be  denominated  number  six. 

The  committee  have  examined  into  the  focts  set  forth  in  the  peti- 
tion, and  abo  the  act  referred  to  therein,  entitled  ^^  An  act  relating 
to  common  schools  in  the  city  of  Albany,"  passed  April  17th,  1830, 
It  appears  from  the  said  act,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Albany 
residing  west  of  Perry-street,  and  east  of  a  parallel  line  three  miles 
lirest  thereof,  were  required  to  form  themselves  into  a  school  dis- 
trict ;  and  that  it  was  manifestly  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  to 
authorise  them  to  impose  and  collect  taxes  for  the  hire  or  erection 

[A.  No.  n.]  1 


2  [ASSIMBLT 

of  a  school-housei  and  the  support  of  a  teacher ;  but  from  the  omis- 
sion in  the  said  act  to  confer  that  power  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
other  districts  in  the  citj  of  Albany,  the  sufficiency  of  the  enactment 
in  that  behalf  was  at  least  doubtful. 

The  committee  believe  that  the  petitioners  have  incurred  the  ex- 
pense of  erecting  the  school-house  in  good  faith,  and  from  prudential 
motives,  and  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  relief  prayed  for  in  their 
petition,  and  have  therefore  instructed  their  chairman  to  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill. 


No.  18 


IN   ASSEMBLY, 


January  12,  1831. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  board 
of  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Monroe. 

Mr.  Lacey,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Monroe, 

REPORTED— 

That  they  have  had  the  petition  under  consideration,  and  that  they 
find  a  law  passed  April  21st,  1828,  authorising  the  board  of  aupenri- 
sors  of  said  county  to  raise  five  thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of  trea- 
surer's and  collector's  fees.      It  also  appears'  from  the  petition, 
that  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  together  with  the  fees  as  afore- 
said, has  been  levied,  collected  and  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
said  county.    Soon  after  the  monies  aforesaid  were  collected  and 
paid  over,  the  treasurei  died,  being,  as  appears,  insolvent  to  a  large 
amount,  leaving  his  sureties  upon  the  bond  to  the  county  of  Monroe, 
liable  to  the  amount  of  seven  thousand  dollars,  which  said  sum  the 
said  sureties  refused  to  pay.     It  further  appears  that  the  said  board 
of  supervisors  have  commenced  a  suit  in  the  supreme  court  of  this 
state  against  the  sureties  of  said  treasurer,  for  the  recovery  of  the 
said  seven  thousand  dollars,  but  have  hitherto  been  unable  to  recov- 
er the  said  sum  or  any  part  thereof.     The  supervisors  further  re- 
present, that  the  jail  in  said  county  is  in  a  failing  condition,  and  al- 
together insufficient  to  keep  and  secure  the  persons  therein  con- 
fined.    The  said  petitioners  therefore  ask  the  legislature  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  authorising  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Monroe  to 
raise  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  (exclusive  of  fees)  by  tax  on 
the  inhabitants  of  said  county,  to  be  raised  in  two  equal  annaal  in- 
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sialments ;  and  that  in  case  of  a  reeoverj  against  the  sureties  of  the 
late  treasurer,  the  said  sum  now  proposed  to  be  raised  or  the  aaoimt 
reeoyeredy  if  any,  may  be  applied  to  defray  the  eontingent  expenses 
of  said  eounty. 


Your  committee  deem  the  petition  reasonable,  and  are 
the  same  ought  to  be  granted ;  they  therefore  direct  thefar  chainnsD 
to  prepare  a  hill,  and  ask  leare^  to  introduce  the  same« 


No,  19. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

January  12,  1831 


REPORT 

Of  liie  Select  Committee  on  the  petition  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  of  the  county  of  JefferBon,  for  an 
act  authorising  them  to  levy  and  collect  a  tax  on 
said  county  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  fire-proof 
clerk's  office. 

BIr.  Keith,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  eounfy  of  Jefferson,  pray- 
ing for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorising  them  to  levy  and  coUect  a 
tax  of  one  thousand  dollars  on  said  county,  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing a  fire-proof  clerk^s  office, 

REPORTED— 

That  the  petition  sets  forth  that  the  clerk's  office  in  said  county 
iji  in  a  rapid  state  of  decay,  and  that  in  the  opinion  of  said  board,  the^ 
public  interest  oi  the  county  requires  that  a  new  fire-proof  clerk's 
office  should  be  immediately  erected. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  statements  set  forth  in  the 
petition  ought  to  be  granted,  and  have  therefore  prepared  a  bill, 
which  they  ask  leave  to  introduce. 
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No.  20, 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  13,  1831. 


REPORT 

Of  (lie  committee  on  claims  on  the  petition  of  Mi- 
chael Anthony. 

Ifr.  J.  C.  Spencer,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Michael  Anthony, 

REPORTED— 

The  petitioner  claims  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  £tOO,  which 
was  credited  to  this  state  by  the  United  States  for-  damages  done 
by  its  army  in  the  winters  of  1779  and  1780,  in  cutting  and  using  tim- 
ber which  was  upon  a  farm  in  Peekskill,  Westchester  county.  The 
fiurm  had  belonged  to  Joseph  Anthony,  who  is  said  to  have  mortgaged 
it  to  one  George  Folliot.  Anthony  died  in  the  early  part  of  the  war, 
and  the  farm  descended  to  his  eldest  son  Joseph  Anthony,  who  was 
the  owner  of  it  at  the  time  the  damage  was  done.  In  September 
1786,  Joseph  Anthony  the  younger,  conveyed  it  to  the  petitioner. 
Folliot,  the  supposed  mortgagee,  is  said  to  have  been  attainted  for 
treason,  and  if  so,  the  state  became  vested  with  his  interest  in  the 
mortgage.  The  presumption  is,  that  the  state  never  collected  the 
debt  secured  by  the  mortgage,  as  it  seems  to  have  been  supposed 
tliat  all  mortgages  to  attainted  persons,  were  discharged  or  cancelled 
by  the  operation  of  the  act  of  1807,  in  relation  to  those  mortgages. 

Tour  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  state  received  the  £200,  and 
that  it  belonged  to  the  owner  of  the  land  in  fee,  and  not  to  the  mort- 
gagee. It  would  seem  that  a  certificate  for  the  amount  had  been  is* 
aued,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  it  was  ever  paid ;  and  on  the 
contrary,  the  evidence  induces  a  belief  that  it  could  not  have,  been 
paid.    If  there  was  a  mortgage,  of  which  there  is  no  evidence,  and 
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if  it  was  cancelled  by  the  state,  of  which  also  there  is  no  evidence, 
yet  such  a  donation  to  the  mortgagor  could  scarcely  be  considered  a 
payment  of  the  £200  received  by  the  state.  The  fact  of  indebted- 
ness on  account  of  having  received  that  sum,  was  probably  unknown 
at  the  time.  In  the  view  of  your  committee,  the  £200  does  not  be- 
long to  the  state,  but  to  the  person  who  was  owner  of  the  land  at  the 
time  the  injury  was  committed  on  it.  That  owner  was  Joseph  An- 
thony the  younger,  who  is  ijnderstood  yet  to  be  living.  The  con- 
veyance of  the  land  by  him  to  Michael  Anthony,  six  years  after  the 
injury  was  sustained,  did  not  transfer  his  claim  to  compensation  for 
that  injury  or  to  the  money  which  the  state  had  received  in  trust 
for  him.  And  as  Michael  Anthony  shows  no  other  eyidence  of  a 
transfer  of  that  claim,  any  payment  or  satisfaction  of  It  to  him,  would 
not  prevent  Joseph  Anthony  or  his  representatives  from  making  the 
same  claim. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  to  the  house  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution : 

Jtssofoed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  Michael  Anthony, 
ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  pe- 
tition and  the  aoeompanying  papers. 


No.  21. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  13,  1831. 


mmsamBm 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Orson  Smith,  in  behalf  of  himself 
and  others,  heirs  of  David  Smith. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Spencer,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to  which  was . 
referred  the  petition  of  Orson  Smitbi  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others, 
keiiB  of  David  Smith, 

REPORTED— 

Tlie  difficulties  which  this  claim  has  heretofore  encountered, 
seem  to  be  removed  by  the  discovery  of  a  manuscript  copy  of  a  re- 
gister of  the  officers  and  soldiers  serving  in  the  regiments  of  this 
state  in  the  continental  army  during  the  revolutionary  war.  This 
document,  which  the  state  has  purchased,  and  deposited  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  which  is  deemed  authentic  and 
of  great  weight  as  evidence,  shows  that  David  Smith  was  enlisted 
ts  a  private*in  Capt.  McCracken's  company  in  the  first  regiment,  on 
the  8tb  of  January,  1777,  to  serve  during  the  war.  The  fact  had 
been  sworn  to  positively  by  Capt.  McCracken,  and  by  Matthew  Bel- 
lamy, who  was  a  private  in  the  same  company  and  a  brother-in4aw 
of  Smith's,  and  other  circumstantial  evidence  had  been  adduced  be- 
fore the  discovery  of  the  register  above  mentioned.  The  fact  of 
enlistment  to  serve  during  the  war,  seems  now  to  be  put  at  rest. 

The  fact  of  his  having  died  in  the  service,  is  established  as  satis- 
factorily as  such  a  fact  well  can  be  proved  at  this  distance  of  time. 
McCracken  and  Bellamy  both  prove  his  having  been  taken  sick  at 
Valley-Forge,  and  their  having  heard  of  his  death  soon  after.  His 
relatives  all  testify  to  the  report  of  his  death  about  the  same  time. — 
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This  is  the  usual  eYidence  given  in  such  cases  in  courts  of  law,  and 
from  the  nature  of  the  case,  it  is  the  best  possible  evidence  of  which 
it  admits. 

The  fact  of  his  not  having  been  returned  dead,  amounts  to  verj 
little.  The  officer  of  his  regiment,  whose  duty  it  was  to  make  the 
return  may  not  have,  been  at  the  station  where  he  died ;  and  indeed 
considering  the  confusion  which  prevailed  during  that  gloomy  pe> 
riod  of  the  war,  an  omission  of  this  kind  was  more  likely  to  occur, 
than  an  accurate  return.  In  numerous  instances  these  returns  have 
been  found  imperfect. 

These  two  points  being  established — that  David  Smith  enlisted 
during  the  war,  and  that  he  died  in  the  service,  it  follows  inevita- 
bly that  he  was  entitled  to  the  bounty  lands  promised  by  this  state, 
lliis  principle  has  been  perfectly  settled  by  the  legislature  of  this 
state  for  the  last  twenty-five  years. 

On  the  subject  of  delay  in  making  the  appUcation,  no  fault  can  be 
imputed  to  the  heirs  of  the  soldier.  As  early  as  1796  a  petition 
was  presented,  the  facts  were  all  admitted  by  the  commitiee  wbo 
reported  on  the  subject,  but  they  adopted  a  construction  of  the  laws 
and  resolutions  respecting  bounty  lands,  which  has  since  been  aoi- 
versally  discarded  as  erroneous  From  that  time  to  this,  at  varioos 
intervals,  the  application  has  been  renewed,  and  bills  for  the  relief 
of  the  petitioners  have  passed  one  or  other  house  of  the  legislature, 
but  finally  failed,  owing,  as  it  is  presumed,  to  a  defect  in  the  proof 
of  the  fact  of  Smith's  enlistment.  That  defect  being  now  supplic<l) 
anxious  as  your  committee  are  that  no  new  claims  against  the  state 
should  be  admitted  without  the  most  thorough  investigation,  yet 
having  bestowed  that  investigation,  and  being  unable  to  detect  anjr 
deficiency  in  the  proof  to  sustain  this  claim,  they  cannot  think  it 
comports  either  with  the  character  or  dignity  of  the  state  to  refuse 
an  act  of  justice  so  long  delayed.  The  most  satisfactory  evidence 
is  furnished  by  the  balloting  book  that  no  patent  was  ever  issued  Ui 
this  David  Smith. 

With  these  views,  your  comnuttee  would  at  once  report  a  bill 
directing  the  issuing  of  letters  patent  to  the  heirs  of  Smith,  for  tbe 
usual  quantity  of  land  ;  but  they  learn  that  the  lands  set  apart  for 
the  revolutionary  claims  are  exhausted,  except  what  remains  in  tbe 
town  of  Sterling,  where  there  are  a  few  hundred  acres  of  swaiap 
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land  of  very  little  value.  The  conumttee  have  no  alternative  but 
to  present  to  the  house  a  proposition  to  satisfy  this  claim  by  a  di- 
rect appropriation  of  money.  Although  ancient^  th^y  do  not  con- 
eeive  its  character  is  less  sacred,  because  it  originated  in  that  event- 
ful struggle  which  secured  to  our  fathers,  and  to  ourselves,  liberty 
and  independence.  They  have  some  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a  sa- 
tisfactory estimate  of  the  value  of  the  five  hundred  acres  of  land  to 
"which  Smith  was  entitled  at  the  time  of  the  first  application  of  his 
heirs  in  1796.  But  upon  the  whole,  after  obtaining  all  the  infor- 
mation within  their  reach,  they  have  concluded  to  recommend  the 
sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  to  include  as  well  the  original  value 
of  die  land,  as  all  claims  for  interest. 

Another  difficulty  is,  the  want  of  sufficient  proof  who  are  the 
ri^^t  heirs  of  David  Smith.    This  has  been  provided  for  in  the  bill 
^*Uch  the  committee  have  directed  their  chairman  to  report  to  the 
House. 


No.  22. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  13^  1831. 


Of  the  Committee  on  Claims^  on  the  petition  of 

George  Thompson. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Spencer,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  George  Thompson, 

REPORTED— 

The  petitioner,  with  other  heirs  of  John  Thompson,  deceased, 
had  two  hundred  acres  of  land  granted  to  them  in  the  west  part  of 
lot  number  ninety-six,  in  Sterling.  They  divided  the  land  into  ser- 
en  parts,  and  each  took  his  respectiye  portion.  In  1825  the  portion 
belcngingto  the  petitioner  and  his  sister,  Margaret  Elder,  was  sold 
to  pay  a  tax  assessed  upon  the  whole  of  the  lot,  which  had  thus  been 
granted.  The  petitioner  discovered  the  sale  in  time  to  redeem  the 
land,  but  says  he  was  unable  to  pay  the  whole  amount,  and  was  ad- 
vised if  he  did  he  would  have  no  remedy  a^nst  the  owners  of  the 
other  parts  of  the  lot,  to  compel  a  contribution.  This  is  the  sub* 
stance  of  the  petition,  and  he  solicits  redress,  without  specifying  its 
nature. 

The  petitioner  was  certainly  ill  advised  ;  he  had  ample  remedy 
to  collect  their  proportion  of  the  other  proprietors,  if  he  had  paid  it. 
His  want  of  means  to  do  so,  is  a  misfortune,  for  which  he  can  scarce* 
ly  expect  the  state  to  be  accountable.  The  tax  was  laid  to  improve 
a  road,  and  no  part  of  it  has  been  received  by  the  state.  Your  com- 
mittee can  not  discover  any  ground  upon  which  this  claim  can  be  for 
a  moment  entertained.  They  therefore  recommend  to  the  house 
the  following  resolution : 

Ruohedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  George  Thompson 
be  denied,  and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  peti- 
tion  and  the  accompanying  papers. 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 

January  13,  1831 


REPORT 

Of  the  comioittee  on  claims,  on  the  petition  of  the 

Highland  Turnpike  Company. 

Bfr.  J.  C.  Spencer,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the 
Hi^and  turnpike  company, 

REPORTED-- 

In  1825,  the  supervisors  of  Westchester  levied  a  tax  on  the  capita] 
of  the  petitioners,  as  follows :  On  the  bed  of  the  turnpike  road,  which 
'vras  estimated  at  16,000  dollars,  and  on  the  amount  of  stock  sub- 
scribed, estimated  at  70,828  dollars ;  which  tax  amounted  in  the 
^hole  to  |202  •  8S,  of  which  $48 .  41  was  for  the  State  tax.  In  1826, 
a  further  tax  of  $75  was  levied,  of  which  no  part  was  for  the  State. 
The  petition  alleges  that  no  effort  was  made  to  prevent  the  assess- 
ment, as  it  did  not  occur  to  the  president,  who  managed  the  concerns 
of  the  company,  that  the  supervisors  would  assess  the  corporation. 
The  petitioners  ask  for  an  act  directing  the  repayment  of  these  taxes. 

Tour  committee  believe  that  the  proceedings  oi  the  supervisors 
were  not  warranted  by  law ;  but  they  do  not  perceive  how  adaim 
on  the  State  is  thereby  furnished.  The  laws  provide  amjde  reme- 
dies for  the  illegal  acts  of  officers  of  every  description,  and  it  would 
be  a  novelty  for  the  State  to  compensate  for  injuries  produced  by 
such  acts.  If  the  proceedings  were  lawful,  then  most  assuredly  the 
State  can  not  interfere.  If  the  assessment  was  erroneous  in  amount, 
means  were  provided  by  law  to  reduce  it ;  and  it  can  not  seriously 
be  asked  of  the  State  to  remunerate  any  individual  for  a  loss  sustain- 
ed by  his  own  neglect  to  pursue  the  appropriate  remedies. 
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The  eommittea  reeommeod  to  the  Hoase  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution :  • 

Resohedj  That  the  prmjer  of  the  petition  of  the  Highland  tarn- 
pike  companj  be  denied,  and  that  the  aaid  companj  hare  leaye  to 
withdraw  the  same. 
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January  13,  1831; 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  claims,  on  the  petition  of 

William  G.  Young. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Speneeri  from  the  eommittee  on  elaims,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  WiUiem  C- Yonng, 

REPORTED: 

The  petitioner  was  emplojed  as  an  engineer  bj  the  eommissioDers 
appobted  in  the  aet  passed*  April  15th,  18S8,  respecting  a  rail-road 
from  Boston  to  the  Hudson  river.  He  made  reiy  valuable  maps  aiid 
profiles  of  the  roate  from  Albanj  to  the  Massachusetts  line,  and  at- 
tended with  them  httore  the  members  of  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

On  the  1st  of  December  1828,  Nathan  Hale,  vice-president  of  the 
Massachusetts  board  of  commissioners,  addressed  a  letter  to  one  of 
the  New-York  board,  from  which  the  following  is  an  extract : 

^^  You  will  add  to  the  obligations  already  conferred  on  us,  if  you 
win  authorise  and  request  your  engineer  to  furnish  us  with  copies  of 
his  plans  and  profiles  of  the  survey  from  Albany  to  the  Une  of  this 
State,  the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  by  him  to  oih*  board." 

The  copies  and  prdUes  were  furnished  accordingly  by  the  peti- 
tioner, for  which  he  asks  remuneration  from  this  State.  The  charge 
was  disallowed  by  the  Comptroller,  on  the  ground  that  the  expense 
was  not  incurred  by  the  order  and  on  the  responsibility  of  our  com- 
missioners, but  at  the  request  and  on  the  promise  of  payment  by  the 
Massachusetts  board.    The  committee  see  nothing  in  the  documents 
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before  them  to  vary  this  ground  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  they  think  it 
eonfirmed  by  the  extract  before  given.  Nor  can  they  perceive  why 
any  courtesy  to  a  neighboring  State  should  require  this  State  to  pay 
a  claim,  which,  for  aug^tthat  appears,  the  fitate  df  Massachusetts  is 
ready  to  pay  on  being  asked. 

The  committee'  leel  eDOftrained  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution : 

Resohedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  Geeorge  C.  Young 
be  denied,  and  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  the  same. 


I  . 
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REPORT 


Of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  on  the  petition  of 

Ezekiel  Cravath. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Spencer,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Ezekiel  Cravath, 

REPORTED : 

A  road  was  laid  by  the  commissioners  of  highways  of  the  town  of 
Wethersfield  in  the  county  of  Oenesee,  through  land  of  the  petitioner 
which  was  neither  improved,  cultivated  or  enclosed ;  by  which,  as 
he  alleges,  he  sustained  damage,  but  has  received  no  compensation 
<berefor.    He  relies  on  the  constitutional  provision  that  private 
property  shall  not  be  -taken  for  public  use,  without  just  compensa- 
ticn,  and  calls  upon  the  Legislature  to  compensate  him  for*  the  da- 
mage he  has  sustained. 

If  the  law  authorising  the  laying  out  and  opening  of  a  highway 
through  his  unimproved  land,  be  unconstitutional,  the  petitioner  has 
a  jumple  and  easy  remedy  against  those  who  committed  the  injury^ 
hy  an  appeal  to  the  courts  of  justice,  and  if  they  pronounce  the  law 
unc(Histitutional,  it  will  be  time  enough  for  the  Legislature  to  pro- 
Tide  a  remedy  for  the  petitioner.  But  the  committee  can  not  now 
undertake  to  investigate  or  decide  the  question,  whether  a  law  which 
hms  been  in  operation  about  forty  years,  is  unconstitutional.  They 
should  at  any  time  think  that  neither  this  House  or  one  of  its  com- 
mittees, was  exactly  the  tribunal  to  determine  such  a  matter.  And 
if  they  should,  and  should  find  the  act  unconstitutional,  they  do  not 
perceive  how  the  State  of  New-York  is  bound  to  compensate  the 
petitioner. 
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The  committee  recommend  to  the  Housei  the  adoption  of  the  fdl- 
lowing  resolution : 


RiBohedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  Esekiel  CraTiA  be 
deniedi  and  that  he  hare  leave  to  withdraw  the  same. 


No.  26. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  13,  1831 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  the  incorporation  of  Cities  and 
Villages,  on  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
the  yUIage  of  Potsdam. 

Mr.  Ostrander,  from  the  committee  on  the  incorporation  of  cities 
and  viUagea,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  the  village  of  Potsdam,  in  the  county  of  St.  Lawrence, 

# 

REPORTED— 

That  they  have  examined  and  duly  considered  the  subject  matter 
referred  to  them,  which  is  an  application  for  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  village  of  Potsdam ;  giving  and  granting  to  the  inhabitants  of  said 
viDage  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  an  incorporated  village,  ac- 
cording to  the  bill  prepared  for  that  purpose.  The  number  of  inha« 
bitants  in  said  village  of  Potsdam,  appears  to  be  645,  and  in  the  town, 
S,650«  The  situation  of  said  village  is  eligible ;  its  business  and 
increasing  population  present  it  in  a  flourishing  and  prosperous  con- 
ditien,  consequently  the  prosperity  and  interest  of  said  village  will 
be  promoted  by  the  usual  privileges  granted  by  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion. 

The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  for  the  reasons  suggested, 
that  the  application  is  reasonable  and  proper,  and  ought  to  be  grant* 
ed ;  they  have  accordingly  prepared  a  bill,  and  instructed  their  chair- 
man to  introduce  the  same. 
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No.  27. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  13,  1831 


REPORT 

Of  tbe  Committee  on  Trade  and  Manuifactures,  on 
file  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  relation 
to  standard  weights  and  measures. 

Bfr.  Bogert,  from  the  committee  on  trade  and  manufactitres,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  rela- 
tion to  furnishing  the  counties  with  the  standard  weights  and  mea- 
aiires, 


REPORTED— 


H 


That  thej  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration.  The  only 
qiiestion  to  which  the  Secretary  of  State  has  in  his  report  drawn  the 
attention  of  the  House,  is  whether  the  copies  of  the  original  stand- 
ards of  weights  and  measures,  which' he  is  bj  law  directed  to  furmrii 
to  the  several  county  sealers,  shall  be  paid  for  out  of  the  state  trea- 
sury, or  be  supplied  at  the  expense  of  the  counties  ? 

By  the  act  to  regulate  weights  and  measures,  passed  March  19, 
181S,  it  is  provided  that  the  standards  of  weights  and  measures  shall 
be  furnished  to  both  county  and  town  sealers,  at  the  expense  of 
their  respective  counti^  or  towns. 

It  is  enacted  in  the  Revised  Statutes,  vol.  1,  p.  609,  that  ^^  copies 
ot  such  original  standards  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  state  sealer  to 
the  several  county  sealers  to  be  furnished  by  them  to  the  town  seal- 
ers in  their  respective  counties,  at  the  expense  of  the  towns." 

From  this  language  the  committee  infer,  that  the  legislature  In- 
tended that  the  standards  to  be  furnished  the  county  sealers  should 
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be  at  the  expense  of  the  counties.  But  whether,  such  was  their  in- 
tention or  not,  it  appears  to  be  reasonable  that  inasmuch  as  most  of 
the  counties  have  been  provided  at  their  own  expense,  the  others 
should  be  supplied  in  the  same  manner. 

Had  the  new  construction  of  standards  of  weights  and  measures, 
contemplated  bjr  the  19th  chapter  of  the  first  part  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  been  carried  into  effect,  it  would  have  been  neeessarj  for 
all  the  counties  to  have  been  furnished  with  copies  at  the  same  time, 
and  in  that  case  it  would  periuips  have  been  proper  and  equitable 
that  the  State  should  bear  the  expense ;  but  in  1829  it  was  enacted 
(Session  Laws,  1829,  p.  4S9^)  that  the  standard  weights  and  mea- 
sures then  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  should  be  and  re- 
if^mk  the  sttndarcis  until  provision  should  be  made  for  the  epnstruB^ 
t^oq  pf  those  eontemplated  in  the  revision.  No  such  provision  hav- 
ing as  yet  been  made,  the  committee  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  that  the  counties  should,  as  heretofore,  be  sup- 
plied with  the  existing  standards  at  their  own  expense. 

Applications  for  copies  are  made  under  the  impression  that  the 
State  is  to  furnish  them  without  cost,  and  refused,  because  the  law 
makes  no  provision  to  defray  the  expense.  It  is  therefore  necessa- 
Tj  that  a  law  should  be  passed  on  the  subject. 

At  the  last  session,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  a 
b31  was  introduced  in  the  Senate  providing  that  county  sealers  ahoold 
be  furnished  at  the  expense  of  their  counties.  It  passed  that  boose, 
but  reached  the  Assembly  too  late  to  be  acted  upon.  The  commit* 
tee  have  prepared  a  similar  bill,  which  they  have  directed  their 
chairman  to  ask  ieaye  to  introduce. 


No.  28, 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January   13,   1831 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Grievances,  on  the  petition  of 
Salmasius  Bor  dwell  and  William  Bray  ton. 

Mr.  Birdsall,  from  the  committee  on.  grievances,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Salmasius  Bordwell  and  William  Brajton, 

REPORTEI>— 

That  the  committee  have  examined  the  statements  of  the  peti- 
tioners, as  set  forth  in  their  petition,  together  with  the  affidavits  and 
documents  accompanying  the  same.     ^ 

Thej  have  also  heard  the  statements  of  Mr.  Bonck,  the  acting 
canal  commissioner,  referred  to  in  the  petition,  and  have  unanimous- 
ly adopted  the  report  of  Mr.  Granger,  from  the  committee  on  griev-  ^ 
ances,  to  this  House,  at  it  last  session,  (see  document  No.  S19,)  to 
which  they  beg  leave  to  refer. 

The  committee  have  prepared  a  bill,  which  they  ask  leave  to  pre- 
sent. 
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No.  29. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  14,  1831. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  the  establishment  and  improve- 
ment of  Roads  and  Bridges,  and  the  incorporation 
of  Turnpike  Companies,  on  the  petition  for  a 
bridge  across  the  Hudson  river  at  Troy. 

Mr.  Fowler,  from  the  committee  on  the  establishment  and  improve- 
ment of  roads  and  bridges,  and  the  incorporation  of  turnpike  com- 
panies, on  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  citj  of  Troy,  for 
building  a  bridge  across  the  Hudson  river,  opposite  the  city  of  Troj^ 

REPORTED— 

That  they  have  inquired  into  the  subject  matter  of  the  petition, 
and  find  the  facts  therein  stated  substantially  correct.  That  in  times 
of  high  water  the  current  at  that  place  is  rapid,  and  when  the  ice  is 
forming  and  breaking  up  in  the  river,  the  crossing  is  difficult  and 
dangerous,  and  frequently  impracticable  ;  which  is  a  great  impedi- 
ment to  the  course  of  public  travel  and  the  business  of  the  city.  That 
the  current  from  the  sloop  lock  (at  the  north  line  of  the  city,)  south 
to  about  Jacob-street,  (which  is  about  at  the  north  end  of  the  busi- 
ness part  of  the  city,)  is  swift  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  the 
channel  (which  has  been  in  part  made  by  excavating  the  rock)  is 
very  narrow  and  close  in  to  the  east  shore,  so  that  vessels  in'ascend- 
ing  the  river  cannot  beat,  but  must  pass  up  with  a  strong  south  wind, 
or  be  towed  by  horse  or  other  power  upon  the  shore,  which  is  fre- 
quently done  ;  and  vessels,  in  descending  the  river,  drop  down  to 
about  Jacob-street  before  they  make  sail.  The  committee  therefore 
believe  that  a  draw-bridge  across  that  part  of  the  river,  will  be  of 
little  or  no  obstruction  to  the  navigation,  and  not  as  much  as  passing 
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the  lock,  which  all  vessels  must  do  that  go  north  of  the  citj.  But  a 
bridge  south  of  Jacob-street,  where  the  chanDcl  is  broader,  andl  TCfi* 
sels  necessarily  under  sail,  and  frequently  beating  with  a  strong 
current  in  the  river,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  be  not 
only  hazardous,  but  greatly  obstruct  and  injure  the  navigation. 

Your  committee  are  sensible  that  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson 
river  is  of  great  importance  to  the  public,  and  ought  to  be  kept  free 
from  obstruction.  But  where  a  bridge  can  be  placed  above  tide 
waters,  and  above  proper  sloop  navigation,  with  a  suitable  draw  for 
yessels  to  pass  and  repass,  frte  from  expense,  through  a  narrow,  and 
IB  part,  an  artificial  channel,  and  where  a  bridge  must  be  of  such 
great  benefit  to  eommunUy,  as  in  the  ease  presenied,  the  committee 
8M  no  good  reason  Sw  objection  to  the  appUcatioou  The  committee 
thereibre  recommend  the  granting  of  the  prayer  o|  the  petitionerf, 
and  herewith  present  a  bill  for  that  purpose^  and  have  dirested 
their  chairman  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  same. 


No.  30. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  13,   183K 


REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  petition  of  the 
Supervisors  of  the  county  of  Albany. 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Albany, 

REPORTED— 

That  the  petitioners  ask  for  the  passage  of  a  law  authorising  the 
supervisor,  justices  of  the  peace  and  town  clerk,  of  the  respective 
towns  in  said  county,  to  audit  the  accounts  of  all  charges  payable  by 
their  respective  towns,  and  certify  the  aggregate  amount  thereof  to 
the  board  of  supervisors. 

The  petitioners  represent  that  the  said  town  officers  are  more 
competent  to  audit  such  accounts  than  the  board  of  supervisors,  and 
that  under  the  present  ariangement,  much  of  the  time  of  the  board 
of  supervbors  is  consumed  in  auditing  these  accounts. 

The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  passage  of  the  law  pray- 
ed for  by  the  petitioners,  would  not  only  relieve  the  board  of  super- 
visors from  much  difficulty  and  unnecessary  delay  in  the  transaction 
of  business,  but  insure  a  more  correct  and  satisfactory  disposition  of 
the  town  accounts,  and  conduce  to  greater  economy  in  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  county. 

The  committee  have  therefore  directed  their  chairman  to  prepare 
a  bill,  and  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  same. 
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No.  31. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  13,  1831. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  petition  of  the 

Watenrille  fire  company. 

Mr.  Trowbridge,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  the  Waterville  fire  company, 

REPORTED— 

That  they  have  examined  the  claims  of  the  petitioners,  and  find 
that  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  April  24,  1829,  a  company 
was  organized  under  the  above  title ;  and  immediately  thereupon, 
a  sum  of  money  was  raised  by  voluntary  subscription,  sufficient  for, 
and  that  an  engine  and  aU  other  implements  necessary  for  such  pur- 
poses was  purchased,  and  are  now  in  possession  of  said  company, 
which  has  been  every  way  organized,  with  the  exception  of  a  suffi- 
cient complement  of  men  to  fill  up  said  company,  and  from  the  fact 
that  most  of  those  who  would  enlist,  are  now  members  of  incorpora- 
ted militia  companies,  and  whose  enlistment  it  has  been  found,  would 
not  excuse  them  from  military  duty  in  such  companies.  They  there- 
fore ask  an  amendment  of  said  act  of  incorporation,  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  exempt  those  belonging  to,  or  who  may  hereafter  become 
members  of  said  fire  company,  from  all  military  duty  whatsoever 
during  such  continuance. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is 
jast  and  ou(^t  to  be  granted,  and  therefore  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a 
biU. 
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No.  32- 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  14,  1831 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  State  Prisons. 

Mr.  LiTingstoii,  from  the  comimttee  on  state  prisons, 
REPORTED : 

In  introducing  the  bill  accompanying  this  report,  the  committee 
are  aetaated  by  a  desire  to  provide  for  the  immediate  wants  of  the 
prison  at  Moont-Pleasant  The  bill  appropriates  |5,000  for  that 
purpose.  The  funds  of  the  prison,  are  at  the  present  moment  near- 
ly exhausted,  and  the  only  dependence  for  further  receipts,  without 
the  aid  of  the  state,  rests  solely  upon  contracts  to  furnish  marble. 
These  receipts  cannot  be  relied  upon  with  certainty ;  and  in  the 
judgment  of  your  committee,  they  would  be  insufficient  to  meet  the 
current  demand  for  the  support  of  the  in&titution. 

A  further  appropriation  is  contemplated  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, but  to  the  end  that  the  legidature  may  act  understandingly 
upon  the  subject,  directions  have  been  given  to  the  agent  of  the  pri- 
son, to  furnish  a  minute  estimate  of  the  probable  expenditure  for 
the  ensuing  year ;  the  manner  in  which  the  appropriation  of  the 
^10,000  for  the  erection  of  200  additional  cells,  have  been  expend- 
ed ;  what  portion  thereof,  if  any,  has  been  applied  to  the  purpose 
contemplated  by  the  act  making  the  appropriation,  and  what  further 
sum  will  be  required  for  their  completion.  Such  a  statement  will 
enable  the  house  to  judge  of  the  fidelity  of  the  agents  in  disburs- 
ing monies  appropriated  for  specific  objects,  and  shew  the  wants  of 
th«  prison  for  the  current  year. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
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No.  33. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  17,  1831. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the 
petitions  of  several  Distillers,  and  inhabitants  of 
the  counties  of  Oneida,  Yates  and  Chenango. 

Mr.  MoultoD,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  petitions  of  several  distillers,  and  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of 
Oneida,  Yates  and  Chenango, 

BEPOBTED— 

That  it  appears  from  the  several  petitions,  that  there  is  a  deficien- 
cy in  the  existing  laws  relative  to  the  inspection  and  proof  of  domes- 
tic distilled  spirits.  The  law  now  provides  for  the  inspection  of  the 
strength  or  proof  of  domestic  distilled  spirits,  but  in  no  way  points 
out  how  the  casks  containing  the  liquor  shall  be  guaged,  or  the  quan- 
tity they  contain  ascertained.  The  guagers  are  now  appointed  by 
the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New-Tork,  and  it  is  said,  that  in  many 
instances  the  guagers  are  themselves  purchasers,  or  agents  of  pur- 
chasers, of  domestic  spirits,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  all  our  laws  on 
the  subject  of  inspection. 

The  business  of  inspection  is  now  done,  it  is  understood,  by  de- 
puties ;  and  the  fees  of  the  office  amount  to  nearly  |^7,000  per  an- 
num, of  which  the  inspector  reserves  to  himself  one-half,  allowing 
the  residue  to  the  deputies.  The  committee  believe  that  the  fees 
now  allowed  for  proving  are  sufficient  to  pay  both  for  proving  and 
guaging.  They  are  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  a  sufficient 
number  of  officers  appointed  in  the  city  of  New- York  to  Mtend  to 
the  inspection  of  spirits  without  the  employment  of  deputies.  And 
the  committee,  therefore,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  providing  for 
the  amendment  of  the  existing  law  on  this  subject. 
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No.  34: 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  17,   1831. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  TREASURER. 

TREASURER'S  OFFICE, 
Statb  or  Nxw-ToRK. 

Albany^  nth  January,  1831. 
SIR— 

I  bave  (be  bonor  berewitb  to  transmit  to  the  Legislature,  tbe 
annual  report  required  by  tbe  act  relating  to  tbe  duties  of  tbe  Trea- 
surer of  tbis  State. 

Verj  respectfully, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  KETSER,  Trea9urer. 
Hon.  Gborgs  R,  Datis, 

Speaker  of  the  Hauee  of  Aaeembly, 

of  the  State  of  New- York. 
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REPORT,  &c. 


TREASURER'S  OFFICE— STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 

Statement  of  the  Balance  in  the  Treasury^  and  the  amount  ofRe^ 
ceipts  and  Payments  of  the  la$t  official  year,  ending  the  SOth^ 
Nawmber,  1830. 


RECEIPTS. 

Canal  tolls,  Erie  and  Champlain  Canals, $944,680  01 

do        Oswego  do • •  •  •  •  9,724  29 

do        Cayuga  and  Seneca  do 11,644  83 

Vendue  duty, 218,513  66 

Salt  duty, 154,332  82 

Rent  surplus  water,  Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  • .  •  •  1,600  68 

do                  Oswego  canal, « 825  00 

Interest  on  bonds  for  lands  of  the  general  fund, 71,122  09 

Principal  of  the  same, 23,267  27 

Interest  on  bonds  for  lands  of  the  common  school  fund,  17,470  66 

Principal  of  the  same, 6,325  47 

Interest  on  bonds  for  lands  of  the  literature  fund,.  •  •  •  12,785  89 

Principal  of  the  same, 6,174  20 

Interest  on  bonds  for  escheated  lands, 1,532  38 

Principal  of  the  same,.  ....••• ^  •  • . .  2,702  95 

Interest  on  loan  of  1786, '     2,066  04 

Principal  of  same,  ......•.•• •  10,507  78 

Interest  on  loan  of  1792, 18,383  34 

Principal  of  same, •.••••••..••...•••«  17,786  63 

Interest  on  loan  of  1808, 25,255  31 

Principal  of  same,  ••••,• p 17,891  69' 

Arrears  of  county  taxes, 53,763  14 

Crrried  forward, .  • . .  t^ 
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Brought  forward,.  •  •  •  $ 

Interest  on  countj  taxeB, .•••••.•••••••  14,tS7  99 

Dividends  on  bank  stock,  viz.  Bank  of  America,,  •  •  •  3,283  tO 

do               do            New-TorksState  bank, ...  1,429  62 

do               do            Mechanics'  &  Fanners'  do.  5,644  60 

do                do            Mohawk  bank, •  •  •  .  •  275  00 

do                do            Merchants'  bank, 11 ,626  00 

do                do            Manhattan  Company,  • .  • .  3,500  00 

do                do            OldU.  S.  Bank, 304  00 

Stock  sold  of  the  Mohawk  Bank, 5,000  00 

Interest  on  loans  to  individuals,  corporations,  &c. ...  1  t,4B8  68 

Principal  of  same, .••••••.»..  17,124  59 

Interest  on  loans  of  the  literature  fund, 843  02 

Principal  of  same, »  •  50  98 

Rents  of  lands  leased  of  the  general  fund, 745  84 

do            do      of  the  school  fund,  •  •  •  •« 582  18 

First  payment  on  sales  of  general  fcmd  lands, .^  25,298  66 

do                do        of  school  fund  lands, 10,760  89 

do               do        of  escheated  lands, 1 ,327  62 

do               do        of  literature  fund  lands, 743  94 

do                do        of  O^ego  canal  fund  lands, .  3,240  29 

do                do        of  Erie  &  Champlain  do  do.  203  00 

Interest  on  miscellaneous  bonds,  • .  •  • 60  67 

Principal  of  same, 158  43 

Fees  of  the  Comptroller's  office,  ••... 11180 

do        Secretary's  office, •  •  • .  867  S8 

do        Surveyor-General's  office, 28  SO 

do         Clerk's  office  of  the  supreme  court, 7  49 

Tax  on  incorporated  companies, 1,799  SO 

Balances  due  from  individuals • 2,213  81 

State  pier  at  Sagg-Harbor, • .  • 1 13  66 

Pedlers^  licenses, 1,310  00 

Tax  for  draining  marsh  in  Madison  county,  • 2,250  49 

Sales  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 12,956  75 

Military  fines, 807  76 

Fines  and  penalties  received  from  county  treasurers,  4l  90 

Quit-rents, 89  76 

Redemption  of  lands  sold  for  taxes,  &c ..••..  37,753  60 

Interest  on  canal  stock  belonging  to  the  school  fund,.  20,210  32 

Carried  forward,,  •  •  •  ^ 
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BroQf^t  forward,.  • . •  $ 
On  aeeouDt  of  the  bond  of  the  corporation  of  the  eitj 

(rf'Albanj,..*. •  ••••••• 75,100  00 

For  damages  sustained  bj  owners  or  oecupants  of 

lands,  &c.... 1,074  69 

Road  tax.  Cedar  Point,  &c 5,aSt  18 

do        Port  Kent,  &c.  .  •  • 85  76 

Sales oflands for  taxes,. •••  ..•• •••  •  86,684  t5 

Miseeilaneous  receipts,.  •»»..•••• ••«.••  9,014  94 

$1,99S,629  11 


PAYMENTS. 

Lieutenant-Governor,  acting  as  Governor, •  •  ^,500  00 

Chtncellor, 9/)00  00 

Josticek  of  the  supreme  court,  • .  •  • •  •  • 6,000  00 

Justices  of  the  circuit  courts, •.•.••••••  9,986  87 

Comptroller, 9,500  00 

Seeretsuy  of  State,..  •« ^..  •  1,750  00 

Attorney-General, 1,000  00 

Treasurer, 1,500  00 

Sarveyor-General, 800  00 

Deputy  Comptroller, • 1,500  00 

Deputy  Secretary, •  •  •  1,500  00 

Adjutant-General, • '    800  00 

Commissary-General, • « 700  00 

Judge  Advocate  General, •  •  150  00 

Private  Secretary  to  the  Governor,. 600  00 

Reporter  to  the  supreme  court, •  500  00 

do      to  the  court  of  chancery, • •  500  00 

State  Librarian, 417  96                    ! 

Chancellor's  Clerk, 600  00 

Clerk  to  the  court  of  exchequer, •  • .  •  695  00 

Clerk  hire  for  the  Comptroller's  office,.  ....•.•• 6,926  89 

do               Secretary's  office,  •  •  •  • « • .  •  •  960  00 

do               Attorney-General's  office,.  .•••••••  600  00 

do  Treasurer's  office, 849  50 

do              Adjutant*General's  office, 900  00 

do               Surveyor-General's  office, 550  00 

Carried  forward,. •••$ 
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Brddght  forward,  •  •  •  •  $ 

Treasurer's  clerk,  ...tx..  •••««•••••••.•• 800  W 

■bLpttMtf  Cooqitroller's  office, ....*..  .»••«....  tl8  50 

do       Secretary's  offiee,  ••••  * •••••  •«.•••  %  885  00 

<'   do*      Treasurer's  office, «,«•..••.•.••  87  31 

de^       Sunreyor-General's  office,. •••••«•••  146  n 

do       AUoruey-General's  office,  ..••.•••••.,•.••  lit  89 

beklefttai  expcQses  of  government,.  .••.•.•••••••••.•  750  06 

liCflislatare, 71,US  70 

Oourt  of  Errors, 10,S86  10 

JState  Prison  at  Mount-Pleasant, 46,123  73 

Transportation  of  convicts,.  •  • .  •  • ^ 10,SS5  51 

Common  schools, • 100,000  00 

Indian  annuities,. • .  17,086  37 

MfcideRlal  expenses  attending  Indian  affairs, 500  00 

9*rab  Doxsiader,  her  annuity, 70  00 

Agent  of  Onondaga  Indiana, •••»••.•.  50  00 

Sfchoob  in  NeW'Stockbridge,... «....•••  300  00 

Attbrney  to  Indians, , 75  00 

Regents  oftheUniversitj, 3,84{^0! 

Cbuntf  Treasurers^. 49,0£8  77 

BHgade  and  Division  inspectors, .v. 4,410  00 

Keepers  of  arsenals, .•..•••••...••  **     160  00 

County  clerks, .  .^ ...^ .66  31 

Gun-bboses, 660  00 

Courts' Martial, 999  68 

Hospital  in  the  city  of  New«York, 22,500  00 

Sijlport,  &c.  of  deaf  and  dumb  in  New* York, 5,263  79 

do                     do                Central  Asylum,  .•••  1,473  34 

Eye  infirmary,  New-York, 1,000  00 

Shipport  of  foreign  poor  in  the  city  of  New-York,  .....  15,000  00 

Bounties  for  wolves, 1,012  50 

State  Library, 1,064  01 

Repairs  of  the  State  Hall, 56  46 

Postage, 2,034  61 

Commissary-General's  department,  • ; 5,424  77 

Adjutant-GeneraPs                do 359  75 

Sheriflb, 6,540  86 

Counsel  to  assist  Attomey-Ckneral,  &c 5,5<K)  60 

Carried  forward,  •  •  •  •  $ 
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Brought  forward, •••.  ( 

Costs  of  suits, • 1,S9S  S9 

Purchase  of  Indian  lands, •• 18,845  S4 

Apprehension  of  criminals  and  fugitives  from  justice,  S,499  6S 

Surrejs  of  public  lands, 609  91 

James  BCinor,  his  wnuity, SO  00 

Jeremiah  Rjan,    do         100  00 

Frederick  Sammons,  do   • 100  00 

Bounty  on  salt, 676  68 

Surveys  of  canal  routes, •••.••..••  S,719  80 

Publishing  and  revising  the  laws, • S,968  48 

Commissioners  of  the  canal  fund,.  ••••••• 1,414,207  S8 

Canal  stock  purchased  for  accU  of  common  school  fund  1 1,174  00 

Loan  to  Broome  county,. ... • • .  4,500  00 

do    Cattaraugus  do ••...•••.  S,SOO  00 

do    Clinton  do         9,600  00 

Draining  Cajruga marshes,  ••••  •••• lSt'64 

do      Madison    do 1,91100 

CoUege  of  physicians  and  surgeons  in  the  city  of  N.  T.  500  00 

Orphan  Asyjum,  in  the  city  of  New-Tork,.  •  • 500  00 

Discoverers  of  forfeited  estates,.  •  •  •  • •  • .  • .  86  11 

Sales  of  eseheated  lands, 446  50 

Redemptions  of  lands,  sold  for  taxes,  and  arrears  of 

consideration  money  refunded  to  the  purchasers,  7,989  S9 

Printing  for  the  State, 13,177  99 

Erroneous  payments  into  the  treasury,  refunded,  • . .  385  06 

Support ofinfirmslaves,&c.....  ...••.••.•• 149  11 

Boads, 18,957  98 

Instalment  on  Mechanics'  and  Farmers'  bank  stock,  4,SS5  00 

Miscellaneons  payments, • ••  18,887  96 

$1,968,528  83 
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10  lAMiMBiiir 

In  pui'Miance  of  title  four,  of  chapter  eight,  of  the  first  part  of  the 
*  Revised  Statutes,  the  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  foi  that 
purpose,  bj  a  eoneurrent  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  do 
certify,  that  we  have  examined  the  accounts  end  Touchers  relating 
to  the  monies  received  into  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  for  the  year 
commencing  on  the  first  day  of  December,  1829,  and  ending  on  the 
last  day  of  November,  18S0,  both  days  inclusive  ;  and  that  we  faid 
bj  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  by  the  books  and  certificates 
of  the  ComptioUer,  that  during  the  period  above  mentioned,  the  s«m 
of  one  million  nine  hundred  and  ninety -three  thousand  six  hundred 
and  twenty«nine  dollars  and  eleven  cents,  has  been  receired  by  fhe 
Treasurer,  and  that  the  balance  in  the  treasury,  on  the  said  first  day 
of  December,  was  sixty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  dollars  and  eighty-four  cents,  as  appeared  by  the  same  accouotB, 
,  which  together  amount  to  two  millions  and  thirty-eight  thousand 
four  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents.  Tint 
the  payments  out  of  the  treasury,  during  the  same  time,  as  appears 
by  the  warrants  and  vouchers  presented  to  us,  all  of  which  we  have 
examined,  amount  to  one  million  nine  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  and  eighty-three  cents ; 
leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury,  on  the  said  thirtieth'day  of  No- 
vember last,  of  sixty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety'-three 
dollars  and  eighty-four  cents. 

And  we  do  further  certify,  that  we  have  examined  the  Treasurer's 
bank  book  with  the  Commercial  Bank,  in  the  city  of  Albany,  by 
which  it  appears,  that  on  the  day  last  mentioned,  there  was  a  ba- 
lance of  public  monies  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  said  Treasurer, 
in  said  bank,  of  sixty-nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-stx  dol- 
lars and  eighty-seven  cents.  That  we  have  also  examined  the  state- 
ments signed  by  the  cashier  of  the  Manhattan  Company  in  the  city 
of  New- York,  by  which  it  appears  that  thei  e  was,  of  public  monies 
standing  to  the  credit  of  (he  Treasurer,  in  the  said  company's  book, 
the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dol- 
-lars  and  eighty-eight  cents,  which  balances  in  the  aggregate  amount 
to  eighty-eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents,  and  which  exceed  the  balance  required,  eigh- 
teen thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  ninety-one 
^  cents,  arising  as  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  Comptrolkr,  in 
the  following  manner :  First — The  amount  of  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  ninety-six  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents  from  checks  drtwn 
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bj  the  Treasurer,  and  unpaid  on  the  daj  aforesaid.  Seoond-->^The 
aiaount  of  five  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars  and  forty-one  centSf 
from  deposits  in  the  Manhattan  Company,  uncertified  to  the  Trea* 
surer,  but  appearing  in  the  account  of  said  company.  Third — ^The 
amount  of  fifteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  and 
sixty-two  cents  from  checks  drawn  by  the  Treasurer,  and  unpaid  on 
the  day  aforesaid*  Fourth — ^There  is  also  a  special  deposit  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  the  Commercial  Bank,  of  three  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars,  made  by  J.  Mappa  and  J.  Stoors,  which  is  not 
yet  charged  to  the  account  of  the  Treasurer,  in  the  books  of  the 
Comptroller. 

And  we  do  further  certify^  that  we  have  compared  the  warrants 
drawn  by  the  Comptroller,  upon  the  treasury,  during  the  same  time^ 
with  the  aeveral  acts  of  the  Legislature,  under  which  they  were 
drawn,  and  find  them  all  to  have  been  properly  drawn,  with  the  ez' 
captions  mentioned  in  our  report  to  the  Legislature  of  this  date« 

N.  S.  BENTON, 
J.  B.  GOSMAN, 
A.  MANN,Jvv. 
MembtTM  ^ifthe  JaM  CammUtee* 
JbfMMwy?,  18S1. 
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No.  35. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  14,  1831. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  bill  concerniiig  the 
courts  of  common  pleas  and  general  sessions  of 
the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Edmonds,  from  the  select  committee,  to  which  was  referred 
the  biU,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  relative 
to  the  courts  of  common  pleas  and  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in 
and  for  the  countj  of  Columbia,'  passed  January  IS,  1830/' 

REPORTED— 

That  for  some  jears  past,  the  circuit  court  and  court  of  common 
pleas,  have  been  held  in  that  county,  in  the  month  of  Seplenhen 
This  arrangement  was  found  so  inconvenient,  that  the  act  of  last 
year  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  removing  those  courts  further 
from  each  other.  Since  the  passage  of  that  act,  the  time  of  holding 
the  fall  circuit,  has  been  changed  to  the  week  following  that  ap» 
pointed  for  the  fall  term  of  the  comtDon  pleas.  Thus  the  old  incon-^ 
veniences  have  returned  again,  and  the  bill  under  consideration  [»'o« 
poses  to  remedy  them  by  changing  the  term  of  the  common  pleaa 
back  again  to  the  month  of  September.  The  committee  think  the 
remedy  proper,  and  that  the  bill  ought  to  pass,  and  recommend  that 
it  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  * 

[A.  No,  35.]  1 
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No.  36. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  14,  1831. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of  Nathan  Roberts,  an  Inspector  of  I^umber  for  the 

city  and  county  of  New- York.^ 

To  a$  HonarMe  the  LegUlatwe  qf  the  Sate  of  KeuhTork. 

Agreable  to  Revised  Statutes,  chapter  17tb,  title  2nd,  article  6th 
and  12th,  I,  as  an  inspector  of  lumber,  beg  leave  to  present  to  your 
honorable  body,  the  following  return  of  Lumber  inspected  by  me 
from  the  6th  of  March,  1830,  to  1st  Jan.  1831. 


[A.  No.  86.]  1 
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REBfARKS. 

Could  all  sides  of  raft  timber  be  exposed  to  new  when  in- 
speeted,  I  think  it  woufd  command  a  higher  price ;  and  that  con- 
fidence established  between  the  ba jer  and  the  ^  seller,  necessarjr  in 
•  mariLet  likethis.  The  [»-esent  method  of  inspecting  timber  in  the 
water  precludes  all  posaibilify  of  determining  the  qualit j  of  tii 
upon  toy  correct  principle. 

NATHAN  ROBERTS, 

/fUipscfor. 
NtuhYark,  Jim.  lOth,  18S1. 
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No.  37. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  17,  1831 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COMPTROLLER- 
COMPTROLLER'S  OFFICE, ) 

Albany,  17  January,  1831.  ) 

The  Hon.  Gborob  R.  Datis, 

Speaker  <qf  the  Aaaembly. 
Sn — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  truismit  to  the  Honorable  the 
Assembly  the  annual  report  required  from  this  office. 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jb. 


[A.  No.  87.] 


REPORT,  &c. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, ) 
CoMPTROLiiSB's  Osnca.  ) 

ABmnp^  llth  January^  1831. 

The  Comptroller,  in  obedience  to  Chapter  VIII.  Title  S,  Article 
1,  of  the  first  part  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  this  state,  has  the 
honor  to  submit  to  the  Legislature  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  several  funds  belonging  to  this  state,  an  account  of  which  is 
embraced  in  this  report,  are  the  following,  viz:  General  Fund) 
Common  School  Fund,  Canal  Fund  and  Literatui*e  Fund. 

^  GENERAL  FUND. 

The  General  Fund  consists  of  the  following  items :  (See  state* 

ment  A. ) 

60S  shares  in  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of 

America, $60,800  00 

300  do  do  Bank  of  Hudson, 16,000  00 

60  do  do  Bank  of  Columbia, 20,000  00 

845  do  do  Mechanics' &  Farmers'Bank,  14,365  00 
600  do  do  New-York  State  Bank,....    16,800  00 

$126,965  00 

Bonds  and  mortgages  forlands  bold, 792,387  33 

do  do        for  loans  to  individuals  and  othr 

ers, 369,771  34 

do  do        for  sundry  debts  due  the  state,        23, 161  19 


Mb 


mS12,S84  86 


% 


4  ASSBMBLT 

CANAL  FUND. 

This  fund  consists  of  the  following  items,  viz : 

Lands  granted  for  the  construction  of  the  canals,  by  the  state,  by 
eompanies  and  by  individuals,  remaining  unsold ;  and  also  the  canals 
themselves.  To  this  fund  belong  also  a  part  of  the  auction  duty, 
the  whole  of  the  salt  tax,  and  the  canal  tolls ;  but  as  the  whole  re- 
ceipts from  all  these  sources  are  applicable  in  common  to  the  con- 
struction and  repair  of  the  canals  and  the  extinguishment  of  the  ca- 
nal debt,  no  distinction  ia  made  between  capital  and  revenue. 

COMMON  SCHOOL  FUND. 

This  fund  consists  of  the  following  items,  viz :  (See  statement 

B.) 

Bonds  and  mortgages  for  lands  sold, $242,613  bi 

Bond  for  loan  from  the  capital, 18,800  00 

Balance  doe  on  loan  of  1786, 10^  157  21 

do  do         1792, 300,07354 

do  do         1808, 393,46153 

Canal  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  5  per  cent,  » . .         407,000  00 

3^600  shares  in  the  stock  of  the  Mer- 
chants^ Bank, .$180^000  00 

1,000    do    do  Manhattan  Company,     50,000  00 

S,000    do    do    Middle  Dist.  Bank,.     50,000  00 

280,000  00 

Money  in  the  treasury,  being  balance  of  receipts 
from  the  capital,.... '         88,^463  » 

#1,735,669  66 

To  this  fund  also  belong  all  the  unappropriated  lands  owned  bj 
the  state,  on  the  1st  January,  1823,  and  yet  remaining  unsold. 

LITERATURE  FUND. 

The  fund  for  the  promotion  of  literature  consists  of  the  following 
items :  (See  statement  C.) 
Bonds  for  lands  sold, #161,720  22 

do    lor  loans  of  the  capital, 6 ,  449  08 

Money  in  the  treasury,  being  balance  of 

receipts  from  the  capital,. 16,866  91 

185,036  IS 

Amount  cairied  forward,. .#185,036  1^ 
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Amount  brought  forward, $185^036  15 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  treasurer  of  the 
Regents  of  the  University  has  furnished  an  account 
of  that  part  of  the  fund  subject  to  their  immediate  di- 
rection, as  follows : 
579  shares  of  the  New-York  State  Bank,  at  $28  each 

share, $16^212  00 

100    do    Albany  Insurance  Company,  at 

$60  each  share, 6^000  00 

Loans  made  to  individuals, 18,572  50 

Six  per  centstock, 8,743  00 

per  cent  stock, 21,779  87 


$71,307  37 
$256,343  52 


B.EYEX\5Er. 


GENERAL  FUND. 

Estimaied  Revenue^  applicable  to  the  ordinary  Expensee  qf 

Oovemment  for  the  currefU  year. 

Dividend  on  stock  of  Bank  of  America,  •  $3,200  00 
do  do        Bank  of  Columbia, 

(insolvent) 000  00 

do              do        Bank  of  Hudson,  (in- 
solvent)           000  00 

do  do        Mechanics'  and  Far- 

mers' Bank, ....     1 , 100  00 
do  do        N.  Y.  State  Bank, .     1,400  00 

Interest  on  bonds  for  lands  sold, 45,000  00 

do      on  bonds  for  loans  to  individuals,  20,000  00 
do      on  bonds  for  sundry  debts  due  the 

sUte, 500  00 

Fees  of  public  offices, 600  00 

Pedlers'  licenses, • 1,200  00 

Interest  on  arrears  of  county  taxes, 4,000  00 

Miscellaneous  sources  of  revenue, 1 ,  500  00 

$78,600  00 

Prineipal  of  bonds  for  lands, 20,000  00 

Amount  carried  forward, . .  $20 ,  000  00    $78 ,  500  00 


^  [Absimblt 

Amount  brought  Tor  ward,  .$20,000  00    $78,500  00 
Principal  of  bonds  for  loans  to  individuak,  1 0^000  00 
First  payment  on  sales  of  lands,  ...••••     5,000  00 

35,000  00 


$113,500  00 


Estimate  of  the  ordinary  Expenses  of  Government  for  the  current 

year. 

Salaries  of  the  officers  of  government, 
including  office  expenses, $50,000  00 

Compensation  of  the  members  and  offi- 
cers of  the  Legislature,  including  ex- 
penses of  both  houses, 72,000  00 

Compensation  of  members  of  the  Court 
for  the  Correction  of  Errors,  and  ex- 
penses,   •  •  • 7,500  00 

State,  prisons,  for  additional  building  and 
general  support  of  the  prison  at 
Mount-Pleasant,  and  transportation  of 
convicts, 45,000  00 

Annuities  to  Indians,  including  all  ex- 
penses relating  to  Indian  affairs,  . .  •  •      ljS,000  00 

SheriflEs,  for  allowances  formerly  made 
by  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 2,000  00 

Printing, 13,000  00 

Brigade  inspectors, 4,500  00 

Commissary's  department, 6,000  00 

Miscellaneous  expenses, 40,000  00 

Apprehension  of  criminals,  and  incident- 
al expenses  of  government  by  the  ex-  . 
ecutive, 2,000  00 

Courts  martial,  and  courts  of  inquiry,  • .       1 ,200  00 

Support  and  instruction  of  indigent  deaf 
and  dumb, 7^000  00 

Postage  of  official  letters, ^ .  •  •       1 ,  600  00 

Deficiency  in  the  Oswego  canal  fund,  •  •  •     21 ,  500  00 
do      in  the  tolls  of  the  Cayuga  and 

Seneca  canals, 11  ^000  00 

$302,200  00 


^ 
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COMMON  SCHOOL  FUND. 
The  revenue  from  .this  fand  is  estimated  as  follows : 

Inteiest  od  loan  of  1786, $700  00 

do*        do.        1792, 18,09000 

do.        do.         1808, 24,000  00 

Interest  on  bonds  taken  for  Sehool  Fund 

lands, . . .  .* 18,000  00 

do.      do.    for  loan  of  the  capital,  1 ,  SOO  00 

do.      on  canal  stock, 20,350  00 

do.      on  money  in  thi  treasury  to 

be  invested, 4,000  00 

Dividend  on  Merchants'  bank  stock, . .       11, 600  00 

do.      on  Manhattan    do 3,500  00 

do.      on  Middle  District  do.  (insol.)  0  00 

Cleik'sfees, 200  00 

$101,550  00 

LITERATURE  FUND. 
Payable  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State. 

The  revenue  of  this  fund  is  estimated  as  follows  : 

Interest  on  bonds  for  lands  sold, , $10,000  00 

do.        do.      for  loans  from  the  capital  of  the  fund,  600  00 


■iw 


10,600  00 

Payable  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Regents. 

Interest  on  $8,743  00,  canal  stock,  at  6 

per  cent 524  60 

do.     on  $21 ,  779  87     do.      do.  at  5 

per  cent 1,089  00 

Dividend  on  N.  York  State  bank  stock,      1,379  58 

Interest  on  Albany  Insurance  Co.  Stock,     « 
Albany  City  Stock,  and  loans  to  in- 
dividuals,       1,876  90 

Interest  on  money  in  the  state  treasuiy, 

when  invested,  at  5  per  cent •  •     1 ,250  00 

6,120  08 

116,620.00 


8  [Ameicblt 

liEBT  0¥  THE  STATE- 
CANAL  DEBT. 

Loaned  at  6  per  cent 8^943,500  00 

Loaned  at  5  per  cent.  • • 4,881,635  00 

$7,826,085  00 

TIEM^A1^1S.S.  =— 

STATE  OF  THE  TREASURY. 
The  receipts  into  the  treasury,  for 
the  year  ending  SOth  Novomber. 
last,  (see  Statement  D.)  amount 

to *... $1,998,629  11 

Balance  in  the  treasury,  on  the  1st 

December,  1829, 44,793  56 


During  the  same  period,  there  has 

been  paid  out  of  the  treasury,  as 

follows,  viz  : 
Amount  of  warrants  out  standing, 

SOth  November,  1829, $694  53 

Amount  of  warrants  drawn  during 

the  year,  (see  Statement  E.) .  •     1 , 968,724  78 


2,038^8  67 


1,969,319  31 


Less,  amount  of  warrants  out  stand- 
ing  SOth  November,  1830, 790  48     1 ,  968,688  68 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury, 
on  the  SOth  November,  1830,  ap- 
plicable to  the  ordinary  expens- 
es of  government,  and  to  meet 
the  claims  of  the  common  school 
and  literature  funds  on  the  trea- 
treasuiy,  of 69,898  84 

Amount  due  from  the  general  fund 
to  the  common  school  and  lite- 
rature funds,  as  follows,  viz  : 

To  the  com.  school  fund  capital,  •  •  83,463  86 

Revenue,        100,678  60        184,148  45 

Amount  carried  forward, $184,148*45 
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Amount  brought  forward, •  •  •  •  •         $184,143  45 

To  the  literature  fund,  viz :  capital,      $16^780  54 

Revenue,        12,790  77  29,571  81 

Total  amount  due  from  the  gene* 

ral  fund,  to  specific  funds, » 213,713  76 

From  which  deduct  the  balance  in 

the  treasury,  on  the  SOth  No* 

▼ember,  1830,  as  above, ;  •        69,893  84 

And  there  will  remain  a  deficit  of 
means  in  the  treasury,  to  meet 
the  debt  to  the  specific  funds,  of, « ^143,819  92 


fapencitfurss  ^  f&s  ysor  1830,  over  a'^A  abav€  the  income  of  the 

Oeneral  FufUL 
Principal  of  bonds  and  mortgages 

for    lands,  received,  and    ex* 

pended, $23,267  27 

do.    of    do.  for  loans  to  indi* 

viduals,  fltc.  received  and  ex* 

pended, 17,124  59 

do.    of  miscellaneous  bonds, 

received  and  expended, •  •  •    158  43 

First  payments  on  sales  of  lands, 

received  and  expended, «         25,298  66 

Mohawk  Bank  Stock,  received  and 

expended,.. ••  ••••.% 5,000  00 

Increased  deficit  of  means  in  the 

treasury,  on  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1830,  to  meet  the  debt  to 

the  specific  funds,  beyond  the 

deficit  on  the  1st  Dec.   1829, 

vix  :  deficit  on  the  1st  Decem- 
ber, 1830, #143,819  92 

From  which  deduct  the  deficit  on 

the  1st  Dec.  1829, 113,571  58  30,248  34 


^Ml^ 


Making  the  expenditure  of  the 
year,  over  the  income, « $101,097  29 

[A.  No.  87.]  2 


10  [AUBMBI^T 

The  debt  standing  against  the  treasurj,  oii  the  1st  dajr  of  Decem- 
ber last|  as  is  shown  by  the  foregoing  abstract  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of 
jear  18S0,  was  |^14S,819»9S,  beyond  any  means  then  existing  and 
available  for  payment.     That  debt,  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal 
year,  was  $113^671  •  68,  a  sum  le^s  than  its  present  amoant,    by 
1^309  248.34.     The  estimated  receipts  for  the  last  year,  exceeded 
the  estimated  expenditures,  by  the  sum  of  ^7,600,  and,  as  it  was 
then  supposed  that  this  excess  wonid  be  applicable  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  then  existing  debt,  it  was  computed  that  the  debt  against 
the  treasury  at  the  close  of  that  year,  would  be  reduced    (o 
1^75^971.58.     Instead  of  that  reduction,  an  increase  of  more  than 
1^30,000  has  been  experienced,  and  the  balance  now  unpaid,  and 
without  the  means  of  payment,  is  larger  than  was  thea  anticipated, 
by  the  sum  of  $67,848.34. 

The  estimated  ordinary  expenses  of  the  goTernment, 

for  the  year  1831,  are,  as  seen  by  the  estimate,. ..  $302,200  00 

The  estimated  receipts   from  the  generai  fund,  for    ' 

the  same  year,  are, ...••      1 15^500  00 


^■^«**iM*wM«*a 


Leaving  a  deficiency  in  the  estimated  receipts  ^ 
meet  the  estimated  expenses,  of •  •  f  188,700  00 

This  sum,  therefore,  at  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  must 
remain  to  be  added  to  the  present  debt  against  the  treasury,  and  to 
swell  that  debt  to  more  than  $332,000.  This  top  is  without  aay  al- 
lowance for  unforeseen  expenditures,  or  extraordinary  appropria- 
tions, during  the  year ;  while  f he  above  comparison  between  the 
estimates  and  expenditures  for  the  past  year,  will  show  that  very 
considerable  augmentations  of  this  debt,  beyond  its  estimated 
amount,  must  be  expected  from  these  causes. 

The  very  great  difference  between  the  estimated  receipts  of  the 
present  and  the  past  year,  will  not  fail  to  attract  the  attention,  while 
the  eause  of  the  variance  may  not  present  itself  to  the  minds  of  aU. 
In  the  estimate  of  the  last  year,  $150,000  were  includcMiaSithe.eon- 
templated  receipts  from  the  tax  qale,  while  no  such  sale  is  to  take 
place  during  the  present  year  ^  and  the  ordinary  receipts  from  ar- 
rears of  taxes  outst^ding,  may  be  expected  to  be  uncommonly  lo% 
in  consequence  of  the  diminished  amount  of  the  unpaid  balnea, 
and  the  unusual  payments  which  always  precede  the  press  occasioned 
bj  a  sale.    This  item  of  income,  it  is  believed,  is  estimated  as  high 
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as  it  mil  b^ar,  at  $4,000.  Duriog  tte  last  year,  a  ligorona  attempt 
was  made  to  collect  the  arreara  of  interest  upon  the  land  obiiga* 
tions,  and  the  estimated  receipts  from  that  source  haying  been  made 
with  reference  to  these  collections,  were  put  $40,000  higher  than 
the  same  estimates  for  the  present  year. 

From  these  causes  has  principally  arisen  the  difference  between 
the  two  estimates ;  and  still  as  similar  collections  are  to  be  made 
during  the  present  year,  in  all  cases  where  more  than  two  years  of 
interest  remains  due,  and  where  the  Legislature  have  not  otherwise 
directed,  the  estimate  of  receipts  from  these  obligations  for  18^1,  is 
more  than  the  sum  ordinarily  realized  when  heavier  balances  were 
outstanding,  but  when  forced  collections  were  not  resorted  to. 

A  considerable  iucrease  of  the  ordinary  expenses  will  also  be 
discovered,  by  a  comparison  of  the  estimate  of  the  present  with 
that  for  the  last  3rear.  Nearly  the  whole  of  this  increase  will  be 
accounted  for  by  thp  fact  that  estimates  for  the  deficiencies  in  the 
revenues  of  the  Oswego,  and  Cayuga  and  Seneca  canals,  to  meet 
the  payments  chargeable  upon  them,  amounting  to  $S2,500,  and 
which  deficiencies  are^  by  the  act  of  the  20th  April,  1830,  made 
permanently  chargeable  upoii  the  general  fund,  are  included  in  the 
estimate  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  present  year. 

It  may  be  proper  In  this  place  also  to  notice  the  dtflference  be- 
tween the  estimates  of  the  payments  from  the  treasury,  for  the  last 
year,  and  the  actual  payments  which  appear  to  have  been  made,  so 
far  as  tbey  affect  the  general  Tuhd.  The  estimated  amount  of  ordi- 
nary expenses  for  the  last  year  was  |^264,000,  and  the  actual  pay- 
ments from  the  treasury  for  the  same  year,  for  account  of  the  gene- 
ral fund,  amount  to  $415,019.99,  a  sum  greater  than  the  estimated 
ordinary  expenses,  by $161,019  99 

The  following  payments,  not  contem- 

{dated  in  the  estimate,  will  account 

for  the  most 'of  this  excess: 
To  county  treasurers,  for  balances  due 

to  them  on  settlement,  of  their  ac- 

counts  iot  non-resident  taxes, ......     $49 ,  9S8  77 


Carried  fofward, $49, 938  77    151 ,019  99 


It  [Asnnan.T 

Brought  forward, $49,9S8  77     161,019  99 

Deficiencies  in  the  Oswego  cand  fond, 
to  meet  the  charges  upon  it,  made 
chargeable  upon  the  general  fund,  bj 
chap.  288,  of  the  laws  of  the  last 
session, 14,874  60 

Deficiencies  in  the  revenue  of  the  Cay- 
uga and  Seneca  canal,  to  meet  the  in- 
terest of  its  debt  and  the  costs  of 
superintendence  and  repairs,  made 
chargeable  upon  the  general  fund  by 
the  sameact, 20,906  09 

Appropriation  by  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  Nathan  Underwood,  chap.  264,  of 
the  last  session, 2,081  38 

Appropriation  by  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  Ezra  Thorp,  chap.  SOI,  of  the 
laws  of  the  last  session,  •  •  •  • •  210  00 

Appropriation  by  act,  chap.  66,  of  the 
last  session,  for  survey  of  canal 
routes, 1,000  00 

Appropriation  by  act,  chap.  114,  of  the 
last  session,  for  the  survey  of  canal 
routes,. 600  00 

Appropriation  by  act,  chap*  334,  sec.  8, 
of  the  last  session,  for  the  survey  of 
canal  routes, • •••  ^6  64 

Appropriation  by  the  act,  chap.  331,  of 
the  last  session,  for  building  an  addi- 
tion to  the  Sing'Sing  state  prison,  ••       10,000  00 


Making  in  all, • $99,406  S8 


And  leaving  a  balance^  of  the  excess  of  payments 
for  the  year  over  the  estimates,  of •  •  •     $61 ,613  61 

This  balance  will  be  accounted  for  mostly,  by  the  payments  of 
moneys  coming  into  the  treasury  from  redemptions  of  lands  sold  for 
taxes,  from  taxes  levied  to  make  roads,  and  irom  other  miscellaneous 
sources,  where  the  State  is  the  mere  agent  to  receive  and  pay  tbe 
moneys,  without  any  effect  upon  any  of  its  funds,  either  from  the 
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nceipts  or  paymentfl.    The  first  of  the  above  items  is  a  regular  an* 
naal  paymenti  uncertain  only  in  amount,  and  should  not  be  consi- 
dered as  unanticipated,  but  for  the  fact,  which  is  not  usual,  that  the 
whole  receipts  from  the  arrears  of  taxes  for  the  last  year,  will  be 
found  to  form  a  part  of  the  estimate  of  the  means  of  the  year,  while 
Dotliing  is  embraced  in  the  estimate  of  expenditures,  to  meet  this 
payment.     Still  the  general  fund  is  not  really  affected  by  this  ad- 
yanee,  as  the  amount  is  only  invested,  and  to  be  returned  with  in* 
iexvst,  when  the  taxes  shall  be  colleetcd  for  which  the  advance  is 
made.     The  second  and  third  of  the  above  items  have  now  become 
regular  subjects  of  chai^  upon  the  general  fund,  and  therefore  are 
made  to  constitute  a  part  of  the  estimated  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
govemment.    The  residue  of  those  items  are  entirely  misceUaneous. 

It  will  not  escape  attention,  when  the  above  state  of  the  treasury 
18  examined,  that,  during  the  last  year,  the  sum  of  |^70,848.95  of 
tbe  principal  moneys  of  the  general  fund  have  been  received  into 
die  treasury,  and  expended  to  meet  the  calls  of  the  year,  over  and 
above  the  whole  income  of  that  fund,  and  over  and  above  the  debt 
contracted  to  the  special  funds  for  the  use  of  moneys  belonging  to 
them,  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  available  means. 

The  changes  in  the  capital  of  the  general  fund,  during  the  last 
fiscal  year,  will  be  found  to  have  been  considerable,  and  to  have 
been  mostly  produced  by  the  efforts  to  collect  the  arrears  of  inte- 
rest due  upon  the  land  obligations.  The  result  of  these  efforts  has 
been  the  re-sale,  by  the  Surveyor-General,  of  many  of  the  lots,  the 
bonds  for  which  were  delivered  to  him,  and  the  purchase  by 
bim,  for  the  state,  of  a  very  large  share  of  the  whole  number  of 
lots  sold.  As  he  is  bound  to  bid  the  amount  due  to  the  state  upon 
tbe  lot,  the  effect  of  his  purchases  will  necessarily  be  to  diminish, 
to  the  amount  of  his  bids,  the  item  of  bonds  for  lands ;  which 
diminution  must  continue  as  long  as  the  lands  bid  in  remain  un- 
sold.  Of  the  mortgi^ges  also  handed  to  the  Attorney-General,  ma> 
ny  have  been  foreclosed,  and  many  of  the  lands  sold;  but  a 
small  number  only  of  these  lots  have  been  bid  in  for  the  state,  the 
mortgaged  premises,  in  most  instances,  bringing  the  amount  of  prin- 
cipal and  interest  charged  upon  them.  The  payments  into  the 
treasury  of  principal  moneys,  have  also  contributed  largely  to  dimi* 
mimsh  the  capital  of  this  fund^  as  will  be  seen  by  the  amount  above 
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mentioiied,  of  priocipal  moneys  received  and  expended  durkig  tb» 
Iftst  year. 

A  dividend  of  50  per  cent  upon  the  stock  held  by  the  state  in  the 
Mechanics'  and  Farmers'  Bank  of  Albany  was  made  during  the  last 
year,  and  at  the  time  the  dividend  became  payable,  a  call  of  five 
dollars  upqn  each  share  of  the  stock  was  made.  This  has  produ- 
ced the  change  in  the  amount  of  that  stock. 

Pursuant  to  the  ISth  sec.  of  tit.  8,  chap.  8,  of  the  first  part  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes,  the  five  thousand  dollars  of  stock,  owned  by  the  iltita 
in  the  Mohawk  Bank,  was  sold  at  par,  deliverable  on  the  first  (ky  of 
July  last,  but  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  Comptrolleri 
was  not  delivered  until  after  that  period.  The  money  received  lor 
the  stock  was  paid  into  the  treasury  as  soon  as  realized.  Thii 
transaction  accouoits  for  that  diminution  of  the  capital  of  the  gene: 
ral  fund. 

The  entire  changes  in  that  capital,  for  the  year  1830,  have  beaa 
as  follows : 


Stock  of    the  Mechanics'  and^  Farmers' 

Bank, $4,225  00 

do    MohawkBank, $5,000  00 

Bonds  and  mortgages  for  lands  sold, 13,925  77 

do  do  for  loans,  &c 17 ,  124  59 

do  do  for  sundry  debts  due 

the  state, 158  4S 


• 


$4,225  00  |36,208  79 

4,225  W 

Showing  a  nett  diminution,  within  the  last  year,  in  the 

capital  of  thb  fund,  of $31,98$  79 

while  the  large  receipts  from  first  payments  upon  the  sales  of  lands, 
ahow  that  the  lands  remaining  the  property  of  this  fund,  are  not  on- 
ly selling  rapidly,  but  that  heavy  first  payments  are  made,  and  con- 
sequently, that  the  avails  of  that  branch  of  the  fund  are  undergoing 
a  more  hurried  diminution  than  that  part  of  its  capital  eidstingin  se- 
curities. 


Of  the  estimated  receipts  for  the  present  year,  but  $78,500  can 
be  called,  in  any  sense,  revenue  ;  and  this,  it  is  believed,  is  the  pre- 
sent extent  of  the  ability  of  the  general  fund,  and  of  the  sources  of 
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revenue  appropriated  to  it,  to  produce  annual  income.  The  residue 
of  the  anticipated  receipts,  amounting  to  ^35,000,  are  from  pay- 
ments of  capital,  and  necessarilj,  therefore,  subtract,  to  the  amount 
of  such  payments,  from  the  future  ability  of  the  fund  to  produce  re- 
venue. 

The  estimate  of  ordinary  expenses, it  has  been  seen,  is  $188,700 
more  than  the  whole  amount  of  estimated  receipts  both  irom  capital 
and  revenue,  thus  exhibiting,  if  the  estimates  are  not  widely  erro- 
neous, an  amount  of  expenditure  for  ordinary  purposes  during  the 
present  year,  very  considerably  more  than  double  the  whole  amount 
of  anticipated  receipts.  To  this  deficiency  for  the  current  year  is 
to  be  added  the  amount  of  the  debt  shown  to  be  due  at  the  close  of 
the  last  year,  from  the  general  fund  to  the  common  school  and  lite- 
rature funds,  over  and  above  any  balance  of  money  in  the  treasury, 
being  ^1 43,8 1 9  •  92.  These  sums  together,  amounting  to  $332,5 1 9  •  92, 
ebnstitute  the  calls  upon  the  treasury  which  may  be  anticipated  du- 
riog  the  now  current  year,  beyond  any  anticipated  means  to  be  de- 
derived  from  the  ordinary  receipts  from  the  general  fund,  and  the 
aoareea  of  revenue  appropriated  tuthat  fund. 

In  the  last  annual  report  from  this  office,  a  detailed  statement  was 
given  of  the  provisions  existing  in  the  present  laws,  and  of  the  means 
within  the  power  of  the  Comptroller,  without  the  aid  of  further  te- 
giftlation,  to  supply  the  treasury  with  funds  to  meet  any  deficiencies 
in  the  annual  receipts.  As  no  material  change  has  taken  place  since 
that  report  was  made,  affecting  the  practicability  of  a  resort,  either 
to  the  provisions  of  the  law  referred  to,  or  to  the  means  pointed  out 
in  that  communication,  the  Legislature  are  respectfully  referred  to 
the  suggestions  there  made,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  a  tiresome  re- 
petition. 

The  bank  stock  now  composing  part  of  the  capital  of  the  general 
fund,  and  believed  to  possess  any  value,  consists  of  three  items  on- 
ly, amounting  together  to  $91,965.  The  two  smaller  parcels  of  thia 
stock  may  probably  be  sold  at  any  period,  at  their  fair  mai^et  price, 
which  is  believed  to  be  somewhat  above  the  nominal  value  of  the 
stock  ;  but  if  tho  public  reports  are  to  be  taken  as  the  correct  indi- 
cations of  the  prices  of  stocks,  the  remaining  parcel  will  not,  at  the 
present  time,  command  its  par  value,  nor  indeed  such  a  price  as 
would  seem  to  be  warranted  by  the  dividends  received  upon  it ; 
which,  during  the  laat  year,  have  been  a  fraction  more  than  5|  per 
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oent.  The  ComptroUer  will,  however,  feel  himself  bound,  when- 
ever  the  state  of  the  tieasuiy  shall  require  it,  to  call  upon  the  Go- 
vernor for  his  advice  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  any  or  all  of  these 
stocks,  unless  he  should  bo  otherwise  directed  by  the  Legislature. 

The  efforts  made  during  the  last  year,  in  collecting  the  arrears  of 
interest  only  upon  the  securities  which  compose  the  remaining  part 
of  the  capital  of  the  general  fund,  have  furnished  strong  e\  idenee 
upon  which  to  found  the  belief  that  any  attempt  to  supply  the  trea- 
sury by  forced  collections  of  principal  due  upon  these  securities, 
would,  in  a  large  majority  of  cases,  produce  real  distress  to  the  debt- 
ors, and  bring  very  little  into  the  hands  of  the  state,  other  than  the 
elands  it  has  sold.  Little  more,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Comptroller,  can  be  expected  from  this  source,  whatever  maj  be 
the  course  taken,  than  the  amounts  estimated  to  be  received. 

If  these  anticipations  are  well  founded,  it  would  seem  that  Ae 
reeort  to  loans,  authorised  by  law,  will  be  indispensable  during  the 
present  year,  should  the  Legislature  provide  no  other  resource  from 
which  the  calls  upon  the  treasury  may  be  met.  The  saggestiona  in 
the  last  annual  report,  as  to  the  time  for  which  these  loans  must  now 
be  made,  are  respectfully  referred  to,  as  it  may  be  thought  advisa- 
ble to  render  that  time  more  definite. 

Among  the  duties  enjoined  by  the  law  requiring  this  report,  is 
that  of  suggesting  plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  publie  revenues. 
That  the  revenues  appropriated  to,  and  derivable  from  the  general 
fund,  require  improvement,  to  answer  the  objects  for  which  that 
fund  has  been  instituted,  and  hitherto  sustained,  is  without  qaes- 
tion.  That  collections  from  the  capital  of  this  fund  cannot  be  made 
to  answer,  for  any  considerable  period,  the  wants  of  the  treaSQiy, 
is  equally  clear.  The  choice,  therefore,  of  plans  for  improving  this 
branch  of  the  public  revenues,  would  seem  to  be  confined  to  two  al- 
ternatives, viz :  that  of  borrowing  money  upon  the  credit  of  the 
state  to  meet  the  deficiencies,  which  may,  from  time  to  time,  be 
found  to  exist  in  the  treasury  ;  or  that  of  adopting  some  mode  of 
taxation  which  shall  eventually  supersede  the  necessity  of  other 
aid  to  this  fund.  The  opinions  of  the  Comptroller  upon  these  points, 
formed  upon  mature  deliberation,  and  after  much  examination  into 
the  history  and  present  power  of  the  fund  to  produce  revenue,  aod 
the  plan  of  improvement  recommended  by  him,  and  which,  in  his 
judgment,  it  would  be  most  wise  to  adopt,  will  be  found  in  his  last 
annual  report  to  the  Legislature.    The  detail  at  that  time  given  to 
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rapport  his  oonelttsionsi  cannot  now  require  repetition,  thoagh  the 
facts  presented  may  be  interesting  to  some,  and  are  therefore  re- 
speetfiiUj  referred  to. 

In  the  recommendation  then  made,  of  imposing  a  general  tax  up- 
on the  real  and  personal  property  within  the  state,  to  be  IcTied  and 
collected  upon  the  same  principles  which  govern  the  assessment  and 
coUection  of  the  ordinary  town  and  county  taxes,  as  a  mode  of  sup- 
plying the  treasury,  and  a  plan  of  improving  this  branch  of  the 
public  revenue,  far  preferable  to  a  system  of  borrowing  money, 
and  accumulating  a  puhlic  debt,  the  fullest  confidence  is  stUl  enter- 
Uined ;  and,  if  the  Comptroller  be  not  mistaken  in  the  belief  that 
one  of  these  alternatives  must  be  adopted,  he  unhesitatingly  recom- 
mends the  former  to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature. 

SCHOOL  FUND. 

On  the  SOth  day  of  November,  1829,  the  sum  of  |46,091.72,  of 
principal  moneys  belonging  to  the  school  fund,  remained  in  the  trea- 
sury to  be  invested.  Of  this  amount  |11,174.00,  were  invested  as 
of  the  Ist  January,  1830,  in  canal  stock,  issued  for  the  Cayuga  and 
Seneca  canal,  pursuant  to  the  act,  chap.  825,  of  the  laws  of  1829. 
llu-ee  several  loans  have  also,  during  the  past  year,  been  made 
fi^m  the  capital  moneys  of  this  fund  as  follows,  to  wit :  To  the  coun- 
ty of  Broome,  pursuant  to  Chap.  25,  of  1830,  $4,600.  To  the  coun- 
ty of  Cattaraugus,  pursuant  to  Chap.  109,  of  the  same  year,  $3,300; 
and  to  the  county  of  Clinton,  pursuant  to  Chap.  261,  of  the  same 
year,  $9,500.  Showing  the  whole  amount  of  investments,  within 
the  last  fiscal  year,  to  be  $28,474.  The  amount  of  the  capital  of 
this  fund  remaining  uninvested,  on  the  30th  November  last,  has  in- 
creased, by  the  usual  receipts  of  the  year  1830,  to  the  sum  of 
$83,463  •  85.  No  opportunities  of  investment,  authorised  by  the  ex- 
isting laws,  have  presented  themselves  which  have  not  been  im- 
proved, and  yet  it  has  been  found  impracticable  to  make  invest- 
ments, at  rates  which  were  considered  for  the  interest  of  the  fund, 
so  as  to  keep  pace  with  the  receipts  of  capital  moneys  into  the  trei^ 
sury.  The  fact,  that  the  loan-officers,  and  commbsioners  of  loans  of 
the  several  counties  of  the  state,  are  now  directed  by  law  not  to  re- 
loan  principal  moneys  received  by  them,  but  to  pay  the  same  into 
the  treasury,  has,  during  the  past  year,  and  will,  for  the  future,  in* 
crease  very  considerably  the  annual  receipts  of  these  moneys.  It 
may,  therefore,  be  necessary  for  the  Legislature  to  extend  the  pro- 
visions at  present  existing  in  relation  to  these  investments ;  and  it 
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is  reapeetfully  suggested  whether  some  provision,  connected  with 
the  making  of  loans  upon  the  credit  of  the  state,  so  far  as  any  such 
loans  shall  remain  to  be  made  by  virtue  of  any  existing  law,  or  may 
be  directed  to  be  made  by  any  future  law,  does  not  present  the 
most  safe  and  suitable  opportunity,  within  the  power  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  ensure  a  prompt  investment  of  such  portions  of  the  capital 
of  this  fund,  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  remain  in  the  treasury. 

The  revenue  from  this  fund,  for  the  last  year,  has  fallen  some* 
thing  short  of  the  estimate,  but  has,  for  the  first  time  in  several 
years,  exceeded  the  amount  directed  to  be  annually  distributed. 
The  receipts  have  been  (100,678.60 ;  yielding  an  excess  beyond 
the  distribution,  of  only  $678.60.  The  estimate  for  the  present 
year,  if  realized,  will  also  meet  the  sum  to  be  distributed,  and  may, 
if  the  capital  in  the  treasury  is  soon  invested,  somewhat  exceed  that 
amount ;  but  it  is  not  probable,  in  any  event,  that  an  excess  so 
large,  as  to  authorise  any  alteration  in  the  distribution,  will  be  at 
present  received. 

LITERATURE  FUND. 

■ 

Pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  act  of  the  16th  April  last, 
(30,977.14  in  amount,  of  bonds  for  lands  belonging  to  the  Osivego 
canal  fund,  have  been  transferred  to  .the  literature  fund,  in  exchange 
for  an  equal  amount  of  Erie  and  .Champlain  canal  stock,  belongiDg 
to  the  literature  fund,  and  held  by  the  Regents  of  the  University 
In  trust  for  that  fund.  The  effect  of  this  transfer  upon  this  fund  has 
been  to  change  that  amount  of  the  capital  from  the  hands  of  the  Re- 
gents to  this  office,  and  to  add  to  the  fund  the  above  amount  of  bonds 
drawing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent  for  the  same  amount  of  stock 
drawing  five  per  cent.  There  is  now  in  the  treasury  of  capital  mo- 
neys belonging  to  this  fund,  $16,780.54,  in  relation  to  the  invest- 
ment of  which,  the  same  observations  will  apply,  which  have  been 
before  made  in  reference  to  the  investment  of  the  school  fund  mo- 
neys. No  investment  of  any  part  of  the  capital  of  this  fund,  in 
charge  of  the  Comptroller,  has  been  made  within  the  last  year,  for 
the  same  reasons  which  have  suffered  larger  amounts  of  the  school 
fund  moneys  to  remain  uninvested. 

The  revenue  received  at  the  treasury  during  the  last  year,  belong- 
ing to  this  fund,  amounted  to  $12,790.77,  and  the  estimated  reve- 
nue for  the  present  year,  both  upon  the  capital  in  the  hands  of  the 
Regents  and  in  this  office,  is  $16,600; 08. 
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COUNTY  LOANS. 

All  the  principal  moneys  upon  the  loan  of  1788,  which  were  un- 
paid on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May,  1829,  became  on  that  day  due  and 
payable.  The  officers  having  charge  of  that  loan  were  instructed* 
with  as  little  delay  as  should  be  found  consistent  with  the  safety  of 
collections,  and  a  due  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  debtors,  to  make 
a  final  close  of  it.    There  was  then  outstanding,  of  principal  of  this 

loan, $80,095  SI 

There  was  paid  of  principal  in  1829, ;{9^4SO  21 

do  do  do  1830, 10,507  78 

19,937  99 


Leaving  of  the  principal  of  this  loan,  yet  unpaid,  only  j|10,16Y  82 


It  is  believed  that  the  present  year  will  produce  a  final  payment 
of  the  whole  loan,  unless  there  should  be  some  losses  sustained 
which  the  counties  may  not  be  prepared  to  make  up,  until  the  collect 
tion  of  another  annual  tax. 


While  upon  the  subject  of  the  liability  of  the  counties  for 
loan,  it  is  proper  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  sectien 
46,  of  title  2,  chapter  12,  of  the  first  part  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
The  Comptroller  has  been  led  to  believe  that  the  provisions  of  that 
section,  if  he  rightly  understands  them,  were  extended  to  the  loans 
of  1786  and  1792  by  inadvertence,  and  not  through  any  intention  in 
the  Legislature  to  discharge  the  counties  from  their  liability  to  make 
good  all  losses  sustained  in  either  of  these  loans.  The  officers  in 
whose  charge  these  loans  are,  continue  to  be  appointed  by  the  boards 
of  supervisors  of  their  respective  counties,  and  to  give  bail  to  them; 
and  it  cannot  be  true  (hat  the  Legislature  designed  to  make  the  state 
responsible  for  the  acts  of  officers,  whose  sole  duty  consists  in  mana« 
ging  funds  originally  loaned  upon  the  credit  of  their  counties,  with- 
out having  transferred  into  the  hands  of  the  state  authorities  the 
control  over  the  appointment  and  removal  of  such  officers,  and  with- 
out having  made  them  responsible  to  the  state,  instead  of  the  coun- 
ty for  which  they  act.  This  conclusion  is  alsocon'firmed  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  section  of  the  former  law  of  which  this  is  th^  revision. 
(See  laws  of  1824,  page  341,  sec.  5.)  In  the  original  provision 
the  term  ^^  Loan-Officers''  is  not  found,  and  the  provision  of  the 

• 

eeetion  being  restricted  to  lands  bid  in  '^  by  commissioners  of  loans'* 
10  entirely  confined  to  losses  sustained  in  the  loan  of  1806,  which  is 
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in  the  charge  of  these  last  named  officers.  The  mistake  maj  easily 
have  occurred  by  not  having  obsenred,  in  this  particular  instance, 
the  effect  of  confounding  the  terms  *^  Loan-Officers''  and  *^  Commis- 
sioners of  Loans.^'  The  former  officers  have  the  clarge  of  the  loans 
of  1786  and  1792 ;  they  are  appointed  by  the  boards  of  supervisors 
of  their  counties  ;  are  removable  by  them,  and  are  responsible  only 
to  them ;  and  the  counties  were  originally,  and  have  continued  to  be, 
held  responsible  to  make  good  all  losses  sustained  in  either  of  these 
loans.  The  latter  officers,  the  Commissioners  of  Loans,  or  commis- 
sioners for  loaning  money,  are  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Se- 
nate, give  bail  to  the  state,  and  have  charge  of  the  loan  of  1808— 
for  the  losses  in  which  loan,  the  state  is,  and  always  has  been,  re- 
sponsible. 

A  single  instance  has  existed  during  the  last  year,  where  a  ^^  loan- 
officer"  has  demanded  credit  upon  the  books  of  this  office,  aecwd- 
ing  to  the  provisions  of  the  section  referred  to;  but  so  confident 
was  the  Comptroller  that  the  Legislature  could  not  have  intended  to 
extend  these  provisions  to  the  loans  for  which  the  eoimties  were  re* 
sponsible,  that  he  declined  giving  the  credit  until  he  could  have  an 
opportunity  of  presenting  the  question  to  the  Legislature* 

That  duty  is  now  performed,  and  he  respectfully  asks  the  atten- 
tion of  that  body  to  the  subject,  as,  unless  otherwise  instraeted,  ha 
shall  feel  bound  to  consider  the  provision  as  intended  to  extend  to 
all  the  county  loans.  The  result  of  such  a  construction,  and  of  the 
continuance  of  the  law,  must  inevitably  be  a  oonsidefable  loss  to 
the  capital  of  the  school  fund,  as  is  abundantly  proved  by  the  ire* 
quent  and  heavy.losses  sustained  in  the  loan  of  1808. 

The  provisions  of  the  47th  section  of  the  same  title,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Comptroller,  ought  to  be  extended  to  cases  similar  to 
those  provided  for  by  the  section,  but  happening  before  that  law 
was  passed.  There  are  now  several  cases  where,  upon  the  books 
of  this'  office,  the  officers  and  commissioners  appear  to  be  in  arrear 
with  their  payments  of  interest,  and  where  the  deficit  is  satisfacto- 
rily shown  to  have  arisen  from  the  entire  inability  of  4he  officers  to 
loan  the  money.  The  great  iniquity  of  such  a  proceeding  has  hith- 
'Crto  prevented  putting  the  bonds  of  such  officers  in  suit  to  recover 
the  interest  accruing  while  the  moneys  remained  in  their  bands, 
because  they  could  not  loan  them  upon  the  terms  required  by  the 
law.  Still,  however,  there  is  no  power  to  give  them  credit,  or  to 
vrithdraw  the  charge  made  for  this  interest,  but  on  the  contrary,  it 
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ii  die  tediBical  dutjr  of  the  Comptroller  to  direct  suits  to  be  institu- 
ted  against  them. 

Another  suggestion  connected  with  the  loan  of  1808  seems  to  be 
neeeasary*  The  direction  to  credit  the .  commissioners  in  cases  of 
loas,  18  contained  in  the  46th  section  abore  referred  to,  and  is  con- 
fined exclusively  to  cases  where  the  mortgaged  premises  have  been 
sold  and  bid  in  for  the  state.  Several  cases  are  now  known  to  ex- 
ist of  the  following  description.  The  premises  mortgaged  to  the 
commissioners  were  previously  incumbered  by  mortgages  or  judg- 
ments, and  have  subsequently  been  sold  under  such  prior  incum- 
brances, by  which  an  unquestionable  title  has  been  secured  to, 
and  perfected  in,  the  purchaser.  Still,  the  only  way  in  which  the 
commissioners  can  indemnify  themselves  against  the  charge  upon  the 
books  of  this  office,  for  the  money  so  lost,  is  to  follow  the  course 
pointed  out  by  the  law  under  which  they  act,  and  go  through  the 
farms  and  expense  of  advertising  and  selling  the  premises,  and  bid- 
ding them  in  for  the  state,  when,  under  the  section  referred  to, 
and  upon  the  conditions  therein  presciibed,  they  wiQ  entitle  them- 
selves to  credits  here,  not  only  for  the  money  so  loaned' and  lost,  but 
for  die  expenses  of  the  foreclosure  and  sale.  This,  however,  they 
are  reluctant  to  do,  when  they  know  that  not  a  shadow  of  title  will 
be  acquired  for  the  state  by  t^e  proceeding,  and  that  the  expense  in- 
cnrred  will  be  so  much  added  to  the  ascertained  loss  of  the  mortga- 
ged money  and  interest  in  arrear. 

All  these  6ases,  as  yet  known  to  exist,  are  cases  where  the  mort- 
gagea  were  taken  aumy  years  ago>  end  by  commissioners  not  now  in 
office,  but  who,  together  with  their  bail,  are  reported  to  be  entirely 
insolvent,  and  some  of  whom  have  been  ascertained  to  be  so  from 
recoveries  bad  in  favor  of  the  state,  for  other  official  delinquencies 
previously  ascertained,  and  in  which  collections  cannot  be  made. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  every  c^se  of  this  kind  must  present 
presumptive  evidence  of  fraud  or  gross  negligence,  on  the  part  of 
the  commissionei'  making  the  loan  ;  but  it  is  not  perceived  that  any 
thing  can  be  gained  by  compelling  his  successor  to  foreclose  and  sell 
the  premises  upon  which  he  knows  the  mortgage,  under  which  his 
sale  ia  made,  forms  no  valid  lien,  merely  that  he  may  indemnify  him- 
self against  a  charge  for  the  money  purporting  to  be  secured  by  the 
deceptive  instrument ;  and  certainly,  the  costs  of  the 
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may  be  saved  by  enabling  him  to  obtain  that  credit  without  intm- 
ring  them.  « 

The  propriety  of  some  provision  to  reach  these  cases,  without 
unnecessary  expense  to  the  loan,  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the 
Legislature. 

Another  case  under  this  loan,  of  the  following  description,  is  pre- 
sented. A.  gives  a  mortgage  to  the  commissioners,  upon  whieh  he 
obtains  a  loan,  but  neglects  entirely  to  pay  the  interest  The  sonir 
missioners,  being  the  successors  of  those  who  made  the  loan,  ad- 
vertise and  sell  the  premises,  and  at  their  sale,  B.  bids  the  amoiut 
of  principal,  interest,  and  cost  due  upon  the  mortgage  given  by  A., 
pays  the  interest  and  costs,  and  executes  to  the  commissioners  anew 
mortgage  upon  the  same  premises  to  secure  the  principal.  Iti8afke^ 
wards  ascertained  that  the  mortgi^e  given  by  A.  did  not  form  a  Tilid 
lien  upon  the  land  described  in  it,  either  on  account  of  a  defeet  is 
his  title,  or  on  account  of  incumbrances  existing  prior  to  his  mort- 
gage to  the  commissioners ;  and,  therefore,  that  B.,  by  his  bid  attbe 
commissioners'  sale,  acquired  no  title  to  the  land.  Upon  this  diaeo- 
very,  B.  declines  to  make  further  payment  of  interest,  and  the  com* 
missioners  again  advertise  and  sell  the  premises  on  account  of  the 
-default  of  B.,  when,  no  person  appearing  to  bid  the  amount,  they  are 
bid  in  for  the  state.  The  commissioners  then  in  oflSce  present  the 
origins  Imortgage  of  B.,  with  the  account  of  principal,  and  interest, 
And  cost  due  at  the  time  of  this  second  sale,  and  their  release  to  the 
state,  and  demand  credit  upon  the  books  of  this  office,  under  the 
46th  section  of  the  law.  That  credit  ^nnot  be  given,  because  it  is 
conceded  that  B.  is  perfectly  responsible  for  the  amount  due  npon 
the  mortgage,  and  the  usual  covenants  of  personal  liability,  in  case 
of  failure  of  the  premises  to  bring  the  money,  are  contained  in  thiff 
AS  in  all  other  mortgages,  for  this  loan.  B.  declines  to  pay  upon  the 
covenants,  alleging  in  his  defence,  that  he  took  title  from  the  com- 
missioners which  has  failed  altogether,  and  that  in  fact  they  hadao- 
'thing  to  sell  at  the  sale,  when  he  became  the  bidder ;  that  be  ga^e 
^hem  in  security  all  they  conveyed  to  him,  and  paid  the  interest  and 
>oosts  besides,  and  that  the  premises  were  ample  security  if  the  title 
liad  not  failed.  This  latter  fact  is  admitted  on  the  part  of  the  com* 
anissioners. 

The  opinion  is  entertained  that,  under  this  state  of  facts,  theeom- 
snissioners  cannot  recover  against  B.  upon  the  covenants  in  hisfl^'^' 
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gige^  tnd  if  that  opinion  be  considered  sound  by  the  Legislature^ 
it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  these  ofiBcers  ought  to  be  enabled  to 
obtain  credit  for  the  amount  due  upon  this  mortgage  with  which 
they  now  stand  charged,  and  with  the  interest  upon  which  they  are 
amiuaUy  debited.  But  a  single  case  of  this  kind  has,  as  yety  been 
reported  to  this  office,  though  others  may  exist  in  the  course  of  do* 
sing  up  this  loan. 

In  addition  to  the  suggestions  above  made  on  the  subject  of  the 
county  loans,  the  Legislature  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  remarks 
under  this  head,  made  in  the  last  annual  report  from  this  office,  and 
especially  to  thoso  in  relation  to  the  settlement  oi  the  accounts  with 
those  counties  where  differences,  as  yet  inexplicable,  exist  between 
the  account  kept  here  and  that  kept  by  the  officers  having  charge  of 
the  loans. 

DOCKETS  OF  JUDGMENTS  IN  THE  U,  S.  COURTS, 

By  the  17th  title  of  chapter  8,  part  Sd  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
the  clerks  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  New-York  and  Utica  are  requi« 
red.to  procure,  firom  the  cleiks  of  the  district  courts  in  the  southern 
and  northern  districts  of  the  state,  certified  copies  of  the  dockets  of 
judgments  rendered  in  their  respective  courts,  or  in  the  circuit  courts 
for  their  districts,  after  the  first  day  of  January^  18S0 ;  and  by  the 
45tli  section  of  that  title,  the  expense  of  procwing  those  copies  10 
to  be  audited  by  the  Comptroller  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury.  The 
only  account  for  the  fees  of  the  clerks  of  the  United  States  courts^ 
for  making  these  certified  copies  of  their  dockets,  which  has  as  yet 
been  presented  at  this  office,  is  one  from  the  clerk  of  the  District 
Court  of  the  southern  district.  The  charges  for  the  drafts  and  for 
hir  engrowed  oopies  of  these  certificates,  and  for  sealing  the  same, 
aasoucting  to  ^1 .37  cents,  were  not  objected  to,  but  a  charge  of 
sixteen  pence  for  a  prepasatory  search  after  every  entry  copied^ 
three  hundred  and  eighty  •nine  in  number,  and  amounting,  as  char- 
gad,  te  fS4«18i,  was  objected  to,  upon  the  ground  that  every  entry 
upon  the  docket  being  to  be  copied,  the  presumption  of  a  search  for 
each  was  carrying  the  principle  of  constructive  services  too  far.  Had 
one  charge  for  a  search  for  the  first  entry  upon  the  docket,  after 
the  SI  December,  18S9,  been  m^de,  it  would  not  have  been  objec- 
tionable ;  but  as  this  charge,  if  allowed  in  this  instance,  must  withr 
the  same  propriety  be  allowed  as  to  every  other  entry  which  may 
be  made  upon  the  dockets  of  Aese  courts  during  the  existence  of 
this  law>and  as  the  charge  for  the  search  after  every  entry  is  somewhal 
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more  than  the  charge  for  the  copy  of  that  entry,  the  Comptroller  wai 
not  williDg  to  establish  the  precedent  of  the  allowance  without  using 
his  efiEbrts  to  correct  what  he  belieTod  to  be  an  error.  The  aeeount, 
therefore,  not  having  been  paid  by  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
in  New- York,  was  returned  with  the  objections.  The  district  clerk 
expressed  his  willingness  to  have  the  bill  taxed  by  a  proper  taxing 
officer  of  the  District  Court,  but  declined  to  reduce  the  cbaige  un- 
less it  should  be  reduced  by  taxation,  and  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme 
Court  was  advised  to  concede  to  that  course,  and  to  pay  the  bill  as  it 
should  be  thus  settled ;  in  as  much  as  he  was  given  to  underBtand 
that  no  further  copies  could  be  furnished  until  the  question  of  pay- 
ment of  that  bill  was  disposed  of. 

The  Comptroller  is  aware  that  the  Legislature  have  not  the  pow- 
er to  regulate  the  fees  of  this  officer,  but  the  subject  is  submitted  to 
their  consideration,  that  they  may  determine  whether  the  procuring 
of  transcripts  shall  be  continued  at  this  expense,  or  whether  thejr 
will  dispense  with  them  altogether. 

FISCAL  YEAR  OF  THE  COMPTROLLER'S  OFFICE. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee  of  the  Legislature,  appointed 
to  examine]the  Treasurer's  accounts  for  the  past  year,  and  in  aeeoid- 
anee  with  the  same  suggestion  made  by  the  previous  committee,  the 
subject  of  changing  the  fiscal  year  of  this  and  the  Treasurer's  office, 
so  that  it  shall  close  on  the  SOth  day  of  September,  instead  of  the 
SOth  day  of  November,  as  now  prescribed  by  law,  is  submitled  to 
the  Legislature. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  quarters  of  the  year,  as  r^^olated 
by  statute,  are  from  January  to  January,  and  that  the  quarter 
days  are  the  first  days  of  April,  July,  October  and  January,  in  each 
year.  Consequently  the  fiscal  year,  as  now  fixed,  embraces  tfie  last 
month  of  the  last  quarter  of  one  year,  and  the  three  first  quarters 
and  the  two  first  months  of  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  following  year. 
Many  of  the  public  officers  and  agents,  whose  accounts  are  render* 
ed  to  thb  office,  are  required  by  law  to  return  an  account  of  their 
collections  or  disbureements  of  the  public  money  under  their  ehaige, 
together  with  the  vouchers  for  their  expenditures,  at  the  close  of 
every  month,  and  at  the  close  of  every  quarter  to  render  an  aeeoont 
current  of  the  business  of  the  quarter.  The  Agents  of  the  State  Pri- 
sons, the  Superintendent  of  the  Salt  SprinjpB,  and  many  others,  ut 
subject  to  this  regulation. 
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'  The  difficulties,  which  these  committees  meet,  arise  from  this 
state  of  facts,  and  from  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  at  a  different  pe- 
riod  from  the  close  of  a  quarter.  They  are  required  to  examine  the 
accounts  of  the  fiscal  year,  from  the  let  of  December  to  the  SOth  of  ^ 
November.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  comn^ittee  who  made 
this  examination  last  year,  examined  the  monthly  parcels  of  vouch- 
ers returned  for  October  and  November,  but  could  not  balance  and 
close  the  accounts  of  the  quarter  to  which  these  months  belonged. 
The  committee  who  follow  them,  have  put  into  their  hands  the  quar- 
terly account  for  the  last  quarter  of  that  year,  but  they  have  only 
the  monthly  parcel  of  vouchers  for  the  last  month  of  that  quarter, 
and,  therefore,  without  a  repetition  of  the  examinations  of  the  two 
previous  months,  they  cannot  balance  the  quarterns  accounts,  and 
that  examination,  so  far  as  the  Treasurer  is  concerned,  they  cannot 
make,  as  the  warrants  and  vouchers  are  not  then  in  his  possession. 

This  is  a  sample  of  the  difficulties  which  extend  to  many  of  the 
transactions  of  the  year.  There  would  be  no  objection  against  clos- 
ing the  fiscal  with  the  solar  year,  but  for  the  fact  that  the  Legisla- 
ture meet  early  in  January,  and  such  a  change  would  delay  the  an- 
nual report  to  too  late  a  period  in  the  session  for  the  purposes  of 
legislation  ;  as  it  is  impossible  to  bring  the  transactions  of  a  year  to- 
gether, with  accuracy,  so  as  to  present  the  exhibit  of  the  financial 
eoncems  of  the  btate,  required  by  law,  in  a  shorter  period  of  time, 
than  fi*om  six  to  seven  weeks. 

Should  the  change  be  made,  however,  from  the  period  af  present 
prescribed,  to  the  SOth  of  September,  so  that  each  fiscal  year  should 
embrace  the  last  quarter  of  the  preceding,  and  the  three  first  quar- 
ters of  the  succeeding  year,  the  Comptroller  is  not  aware  that  any  in- 
convenience, or  any  derangement  in  the  accounts  of  either  his  or 
the  Treasurer's  office  would  be  caused  by  it.  The  next  annual  re- 
port would  only  embrace  the  proceedings  of  ten  months,  but  after 
that  period  every  report  would  give  a  view  of  a  full  year's  business, 
and  that  consisting  of  four  quarter  years,  as  regulated  by  the  statute. 

Some  conveniences,  both  to  the  offices  and  to  the  Legislature, 
might  arise  from  this  change.  Information  in  relation  to  the  fiscal 
eoncems  of  the  state  must  always  be  sought  by  the  executive  pre- 
vious to  the  communication  of  his  annual  message  to  the  Legisla- 
ture. This  information  should  consist,  in  a  condensed  statement  of 
the  whole  transactions  of  the  year ;  but  it  is  found  to  be  nearly  im- 
possible to  furnish  it  with  due  accuracy  in  time  for  that  document. 
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Tbe  annual  report  from  this  office  is  under  preparation  at  the  time 
of  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  a  season,  invariably,  when  the 
oidinarj  calls  upon  the  office,  are  the  most  pressing,  in  consequence 
of  the  commissions  with  which  the  members  of  that  bodj  come 
charged.     The  calls  of  the  Legislature  are  also  likely  to  be  most 
frequent,  and  the  references  are  certain  to  be  so,  at  the  early  part 
of  the  session.     The  consequence  is,  that  the  calls  for  information, 
and  the  references  made^  must  be  dqlayed  for  the  annual  report,  or 
the  time  of  its  presentment  must  be  thrown  still  farther  forward  into 
the  session,  and  an  examination  will  show  that  it  is  seldom  laid  be- 
fore the  Legislature,  until  from  twenty  to  thirty  days  of  the  session 
have  transpired. 

Should  the  change  suggested  be  made,  the  annual  report  couM 
always  be  ready  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  as  it  could  also  be 
laid  entire  before  the  Governor  for  his  examination,  before  writing 
hia  message*  Still  the  comptroller  would  not  be  understood  as  ex- 
pressing any  anxiety  upon  this  subject,  nor  as  suggesting  that  any 
reasons  exist  for  this  change  now,  which  have  aot  existed  since  the 
present  time  of  meeting  of  the  Legislature  has  been  established. 
His  object  is  to  exhibit  to  the  Legislature  the  conveniences  and  in- 
conveniences growing  out  of  the  question,  s>o  far  as  they  have  o<> 
curred  to  his  mind,  and  to  submit  the  propriety  of  the  alteration  to 
that  body. 

Should  the  change  be  made,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  that 
officers  and  agents,  who  are  by  law  required  to  make  an  annual  ae* 
count  to  this  office,  should  close  that  account  on  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber of  each  year,  as  the  time  of  closing  those  accounts,  by  different 
officers,  is  now  different.  The  accounting  year  of  the  Agents  of  the 
State  Prisons  closes  on  the  Slst  October,  and  that  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Salt  Springs,  on  the  30th  of  November.  The  fiscal 
year  of  tho  canal  accounts,  has  hitherto  been  kept  from  the  first  of 
January  to  the  first  of  January,  but  it  would  probably  be  advisable, 
if  the  contemplated  change  should  be  made,  to  connect  these  ac- 
counts with  it,  and  to  require  that  the  annual  report  of  the  Com- 
misaioners  of  the  Canal  Fund,  should  also  exhibit  their  tmnaaetions 
from  tho  30th  September  to  the  30th  September.  The  desire  to 
exhibit,  aepamtely ,  the  amount  of  tolls  for  each  season,  need  not  be 
interfered  with  by  this  measure,  as  that  exhibit  is  annually  made  to 
the  public,  separate  from  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Ganal  Fund,  and  may,  if  desirable,  be  required  by  law  to  be  made 
on  tho  tst  of  January  of  each  year. 
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ACCOUNTS  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
In  obedience  to  the  concurrent  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  As- 
sembly, of  the  29th  of  March  last,  the  accounts  and  vouchers  for 
disburs'^ments  made  bj  this  state,  on  account  of  the  late  war,  have 
been  arranged  in  the  best  manner  their  condition  permitted.  In  the 
course  of  the  examination  of  them,  with  rcfercn^^e  to  this  arrange- 
ment, it  was  discovered  that  many  items  of  the  account  stood  ^^  sus- 
pended,*' and  had  never  received  the  rejection  of  the  auditory  offi- 
cers of  the  government.  Being  advised,  by  some  of  the  most  expe- 
rienced members  of  our  delegation  in  Congress,  that  this  would  be 
likely  to  be  made  an  objection  to  the  action  of  Congress  upon  these 
items,  it  was  thought  best  to  prepare  the  accounts  at  as  early  a  day 
as  possible,  and  to  transmit  them  to  the  auditor,  with  the  request 
that  he  would  review  his  audit,  and  pass  finally  upon  each  separate 
^hai^e.  This  was  done,  and  the  accounts,  together  wit^  all  the 
vouchers  and  evidences  relating  to  them,  were  sent  on  by  Mr.  Dud- 
ley, of  the  Senate.  The  auditor  was  requested  to  examine  the  pa- 
pers with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  to  deliver  the  abstract  pre- 
pared, together  with  the  vouchers  and  evidences  relating  to  the  re- 
jected items,  to  such  member  of  the  delegation  in  Congress^  from 
this  state,  as  idiould  call  for  them. 

A  letter  was,  immediately  afterwards,  addressed  to  the  delega- 
tion, advising  them  of  the  course  which  had  been  taken,  and  of  the 
reasons  which  had  dictated  it,  and  r^uesting  them,  in  such  manner 
as  they  shoufd  think  proper,  to  use  their  efforts  to  expedite  the  final 
audit  of  the  accounts,  and  to  designate  some  member  of  their  body 
to  receive  them  from  the  auditor,  when  that  labor  should  be  com- 
pleted. 

A  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature,  was  also  enclosed  to 
the  delegation,  under  the  apprehension  that  it  would  convey,  in  the 
best  manner,  the  wishes  of  that  body  in  relation  to  their  disposition 
of  such  of  the  accounts  as  should  meet  a  final  rejection  from  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  government.  The  Comptroller  was  imme- 
diately advised  of  the  delivery  of  the  papers  to  the  Auditor,  and  of 
the  receipt  of  the  letter  addressed  to  the  delegation,  since  which 
time  he  has  had  no  information  of  the  progress  made  in  the  busi- 
ness. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jr.  ComptrolUr. 
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STATBMBirT  A,shewB  the  increase  ft  diminution  of  the  General  Fund. 

B,  ^<  '*  **  Common  School. 

C,  «  "  «  Literature  Fund. 
Dy    '*    the  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  from  Iflt  De- 
cember, 1829,  to  Ist  December^  1880. 

E,  ^^    the  Warrants  drawn  on  the  Treasury,  during 

the  same  period. 

F,  ^*    the  Accounts  of  the  State  Prisons,  for  the  jear 

ending  Slst  October,  1830. 
O,    '^    the  Duties  on  Sales  at  Auction,  received  ioto 
the  Treasury,  from  1st  December,  1829,  to 
SOth  November,  1830. 
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Account  of  Moneys  received  into  the  TVeaeury  during  the  year 

ending  SOth  November ^  1830. 

¥oT  Account  of  the  GcncTal  TunJL 

PERMAJTENT  REVEjrUS. 

Dividends  on  bank  stoek,  viz : 

Bank  of  America, $3,283  20 

Mechanics'  and  Farmers'  Bank,.  • .  •  5,644  60 

Mohawk  Bank, 275  00 

New-York  State  Bank, 1 ,429  63 

Interest  on  bonds  for  lands, ••••• 71, 122  09 

do      on  loans  to  individuals,  corpo* 

rations,  &c 11,488  68 

do      on  miscellaneous  bonds  for  sun- 
dry debts  due  the  state, 60  67 

do      on  arrears  of  count j  taxes, ••  •  14,237  99 
do      on  deposits  of  the  general  fund 

in  the  Commercial  Bank,  •  •  •  •  1 ,291  IS 
Balances  due  from  individuals  on  the 

settlement  of  their  accounts, •  2,213  81 

Fees  accounted  for  by  the  Comptroller,  1 1 1  80 
do      '    do       by   the    Secretary    of 

State, 867  68 

do  do       by  the  Surveyor-Gene* 

ral, 28  SO 

Fines  and  penalties  received  from  coun* 

ty  treasurers, 41  90 

Pedlers'  licenses,.  •  •  •  • .  v« •  •  •  •  •  1,310  00 

Rents  of  lands  leased 745  84 

Wharfage,  ftc.  from  the  state  pier  at 

Sagg-Harbor, 113  60 

Tax  on  foreign  insurance  companies,  •  1,799  30 

.      #116,066  01 

CAPITAL. 

Principal  of  bonds  for  lands, $23,267  27 

do      of  bonds  for  loans  to  individu- 
als, corporations,  &c 17, 124  69 

do      of  miscellaneous  bonds,  •  •  •  •         158  43 
First  payments  on  sales  of  lands,. ....  25,298  66 

For  Mohawk  Bank  stock  sold, 6,000  00 

70,848  96 

TEMPORARY  AND  MISCELLAIfEOUS  RECEIPTS. 

Dividend  on  stock  of  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States, $304  00 

Amount  carried  forward,. .  .|304.00      #18S,91S  96 


No .  ST.  3S 

Amount  brought  forward,  $S04  00      $186, 91S  96 

Militia  fines, ....  ^ 807  76 

Arrears  of  county  taxes, • 53,763  14 

Sales  of  lands  for    do     86,684  25 

Tax  for  draining  marsh  in  Madison  co.  2^250  49 
Road  tax  from  Cedar  Point  to  west  line 

of  Essex  county,.  • 5,382  18 

do      from  Port  Kent  to  Hopkinton,  35  76 
Redemption  of  lands  sold  for  arrears 

of  taxes, 24,016  72 

do  do     sold  for  arrears 

of  consideration,  3,736  88 

Sales  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 12,956  75 


For  drain  tax  on  lot  321,  Onondaga  salt 
springs  reservation, 20  79 

For  proceeds  of  old  furniture  of  the 
Assembly  Chamber,  •...••••.••••  56  7& 

From  the  Commissioners  of  the  canal 
fund  for  clerk  hire  for  the  canal  room 
from  1  January,  1827,  to  1  Decem- 
ber, 1829,  at  Al,480  per  annum,  .  • .     4,316  67 

From  the  same  for  agency  in  exploring 
canal  fond  lands, 1,979  02 

On  account  of  gospel  and  school  lot  in 
DeKalb, 210  68 

Of  the  Surveyor-General,  received  by 
him  for  costof  advertising  lands  to  be 
sold  for  default  in  payment,  • •     1, 140  00 


189,937  93 


7,723  81 


Total  amount  of  receipts  for  account  of  general  fund,       $384 ,575  70 

¥oT  Account  oi  t\ic  I&tic  and.  Cham- 
1^\a\n  Cana\  ¥nnA.. 

Duties  on  sales  at  auction,  including  tax  on  the 
same,  (^8,000  of  this  has  been  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  on  account  of  prior  appro- 
priations)  $218,513  66 

Tax  on  salt  manufactured  in  the  west- 
em  district, 154,332  82 

Tolls,  (|;2,566.83  of  this  has  been  paid 
out  of  the  treasury  to  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  Albany  basin.) 944,680  01 

For  canal  fund  lands, 203  00 

Rents  of  surplus  waters, 1  ^600  68 

On  account  of  the  bond  of  the  corpo- 
ration  of  the  city  of  Albany, ^   75 ,  100  00 

For  damages  sustained  by  owners  or 
occupants  of  lands  affected   by  the 

Amount  carried  forward,$l, 394, 430  17        384^575  70 
[A.  No.  37-]  5 


34  [AiMu&T 

Amount  brought  forward,.. $1,394, 430  1?      $384,576  TO 
erection  and  continuance  of  the  Fort 
Miller  dam,  to  be  paid  over  to  said 
owners  and  occupants, 1 ,074  69 

$1,396,604  86 

¥oT  Account  of  the  Oavrego  Canal 

TuniL. 

Tolls, $9,724  29 

For  Oswego  canal  fund  lands, ^  3,240  29 

Rents  of  surplus  waters, .  • 825  00 

18,789  68 

¥oT  Account  of  the  Ca^nga  &  dcncca 

CanaV  ¥\inA. 


Tolls, 11,644  8$ 

¥oT  Aeeoxint  of  the  Common  School 

Fund. 

Interestonbonds  for  school  fund  lands,  ^17,470  66 

do            do    for  escheated  lands,  •  1 ,  532  38 

do    on  loan  of  1786, ; .  2,066  04 

do    on     do        1792, 18,383  34 

do     on    do        1808, 25,255  31 

do    on   canal  stock, 20,210  32 

Dividends  on  stock  of  the  Merchants' 

Bank, 11,626  00 

do            do            Manhattan  Co.  3,500  00 

Rents  of  lands  leased, 582  18 

Fees  of  the  clerk's  office  of  the  Su- 
preme Court, 7  49 

Half  amount  of  quit   rents   received 

this  jeai;, 44  88 

100,678  60 

Principal  of  bonds  for  school  fund  lands,      6,325  47 
do  do    for  escheated  lands,      2,702  95 

do    of  loan  of  1786, 10,507  78 

do    of     do        1792, 17,786  63 

do     of     do        1808, 17,89129 

First  payments  on  sales  of  school  fund 

lands, 10,750  89 

do  do  of    escheated 

lands, 1,327  62 

67,892  65 

Amount  carried  forward,.  • . . $1 ,973,486  20 


> 


No.  S7.}  S6 

I 

Amount  brought  forward, $1,973,486  20 

¥oT  Account  of  the  liitcTatuvc 

¥\inA. 

Interest  on  bonds  for  lands, $12,785  89 

do    on  loans  of  the  fund, 343  02 

$13,128  91 

Principal  of  bonds  for  lands, $6 ,  174  20 

do      of  bonds  for  loans, 50  98 

First  payments  on  sales  of  literature 

fund  lands, ......: 743  94 

Half  amount  of  quit-rents    received 

this  jear, 44  88 

7,014  00 

$1,993,629  11 


(E.) 

During  the  9afne  period  warrants  have  been  ieeued  for  the  fMom- 

ing  objects^  viz : 

¥cTiiifiiiciit  A^piPo^Yiat\onB« 

For  salaries  and  office  expenses  of  officers  of  govemmeiit,  viz: 
Lieut.  Governor,  acting  as  Governor,  $3,500  00 
Chancellor,  and  Justices  of  the   Su- 
preme Court, 8,000  00 

Justices  of  the  Circuit  Court, 9,936  37 

Attorney-General, 1,000  00 

Reporter  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,.  500  00 

do        of  the  Supreme  Court,  •  •  •  •  500  00 
Secretary  of  State,  including  his  com- 
pensation as  superintendent  of  com* 

mon  schools, 1 ,750  00 

Comptroller, 2,500  00 

Treasurer, 1,50000 

Sarveyor-General, 800  00 

Deputy  Secretary,  including  his  com- 
pensation as  clerk  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  land'office, 1 ,  500  00 

Deputy  Comptroller, ;  •  •  1 ,500  00 

Commissary-General, 700  00 

Amount  carried  forward, $83,686  37 


9 
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Amount  brought  forward,  •  •  •  .I^S^GSS  37 

Late  Adjutant-General, 600  00 

Acting    do  do       200  00 

Judge  Advocate-General, 150  00 

Private  secretary  to  the  Governor, . . .         600  00 
Clerk  hire  for  the  office  of  the 

Chancetlor, 600  00 

court  of  exchequer, 625  00 

Attorney-General, 600  00 

Secretaiy  of  State, 950  00 

CotaptroUer, 6,377  49 

do  appropriation  . 

for  additional  clerk  hire 

in  1829, 548  90 

Treasurer, 1, 142  50 

Surveyor-General, 550  00 

Adjutant-General, 200  00 

Furniture,  stationary,  fuel,  book-binding 
and  printing  for  the 

Attorney-General, • .  •  •  •         116  89 

Secretary  of  State, 285  00 

Adjutant-General, 339  75 

Comptroller, 918  50 

Treasurer, ••••••••  67  31 

Surveyor-General, 146  91 

Rent  and  taxes  of  the  Governor's  house, 
from  1st  July,  1829,  to  l#t  November, 

1830, 1,037  20 

Advance  to  the  Acting  Governor,  for 
incidental  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment,          750  00 

Legislature,  including  contingent  ex- 
penses,    71,252  70 

Court  of  Errors,  for  attendance  at  the 
extra  sessions  and  contingent  expen- 
ses,    10,286  10 

Expenses  of  the  executive  chamber, 
viz: 

Pay  of  the  door-keeper, . .  •  |^423  00 
John  F.  Bacon,  for  keeping 

the  minutes, 350  00 

773  00 


Commissioners  of  the  canal  fund,  for 
deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  the  Cay- 
uga and  Seneca  canal  fund, 20,905  09 

The  same,  for  deficiency  in  the  revenue 
of  the  Oswego  canal, 14,374  50 


132,803  6! 


35,279  59 


Amount  carried  forward, $168;08S  <1 


N©.  S7.J  S7 

Amount  brought  forward, .  • •  •  $168,083  SI 

State  Prison  at  Mount-Pleasant,  for  ad- 
ditional building,  furnishing,  general 
'support,  and  pay  of  commissioners,  •  46,123  73 
Transportation  of   convicts  from  the 
place  of  conviction,  to  the  prisons,.  •   10,335  51 

66,469  24 

Indian  expenses,  viz : 

Annuities  to  tribes, 17,066  37 

Sarah  Doxtader,  her  annuity, 70  00 

Incidental  expenses  attending  Indian 

affairs, • 600  00 

Agent  of  Onondaga  Indians, •  60  00 

Schools  in  New-Stockbridge, 300  00 

Attorney  to  the  Oneida,  New-Stock- 

bridge  and  Brothertown  Indians,  ••  76  00 

18,061  37 

Apprehension  of  criminals,. 2,000  00 

do  of  fugitives  from  justice, 
by  order  of  the  Governor, 1 ,499  63 

Brigade  and  division  inspectors, 4,410  00 

College  of  physicians  and  surgeons  in 
the  ci^  of  New-York, 600  00 

Commissarj's  department,  • 5,424  77 

Costs  of  suits  in  which  the  State  is  inte- 
rested, exclusive  of  costs  in  relation 
to  escheated  lands, 1,393  29 

Counsel  to  assist  Attorney- General,  and 
compensation  to  him  for  extra  servi- 
ces,   • 6,600  00 

Courts  of  inquiry, 1,006  98 

County 'clerks,  for  services  under  act 
concerning  oaths, •  •  66  39 

Deaf  and  dumb,  support  and  instruction 
of  indigent  pupils, 6,737  13 

Can  houses,  for  erection  thereof, 660  00 

James  Minor,  his  annuity, 30  00 

Jeremiah  Ryan,  his  annuity, 10000 

Frederidi:  Sammons,  his  annuity, 100  00 

Maintenance  of  infirm  confiscated  slaves, 
and  children  of  slaves,  abandoned  by 
the  owners, 149  11 

Keepers  of  arsenals,  and  the  fortifica- 
tions at  the  narrows, 160  00 

Postages  of  official  letters  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  and  snperintendent  of 
common  schools,  the  Comptroller, 
Treasurer,  and  Adjutant-General,.  •  •     2,061  23 

Printbg  for  the  State,  exclusive  of  the 
Revised  Stetutes, 13,182  79 

Amount  carried  forward, ....  $44 ,  960  22      $242 , 60S  8t 


X 


88  [A86BICBI.t 

Amoupt  brought  forward, $44,960  32      $242,609  88 

Repairs  of  the  Stale  Hall, 66  46 

Sherifib' fees, 5,487  61 

State  library,  annual  appropriation  for 

increasing  the  same, • 1 ,000  00 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  same,.  • .  •  64  01 

Librarian's  salary,  •...•.• 417  26 

Suryey,  appraisement  and  advertising  of 

publiclands, 1,008  75 

Bounties  for  the  destruction  of  wolves,  •  1 , 0 1 2  50 


58,956  81 


Bounty  on  coarse  salt,  manufactured  at 

Salina, 676  68 

Discoverers  of  forfeited  estates,  for  one- 
fourth  of  moneys  received  from  the 
salesthereof,.... ••  86  11 

Instalment  on  Mechanics'  and  Farmers' 

bankstock, 4^225  00 

Road  from  Champlain  to  Hopkinton,.  •     7,836  00 

Surveys  of  canal  routes, •  •  •  • .     3,719  80 

Revisers  of  the  Statutes  of  the  State,.  •        200  00 

John  L«  Tillinghast,  for  his  services  in 

assisting  the  Revisers, 450  1 6    ^ 

Purchase  of  Indian  lands, 18,845  34 

— 35,989  09 

Distribution  of  lists  of  lands  to  be  sold 

fortaxes, 254  00 

Transportation  of  laws,  ••••...•.••..         175  22 

Boxes  for  the  same,  and  packing,.  •••  62  10 

John  C.  Spencer,  for  his  services  as 
special  counsel,  in  the  matter  of  the 
abduction  of  Wm.  Morgan, 1 ,000  00 

John  C.  Spencer,  for  his  expenditures 

in  the  same, 806  48 

do  for  balance  due  him 
for  his  services  and  expenditures  in 
thesame, ,.        399  06 

Victory  Birdseye,  for  his  disbursements 
in  the  same, .  •  • 638  1 1 

Balance  for  engraving  Burr's  maps^.  •  •     1 ,890  62 

For  60  of  Burr's  maps,  delivered  to  the 
Secretary  of  State, $300  00 

For  60  Burr's  atlas,  delivered 
to  Secretary  of  State, ....     500  00 

800  00 

Amount  caoried  forward, $5,025  ^      $882,549  72 


No.  87.]  39 

Amount  brought  forward, $5,086  59      #338,549  7e 

David  H.  Burr,  on  account  of  contract 
for  completing  the  State  map  and 
atbs, 1,001  88 

Balance  due  the  widow  of  Epbraim 
Starr,  late  Deputy  Comptroller,. ...  6  15 

Commissioners  for  examining  the  Trea- 
surer's accounts, •  •         249  00 

For  four  seals  for  the  court  of  Chancerj,  48  00 

Removing  intruders  on  Indian  lands,  •  •  66  50 

Secretary  of  State,  for  his  expenses  in 
visiting  the  institution  for  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  29  54 

Nicholas  Underwood,  per  act  chap.  264, 
ofl880, 2,081  38 

Justus  Burt,  per  act  of  1830,  for  his  re- 
lief,   61  46 

Repairs  of  the  supreme  court  room  in 
the  Capitol, 150  00 

Philip  Phelps,  Deputy  Comptroller,  for 
his  services  as  Acting  Comptroller,.  38  ^35 

Philip  Phelps,  for  his  expenses  to  New- 
Yoi^,  on  the  subject  of  auction  sales,  14. 86 

David  H.  Burr,  for  three  bound  copies 
of  his  map  and  atlas  of  this  state,  ' 
transmitted  to  the  Governors  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Missouri, • 141  00 

James  M'Lean,  late  a  lieutenant  in  the 
service  of  this  state, • .         249  86 

Alfred  Conkling,  for  rent,  paid  by  him 
on  a  lot  released  by  the  Commission- 
ers of  Loans,  he  beine  owner  of  one 
equal  undivided  half  tnereof, 1  87 

New- York  eye  infirmary,  7th  annual 
instalment,. . . 1 ,000  00 

Francis  Seger,  for  making  index  to 
journals  of  the  Assembly, 50  00 

John  F.  Bacon,  for     do.      Senate,.  •  •  50  00 

Cleaning  and  warming  the  supreme 
court  room  in  the  capitol, 70  31 

Rents  and  assessments  on  lots  in  Albany, 
mortgaged  to  the  State  by  John  Van 
Ness  Yates, 243  73 

Salmon  Childs,  for  attendance  as  a  wit- 
ness before  the  committee  of  elec- 
tions, in  1829, 5  00 

Elzra  Thorp,  for  his  services  in  the  re- 
volutionary war, 210  00 

Thomas  H.  Hubbard,  balance  of  his  ac- 
count for  repairs  of  the  clerk's  office 
inUtica, 11  75 

Amount  carried  forward,...  ••$10,806  21  $332,549  72 
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Amount  brought  forward,. .  • .  .|10;806  SI       $SSS,549  7S 

Thomas  H.  Hubbard,  for  amount  paid  by 
him  for  certified  copies  of  the  docket 
of  judgments  in  the  U.  S.  District 
court  for  northern  district, 116 

Samuel  Birdsall,  surrogate  of  Seneca 
county,  for  copy  of  the  will  of  C.  Van 
Home, .         ISO 

Addison  Gardner,  for  his  services  in  ma- 
king and  transmitting  to  the  Governor 
a  statement  of  the  conviction  and  sen- 
tence of  Elias  and  James  Gray,  for 
murder, •  • •  •  46  87 

Flagging  the  side  walk  in  front  of  the 

state  arsenal,  in  the  city  of  N.  Y..  •  •         214  69 

N.  S.  Benton,  for  his  services  in  mak- 
ing examinations  relative  to  the  me- 
morial of  Samuel  M.  Hopkins, 74  70 

Hugh  Maxwell,  for  his  services  relative 
to  the  conduct  of  Jasper  Ward,' .  •  •  •  50  00 

Asa  Colvard,  sheriff  of  Albany  county, 
for  attendance  on  Supreme  court,  and 
and  for  fuel  and  contingent  expenses,         11 1  20 

L.  Ormsby  and  B.  C.  Allen,  constables 

of  Albany,  attending  the  same, 50  00 

11,366  IS 

PAYMENTS  OF   MONEYS  PREVIOUS- 
LY    RECEIVED     AT,     OR    AFTER- 
WARPS     TO    BE     REFUNDED     TO      * 
THE   TREASURY. 

County  treasurers,  for  balances  due  on 
settlement  oftheir  accounts  for  taxes,  49,928  77 

Draining  the  Cayuga  marshes,  expenses 
of  the  Comptroller  to  investigate  the 
accounts  of  the  commissioners, 1S2  64 

Erroneous  payments  into  the  treasury 
refunded,. • « .         445  57 

Redemptions  received  into  the  treasury 
for  lands  sold  for  county  taxes,  and 
refunded  to  the  purchasers 6 ,  632  65 

Do.  for  lands  sold  for  arrears  of  con- 
sideration,. •  • • 1 ,306  64 

Commissioners  of  the  road  from  Cedar 
point  to  the  west  line  of  Essex  coun- 
ty, taxes  received  into  the  treasury 
therefor,. 6,121  98 

Do.  for  draining  Madison  co.  marsh, 
forthelike, 1^$11  00 

Amount  carried  forward, #66,479,  25        343,905  85 


y 


t 


No.  ST.]  41  ^ 

Amount  brought  forward, .  •  •  •  $66 ,  479  25     JS43  y  905  85 

Paper  for  the  edition  of  the  Revised  Stap 
tutes,  authorised  by  law, 1 ,612  SS 

Printing    do.  do 800  00 

Exploring  canal  fund  lands, 1 ,  603  20 

Agent  for  prosecuting  intruders  on  the 
same, /•  101  32 

Trustees  of  the  gospel  and  school  lot  in 
De  Kalb,  the  amount  paid  into  the 
treasury  on  account  of  Ihe  sales  there- 
of......          301   14 

Auctioneer,  for  selling  lands  for  taxes,         135  00 

Surplus  on  E.  Wood's  part  of  lot  215, 

Oneida  reservation, 181  91 

71,114  14 

Total  amount  of  payments  out  of  the 
General  Fund, $415,019  99 

On  account  of  the   C«na\ 

fund. 

Appraisers   of  damages   in    con- 
structing the  canals, 972  00 

Samuel  Younii;,  pay  as  canal  com- 
missioner, while  actually  serv- 
ing as  such, 472  65 

Commissioners  of  the  canal  fund, 
for  revenue  of  the  Erie  and 
Champlain  canal  fund, 1 ,  353 ,  493  38 

Do.  for  revenue  of  tha  Oswego 
canal  fund, 13,789  58 

Do.  for  revenue  of  the  Cayuga 
and  Seneca  canal,. .  •  •« •  •  11 ,644  83 

Proprietors  of  the  Albany  basin, 
for  their  propoition  of  tolls,  for  ^ 

1829, 2,566  83 

Sajmort  of  foreign  poor,  in  the  city 
of  New-York, 16,000  00 

Orphan  asylum  in  the  city  of  New- 

•    York, ••••  500  00 

Hospital  in  the  city  of  N.  York, . .  22 ,  500  00 

1,420,989,27 

On  Account  of  the  Com* 
mon  School  YunA. 

Common  school  dividends  paid  to 

county  treasurers, 100 ,000  00 

Canal  stock,  purchased  for  account 

of  common  school  fund, 11, 174  00 

Amount  carried  forward,....        $11,174  00  |1, 935,959  86 
[A.  No.  ST.]  6 


4S  [As 

Amount  brought  forward,. ...         $1 1 ,  174  00  $1 ,986,969  S6 

Loan  to  Clinton  countj,  from  the 
capital  ofthe  fund, 9,600  00 

Do.     to  Broome  county        do.«»  4,500  00 

Do.     to  Cattaraugus  county  do...  8,300  00 

Administrators  of  Jabez  Gould,  for 
his  services  in  effecting  the  es- 
cheat of  lot  73,  Aurelius, 446  60 


28,920  60 


On  Account  of  the  lAtc- 


Literature  Fund  revenue,  paid  to 

the  Regents  of  the  University,  8,846  02 

$1,968,724  78 


(P.) 

0¥  STATE  PU1&0X8 


7%a  Prison  at  Mount-Pleasant. 

The  sum  paid  out  of  the  treasury  upon  the  orders  of  tha  late 
commissioners  for  building  the  new  state  prison  at  Mount-Pleasant, 
subsequent  to  the  31  October,  1829,and  before  the  manner  of  draw* 
ing  the  moneys  and  keeping  the  accounts  for  this  prison  were  chan- 
ged, pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  ofthe 
act  chap.  331,  of  1830,  was $12,168.54. 

This  money  is  accounted  for,  as  all  the  other  moneys  drawn  bj 
these  commissioners  have  been  accounted  for,  by  vouchers  accom- 

E&nying  their  order  for  the  respective  drafts.  It  was  designed  to 
ave  made  a  final  statement  of  this  account  at  this  time,  but  in  con- 
sequence of  fiudinea  discrepancy  between  the  accounts,  as  kept  up- 
on the  books  of  this  office  and  as  kept  at  the  prison,  presumed  to 
grow  out  of  the  receipts  of  money  at  the  prison  and  arising  from  the 
labor  of  the  convicts,  of  which  receipts  we  have  no  regular  account, 
the  statement  is  omitted  until,  by  obtaining  those  receipts  from  the 
books  kept  at  the  prison,  the  variance  in  the  accounts  may  be  ac- 
counted for  with  certainty,  and  the  mistake,  in  which  ever  account 
it  may  exist,  be  properly  corrected.  The  variance  is  only  about 
$113.00. 

The  amount  expended  by  the  agent  ot  this  prison,  from  the  Ist 
January  to  31st  October,  1830,  is  $63,671 .01,  which  was  paid  from 
the  avails  of  the  labor  of  convicts  confined  therein,  in  part,  and  from 
moneys  drawn  from  the  treasury,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands  of 
the  agent  at  the  close  of  the  year,  of  $980.65. 


No.  87.]  4S 

The  account  of  the  agent  stands  thus : 

DR.    EL  AM  LYNDS  ,  Agent  and  Keeper,  in  account  for 

support. 
1830. 

Jan.    1.     To  balance  due  from  agent, $901  t% 

Oct.  27.     To    cash    received     from    the 

treasury, $40,000  00 

Oct.  31.  To  cash,  received  at  prison,  de- 
rived, as  appears  from  Inspectors'  report, 
from  the  following  sources : 

work  done  in  the  smith  shop, 1 , 1 94  73 

do  do  stone     do    10,631  26 

do  do  carpenters'  shop, «  179  30 

do  do  shoe  &  weavers' do.       1,247  72 

rags  sold, 30  68 

logs  sold,  remaining  on   hand  after 

finishing  dock, 366  75 

c^T?^    63,660  44 

l^  ^^"581  $54,661  66 

CR. 
1830. 

Oct.  31.     Bj  amount  expended  at  prison, 

as  appears  from  the  report  of  inspectors,  . 
for  the  following  purposes  : 

For  stock  and  tools  for  smith  shop,  •  •  •  •  $1 ,042  20 

tools  for  stone  cutters  and  quarries,  3,176  98 

building  materials,,  r • 1 ,366  36 

tools  for  shoe  and  weavers'  shop,  •  • «  136  70 

clothing, 3,469  61 

bedding  and  prison  furniture, 162  29 

Soap,  oil  and  fuel, 1 ,063  22 

provisions, U,376  92 

hospital, 264  72 

library,.. 11.6  06 

stationary  and  postage, 124  60 

To  discharged  convicts,. •  • .  •  172  00 

For  apprehension  of  convicts  escaped,  •  24  63 

freight  accounts, 494  67 

To  agent,  clerk  and  keepers,  •  •  •  •  • 10, 137  27 

physician,  •  • . .  • • .  •  •  • 416  60 

chaplain, 260  00 

guard, 6,667  46 

For  thedock, 9,189  32 

female  convicts, 1 ,787  28 

travelling,  and  incidental  expenses,.  286  32 

63,67F01 

By  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  agent, 980  66 

$64,661  66 


44  [AiSBMBLT 

The  Prison  at  Auburn* 

No  money  has  been  drawn  from  the  treasury  for  the  support 
thereof,  during  the  year  ending  SI  October,  1830. 

The  amount  expended  at  this  prison  during  the  above  mentioned 
period,  is  ^6,170.43,  which  was  paid  from  the  avafls  of  the  labor  of 
conyicts  confined  therein,  leavinga  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  agent 
at  the  close  of  the  year,  amounting  to  1^4,917.78* 

The  account  of  the  agent  stands  thus : 

DR.    LEVI  LEJVISy  Agent  and  Keeper,  in  account  for  ge- 
neral support. 

1829.  Nov.  16.    To  balance  due  from  agent, $    3 ,304  98 

1830.  Oct.  31.    To  cash  received  at  prison  from 
the  following  sources : 

To  cash  from  coopers'  shop, •  •     $3,246  01 

comb  do    1,894  69 

tailors'       do    3,409  05 

turners'      do    3,529  09 

carpenters'do    1,812  49 

weavers'    do    ..*     6,127  03 

machine     do    2^209  89 

shoemakerdo    5,971   16 

check  and 

woollen      do    1,994  48 

bl'ksmiths  do    212  77 

stone  do    580  47 

tool  do    2^511  38 

hame  do    1,783  75 

button        do    903  69 

36,185  96 

To  cash  received  for  a  horse  sold, 78  41 

from  visitors, 1,524  87 

#41,088  81 

CR. 

By  monthly  accounts  of  expenditures  per  vouchers 

audited  and  allowed, «,••..•..  .$36, 170  43 

By  balance  due  to  the  state, 4,917  78 

g41,088«l 


y 


Mo.  37.}  45 

STATEMENT 

Of  duty  on  Salea  at  Auction,  received  into  the  TVeotitry,  daring  the 

year  ending  iOth  November,  18S0. 

New- York  City. 

David  Austin,  qr.  ending,.. 31  Dee.  1829,  $7,781  71 

31  Mar.  1830,  10,035  85 

30  June,  «      10,443  73 
SO  Sept.  «      13,851  87 

$42,113  16 

Anthony  W.  Bleecker, 31  Dec.  1829,      1,482  69 

31  Mar.  1830,   1,809  47 

30  June,  «    2,294  27 
SO  Sept.  '*      789  64 

^$6,376  07 

James  Bleecker,. SO  June,  1830,..  \ 15  66 

Hunn  C.  Beach, 31  Dee.  1829,     2,474  28 

31  Mar.  1830,  1,614  59 
30  June,     "        1,840  08 

30  Sept.      *<        1,839  63 

7,768  58 

Jaeob  B.  Clarke, 31  Dec.  1829,  53  44 

31  Mar.  1830,  37  24 
30  June,  "  28  61 
30  Sept.      «  21  80 

*  141  0» 

Joseph  Dayman, 30  June,  1830,  1  13 

30  Sept.      "  1  13 

t  26 

Leonard  H.  Kobinsou, 30  June,      "  7  77 

30  Sept.      "  1 1  76 

19  53 

John  P.  Dieterieh, 31  Dec.  1829,  16  41 

31  Mar.  1830,      26  98 

30  June,  "  23  02 
SO  Sept.  "  9  20 

76  61 

John  Fellows, SO  June,  1830,  22  94 

SO  Sept.    <'  29  99 

52  98 

A.  A.  Wateiiioase, Si  Dec  1829,  18  59 

31  Mar.  1830,  1  94 
SO  June,    «                 8  66 

29  09 

lames  Gourligr, SI  Dee.  1829,  3  94 

31  Mar.  1830,  3  12 

Amoont  carried  forward, .......  f 


46  [AiSBMBLT 

Amount  brought  forward, ^ 

James  Oourlay,  qr.  ending  SO  June,  1830,  3  07 

SO  Sept.     "  4  76 

Peter  B.  Van  Beuren, 31  Dec.  1829,  0  78 

81  Mar.  1830,  1   16 

SO  June,     "  -  0  82 

John  Sniffin, 30  June,  1830,  6  42 

.30  Sept.     "  26  20 

82  62 

Giles  K.  Coates, 31  Dec.  1829,       2,019  82 

81  Mar.  1830,  547  79 

30  June,     *<  258  68 

30  Sept.     «'  50  59 

2,871  8S 

Richard  N.  Harrison, 31  Dec.  1829,  56  06 

81  Mar.  1830,     89  20 

95  26 

Michael  Heniy, 81  Dec.  1829,     84  91 

81  Mar.  1880,     89  42 

SO  June,  "      10  70 

185  OS 

John  Langdon, 81  Dec.  1829,      8  97 

81  Mar.  1830,      0  88 

Willet  Seaman, 81  Dec.  1829,  8  85 

'  81  Mar.  1830,  1   IS 

9  98 

William  P.  Knapp, 81  Dec.  1829,  22  48 

81  Mar.  1880,  8  29 

SO  June,    ''  822  95 

848  67 

Lindlejr  M.  Hoffman, 81  Dec.  1829,       4,088  50 

81  Mar.  1880,  4,575  94 
SO  June,  "  11,040  10 
SO  Sept.      "         6,228  20 

25,882  74 

Sidney  P.  Ingraham, 81  Dec.  1829,  26  92 

81  Mar.  1880,  16  28 

SO  June,    <<  66  26 

SO  Sept     "  21  86 

181  27 

Ebenezer  Irving, SI  Dec.  1829,  18  88 

SO  June,  1880,  88  10 

30  Sept.     ''  44  58 

96  51 

Aaron  Levy 30  June,  1830,     S2  01 

SO  Sept.  "      32  42 

64  48 

Amount  carried  forward,  .•••••  .^^ 


No.  ST.]  47 

Amount  broucnt  forward| ^ 

WiOimBtk  Gerard,  qr.  ending  SI  Dee.  1889,        1  ^S48  47 

SI  Mar.  18S0,  8SS  84 

SO  June,    ''  1,526  40 

SO  Sept.     <'  871  SO 

— —    4  479  91 

Peter  Stan, 30  Sept.     ^^ '247  16 

David  M.  Moaea, 31  Dec.  1829,  204  51 

31  Mar.  1830,       5^733  05 
80  June,    <'  53  31 

5,990  87 

Abraham  Lefoy, • ...  31  Dec.  1829,  64  65 

JesseCady, 30  June,  1830,  29  41 

SO  Sept.     "  1,397  32 

1,486  7S 

Riebard  Lawrence, 31  Dec.  1829,       2,059  19 

31  Mar.  1830,  532  59 

30  June,  "  1,375  43 

30  Sept.  <«  1,863  43 

5,830  64 

Gilbert  Lewis, SI  Dec.  1829,  2  73 

31  Mar.  1830,  2  22 
SO  June,    "                 3  14 

30  Sept.     '«  3  74 

11^8 

Julius  C.  Smith, 30  Sept.  1829, 36  45 

Peter  McCarty, 30  Sept.  1829,  717  26 

31  Dec.     '<  734  84 
31  Mar.  1830,  415  50  . 

80  June,    *<  989  15 

30  Sept.     «<  583  05 

3,489  80 

Robert  McMenomy, 31  Dec.  1829,  1  05 

Archibald  Bryce, 31  Mar.  1830,        1 ,038  42 

SO  June,     "  340  79 

SO  Sept.     «'  541  51 

1,920  72 

Rowland  R.  Mintum, 31  Dec.  1 829,        1 ,  046  8 1 

31  Mar.  1830,  423  57 
SO  June,    <<          2,112  20 

30  Sept.     "  1,361  18 

4,943  76 

James  Mabbett, 31  Dec.  1829,        2,111  74 

31  Mar.  1830,  831  24 
SO  June,     ''           1,384  99 

.    .  SO  Sept.     "  2,578  24 

6,906  21 

WiUiam  McLaughlin, 31  Dec.  1829,  6  29 

81  Mar.  18S0,  2  98 

Amount  carried  forward,. • | 


48  [AmbmMiT 

Amount  brought  forward, $ 

Wm.  McLanghlin,  qr.  end.  80  June,  1830,  £08  46 

SO  Sept.  «      110  65 

8*8  88 

James  M.  MUler, SO  Sept.  1829,     96  58 

31  Dec.  "  6  18 
80  Juno,  1880,  117  28 
80  Sept.  "      203  64 

428  68 

La^irrence  Powers, 81  Dee.  1829,         $U  46 

80  June,  1880,  24  40 

'  88  86 

Thomas  W.  Pearsall, 81  Dec  1829,      8,438  59 

81  Mar.  1880,  8,449  58 
80  June,  «  4,889  81 
80  Sept.      <'         4,429  09 

16,157  M 

Richard  Crawford, 80  June,  1880,  1  08 

80  Sept.      "  8  47 

455 

Geo.  iPKay  Morrell, 30  June,      "  2  85 

SO  Sept.   "       4  89 

7  74 

Solomon  Seixas, 81  Dec.  1829,     16  89 

81  Mar.  1830,     44  40 

80  June,  "      17  78 

79  01 

Aaron  Sergeant, 81  Dec.  1829, 25  30 

John  D.Brown, 81  Dec.   •*      219  49 

81  Mar.  1830,     10  00 

30  June,  "  11  81 
SO  Sept.  "      51  14 

S92  44 

James  Seton, 81  Dee.  1829,  28  46 

81  Mar.  1830,  3  00 

80  June,    "  2,876  28 

80  Sept.     «  8,086  87 

6,489  11 

William  Timpson, 81  Dec.  1829,  2 ,  160  80 

31  Mar.  1880,  1,382  85 
80  June,  ««  2,827  41 
SO  Sept.    "  4,912  82 

r  11,288  88 

Abm.  G.  Thompson, 8 1  Dec.   1829,      2 ,  578  98 

-  81  Mar,  1830,       1,680  20 

SO  June,    "  1,420  88    . 

5,675  01 

Edward  G.  Thompson,  ...  .80  June,    "  1 ,  105  21 

SO  Sept.    "          8,282  16  _ 

^  J 4,887  86 

Amount  carried  fatward, # 


Amount  brought  forward,. ...  $  ^ 

Thomas  Trtj^r,  qr.  end.  .  .SO  Jane,  1830,         588  6C 

30  Sept.    «  1,020  49. 

■ —     1,604  11 

Stephen  R.  Wi^^ne, SO  Sept.  18S9,  31  20  . 

31  Dec.     "  36  16 

67  36 

Samuel  PhilUps, SO  June,  1830,  437  29 

30  Sept.     "  162  06 

599  35 

William  K. Streng, SOJane,     "  3  53 

SO  Sept.     "  4  32 

7  87 

Elias  Warner, l»t  to 

18  Oct.    1829,  3  76 

to  27 

Mar.  1830,  64  75 

68  50 

Mannaduke  Waud, to  28 

Nov.  1829, 113  36 

William  W.  Wetmore, 31  Dec.  1829,  889  16 

31  Mar.  1830,  545  70 
30  June,    •*             435  64 

.    1,860  60 

Cbntelius  Agaew, 30  June,    "  ''  21  72 

30  Sept.     "  173  21 

194  93 

Henry  Hone, 31  Dec.  1829,      8,554  76 

31  Mar.  1830,  12,777  66 
30  June,     <'        10,228  79 

30  Sept.     "        14,418  77 

45,979  98 

Jacob  Van  Winkle, 31  Dec.  1829,  70  1 1 

31  Mar.  1830,  2  23 
SO  June,  "  38  00 
SOSept.    "                 S  74 

114  08 

William  O.  Bull, 30  June,   "  69  83 

30  Sept.    «  299  92 

— 369  75 

ABtany  County. 

fitatuel  Morgan, .....;.,..  30  June,  1830,         225  70 

SOSept.     "  174  12 

— — ^^—        399  82 

JohnStilw«U^ 31  Dee.  1«89,  367  80 

81  Mar.  1830,  80  78 

448  58 

Cmn'sW.Groecbeeck,.... 30  Sept  1839,  16  63 

31  Dee.     "  32  42 

•Amount  earned  forwaid,.  •••  I 
[A.  No.  37.]  7 


ThomAB 


Joseph : 

Duttel 

Ricbutl 


SS  3» 
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Anouut  brought  forward,  ......$  ( 

C.  W.  Groesbeeck,  qr.  end.  31  Mu-.  1830,  CS  65 

30  June,    "  33  87 
SO  Sept.     "  22  79 

133  78 

Lewis  Clark,  . , ..SOSept.    "     1  >> 

Oayuga  CoutUy. 

Abijeb  Keeler, SI  Dec.  1629,  10  00 

31  Mar.  1830,  10  39 
80  Sept.    «  3  00 

Hei»7  H.  Cooley, SO^ept.    "     9  12 

Chenango  Coutitt/. 

Nomuu  Hancoz, 31  Mar.    1630, 71 

CHnton  Countg. 

Junes  Bail«r, 30  June,  1630,  2  81 

30  Sept.     "  76 

^  3  67 

Columbia  Covnty. 

BareDt  Hoes, SO  June,  1630,  3  43 

30  Sept.      «  69 

*^  -  4  12 

Stephen  B.  Jordan, 31  Mar.      "     3  00 

Ddavoare  Comity. 

William  B.  Sheldon, 31  Mar.    18S0,  80 

30  June,      "  63 

1  43 

Dvtchett  County. 
Amaziah  RiBk^ii"  ^^  t.<_-    loan  ••  mi 


Joba  F.  Kittle SI  Mar.  1880,  57 

SO  June,  "  2  69 

nTrroD, SI  Mar.  to 

'                          April  8, 1880,  84  00 

90  Sept.    «  68  00 


ft  87 


1  84 


S9  SS 


Na  ST.]  M 

Amount  brought  forward #  $ 

Vkhui  Martin,  qr.  end. . .  .80  June,  18S0,  1  SO 

SO  Sept.    "  87 

Ji^ervon  Ootmtjf. 

JtionPhelpa, 81  Mar.  1880,  181 

80  Sept     **  8 

Monroe  County. 

Geoim  W.  Pratt, SI  Dee.  1829,     10  00 

81  Mar.  1880,     5  65 
30  June  *♦      10  70 

50  Sept.  "      18  08  ■ 

Levi  W.  Sibley, 81  Dec.  1889,  8.0  28 

51  Mar.  1880,  4  87 
80  June.    "                 «  00 

80  Sept.    ';  8  00 

39  09 

Charles  W.  Barnard, SOJune,    "     8  00 

Ciaric  Butler, 31  Dec.  1829,  1  00 

81  Mar.  1880,  7  85 

8  86 

Montgomery  County. 

Joseph  Farmer, 81  Mar.  1880,  19 

81  Sept.   "  18  86 

14  06 

Matthew  O.  Davis, SO  Sept.  1829, 2  08 

Niagara  County. 

Walter  W.  Prentice, 81  Dec.  1889.  1  44 

81  Mar.  1830,  1  05 

SOJune   "  1  41 


S  90 
QecW.  Rogera, 81  Dec.  1889, 6 

Oneida  County. 

James  Hooker, 81  Mar.  1880,  8  00 

SOJune,    "  4  00 

80  Sept.    «  7  00 


18  00 


3  86 


77  00 


Amount  carried  forward,. 
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Amount  brought  forwsrd,  •••••« ^ 

Henry  W.  Osbdrne,qr.  end.  SI  Dec.  1829,  10  M 

31  Mar.  18SQ,  1  66 


timothy  C.  Dwight, SI  Dec.  1829,  04 

SI  Mar.  1830,  1  31 


David  Bailey, 31  Dec.  1829,  2  00 

31  March,  to 

SO  Sept.  18S0,  1  00 


Daniel  Martfing, 31  Dec.  1829, . . , 

Saratoga  OoutUy, 

Wm.  Scott, SO  JU116, 1830,  • , 

^miiel  Munger, 31  Dec.  1829,. . . 

St.  Lamrence  County. 

Michael  Daniels, 30  SfefA.  18S0, . . 

Gko.  W.  Ford^ 31  Mar.     "      . . 


tbrnm 


Rensadaer  County. 

fetchard  L.  M'Donald, 31  Deo.  1829,  2  86 

31  Mar.  1830,  29 

SO  June,  "  2  25 

SO  Sept.   ''  It 


]L.ucius  Field, 30  June,  1880,  1  06 

80  Sept.     "  5  01 


12  58 


Onondaga  C&unfy. 

Jasper  H.  Colvin, SO  June,  lS30.«.r..  ......  SU 

Benj.  T.  Williams, March,    1829, 

toFeb'y,  1830, SM 

Henry  Conklin, ...SOJune,      "     114 

Ontario  Couoiy. 
Asher Torrence, 31  Dec.  1829,.... 7  00 

Orange  County. 
Comfort  Cropsey, 30  June,  1830, 2  00 

Orleans  County. 

Stephen  H.  Seamans, 30  June,  1830, 48 

County. 


1  S5 


»00 


5  01 


Marquis  M.  BaiA, SO  Sept.  1830, 7  74 

Lortozo  CadweU, 31  Dec.  1829,  52     . 

31  Mar.  18S0,     .  V  40       - 


1  9S 


6  07 
49 

66 
537 

1 

10  00 
9  98 

Amount,  carried  forward, $ 
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Amount  brought  forward,.  •  •  •  •  •$ 

Ro0well  Perry,  qr.  end SO  June,  18S0, 

50  Sept.      " 

Philip  H.  Furmao, SI  Dec.  1829, 

51  Mar.  18S0, 


Seneca  CowUy. 

Abner  N.  Beardsley, 30  June,  18S0,  51 

SO  Sept.      "  «8 

James  Brooks, <.  •  .SO  Sept.  1829,  10  37 

to  20  Feb.  1830,  56 


1  55 
1  52 

2  80 

n 

YfUes  Covmty. 

William  Plummer, 30  June,  1880,  4  66 

80  Sept.      "  1  85 


8  07 


2  97 


79 


10  98 


40 


Suffolk  County. 

Nathan  Tinker, '. 80  Sept.  18^, 

SamaelMiller, 80Sept.      "^  16 

Tompkitu  County. 

U.Y.  Hazard, 31  Dee.  1829, 2  60 

Wayne  County. 

Ira  White, 80  Sept.  1880, 8  00 

Daniel  Hendee, 81  Dec.  1829,  88 

31  Mar.  1830,  8  88 

30  Sept.    "  48 


4  09 


6  50 


Total, $218,618  66 


.  ♦ 


No.  38. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  17,  1831 


Annual  Report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners. 

The  Canal  Commissioners,  in  obeJience  to  the  act  of  the  Legisia* 
lure,  requiring  an  annual  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  publie*. 
works,  and  of  their  proceedings  in  relation  thereto,  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  Report : 

» 

Although  the  navigable  canals  have  not  undergone  anjr  material 
ehange  during  the  last  year,  their  general  condition  has  been  im- 
proved,, and  they  have  continued  to  afford  ample  facilities  for  the 
tnnsportation  of  the  great  and  increasing  amount  of  domestic  and 
foreign  commodities  conveyed  upon  them« 

The  Erie,  Cayuga  and  Seneca,  and  Oswego  canals,  were  opened 
OD  the  20th  of  April ;  but  the  navigation  of  the  Champlain  canal  was 
delayed,  on  account  of  the  rebuilJing  of  three  locks,  until  the  first  of 
May.  From  these  periods,  it  continued  until  closed  by  the  ice  on 
the  18th  of  December ;  but  before  this  time  arrived,  the  transporta-  • 
tion  of  every  thing  was  accomplished  that  had  been  contemplated  to 
be  done  within  the  usual  period  of  navigation. 

The  receipts  of  toll  have  been  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Erie  and  Champlain  Canals, 

At  Albany, $213,044  82 

"    West-Troy, 124,77146 

««     Schenectady, 37,805  98 

«     Little-Falls, 8,670  97 

**     Utica, 46,142  10 

"    Rome, 28,835  26 

"    Syracuse,  85,876  30 

Carried  forward,  544,146  89 
[A.  No.  88.]  1 
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Brought  forward,  .«  $544,146  89 

At  Montezuma,    75,845  74 

"    Lyons,    24,229  18 

"    Palmyra,    48,337  94    . 

''    Roehester,   150,128  83 

''     Brockport,   ., 12,313  52 

**     Albion, 12,138  95 

'«     Lockport, 21,553  24 

«     Bafialo, 48,958  64 

"    Geneva,  "31,478  29 

««    Waterford  and  Sloop  lock,  .  10,527  29 

"«    FortEdward, 11,766  49 

^*    Whitehall,   41,05168 


Oswego  CamU. 

AtSalina, 8,662  32 

''    Oswego,   3,672  86 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  Canal. 

At  Geneva, 5,223  39 

^    Monteinuna, 6,764  42 


1,032,476  68 


12,335  tS 


11,987  81 
$1,056,799  67 


In  relation  to  the  Oswego  canal,  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  wood  which  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  salt,  is 
brought  upon  this  canal  free  from  toll.  Were  the  usual  charges 
made  on  this  article,  it  would  add  about  |^,000  to  the  colleetions* 

There  has  been  disbursed  on  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  by 

the  superintendents  of  repairs, $21 1,044  19 

On  the  Oswego  canal,  by  do •  •  • . .        12,972  51 

*'      Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  by  do 5,833  96 


% 


229,850  66 
By  Henry  Seymour,  on  the  Erie  canal,  •  •  •  |^14,464  50 

«        "  "  Oswego  do  . . .       3,410  00 

"  «  Salary, 1,500  00 

— 19,374  50 

By  W.  C.  Bouck,  on  the  Erie  cand, 1,746  32 

**        "        **  "      Champlain  do   . .       2,129  87 

Carried  forward,  3,876  19-249,225  16 
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Brought  forward, $3,876  19  $249,S25  16 

By  W.  C.  Bouck,  on  the  Cayuga  and  Seneca 

and  Lateral  do      7,055  30 

«        «  Salary,  1,500  00 

12,431  49 

261,656  65 
"        '*        <'        on  the  Chemung  canal, 96,824  75 

$358,481  40 


Besides  the  ordinary  repairs,  there  have  been  constructed  on  the 
nayigable  canals  during  the  last  year  : 
lOS  bridges. 
t  culverts. 
12  waste- weirs. 
4  lock^houses. 
1  guard-lock. 
S6  miles  of  docking  and  walling. 

10  aqueducts,  with  wooden  trunks,  have  been  in  part  rebuitt 
on  a  more  enlarged  and  substantial  plan. 

The  aqueduct  which  stands  on  Mud  Creek,  was  constructed  of 
stone  found  in  the  vicinity,  which  has  proved  so  soft  and  friable, 
that  its  exposure  to  the  changes  of  the  atmosphere,  for  the  last  seven 
years,  has  caused  it  to  crumble  and  decay,  and  there  was  danger  of 
a  failure  of  the  main  work.  The  parapet  walls  have  been  rebuilt ; 
the  ring  stone  of  the  arches,  and  such  other  parts  of  the  work  as 
were  defective,  have  been  renewed  with  durable  stone,  and  the 
whole  structure  strongly  supported  with  large  buttresses. 

One  of  the  most  considerable  breaches  which  ha3  occurred  on  the 
eaaals  for  many  years,  took  place  in  the  month  of  June,  in  the  town 
of  Perrinton.  An  extraordinary  rain  threw  a  flood  of  water  into 
the  canal,  which  overflowed  its  banks  and  swept  away  a  great  qoan* 
ti^  of  the  sandy  soil  which  composed  the  bottom  and  side  of  the  ea- 
nd.  The  reparation  was  effected  in  ten  days,  and  at  an  expense  of 
a  little  more  than  three  thousand  dollars.  To  prevent  a  recurrence 
of  such  a  disaster,  we  are  rebuilding  and  greatly  enlarging  the  waste'* 
weirs  and  flood  gates  on  this  level. 

Other  breaches  have  occurred  on  various  parts  of  the  canals,  but 
they  have  not  been  of  such  magnitude  as  materially  to  interrupt  the 
navigation. 
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There  has  been  a  better  supply  of  water,  and  the  numerous  levels 
have  been  more  equally  filled  and  sustained,  than  in  former  years. 
There  are  on  the  Erie  canal  upwards  of  eighty  levels,  and  it  requires 
a  constant  vigilance  to  keep  them  filled  to  the  top  water  line,  and  at 
all  times  it  is  not  practicable.  Most  of  the  levels  are  fed  one  from 
another,  and  abroach  in  one,  or  a  reduction  of  water  for  the  stoppage 
of  leaks,  or  from  other  unavoidable  causes,  will  occasion  a  derange- 
menl  on  the  levels  which  are  dependant  upon  it,  which  it  will  take 
some  time  to  adjust.  And  although  there  are  cases  where  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  ie  vek  may  be  caused  by  the  neglect  of  the  locktenders 
and  others,  it  is  believed  that  most  of  them  arise  from  unayoidaUe 
causes. 


% 


The  improvement  of  the  public  works,  the  payment  of  damagei, 
and  other  unsettled  claims,  have  hitherto  served  to  swell  the  expen- 
ditures on  the  canals,  beyond  even  our  own  expectations. 

The  amount  disbursed  by  the  commissioners  and  superintendents 
of  repairs  for  the  last  ybar,  is  however,  about  f  80,000  less  than  the 
preceding  year,  and  it  is  believed  from  the  best  estimate  which  cm 
now  be  made,  that  another  year  will  show  a  still  farther  reduction. 

The  following  statement  of  property  which  passed  Utica  on  the 
Erie  canal,  during  the  last  and  the  preceding  year,  exhibits  the  in- 
crease of  tonnage  upon  that  canal. 

'     1829.  18S0. 

Domestic  spirits, galls.  1,748,148  1,812,918 

Shingles, M.           25,646  20,786 

Sawed  lumber, feet,  17,655,424  21,257,490 

Timber, "           161,525  262,468 

Staves, 6,687,8 10  6,009,000 

Flour,. bbls.       846,277  532,464 

Provisions, ''            81,260  86,981 

Salt, «            67,517  75,10« 

Ashes, : *♦            28,179  S4,7M 

Lime, "              9,940  11,220 

Beer, ««              1,182  595 

Cider, <«                 857  124 

Wood,. cords,          6,517  8,666 

Wheat, bush.       585,012  714,406 

Coarse  grain, «           824,848  287,147 


0 


« 
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Bra», ."  66,641  d6,S80 

PeM  and  beans, .< '«  8,941  6,7t4 

Grass  seeds, lbs.  625,408  1,212,895 

Wool, "  383,162  626,462 

Cheese, *<  1,065,296  1,727,403 

Butter  and  lard, «  2,224,000  2,216,609 

Hops, "  288,960  369,248 

Furs  and  peltry '*  197,120  284,069 

Gypsum, «  2,768,640  4,829,667 

Stone, "  8,720,320  7,871,661 

Meiebandize, <'  80,162,880  89,931,964 

Furniture, "  5,465,600  6,612,624 

The  tolls  received  during  the  last  year,  exceed  the  receipts  of  the 
previous  year  f2S7,421.16.  This  excess  has  been  produced  princi- 
pally by  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  wheat,  flour,  and  merchandise ; 
the  general  improvements  of  business,  and  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion. By  reference  to  a  table  hereunto  annexed,  furnished  by  the 
collector  at  Bufialo,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  of  property  sent 
to  and  from  the  country  west  of  this  State,  has  increased  about  one 
hundred  per  cent,  during  the  last  year. 

0 

On  the  Cbamplain  canal,  the  amount  reeeived  for  toll  is  ^9fiii.40 
leas  than  in  1829.  This  diminution  is  probably  in  a  great  measure 
owing  to  the  destrucMon  of  mills  and  property,  and  the  loss  of  logs 
lamber,  by  the  great  flood  which  occurred  at  the  north  last  summer; 
and  it  may  have  been  occasioned  in  part  by  the  depressed  price  of 
lumber,  which  has  not  presented  inducement  to  send  this  article,  the 
great  staple  of  the  north,  to  market.  The  receipt  of  toll  on  this 
canal  the  present  year,  it  is  expected  will  be  at  least  equal  to  that  of 
any  preceding  year. 

CHEMUNG  CANAL. 
Early  last  spring,  the  acting  canal  commissioners  re-examined  the 
propositions  which  had  previously  been  received  for  constructing 
the  Chemung  canal,  and  selected  those  which  were  the  most  favor* 
able  to  the  State.  Contracts  were  entered  into  for  nearly  every 
part  of  this  work,  at  prices,  which,  in  the  a^^egate,  according  to  the 
estimate  of  the  engineer,  after  adding  those  items  not  included  in 
the  contracts,  and  the  probable  expense  of  the  engineer  department, 
amoant  to  $290,263. 
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TKe  eontraotore  have  all  commeneed  their  work,  and  have  thus  far 
pnraeyered  with  commendable  diligence.  Several  mil^s  of  ezcava* 
tion  are  nearlj  completed.  The  jobs  on  which  the  most  remaina  to 
be  done,  will  be  fH^osecuted  during  the  winter ;  and  we  entertain  the 
ci|ftnioB  that,  if  the  next  season  should  be  favorable,  this  canal  will 
be  completed  in  October  next. 

CROOKED  LAKE  CANAL. 

In  the  month  of  August,  the  canal  appraisers  ascertained  the  dam- 
ages contemplated  by  the  act  authorising  the  construction  of  the 
Clocked  Lake  canal.  The  amount  of  damages  awarded  to  those 
owners  of  hydraulic  works,  who  did  not  release  their  claims,  was 
paid  by  the  persons  intlerested  in  this  improvement,  into  the  Bank 
of  Geneva,  to  the  credit  of  the  canal  commissioners,  and  will  be 
paid  to  the  persons  entitled  thereto,  as  soon  as  the  work  commen- 
ces. Soon  after  the  provisions  of  the  act  in  reference  to  damages 
had  been  complied  with,  public  notice  was  given  for  receiving  pro- 
posals to  construct  this  canal.  These  propositions  were  examined 
in  October,  and  finding  that  the  terms  offered  came  within  the  re- 
qoirements  of  the  law,  the  acting  commissioners  entered  into  con- 
tracts for  the  execution  of  this  work,  at  prices,  which  in  the  aggre- 
gate, after  adding  the  probable  expense  of  the  engineers,  amount 
to  $95,820.  The  work  will  not  be  commenced  until  next  spring, 
and  by  the  terms  of  the  contracts,  the  canal  is  to  be  completed  by 
the  first  of  September,  18S2. 

In  pursuance  of  laws  in  reference  to  this  subject,  a  survey  hu 
been  made  of  a  canal  route  from  Bome  to  the  High  Falls  of  the 
Black  river,  and  also  a  survey  of  the  Susquehanna  and  Chemung 
rivers.  The  engineers  who  were  appointed  to  perform  these  servi- 
ces, have  not  completed  their  maps  and  reports.  The  commission- 
ers expect,  however,  that  they  shall  be  able  to  present  them  to  the 
Legislature  within  a  few  days. 

They  have  not  been  able  to  carry  into  effect  the  act  authorising 
a  survey  of  a  canal  route  from  Rochester  to  the  Allegany  river,  for 
tte  want  of  funds.  The  sum  appropriated  being  but  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars ;  and  there  having  been  no  contributions  offered  by 
Individuab  to  make  up  an  amount  sufficient  to  accomplish  the  object 
of  the  act,  they  deemed  it  worse  than  useless  to  expend  the  appro- 
priation in  a  partial  survey. 
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PerhapB  it  may  not  be  improper  here  to  notice  tbe  compUinttf 
which  have  been  made  of  the  proceedings  of  the  canal  commiwioii* 
ers  and  the  canal  board,  in  reference  to  the  disposition  of  the  sur^ 
phis  waters,  at  the  village  of  Lockport.  In  order  to  remove  any  un* 
just  impression  which  these  may  have  occasioned,  we  subjoin  a  brief 
history  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  relating  to  this  transaction. 

The  completion  of  the  western  section  of  the  Erie  canal,  by  which 
the  waters  of  Lake  Erie .  were  drawn  through  the  mountain  ridge 
and  precipitated  into  the  levels  below,  in  such  quantities  as  to  sudr 
ply  the  navigation  eastward  to  the  Cayuga  marshes,  created  a  very 
valuable  hydraulic  power  at  the  village  of  Lockport.  A  race  waf 
constructed  at  this  place  to  pass  the  water  round  the  locks  into  the 
level,  which  runs  sixty  feet  below.  In  the  summer  of  1826, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  existing  laws,  the  right  to  use  this 
water,  in  its  descent,  for  the  purpose  of  propelling  mills  and  other 
machinery,  was  advertbed  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  Meaars. 
Kennedy  and  Hatch  became  the  purchasers,  and  to  them  a  Iea«e  was 
executed  by  the  commissioners,  as  the  law  required.  At  the  tiose  of 
the  sale,  the  land  adjoining  the  canal  and  race,  where  the  water  pow* 
er  existed,  was  owned  and  possessed  by  Darius  Comstock.  Some* 
time  afterwards,  however,  Lyman  A.  Spalding  became  the  pareha- 
aer  of  Gomstodc's  lands,  and  he  subsequently  purchased  other  lands 
adjoining  the  opposite  side  of  the  canal,  so  as  entirely  to  enclose  the 
locks  and  race. 

Before  any  encroachments  were  made  upon  the  public  property  by 
Mr.  Spalding,  as  well  as  afterwards,  he  was  informed  by  Mr.  Sey** 
mour,  one  of  the  acting  commissioners,  that  the  State  having  sold  the 
waters  to  Messrs.  Kennedy  and  Hatch,  the  commissioners  wouU 
consider  it  their  dut j  to  afford  such  means  as  were  in  their  power  to 
protect  the  rights  of  the  purchasers ;  and  in  case  he  used  the  water 
without  permission,  they  would  be  obliged  to  turn  the  water  irona 
his  mill,  whenever  required  by  the  lessees. 

Unmindful  of  this  admonition,  Mr.  Spalding  entered  upon  and  took 
possession  of  the  surplus  waters  of  the  canal,  whose  use  had  been 
sold  as  aforesaid  to  Kennedy  and  Hatch.  Immediately  over  the  race 
he  erected  a  large  flouring  mill ;  he  covered  the  race,  and  construct- 
ed a  mill  yard  upon  the  same,  and  diverted  a  part  of  the  water  from 
the  channel  which  had  been  constructed  for  it  by  the  State ;  whidk 
water  he  sold  or  leased  to  other  individuals,  for  the  use  of  machinery 
and  mills. 


8  [ASSCMBLT 

Mr.  Spalding  thus  appropriated  to  himself  land  and  water  whieh 
had  never  belonged  to  him ;  the  water  having  been  brought  from 
Lake  Erie,  and  the  land  occupied  bjr  the  race  having  been  taken  from 
Oomstock,  and  appropriated  by  the  laws  of  the  State  to  the  public 
ase.  It  constituted  a  part  of  the  public  works,  which,  by  the  arti- 
cles of  the  constitution,  are  declared  to  be  the  unalienable  and  inde- 
feasible property  of  the  people  of  this  State.  And  had  the  lands  pur- 
chased  of  Comstock  been  injured  by  the  canal,  instead  of  being  ea- 
hanced  in  value  as  they  have  been  an  hundred  fold,  Mr.  Spalding 
could  not  have  even  applied  for  damages,  inasmuch  as  he  could  have 
obtained'  no  title  or  claim  to  the  property  jof  which  Comstock  had 
been  divested  by  the  laws  of  the  State.  Not  having  been  deprived 
of  either  land  or  water,  nor  having  been  injured  in  any  respect  what- 
ever, Mr.  Spalding  could  not  present  any  legal  or  equitable  claim 
upon  the  State. 

Soon  after  this  trespass  upon  the  surplus  water,  the  lessees  com* 
plained  of  Mr.  Spalding's  infringemeiA  of  their  rights,  and  called 
on  the  Canal  Commissioners  and  Canal  Board  to  prevent  him  from 
the  further  use  of  the  water. 

It  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  when  the  water  was  leased,  the 
eommissioners  were  unauthorised,  as  they  now  are,  to  lease  with  it 
any  land  belonging  either  to  the  public  or  individuals.  The  lessees 
therefore  took  only,  the  exclusive  right  of  using  the  water,  and  of 
drawing  it  from  the  canal  or  race,  in  such  manner  as,  in  the  opinion 
of  uie  canal  commissioners,  would  not  be  injurious  to  the  public 
works;  and  in  case  they  had  no  land  on  which  to  erect  hydraulic 
works,  they  took  the  risk  of  being  able  to  purchase  it,  or  of  finding 
their  recompence  in  selling  their  privilege  to  those  who  might  pos- 
sess or  procure  a  location  for  mills  or  machinery.  Mr.  Spalding,  by 
taking  possession  of  the  race,  and  of  the  water,  and  refusing  to  make 
any  compensation-to  the  lessees,  wholly  deprived  them  of  the  bene- 
ficial use  of  their  property.  They  alleged  that  the  tacit  permission 
to  Spalding  to  use  the  water,  prevented  them  from  occupying  it,  and 
also  from  selling  the  right  of  using  it  to  others  ;  that  this  indulgence 
operated  as  a  fraud  upon  them,  and  its  further  continuance  would  be 
a  breach  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners,  who,  in  sell* 
ing  the  water,  were  bound,  in  common  justice,  to  deliver  it  to  the 
jKirehaaer,  or  to  exercise  that  authority  which  they  so  fully  posses- 
sed, of  preventing,other  persons  from  taking  possession  of  it,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  rightful  owners.    In  this  view  of  the  case,  the  ca- 
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nal  board  entirely  concurred ;  but  desirous  of  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment of  the  controversy,  and  reluctant  to  stop  the  mills  while  there 
remained  any  prebabillty  that  this  meitSTtre  couM  be  avoided,  tbe 
board  requested  the  then  Comptroller,  now  Judge  Ufafty,  toeomaiv- 
Qic<||er^.^aldi|ig  its  opinion  of  the  illegality  of  his  proceedings, 
and  of  the  necessity  there  wou^  be.  of  depriving  his  mills  of  the  use 
of  the  water,  should  be  n^gl^t  to  make  some  compromise,  or  pur* 
chase  of  the  lessees, 

s 

This  friendly  notice,  which  it  was  hoped  would  lead  to  a  compro- 
mise between  the  parties,  failed  of  producing  the  desired  effect.  Mr. 
Spalding  refused  to  listen  to  any  terms  of  accommodation,  and  per- 
sisted in  using  the  water,  in  defiance  of  the  rights  of  the  lessees. 
Not  long  after  this,  Kennedy,  one  of  the  lessees,  died,  and  his  into* 
rest  in  the  lease  falling  into  the  hands  of  others,  no  united  applica- 
tion by  the  persons  interested  was  made,  either  to  the  canal  board, 
or  to  the  commissioners,  until  the  autumn  of  1829,  when  Charles  E, 
Dudley,  Benjamin  Knower,  Lot  Clark  and  Thomas  W.  Olcott,  who 
had  purchased  the  rights  of  the  first  lessees,  applied  to  the  canal 
eommissioners  to  prevent  the  further  use  of  the  water  by  Spalding« 
Written  notice  of  this  application  was  served  upon  him.  Ho  how- 
ever neglected  to  appear ;  and  the  commissioners,  satisfied  that  ther« 
was  no  prospect  of  an  amicable  settlement  between  the  parties,  pass- 
ed a  resolution  directing  the  superintendent  to  discharge  the  water 
through  the  locks,  and  not  allow  it  to  be  drawn  to  the  use  of  ^any 

mill  or  machinery,  without  the  permission  of  the  lessees. 

The  effect  of  this  measure  has  been,  to  put  the  lessees  in  the  par- 
tial enjoyment  of  their  property.  And  it  is  beli^ed  that  its  example 
will  tend  to  prevent  other  depredations  upon  the  surplus  waters  of 
the  State. 

Since  this  order  has  been  put  in  execution,  the  mills  belonging  to 
Spalding  have  ceased  to  run.  Fortunately  for  the  surrounding  coun- 
try, there  are  other  mills  and  machinery  which  are  kept  in  operatioii 
by  the  surplus  water  which  has  been  purchased  of  the  lessees,  and 
drawn  over  land  granted  by  Spalding  for  the  construction  of  a  race, 
and  from  which  he  had  undertaken  to  sell  water  rights. 

lo  the  winter  of  1830,  Mr.  Spalding  applied  to  the  Canal  Board  to 
[A.  No.  58.]  2 
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▼aukt*  this  order  j  but  the  Board,  after  a  full  inTestigation  of  aU  th* 
fittta  and  oireunutanees  eonoeeted  with  thia  eontroreny,  paaaed  « 
ratoltttimi  «*Brwwwg  the  order  of  the  eommiasioiiers. 

STEPHEN  VAN  REN88ELAE*, 
SAMUEL  YOUNO, 
HENRY  SEYMOUR, 
WILLIAM  C.  BOUCK. 
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To  the  foregofiog  must  be  added  the  foUowii|g  property, 
which  toll  18  not  charged  bj  weight,  and  b  not  included  in  the 
ber  of  tons  of  down  frei^t  above  stated. 

ARRIVED. 


COKDS 
WOOD. 

rr.  tuamR. 

M.  sBair«i.Bs 

rr.  LUMM 

April,  ••••  •••• 

168 
2,224 
1,200 
1,266 
1,432 
2,614 
1,649 
2,163 

280 

"466 

30,000 

274 

"*4S6 
612 

6$1 
3,839 

2,176 

2,222 

786 

461 

984 

692 

79 

863,3i 
4.897.n 

June.  ••••  ••••. 

4,216«Hl 

July.  ••••  ••••• 

4,679,7^ 
2,999,M 
2,285,U 
2,691 ,« 
2,96S,M 
432, M 

August, 

Se^mber,.... 

Oetober, 

NoTember, .... 
December, .... 

Total,.... 

12,996 

81,621 

11,810 

26,832,li 

The  qaanti^  of  merehandize,  be.  that  was  conveyed  on  tbaj 
nakyi^om  the  citj  of  Albany,  and  the  amount  of  toll  paid  thei 
in  the  year  18S0,  is  as  foUows : 

MERCHANDIZE.  TOLL. 


April,. ... . 
May...... 

June, 

Julj,  .... . 
Augiut,  ... 
September, 
October,  . . 
November, 
December, . 


ToUiy 


ITBTT  TON.. 


2,761 

7,981 
2,261 
2,617 
2,386 
4,413 
6,948 
5,795 
820 


D01.1.AU1. 


39,972 


15,375 
44,242 
18,067 
13,794 
16.001 
27^662 
42,856 
31,736 
3,301 


#212,027 


'ieCi 


hod 


1 


16 


•  •  •  • 


16 


The  whole  number  of  canal  boats  that  arrived  at  and  departi 
from  Albany  in  the  year  1830,  was  twelve  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety. 


ie  Canaj  Board. 


PomdiFn 


6'.... 

«8,9<iso 

49  >  2670 

S9>4<666 

6>*'488 


•  •  • 


•  •  ■ 


«  4 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


164,0(480 


l64,0j^Sn 


Ft  Lomber. 


8,469 
19,815 
28,886 
37,929 
20,000 
11,961 
8,500 
1,000 


136,499 
39,125 


97,874 


A«gicg(l«Wai|M- 


1,955,735 
3,799,087 
2,976,268 
3,628,684 
3,471,443 
6,690,572 
5,018,442 
5,262,446 
1,390,625 


33,093,302 
3,019,857 


30.073,445 
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No.  3d. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  18,  1831. 


MESSAGE 

From  the  Governor,  transmitting  a  letter  of  the  Spe> 
cial  Counsel,  concerning  the  special  circuit  court 
and  court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  in  the  county  of 
Niagara. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

I  hare  received  official  notice,  that  the  special  circuit 
court,  and  court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  in  the  countj  of  Niagara,  which 
was  adjourned  over  to  the  6rst  Monday  in  January  instant,  has  ceas«> 
ed.  It  was  intended  to  have^ad  that  court  adjourned  until  the 
second  Monday  in  February  next,  when  one  of  the  justices  of  the 
supreme  court  would  be  at  leisure  to  hold  it,  according  to  the  design 
of  the  Legislature ;  and  an^rrangement  had  been  made  with  Judge 
Marcy  to  that  effect.  The  letter  of  the  Special  Counsel  addressed 
to  me,  accompanied  by  the  letter,  which  he  received  from  Judge 
Gardner,  transmitted  to  you  herewith,  will  explain  the  causes  of  the 
failure.  The  motives  which  induced  the  Legislature  originally  to 
provide  for  a  special  court,  still  exist  with  unabated  force,  and  there 
is  now  superadded  to  them,  considerations  of  public  interest,  arising 
from  preparations  for  the  court  which  was  expected  to  be  held  on 
the  second  Monday  in  February.  The  existing  laws,  do  not,  in  my 
opinion,  confer  sufficient  power  upon  the  supreme  court  to  meet  the 
necessities  of  the  case. 

I  do  therefore  recommend  that  a  law  be  passed,  reviving  the  pro* 
visions  of  the  act  of  April  17, 18S0,  so  far  as  to  enable  the  court  to 
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be  hetd  on  the  second  Monday  of  February  next,  and  to  be  continu- 
ed by  adjournment.  The  manifest  propriety  of  giving  time  for  both 
parties  to  prepare  for  trial^  wiU,  I  trusty  induce  the  Legislature  to  act 
in  this  matter  without  delay. 

E.  T.  THROOP. 
Albany,  January  IB^  1831. 
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Communication  of  the  Special  CounaeL 


Pampey^  January  14,  18SL 
DsAR  Sib — 

I  enclose  herewith  three  letters  from  Judge  Gardner,  be- 
ing all  that  I  hare  received  from  him.  There  seems  to  have  been 
some  misonderstanding  between  us  which  1  very  much  regret.  It 
seems  that  he  had  got  the  impression  that  the  adjourned  circuit  was 
fixed  for  the  first  Monday  of  January ;  which  impression  was  probii» 
bly  the  cause  of  his  leaving  home  so  as  not  to  have  received  the 
communications  I  addressed  to  him  from  Albany,  the  m<Mnenl  1  h$A 
obtaioed  Judge  Marcy's  consent  to  hold  the  circuit,  and  in  season  to 
have  reached  him  at  Rochester  in  time  to  have  gone  out  and  adjourn* 
ed  the  court.  From  his  last  letter,  (  suppose  it  certain,  that  the 
court  will  not  have  been  adjourned  over,  and  of  course  must  fail, 
unless  we  take  one  of  two  courses.  Either  procure  an  order  of  the 
Chief  Justice,  under  the  stat.  2  Revised  laws,  p.  204,  see.  24,  or  a 
special  act,  appointing  a  circuit  for  the  second  Monday  of  February* 
The  objections  to  the  former  course,  which  have  occurred  to  me  in 
the  short  time  that  I  have  had  to  reflect  on  the  subject,  are  these*-*^ 
A  question  may  possiblv  arise,  whether  the  section  referred  to  is  in- 
tended to  provide  for  the  failure  of  such  a  special  court  as  this ;  m 
question  which  would  arise  after  trial.  And  the  question  would  be, 
whether  the  court,  held  under  such  appointment  of  the  Chief  Jtistiee, 
would  have  power  to  acyourn,  should  imperious  circumstanees  ren« 
der  it  indispensable.  I  dont  know  that  there  can  be  a  serious  doubt 
on  these  questions,  but  an  apprehension  of  either  as  a  posrible  con- 
sequence, would  render  it  advisable  to  pursue  a  safe  course  if  prae« 
ticable.  Upon  the  whole,  I  submit  to  your  consideration  the  proper 
course  to  be  observed.  Should  you  incline  to  an  appointment  bj 
the  Chief  Justice,  I  would  wish  it  made  promptly  and  for  the  second 
Monday  of  February.  But  perhaps  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  take 
this  course,  unless  upon  due  advisement,  it  should  be  thought  safe* 
It  might  be  prudent  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  on 
this  subject.  Should  you  incline  to  the  course  of  obtaining  a  specitti 
act,  I  would  then  wish  your  Excellency  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Legislature  in  a  manner  to  command  their  prompt  attention. 

Mr.  Gardner's  last  letter  mentions  one  circumstance  before  un- 
known to  me,  as  to  the  objections  to  his  trying  the  indictments  in 
Monroe,  namely — ^that  he  was  district-attorney  on  one  or  both  of 
these  cases.  So  that  the  necessity  of  obtaining  another  judge  for 
that  circuit,  would  seem  to  be  indispensable. 

Very  respectfully,  1  am  sir. 

Your  Excellency's  ob't  ser'vt. 

VICTORY  BIRDSEYE, 

Special  Caunad, 
His  Ex.  Ejffos  T.  Throof. 
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Letter  from  Judge  Gardner  to  the  Special  Counsel. 


MardiuSj  11  January^  1831. 
DxAs  Sir — 

I  have  this  luoinent  finished  the  perusal  of  your  report.  You 
remark  that  you  expect  me  to  adjourn  the  Niagara  circuit.  I  regret 
extremely  that  there  should  have  been  any  misunderstanding  on 
this  subject.  When  you  wrote  me  upon  the  subject  of  Judge  Mose- 
ley's  holding  the  circuit,  and  requesting  me  to  adjourn  it  to  some  day 
(o  be  fixed  by  Judge  Moseley  and  yourself,  I  replied  that  I  would  at- 
tend for  that  purpose,  and  requested  you  to  inform  me  by  letter,  bj 
an  early  day,  of  the  time  agreed  upon,  as  I  contemplated  a  journey 
to  the  east.  I  had  the  impression,  which  has  continued  until  I  saw 
your  report,  that  Judge  Marc/ adjourned  the  circuit  until  ih^  first 
Monday  of  January.  I  remained  at  Rochester  until  the  first  day  of 
January,  and  receiving  no  communication  from  you,  I  supposed  that 
some  arrangement  had  been  made,  by  which  the  circuit  was  to  be 
held  at  the  time  to  which  it  then  stood  adjourned.     My  own  misa^ 

{>rebension  as  to  the  time,  and  no  reply  having  been  received  to.  mj 
etter,  are  the  causes  of  this  unpleasant  mistake.  I  regret  its  oc- 
currence the  more  as  it  may  delay  you  in  the  discharge  of  duties  al- 
ready Buffieiently  embarrassing. 

A  splicial  act  of  the  legislature  may  of  course  be  procured  fixing 
the  circuit  in  February.  And  perhaps  this  may  be  the  only  incon- 
venience resulting  from  this  error. 

I  observe  your  report  is  dated  at  Albany.  I  have  thought  it  pro- 
bable that  you  might  have  been  there  when  I  wrote  you,  and  direct- 
ed my  letter  to  you  at  Pompey. 

In  relation  to  the  Monroe  circuit,  should  you  be  able  to  procure 
the  attendance  of  a  judge,  it  would  not  be  necessary  that  he  should 
reach  Rochester  until  late  in  the  second  week,  when  your  causes 
conld  proceed  without  interruption.  You  are  aware  that  I  was  dis* 
trict  attorney  when  the  bills  were  found  in  that  county,  and  my  name 
ia  attached  to  one,  if  not  both  of  them,  in  that  character.  There 
would  be  an  obvious  impropriety  in  my  presiding  at  such  trial,  inde- 
pendent of  the  considerations  I  suggested  to  you  in  my  former  letter. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

A.  GARDNER. 
Victory  Birdsete,  Esq. 


No.  40. 


JN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  17,   1831. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Seleet  Committee  on  the  memorial  of  the 
Common  Council  of  the  city  xof  New- York,  in  re- 
lation to  the  office  of  collector  in  said  city. 

Mr.  Livingston,  from^lie  select  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  common  council  of  the  citj  of  New-York,  lela- 
tive  to  a  law  authorising  the  appointment  of  collectors  inlaid  city, 

REPORTED— 

The  collector  of  taxes  for  the  13th  ward  of  said  city,  immediate- 
ly after  bis  election,  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties ;  but 
by  reason  of  severe  indisposition,  soon  became  disabled  from  pro- 
ceeding therewith.  No  hope  is  entertained  of  his  speedy  recovery ; 
and  it  has  been  deemed  necessary  by  the  corporation  of  the  city,  to 
appoint  another  person  in  his  place,  to  act  as  collector  of  the  ward, 
and  complete  the  duties  of  such  office  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
The  Revised  Statutes,  (vol.  1,  399,)  provide  for  the  appointment  o/ 
a  new  collector  under  such  circumstances,  by  the  supervisor  and  two 
justices  of  the  town  or  ward  ;  but  there  being  no  two  justices  belong- 
ing to  the  13th  ward,  or  to  any  ward  in  the  city  of  New-York,  doubts 
are  entertained  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  law  to  meet  the  present  or 
any  similar  case  occurring  in  that  city.  These  doubts  are  strength- 
ened from  the  fact,  that  authority  is  given  to  the  corporation  of  the 
city  of  Albany  to  appoint  a  collector  whenever  a  case  similar  to  the 
one  in  New- York  may  happen.     See  R.  Stat.  vol.  1,  421. 

The  committee  therefore  deem  it  expedient  that  a  law  should  be 
passed,  conferring  upon  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New- York, 
powers  similar  to  those  conceded  to  the  corporation  of  the  city  of 
Albany,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  collectors.  A  bill  has  been 
prepared,  and  leave  is  asked  to  introduce  the  same. 
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No.  41. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  19,   1831 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,. on  the  petition 
of  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New- York,  relative  to 
the  office  of  vice-chancellor  in  said  city. 

The  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New- York,  praying  for  the 
passage  of  a  law  authorising  the  appointment  of  a  vice-cbancellor  to 
reside  in  the  city  of  New-York, 

REPORTED— 

That  by  reference  to  the  Journals  of  the  Assembly,  it  will  be  seen, 
that  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  a  vice-chancellor  to  reside  in 
the  city  of  New-York,  and  whose  official  duties  should  be  confined 
exclusively  to  the  court  of  chancery,  was  agitated  in  the  Legislature 
of  1829.  Among  the  documents  accompanying  the  special  message 
of  the  Governor  of  March  2d  of  that  year,  same  Journals,  p.  686, 
there  will  be  found  a  strong  opinion  of  the  chancellor  in  favor  of  the 
measure.  In  the  same  Journals,  p.  731,  there  will  also  be  found  the 
report  of  the  judiciary  committee- upon  the  subject,  which  pourtrays 
at  length  the  inconveniences  and  evils  suffered,  and  sets  forth  the 
necessity  and  propriety  of  legislative  relief  in  the  manner  proposed, 
as  prayed  for  by  the  petitioners.  To  this  report,  and  the  document 
above  mentioned,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  refer. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  interests  of  suitois  in 
the  court  of  chancery,  the  interest  of  the  public,  and  the  due  admin- 
istration of  justice,  require  the  passage  of  a  law  appointing  a  vice- 
chancellor  for  the  first  circuit.    This  opinion  is  fully  confirmed  by 
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the  commimieation  of  the  chancellor  on  the  subject,  herewith  rob- 
mitted,  and  which  is  in  answer  to  a  note  addressed  to  him  by  the 
committee.  A  bill  has  accordin^y  been  prepared,  and  leave  is  now 
asked  to  introduce  the  same4 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

P.  ROBINSON,  Ch'n. 


No.  42. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  15,   1831. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  William  P.  Lansing,  an  Inspector  of  Lumber,  for 
the  town  of  Watervliet,  county  of  Albany. 

To  the  Htmorable  the  Legialaturcj  of  the  State  of  New-York. 

Amount  of  lumber  measured  and  inspected  in  the  town  of  Watar- 
Tliet,  county  of  Albany,  during  the  year  ISSO. 

Of  first  quality 3,587  feet. 

"second    "     16,245    " 

"third       «     124,936    « 

«  fourth     «* 175,238    " 

"  820,000 

Amount  of  Fees, $120  00 

WILLIAM  P.  LANSING, 

/fwpector. 
IFa(<rpi<«r,  Jbn.  1,1831. 
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No.  43. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  18,  1831. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Colleges^  Academies  and  Com- 
mon Schools,  on  the  act  concerning  district  school- 
houses. 

m 

Mr.  Morehouse,  from  the  committee  on  colleges,  academies  and 
common  schools,  to  which  was  referred  '^  An  act  concerning  district 
school-houses," 

REPORTED— 

That  they  have  examined  the  said  act  and  the  provision  of  the 
statute  intended  to  be  therebj  abrogated.  Thej  believe  the  powers 
conferred  by  law  upon  the  inhabitants  of  school  districts  to  designate 
a  site  for  their  school-house,  and  to  lay  such  tax  as  shall  be  sufficient 
for  the  purpose  of  erection  thereof,  are,  ordinarily,  the  most  import 
tant  and  exciting,  which  they  as  an  assembled  body  may  exercise. 
That  nothing  can  add  so  much  to  the  impressiveness  of  that  impor^ 
tance,  nor  more  essentially  contribute  to  a  just  and  intelligent  deci* 
sion,  than  the  consideration,-  that  their  determination  is  immutable^ 
The  committee  believe  that  it  would  seldom  happen,  under  the  ex- 
isting law,  that  the  site  of  a  school-house,  deliberately  fixed,  would 
require  to  be  changed,  while  the  district  remained  unaltered :  and 
they  think  they  have  just  cause  to  apprehend  that  the  care  and  deli- 
beiation  which  would  now  distinguish  the  termination  of  differences 
of  opinion  where  they  existed  upon  that  subject,  might  cease  to  be 
characteristic,  if  no  obstacles  were  interposed  to  change.  The  act 
in  question  furnishes  substantially  neither  stop  nor  impediment  to 
alteration.  The  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  school  commissioners 
of  the  town,  cannot  reasonably  be  deemed  a  hindrance.     Applica- 
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tions  for  such  consent  may  be  made  to  them  individually ;  they 
would  in  all  cases  be  ex  parte,  and  in  most  instances  granted  as  a 
^  matter  of  course ;  if  in  anticipation  of  a  district  meeting,  from  confi- 
dence in  the  wisdom  of  their  fellow-cttizens,  and  if  in  confirmation 
of  a  vote  already  taken,  from  deference  to  the  judgment  of  the  ma- 
jority. 

The  committee  believe  that  the  qualified  inhibition  contained  in 
the  law  as  it  now  stands,  as  a  general  rule,  is  wise  and  salutary ;  but 
that  cases  may  exist  or  hereafter  occur,  in  which  a  rigid  adherence 
to  it  would  produce  great  and  manifest  inconvenience;  and  that  it 
is  practicable  to  provide  for  such  cases,  without  sacrificing  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  section  to  be  repealed :  and  to  that  end  the  committee 
would  suggest  for  the  consideration  of  the  House,  the  following 
amendment,  to  be  inserted  at  the  conclusion  of  the  first  section  of  t)ie 
act  referred  to  them  and  herewith  presented : 

*^  And  the  assent,  by  vete  of  two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants  of  such 
district,  qualified  to  vote  therein  at  district  meetings." 


No.  44. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  18,  1831. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary^  on  the  bill  enti- 
tled <^An  act  authorising  the  appointment  of  a  su- 
preme court  commissioner  to  reside  in  the  village 
of  Cortland,  in  the  county  of  Cortland." 

Mr.  Robinson,  from  the  committee  on  the  Judiciarj,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  *^  An  act  authorising  the  appointment 
of  a  supreme  court  commissioner  to  reside  in  the  village  of  Cortland, 
in  the  county  of  Cortland, 

REPORTED— 

That  the  bill,  as  its  title  imports,  provides  for  the  appointment  of 
a  supreme  court  commissioner  to  reside  in  the  county  of  Cortland. 

The  necessity  and  propriety  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  referred  to 
the  committee,  will  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  no  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  that  county,  is  of  the  degree  of 
counsellor  in  the  supreme  court ;  and  that  no  supreme  court  com- 
missioner resides  therein,  and  no  person  authorised  to  perform  the 
duties  of  a  justice  of  the  supreme  court  at  chambers,  resides  there- 
in, or  within  thirty  mfles  of  the  county  town  of  the  county. 
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No.  45. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  18,  1831. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  petition  of  the 
Supervisors  of  the  county  of  Erie. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Erie, 

REPORTED : 

That  they  have  had  said  petition  under  consideration ;  and  it  ap- 
pears from  the  facts  stated  in  said  petition,  the  truth  of  which  the 
eomnoittee  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  that  the  jail  in  said  county  was 
erected  at  an  early  period,  and  is  now  much  too  small  to  answer  the 
purposes  for  whichit  was  erected.  That  its  internal  arrangements 
are  bad,  and  cannot  be  remedied  without  entirely  re-building  it ;  and 
that  its  location  is  not  convenient.  They  therefore  pray  for  the 
passage  of  a  law  authorising  them  to  sell  and  convey  the  same,  to- 
gether with  the  lot  on  which  said  jail  is  situated,  and  apply  the  pro- 
ceeds towards  the  erection  of  a  new  jail,  to  be  erected  on  the  lot  up- 
on which  the  court-house  stands  in  said  county,  in  rear  of  the  same , 
and  also  for  authority  to  raise  by  tax  such  further  sum  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary, not  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars,  to  build  and  complete 
such  jail. 

'  Believing  that  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  said  county  to  build 
such  new  jail,  instead  of  attempting  to  repair  the  old  one,  and  that 
anew  jail  is  necessary,  the  committee  have  come  to  the  unanimous 
conclusion  that  the  prayer  of  said  petitioners  is  reasonable,  and 
ought  to  be  granted,  and  have  directed  their  chairman  to  report  a 
bill  accordingly,  and  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  same. 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  21,  1831. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Comptroller^   on  the  Petition  of  John  H. 

Johnson. 

STATE  OP  NEW-YORK,  > 
/       Comptrollkr's  Offics.   ) 

Tlie  Gomptroller,  to  whom  has  been  referred  bj  the  HoniMrable 
the  Assembly,  the  petition  of  John  H.  Johnson, 

Rkspbotfullt  Reports  : 

That  lot  number  seventy-five,  in  the  township  of  Hannibal,  Oswego 
eounty,  consisting  of  six  hundred  acres  of  land,  was  returned  to  this 
office  charged  with  the  taxes  of  the  years  1817  to  1821,  both  inclu- 
sive ;  that  the  lot  was  advertised  to  be  sold  at  the  tax  sale  which 
took  place  in  March  and  April,  1826,  for  the  taxes  so  charged  upon 
it,  and  that  ninety  acres  in  the  north-west  corner  thereof,  were  sold, 
on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1826,  to  Harvey  Baldwin,  for  the  sum  of 
1^170.08,  that  being  the  amount  of  the  said  taxes,  and  interest  thereon, 
and  of  the  charges  of  advertisement  and  sale. 

That  sale  cipaed  on  the  27th  day  of  April,  and  the  law  allowed 
two  years  from  the  close  of  the  sale,  to  make  redemption  of  the 
Uads  sold,  which  two  years  expired  on  the  27th  day  of  April,  1828. 

On  the  26th  day  of  April,  1828,  as  appears  by  the  paper  annexed 
to  the  petition,  the  customary  certificate  was  made,  in  this  ofl^ce,  of 
the  amount  necessary  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  state,  in 
order  to  redeem  the  ninety  acres,  sold  from  this  lot.  The  course 
neeesearily  pursued  in  these  cases,  is  to  make  out  the  certificate  and 
d^ver  it  to  the  person  calling  for  it,  that  he  may  tdce  it  to  the 
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treasury,  and  make  his  payment.  This  is  invariablydone  without 
giving  to  the  certificate,  the  necessary  signature  of  the  Comptroller, 
or  his  deputy,  so  that  the  person  may  be  sure  to  return  it  to  this 
office,  and  so  that  the  certificate  may  n6t  get  out  of  the  office  until 
it  is  duly  entered  at  length,  in  the  tax  diary,  which  entry  only  can 
authorise  the  posting  of  the  payment  to  the  proper  lot.  The  receipt 
of  the  Treasurer  is  also  to  be  countersigned  by  the  Comptroller  or 
his  deputy,  before  it  is  evidence  of  payment,  (See  chap.  8,  title  S, 
sec.  4,  of  the  first  part  of  the  Revised  Statutes. )  This  also  makes  it 
necessary  that  the  certificate,  with  the  Treasurer's  receipt  thereoo, 
should  be  returned  to  this  office.  When  that  is  done,  the  charges  in 
the  certificate,  with  the  description  of  the  lot  or  lots,  against  whiek 
they  are  made,  are  copied  in  the  tax  diary,  and  are  carefully  examined 
to  see  that  the  castings  and  additions  are  correct,  and  thaf  the  copj 
made  in  the  book,  exactly  corresponds  with  the  certificate,  which 
being  completed,  the  certificate  is  signed,  and  the  receipt  of  the 
Treasurer^  for  the  money^  is  duly  countersigned. 

In  this  shape  the  voucher  is  delivered  to  the  person  making  the 
paymcnt^'and  from  that  period,  the  state  may  be  considered  properly, 
responsible  for  the  application  of  the  money,  according  to  the  direc- 
tion, as  shown  by  the  bill  and  receipt. 

This  certificate,  as  appears  from  its  face,  (it  not  being  signed,  or 
the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  countersigned,)  as  weU  as  from  the 
books  of  this  office,  was  never  returned  here,  after  the  payment  ef 
the  money  to  the  Treasurer ;  but  the  person  making  the  payment, 
not  probably  aware  of  the  necessity  of  the  entry  of  the  payment^or 
of  the  countersigning  of  the  receipt,  must  have  paid  the  money  for 
the  bill,  and  taken  the  certificate  and  receipt,  in  the  state  they  now 
are,  away  with  him.  The  consequence  of  this  neglect  on  his  part 
was,  that  no  account  of  his  payment  would  appear  upon  the  books 
of  this  office,  unless  it  should  be  entered  from  the  Treasurer's  day 
book,  upon  the  comparison  which  takas  place,  at  the  close  of  each 
month,  between  the  books  of  the  respective  officers,  and  in  that  case, 
the  entry  would  not  show  upon  what  lands  the  payment  should  be 
apjfdied^  as  the  Treasurer  merely  enters  the  name  of  the  payer,  the 
date,  and  amount  of  the  payment,  and  the  account  for  which  it  is 
paid,  but  keeps  no  note  of  the  particular  lands  upon  which  any  pay- 
ment  is  to  apply. 

It  is  found  from  examining  the  Treasurer's  book,  that  tKifl  sum  of 
1204.10  was  paid  into  the  treasury^  on  the  £6tk  AprH,  18S8^  by 
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E.  F.  Willejr,  on  account  of  redemptions  of  lands  sold  for  taxes,  as 
his  receipt  accompanying  the  petition  purports.  It  is  also  found 
upon  examining  the  books  of  this  office,  that  no  entry  of  this  payment 
was  made  here,  and  consequently  that  the  payment  was  not  posted 
to  this  lot  upon  the  tax  sales  book. 

It  further  aDpears,that  on  the  27th  November,  1829,  the  purchaser 
of  this  land  at  the  tax  sale,  called  for  and  received  a  deed  for  the 
ninety  acres  sold  to  him,  the  same  not  appearing  from  the  books  to. 
have  been  redeemed. 

The  consequence  is,  that  the  money  paid  into  the  treasury  by 
Willey,  on  the  26th  April,  1828,  to  redeem  this  land,  now  remains 
in  the  treasury,  and  equitably  belongs  to  him  or  his  assigns,  as  the 
power  to  apply  it  to  the  object  to  which  it  was  intended  to  bo  applied 
at  the  time  of  the  payment,  has  ceased  by  reason  of  the  conveyance 
of  the  land  to  the  purchaser,  as  has  also  all  claim  of  the  purchaser  to 
this  money,  by  his  acceptance  of  the  deed  for  the  land. 

No  reason  is  seen  therefore,  why  a  law  should  not  be  passed, 
directing  the  payment  of  this  money  to  the  person  who  shall  appear 
-  to  the  legislature  to  bo  entitled  to  it.  The  claim  of  interest  however, 
set  up  in  the  petition,  is  considered  very  questionable.  The  neglect 
to  have  the  payment  duly  entered  in  this  office,  was  wholly  the 
fault  of  the  person  making  the  payment,  as  he  carried  away  with  him 
and  did  not  present  at  this  office,  the  only  evidence  upon  which  the 
credit  for  the  payment  could  have  been  carried  to  the  lot,  and  thus 
have  prevented  the  conveyance  of  the  part  sold  to  the  purchaser,  at 
the  lax  sale.  Had  the  certificate  and  Treasurer's  receipt  been  pre- 
sented here,  at  any  time  before  the  conveyance,  it  probably  would 
have  answered  the  purpose,  and  the  conveyance  was  not  made  until 
a  year  and  a  half  after  the  payment. 

Again,  it  is  not  pretended  that  the  certificate  and  receipt  were 
presented  at  the  treasuay,  and  the  request  made  to  have  the  money 
refunded,  until  November  last,  a  year  after  the  land  was  conveyed. 
It  is  not  believed  that  the  petitioner  should  demand  interest  from  the 
state,  for  money  paid  into  the  treasury  correctly,  but  which  failed 
to  be  applied,  by  his  own  neglect,  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
a  positive  statute,  and  especially  when  he  has,  by  his  own  delay, 
caused  the  lapse  of  time  for  which  interest  is  demanded. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jn. 

Dated  Albany,  January  21, 18S1.  CamptroUer. 


No.  47. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  18,  1831. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of  Sylvanus  Russell,  Inspector  of  Beef  &  Pork  and 
Staves  &  Heading  for  Erie  county,  1830. 

To  the  Honorable  the  LegUUUure  of  the  &ate  of  New- York. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  pork  and  staves  inspected  by 
ihe  sbscri  ber  in  1830. 

PORK. 
July-— Pork  inspected  for  N.  Rossiteri 
9  bbls.  mess  pork, 
6  do.    junme  pork. 

STAVES. 

March— Pratt,  Sears  &  Co 3JB-2-1-10  Prime  staves. 

Sept.      Meech,  Jackson  &  Co 2a-6-.3-00  do. 

John  Scott, Il-7r^l5  do. 

66-6-1-25    Totd. 

SYLVANUS  RUSSELL, 

/nspsdor. 
B^alOj  Jamtary  IS,  1831. 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  19,  1831 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  canals  and  internal  improve- 
ments on  the  petition  of  Dorastus  H.  Alden. 

Mr.  Edmonds,  from  the  committee  on  canals  and  internal  improve- 
ments, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Dorastus  H.  Alden, 
praying  for  a  law  authorising  the  appraisers  of  damages  on  the  Cham- 
plain  canal,  to  allow  him  compensation  for  certain  services  and  claims 
therein  mentioned, 

REPOR'rED— 

That  the  petitioner  represents  he  is  the  owner  of  certain  lands  in 
the  vallej  of  Wood  Creek,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  which  bor« 
der  on  and  run  into  the  Kingsbury  swamp ;  that  that  swamp  is  drain- 
ed by  Wood  Creek,  which  takes  its  rise  in  that  valley,  and  is  here 
a  sluggish  stream,  and  that  the  waters  in  the  swamp  were  increased 
ed  by  the  leakage  of  the  canal  and  a  waste-weir  about  a  mile  below 
the  petitioner's  land, '^nd  the  petitioner  alleges  thatihose  waters 
were  still  farther  increased  in  the  valley,  in  consequence  of  the  se- 
diment deposited  by  the  waste-weir  and  of  trees,  which  were  de- 
stroyed by  the  increased  water,  and  which  fell  across  and  choked 
up  the  stream. 

He  further  alleges,  that  in  order  to  guard  against  the  leakage,  it 
was  necessary  to  dig  a  ditch  along  the  bank  of  the  canal,  and  from 
thence  to  the  bed  of  Wood  Creek ;  and  that  in  order  to  remove  the 
obstructions  caused  by  the  waste-weir,  it  was  necessary  to  dig  a 
ditch  along  the  bed  of  the  creek,  about  165  chains. 
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The  petitioner  denies  that  the  canal  enhanced  the  value  of  his 
lands,  but  he  admits  that  he  has  received  $900,  which  was  awarded 
to  him  for  damage  to  his  landr,  arising  from  the  construction  of  the 
canal :  he  admits  that  the  leakage  is  entirely  guarded  against  by  a 
ditch  dug  by  himself,  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  for  which  he  re* 
ceived  $255.  He  admits  that  he  dug  the  other  ditch,  without  any 
directions  to  do  so,  either  from  the  canal  board  or  the  commisaicm- 
crs  ;  that  the  expense  thereof  was  in  part  defrayed  by  contributions 
from  the  owners  of  adjacent  lands,  and  that  his  lands  have  increased 
thereby  four  fold  in  value,  still  the  petitioner  inaiats  that  inasmuch 
as  he  has  expended  a  large  sum  in  effecting  this  improvement,  the 
state  ought  to  remunerate  him. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  he  avers  that  he  did  suppose  that  the  com- 
mtdsion^rs  intended  to  make  this  sdine  improvement,  dnd  that  tbe 
waste-W(gir  had  caused  the  obstructibtis  ^hith  r^Hd^ted  the  improve- 
ment more  difficult,  if  not  more  necessary. 

How  far  ibrth,  the  injury  from  the  leakage  and  the  wast^wier, 
entered  into  the  estimate  of  the  appraisers,  in  determtiiiog  flie  dana- 
gea  of  the  petitioner,  your  committee  are  not  prepared  to  aay. 
There  is  certainly  no  evidence  before  them,  that  it  was  sot  UkUk 
into  consideration.  And  if  they  are  free  to  indulge  in  surmises, 
they  would  presume  that  so  large  an  appraisement  was  Intended  to 
cover  an  injury  so  inevitable,  more  especially  after  an  interval  of 
five  years  had  elapsed  between  the  filling  of  the  canal  and  the  ap- 
praisement, during  which  period,  such  an  iiyury  would  be  supposed 
to  manifest  itself,  if  ever. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  no  efforts  have  been  wandqgon 
the  part  of  the  canal  commissioners,  to  remove  the  iiyury  complain- 
ed of.  When  the  leakage  was  said  to  be  the  source  of  the  difficul- 
ty, they  promptly  directed  measures  which  removed  that  eviL — 
When  the  waste-weir  was  complained  of,  it  was  entirely  closed  up, 
and  the  water  is  now  discharged  from  the  canal,  at  a  greater  distance 
from  the  petitioner's  land,  where  its  escape  is  more  fi«e  and  rapid. 

So  far  from  the  petitioner's  having  any  just  ground  for  his  belief 
that  the  state  would  be  at  the  expense  of  the  ditch,  he  had  eveij 
reason  for  a  contrary  opinion.  It  is  true,  the  acting  commissioner 
did  at  one  time  direct  the  oj>ening  of  this  ditch,  but  he  gave  no  such  di- 
rections to  the  petitioner.    And  long  before  the  petitioner  eonmen- 
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ced  his  labors,  he  was  distinctly  informed  that  the  commissioner  had 
changed  his  views,  and  would  remedy  the  evil  by  closing  that  waste* 
weir  entirely. 

It  may  be  true,  that  the  petitioner's  task  was  increased  by  the  de- 
posites  of  the  waste-weir,  yet  your  committee  are  very  much  inclin- 
ed to  view  the  addition  of  two  feet  of  earth  to  a  swamp,  almost  con- 
stantly covered  with  water,  as  a  benefit  received,  rather  than  an  in- 
jury sustained. 

0 

The  claim  of  the  petitioner  then  rests  within  a  very  small  com- 
pass. Without  any  authority  from  the  state,  but  with  the  aid  of  his 
neighbors,  he  has,  for  his  own  convenience,  opened  a  ditch,  which 
has  greatly  increased  the  valyc  of  his  own  property.  For  this,  your 
committee  think  he  can  have  no  claim  on  the  state.  They  there- 
fore recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution. 

Mtuohedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
edy  and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 


JNo.  49. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  19,   1831. 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  counties  of  Oneida,  Madison  and  Os- 
wegOy  for  an  act  incorporating  a  company  with 
power  to  construct  a  canal  from  the  Erie  canal  to 
the  Oneida  lake. 


Mr.  TurriU,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Oneida,  Madison 
and  Oswego, 

REPORTED : 

That  the  petitioners  pray  that  a  law  may  be  passed  incorporating 
a  company  with  power  to  build  and  construct  a  canal  from  the  Erie 
canal  to  the  Oneida  lake.  This  lake  is  about  sixty  miles  in  circum- 
ference, and  is  navigable  for  boats  and  sloops.  On  the  borders  of 
the  lake  there  are  large  quantities  of  the  best  kind  of  timber ;  this 
timber  is  of  little  or  no  value  to  the  owners,  the  land  carriage  being 
too  great  to  warrant  its  transportation  to  the  Erie  canal ;  and  unless 
some  communication  is  opened  between  the  canal  and  the  lake,  it 
must  remain  and  decay  on  the  spot  where  it  grows.  Before  the 
construction  of  the  Erie  canal,  the  only  navigable  communication 
between  the  Mohawk  river  and  the  great  western  lakes,  was  through 
the  Oneida  lake.  In  consequence  of  this  communication,  many  in- 
dividuals  were  induced  to  purchase  lands  at  high  prices,  on  the  bor- 
ders and  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  lake. 
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When  the  Erie  canal  was  constructed,  the  coniinun]catio&  be- 
tween the  Mohawk  river  and  the  Oneida  lake  was  totally  destroj- 
ed ;  and  the  inhabitants  soon  discovered  that  their  lands  had  de- 
creased in  value  nearly  one-half,  and  that  those  privileges  whidi 
were  the  more  inducements  to  them  for  settling  in  that  section  of 
the  country,  had  been  taken  from  them  by  the  State. 

The  distance  between  the  Erie  canal  and  the  Oneida  lake,  is  three 
miles ;  and  the  lockage  will  be  fifty-one  feet.  The  whole  cost  of 
tbis  side  cut,  if  wood  is  used  for  the  locks  instead  of  stone,  will  Dot 
probably  exceed  ^0,000. 

Tbis  proposed  improvement  will  jooite  with  the  Erie  canal  on  the 
middle  section.  On  this  level  there  is  an  abundant  supply  of  water, 
as  will  appear  from  the  report  of  the  canal  commissioners,  made  to 
the  tiegislatare  in  ("ebnary  18  IT.  Hie  commissioners  In  fliatte- 
pott,  speaking  df  tiiis  level,  say,  ^'  the  exuberftnt  supply  of  irater 
tor  Che  eanid  in  this  Section,  nxtctsli  be  1A  once  pefeeired  frM^  in- 
spection of  ifhe  4op<>grapbieal  ump.*^ 

Uniting  Oneida  lake  with  the  Erie  canal,  is  by  no  means  a  new 
project.  It  occupied  the  attention  of  the  canal  commfasioners  at  an 
early  period ;  long  before  the  middle  section  of  the  Erie  easud  luui 
been  completed.  In  the  report  above  leferred  to,  they  say  that  **! 
connexion,  by  locks,  can  easily  be  made  with  the  Onondaga  lake; 
if  it  is  thought  advisable,  a  canal,  uniting  the  great  canal  with  fte 
Oneida  lake,  o%n  be  effected.'' 

The  committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail 
of  the  qaantity  of  lumber,  jMroduce,  and  other  artidea  whieh  will  pass 
through  this  aide-eut  if  constructed,  that  otherwise  woidd  never  iai 
their  way  to  the  Erie  canal.  An  inspection  of  the  map  of  that  se» 
tion  of  countryi  will  convince  any  one  that  the  jMropoaed  conmiTiaa 
between  the  canal  and  the  lake,  while  it  extends  imporftaat  advan- 
tages to  a  large  extent  of  fertile  countryi  must  neoeasarily  iAcreaae 
the  amount  of  tolls  on  the  Erie  eanal. 

« 

The  petitioners  are  willing  to  construct  thia  work  at  Aeir  own 
expeose)  and  your  committee  are  of  the  opintos  that  every  Adli^ 
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should  be  ftflforded  by  the  legislature  to  indiyidual  enterprize,  where 
it  is  to  be  productive,  of  so  much  public  good. 

Vour  committee  are,  therefore,  unanimously  of  Opinion  that,  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  to  be  granted,  and  have  directed 
their  chairman  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  accordingly. 


No.  50. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  19,  1831. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  canals  and  internal  improve- 
mentSy  on  the  petition  of  Paisley  Laing. 

Mr.  EdiDondS)  from  the  committee  on  canab  and  internal  improve- 
menta,  to  whom  waa  referred  the  petition  of  Paisley  Laing, 

BEPORTED : 

That  the  petitioner  alleges  he  w^a  the  owner  of  certain  lands  on 
the  Hudson  river,  about  half  a  mile  above  the  Saratoga  dam,  and 
that  the  erection  of  that  dam  raised  the  water  in  the  river  about  five 
feet  opposite  his  premises,  whereby  his  garden  spot,  containing  three 
quarters  of  an  acre,  was  entirely  overflowed,  and  about  half  an  acre 
waa  washed  away  by  the  river. 

It  appears  that  shortly  after  the  erection  of  the  dam,  the  canal  ap- 
praisers, upon  the  application  of  the  petitioner,  adjudicated  upon  hia 
claims  for  damages,  and  determined  that  he  was  as  much  benefitted 
as  injured,  and  therefore  refused  to  award  him  any  damages.  From 
thia  decision  the  petitioner  did  not  appeal,  and  he  now  asks  the  Le- 
gislature to  direct  the  canal  appraisers  to  review  his  case  and  ap- 
praise his  damages. 

The  Legislature  has  already  provided  an  ample  remedy  for  those 
who  sustain  damage  by  our  canals,  and  has  provided  that  if  appli* 
cants  are  not  satisfied  with  the  decision  of  one  tribunal,  they  may 
appeal  therefrom,  and  have  their  claims  examined  by  a  different 
board.  And  this  committee  is  persuaded  that  the  Legislature  ou|^t 
not  to  grant  a  further  remedy  to  one  who  entirely  neglects  to  avail 
himself  of  those  already  so  amply  provided,  and  that  to  entitle  any 
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one  to  such  further  redress,  he  ought,  at  least,  to  show  either  tbat 
he  was  prevented  by  circumstances  over  which  he  had  no  control, 
from  availing  himself  of  the  existing  remedies,  or  that  the  decisions 
already  made,  have  worked  manifest  injury  to  him.  Testing  the  case 
before  them  by  these  rules,  the  committee  find  that  the  omission  of 
the  petitioner  to  appeal,  arose  from  his  own  neglect,  and  not  from  an* 
avoidable  causes ;  and  they  are  quite  satisfied,  that  if  he  had  appeal- 
ed, the  decision  of  the  appraisers  would  not  have  been  either  modi- 
fied or  reversed. 

The  petitioner  values  his  whole  land,  including  the  house  and 
buildings  necessary  for  a  trvremy.at  ^S5  per  acre.  One  acre  and  a 
quarter  only  has  been  destroyed  or  injured  by  the  Saratoga  dam. 
For  tbai  iojury  ,the  petitioner  claims  of  the  Slate  1(600^  while  tht 
committee  are  of  opiition  that  |^  would  amply  compensate  him. 
Whether  the  location  of  the  canal  near  those  premises  did  not  benefit 
the  petitioner,  equal  to  this  latter  amount,  the  committee  haM  no 
means  of  judging,  nor  have  they  any  evidence  before  them  as  to  tUs 
point,  and  they  are  unwilling  upon  the  mere  assertion  of  the  peti* 
tioner  to  disturb  the  decision  of  appraisers,  made  nearly  five  yein 
since,  and  upon  a  full  knowledge  of  the  case. 

The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  has  DO 
claim  upon  the  State,  and  they  ask  leave  to  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  th<»  petitioner  ought  not  to  begno^ 
ed,  and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 


No  51 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  22,  1831. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Comptroller,  on  the  petition  of  the  .Supervi- 
sor of  the  town  of  Salem  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington. 

STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 
Comftrollxr's  Onricx. 

The  Comptroller,  to  whom  has  been  referred,  by  the  honorable 
the  Assembly,  the  petition  of  the  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Salem 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  praying  that  the  county  treasurer  of 
the  s^id  county  of  Washington  may  be  credited  for  certain  com- 
pound interest  charged  against  him  in  this  oflBce, 

RXSPBOTFULLT  RSFORTS : 

That  it  appears,  from  an  examination  of  the  records  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  tlie  supreme  court  in  Albany,  that  in  August  term 
of  the  supreme  court,  1820,  a  judgment  was  entered  in  that  court, 
in  favor  of  John  Crary,  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Salem,  [daintiff, 
•gainst  David  Russel,  defendant,  upon  a  bond  against  the  aaid  Da- 
vid Aussel,  as  the  surety  of  the  collector  of  the  said  town,  for  the 
sum  of  ^714.04  of  debt,  besides  the  costs  of  suit;  that  by  an  act 
of  the  Legislature,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Rus- 
sel," passed  March  15,  1823,  the  Comptroller  was  directed  to  sii8» 
pend  collection  from  the  county  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, of  the  amount  due  from  the  said  David  Russel  upon  the 
Judgment  entered  upon  the  said  bond,  until  the  first  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1825;  and  by  the  second  section  of  the  act,  the  treasurer  of 
Hie  county  of  Washington  was  directed  to  suspend,  until  the  same 
date,  the  collecting  of  the  money  due  from  Mr.  Russel,  provided 
Ifr.  Russel  should,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  next  af- 
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ter  the  passing  of  the  act,  paj  into  the  treasury  of  the  State,  all 
the  interest  then  due  upon  the  debt  against  him,  and  should  also  ^earij 
thereafter  pay  the  interest  to  become  due,  until  the  whole  principal 
should  be  fully  paid. 

The  effect  of  this  act  was  necessarily  to  suspend  the  collection  of 
this  demand  for  one  year,  whether  Mr.  Russel  should  finally  com- 
ply with  the  condition  of  the  act  or  not ;  though  the  Comptroller 
has  no  means  of  knowing  in  what  situation  the  matter  then  was,  or 
what  was  the  prospect  of  immediate  collection,  other  than  from  the 
allegations  made  in  the  petition. 

4 

The  books  of  this  office  show  that  Mr.  Russel  paid,  upon  the 
said  debt,  on  the  Slst  day  of  January,  1883,  the  sum  of  $59.57; 
and  that  payment  was  the  only  one  ever  made  by  him,  upon  this 
account,  into  the  treasury  of  the  State. 

The  affidavit  of  Mr.  Crary,  annexed  to  the  petition,  shows  that, 
from  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1822,  the  attoniies  in 
the  suit  against  Russel  have  acted  under  the  direction  of  the  Comp- 
troller, and  not  as  the  agents  of  the  town  of  Salem,  or  of  the  eoon- 
ty  of  Washington.  He  swears  that  thoy  have,  from  that  period, 
assumed  the  ground  that  the  law  of  1822  had  released  the  town  and 
county  from  liability,  and  had  made  the  debt  a  debt  of  the  State, 
and  for  the  collection  of  which,  it,  and  not  the  county,  was  re- 
sponsible* 

The  facts  in  relation  to  this  part  of  the  affidavit,  the  Comptroller 
knows  nothing  of,  any  further  than  they  are  exhibited  in  that  paper. 

An  examination  of  the  account  of  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of 
Washington,  kept  in  this  office,  from  the  year  1822  to  1830,  both 
inclusive,  shows  that  the  smallest  balance  at  any  time  standing 
against  the  treasurer,  during  that  period,  has  been  |^,144.54;  and 
it  will  be  seen  from  the  law  of  1822,  that  the  amount  doe  upon  the 
judgment  against  Russel  has,  during  the  whole  time,  constituted  so 
much  of  that  balance.  The  accounts  of  the  county  treasurer  are 
balanced  upon  the  books  of  this  office,  every  year,  and  as  soon  as 
the  non-resident  taxes  of  the  preceding  year,  which  do  not  reach 
here  until  February  and  March,  can  be  examined,  and  transcribed 
into  the  proper  book.  This  is  usually  done  in  May  or  June ;  and 
when  the  accounts  of  the  year  are  thus  closed,  interest  at  the  rata 
of  seven  per  cent  for  the  year  is  cast,  upon  any  balance  appeariitf 
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to  be  dae,  and  charged  to  the  treasurer,  and  forms  a  part  of  the  ba- 
lance carried  down  to  the  account  of  the  subsequent  year.  This 
course  of  keeping  these  accounts  is  pursued  from  year  to  year, 
when  any  balance  remains  unpaid  against  a  county  treasurer ;  and 
the  necessary  consequence  of  the  practice  is,  that  any  given  sum, 
remaining  unpaid,  and  constituting  for  a  series  of  years,  a  fixed 
item  in  the  balance  standing  against  a  county,  is  made  to  pay  com* 
pouni'  interest. 

This  is  understood  to  be  the  matter  of  complaint  in  this  petition. 
The  petitioner  assumes  that  this  part  of  the  balance  against  his  coun- 
ty, and  for  which  the  county  holds  his  town  responsible,  has  been 
suffered  to  remain  uncollected,  from  1822  to  this  time,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  interference  of  the  Legislature,  by  the  act  of  the 
15th  March  of  that  year,  directing  a  suspension  of  the  collection, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  debtor.  The  debt  has  now  been  collected ; 
but  the  petitioner  alleges,  what  by  the  statutes  of  the  State  must 
be  true,  that  they  have  only  been  allowed  to  collect  simple  interest 
upon  the  original  sum,  while,  in  consequence  of  the  delay,  the 
county  has  been  charged  compound  interest  upon  the  same  money, 
as  a  part  of  the  unpaid  balance  standing  upon  the  books  of  this  of- 
'  fice  against  their  treasurer. 

That  the  manner  of  keeping  the  accounts  of  county  treasurers, 
as  before  described,  has  had  the  effect  of  charging  compound  inte- 
rest upon  this  fixed  item  of  the  balance  annually  standing  against 
the  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Washington,  must  be  true ;  but 
whether  the  interference  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  1822,  should  charge  the  delay  of  collection,  from  that  date  to 
the  present  time,  upon  the  State,  or  whether  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington should  be  held  accountable  for  that  delay,  or  any  part  of  it, 
is  a  question  upon  which  the  Comptroller  does  not  feel  himself 
called  to  express  an  opinion.  The  facts,  so  far  as  they  exist  within 
bis  knowledge,  are  given,  and  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from 
them  is  strictly  a  matter  for  the  decision  of  the  Legislature,  and  of 
that  body  only. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

SILAS  WRIGHT,  Jb. 

Dated  Albany,  January  22,  1831. 


No.  52. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  24,  183L 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  canals  and  internal  improye- 
ment8,  on  the  petition  of  Andrew  P.  Tillman. 

Mr.  Edmonds,  from  the  eomroittee  on  canals  and  internal  improre* 
liejita,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pelitioo  of  Andrew  P.  TiUman, 
|UBjin§fi>r  a  law  empowering  the  Canal  Beard  to  review  and  doter<< 
iMie  his  elaim  for  extra  sewices  bestowed,  and  losses  sostained,  om 
Ihe  Cayi^  and  Seneea  Canal, 

REPORTED  : 

That  in  August,  1827,  the  petitioner  contracted,  among  other 
fhlngs,  to  construct  seven  locks  on  the  Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  for 
a  stipulated  price,  and  performed  his  work  according  to  his  agree- 
ment ;  and  he  avers,  that  in  the  performance  of  that  work,  he  sus- 
tained  great  and  serious  loss. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  locks  which  the  petitioner 
undertook  to  construct,  were  the  first  wooden  locks  attempted  on 
our  canals  ;  that  the  engineer  employed  by  the  State,  formed  a  mo- 
del  for  them,  and  made  an  estimafte  of  their  cost ;  and  that  the  pe- 
titioner's contract  was  based,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  that  model 
and  estimate. 

AAfut  ike  work  was  commenced,  U  was  found  necessary  to  alter 
thai  toodel^  and,  in  some  instaaces,  to  change  the  location  of  the 
locks*  Unforeseen  difficulties  were  experieneed  by  the  contractor  i 
in-  some  places^,  from  the  hardness  of  the  eteavations ;  in  others,  from 
tho  leoMoesa  of  the  soil,  and  from,  the  water  which  flawed  info  tbo 
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lockpits,  through  crevices  in  the  rocks,  from  which  the  excaTations 
were  made.  These  causes,  together  with  unexpected  freshets  in  die 
river,  added  so  greatly  to  the  labor  and  expense  of  the  petitioner, 
that  it  soon  became  apparent  to  the  engineer  and  the  commissioner, 
that  additional  allowances  ought  to  be  made  to  him.  Accordingly 
the  engineer  made  an  estimate  of  such  extra  allowance,  and  fixed  it 
at  the  sum  of  $6,685.  That  sum  was  allowed  to  the  petitioner  bj 
the  Canal  Board,  and  received  by  him.  This  estimate  was  made 
before  the  work  was  completed.  It  was  intended  thereby  to  include 
all  the  extra  labor  and  expense,  and  was  necessarily  in  a  great  mea- 
sure prospective.  After  the  contract  was  entirely  finished,  it  was 
found  that  the  last  estimate  of  the  engineer  was  entirely  too  low,  and 
he  made  another,  in  which  he  certified  that  the  petitioner  ou^t  to 
receive  a  farther  sum  of  7  or  800  dollars.  This  sum  the  petitioner 
refused  to  feoeive^  and  averred  that  it  was  not  sufficient  to  cover  his 
labor  and  ^xpetises ;  and  your  committee  are  satisfied  that  in  this 
respect  the 'petitioner  is  correct. 

It  appears  from  the  papers  laid  before  the  committee,  and  whteh 
accompany  this  report,  that  the  contract  price  for  building  the  loefcs 
was  below  the  sum  allowed  by  the  Board ;  and  that  this  latter  sum 
was  so  far  below  the  fair  value,  that  the  State  paid  at  least  $S500 
less  than  what  this  part  of  the  work  was  actually  worth.  And  so 
with  regard  to  the  excavation  of  the  lockpits.  In  consequence  of 
the  second  estimate  of  the  engineer,  more  than  the  contract  price  was 
allowed  to  the  petitioner,  yet  not  enough  by  nearly  |^1S00  to  equal 
the  fair  value  of  this  part  of  this  work.  And  all  this,  your  commit- 
tee understand  to  be  in  some  measure  distinct  from  the  increased 
labor  and  expense  arising  from  the  original  erroneous  estimate  of  the 
engineer,  and  the  unforeseen  difficulties  of  the  work. 

The  subject  of  the  petitioner's  claim  has  been  presented  to  pre- 
ceding  Legislatures,  and  has  been  by  them  referred  and  investigBt- 
ed.  The  Canal  Commissioners  have  reported  to  this  house,  their 
opinion  that  the  petitioner  has  sustained  loss  upon  his  contract,  be- 
yond the  extra  allowanccf  made  to  him.  The  Canal  Board  have  given 
the  same  opinion  to  this  house.  The  certificate  of  the  resident  en- 
gineer, to  the  same  effiict,  has  been  laid  before  your  committee. 
The  committee  of  this  housa,  last  year,  strongly  rocommeoded  the 
claim  of  the  petitioner  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  legida- 
tare,  and  entered  at  large  into  an  examination  of  the  marits  of  his 
application.    Toiir  committee  have  arrived  ^t  tlM  same  eonefaision, 
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and  are  satisfied  that  the  petitioner  has  a  well  grounded  claim  upon 
the  justice  of  the  legislatuie. 

Your  committee  are  not,  however,  willing  to  allow  to  him  all  of  that 
part  of  his  claim  which  is  founded  upon  ^'  the  unfavorable  terms  of 
his  contract."  So  far  forth  as  that  contract  was  founded  upon  his 
own  estimates,  his  loss,  if  any,  has  arisen  entirely  through  his  own 
means,  and  he  can  in  this  respect,  have  no  more  claim  upon  the 
state  to  make  good  his  loss,  than  the  state  would  have  had  upon  him 
to  refund  a  part  of  the  profits  which  might  have  resulted  from  '*  fa- 
Torable  terms  of  his  contract."  But  it  seems  that  the  engineer  once 
changed  his  model,  and  twice,  at  least,  erred  in  his  estimates.  So 
far  forth  then  as  the  petitioner's  contract  was  based  upon  this  model 
and  these  estimates,  and  so  far  as  the  petitioner  has  sustained  injury 
from  difficulties  unforeseen  by  any  of  the  parties,  your  committee 
think  he  is  fairly  entitled  to  relief.  Your  committee  have  accord- 
in^y  prepared  a  bill  conformable  to  these  views,  and  have  directed 
their  chairman  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  same. 


No.  53. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


Janunrj  24,  1831 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  inhabitantt 
of  the  city  of  New- York,  in  relation  to  retail  auc- 
tions in  said  city. 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sun* 
dry  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New- York,  for  a  law  to  prevent  fraudtf 
and  abuses  arising  from  sales  at  retail  auctions  in  said  city, 

REPORTED— 

The  petitioners  allege  that  the  manner  in  which  retail  auctions 
are  conducted  in  the  city  of  New-York,  tends  to  injure  the  fair  and 
regular  dealer — degrade  the  morals  of  the  people,  and  defraud  the 
State  of  its  revenue.  That  it  encourages  the  importation  of  articles 
from  other  states,  composed  of  materials  of  an  inferior  quality — watk 
of  the  most  deceptive  kind,  and  made  expressly  for  sale  at  auction. 
That  it  injures  the  legitimate  employment  and  business  of  the  me- 
chanic of  the  city ;  depresses  trade,  and  reduces  the  value  of  real 
property :  and  that  tricks  are  resorted  to  at  these  sales  for  the  pur- 
pose of  decoying  bidders,  which  have  become  so  notorious,  as  to  sa- 
tisfy every  person  who  will  examine  the  subject,  that  many  of  the 
auctioneers  allow  (hem  to  be  constantly  practised. 

A  remedy  for  these  evils  is  prayed  for ;  and  the  petitioners  in- 
dulge  in  the  hope  that  their  request  will  be  granted. 

On  examining  the  grounds  for  the  application  thus  made,  your 
committee  were  enabled  to  ascertain,  that  this  subject  has  for  seve- 
ral years  been  a  source  of  complaint ;  and  that  those  who  have  here- 
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tofore  investigated  it,  oonfirm  the  representations  here  made  bj  the 
petitioners. 

In  a  communication  made  to  the  ILiegislature  in  pursurance  of  a  re- 
solution calling  on  the  Comptroller  for  information  relative  to  auc- 
tions and  auctioneers/ he  sajrs,  ^^  in  consequence  of  repeated  com* 
jdaints  made  to  me  of  the  violation  or  abuse  of  the  auction  law  in 
the  city  of  New-York,  I  conceived  it  my  duty  to  give  the  subject  in 
examination ;  and  I  regret  to  say,  the  examination  proves  these 
complaints  were  but  too  well  founded.'' 

In  a  report  of  a  select  committee  made  to  the  Assembly  last  year, 
on  a  petition  of  about  seven  thousand  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New- 

York,  we  find  the  following  emphatic  language : 
■ 
^^  Your  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  several  me- 
morials referred  to  them,  and  fully  agree  with  the  petitioners,  that 
the  evil  complained  of  is  one  of  great  and  increasing  magnitude^  and 
calls  loudly  for  legislative  correction.  That  the  mischiefs  complain- 
ed of,  are  not  caused  by  that  class  of  auctions  from  which  the  State 
derives  a  revenue,  but  by  such  as,  by  your  laws  are  exempt  from 
duty,  or  through  fraud,  evade  its  payment." 

From  every  source  of  information  to  which  this  committee*  have 
been  able  to  resort,  it  appears  that  the  evil  complained  of  does  ex- 
ist, and  that  our  predecessors  and  others  have  been  and  are  of  opi- 
nion that  a  remedy  is  in  the  power  of  the  legislature.    The  great 
difficulty  which  has  heretofore  existed,  and  the  only  reason  why  a 
remedy  has  not  been  applied,  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  a  reme* 
dy,  such  as  the  legislature  were  satisfied  was  proper,  has  not  been 
offered.    The  committee  flatter  themselves,  that  they  have  remov- 
ed this  difficulty.    The  bill  which  is  now  offered  to  this  house,  wiU 
remedy  the  evil  complained  of — ^preserve  the  revenue  unimpaired — 
the  constitution  from  violation,  and  the  rights  of  the  citizen  from  en- 
eroaehmeot    They  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  same. 


No.  64. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


Jaauarj  20,  1831. 


REPORT 

V 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  abduc* 
tion  of  William  Morgan,  in  relation  to  the  special 
circuit  court  for  the  county  of  Niagara. 

Mr.  Otis,  from  the  select  committee  od  so  m^eh  of  the  Oovemor's 
message  as  relates  to  the  abduction  of  William  Morgan,  and  to  whom 
waa  referred  the  message  of  the  Oovemor  of  the  18th  of  January 
instant,  with  the  accompanying  papers,    . 

REPORTED— 

That  from  an  examination  of  the  message  and  papers  submitted  to 
the  committee,  it  appears  that  from  an  accidental  misunderstanding 
between  the  special  counsel  and  the  circuit  judge  of  the  eighth  eir- 
eoit,  the  special  circuit  court  directed  to  be  held  in  the  county  of 
Niagara,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  April  17th,  1880,  has 
eeased. 

It  also  appears  that  there  are  several  indictments  in  that  county 
yet  untried ;  and  that  the  objects  of  the  law  of  the  17th  of  April  last, 
cannot  be  accomplished  without  a  renewal  of  the  principal  provi* 
sioos  of  that  act. 

The  committee  have  therefore  directed  their  chairman  to  prepare 
a  biU  accordingly,  and  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  same. 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  24,  1831. 


MEMORIAL 

Of  Lyman  A.  Spalding,  relative  to  the  surplus  wa* 

ters  at  Lockport. 

To  Me  LegiskUmre  of  ihe  SMe  of  New-  York^  in  Semate  and^  A$  - 

senMy  convened. 

The  memorial  of  Lyman  A.  Spalding,  a  citizen  of  this  State,  and 
an  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Loekport  and  countj  of  Niagara, 

RsiPxcrruLLT  shewsth  : 

That  jour  memorialist  has  seen  with  surprise,  that  the  Canal 
Commissioners  of  this  state  in  the  annual  report  made  by  them  to  the 
lejB^isIature  on  the  17th  of  the  present  month,  have  thought  proper 
to  arraign  your  memorialist  not  only  before  your  respective  houses, 
but  before  the  people  of  this  state,  as  having  wantonly  trespassed 
upon  the  public  property  and  trampled  upon  the  rights  of  his  fel- 
low-citixens.  That  complaints  have  been  made  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  on  the  subject  of  the  surplus  waters  at 
Lockport,  is  most  true :  that  it  was  the  determination  of  your  memo* 
rialiat  to  bring  those  complaints  before  the  proper  tribunak  of  the 
country,  is  equally  true,  and  that  such  determination  was  known  to 
the  Canal  Commissioners  is  more  than  probable.  That  such  high  and 
important  officers  of  the  government  should'have  deemed  it  necea- 
tary  to  anticipate  the  regular  course  of  inquiry,  and  by  an  ex  parte 
statement  in  an  official  communication  required  by  law  to  be  made 
for  very  different  purposes,  pre-occupy  if  not  prejudice  the  minds  of 
those  who  were  to  pass  upon  their  conduct,  has  indeed  excited  the 
surprise  of  your  memorialist  And  #hen  he  recollects  the  high 
atandiDg  of  these  officers,  their  individual  responsibility  and  their 
offieiai  character,  the  almost  boundless  confidence  which  has  so  long 
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been  bestowed  upon  them  by  the  legislature,  the  immense  patronage 
attached  to  their  stations,  and  the  crowd  of  personal  and  political 
friends  whom  they  can  rally  in  their  support ;  your  memorialist  can- 
not but  entertain  the  most  serious  apprehensions,  that  the  merits  of 
his  hard  case,  will  necessarily  be  obscured  by  the  prepossessions 
which  their  report  is  calculated  to  produce.  Although  oppressed  by 
the  weight  of  these  considerations,  and  deeply  feeling  the  disadvan- 
tageous auspices  under  which  he  approaches  the  legislature,  yet  be 
has  no  other  resource  ;  and  he  humbly  trusts  that  at  least  a  patient 
attention  will  be  yielded  to  a  plain  narration  of  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances, which  have  involved  him  in  this  unequal  controversy,  and 
which  now  threaten  him  with  utter  ruin.  Self  defence  and  the  pro- 
tection of  the  fruits  of  a  life  of  toil  and  care,  arc  his  objects.  He 
seeks  the  crimination  of  no  one,  and  he  trusts  that  even  iiia  aufferiagt 
will  not  wring  from  him  complamts  or  censure. 

In  the  year- 1825,  Darius  Comsloek  was  the  owner  of  a  tract  of 
land,  consisting  of  between  six  and  seven  acres,  on  the  hill  south- 
eastwardly  of  the  double  locks  at  Lockport.  There  was  a  natural 
stream  of  water  which  ran  through  this  land,  and  fell  over  the  preei* 
|»ce  of  about  80  feet  created  by  the  hill.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
oldest  inhabitants  of  that  region,  that  the  water  which  descended  ttis 
precipice,  was  at  all  times  sufficient  for  two  run  of  stonea  in  a  flour- 
Big  mill,  and  in  the  spring  and  fall  of  the  year,  and  in  wet  seasooa, 
was  sufficient  for  eight  run  of  stone.  This  stream  was  entirely  ab- 
sorbed by  the  canal,  and  was  taken  into  it  above  the  locks.  In  tha 
month  of  July,  T825,  and  before  the  c^nal  was  completed,  (wbtchit 
will  be  recollected  was  not  nntil  October  of  that  year,)  the  Canal 
Commissioners  advertised,  for  sealed  proposals  for  the  surplos  waters 
that  might  be  discharged  at  the  locks.  As  the  navigation  of  the 
eanal  had  not  commenced,  and  no  experiments  had  been  made  to 
ascertain  what  quantity  would  be  discharged,  and  as  it  was  wholfy 
uncertain  whether  the  quantity  would  be  uniform  or  fluctuating, 
altbongh  the  latter  was  roost  probable,  the  value  of  the  uae  of  the 
water  was  entirely  conjectural.  Although  Darios  Comstoek  had 
been  advised,  that  if  the  state  or  any  individual  thought  premier  to 
throw  water  upon  his  land,  no  power  known  to  our  laws,  eovld  give 
any  other  person  the  right  of  appropriating  his  land,  for  the  porposa 
of  using  such  water,  or  for  any  other  private  purposes ;  yet  disposad 
to  cultivate  peace,  he  put  in  a  proposal  by  which  he  cthxed  to  pay 
the  state  fifty  dollars  a  year  for  the  use  of  the  surphM  water.  At 
die  tame  time,  Richard  Kennedy,  a  mefehmt  at  Iioekport,'^^  did 


not  own  a  foot  of  land  on  which  the  water  could  possibl  j  be  brought, 
put  in  a  proposal  ofiiering  $200  a  year  for  the  same  water. 

In  the  month  of  September,  1825,  while  these  proposals  were 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Canal  Comraissioners,and  three  months 
before  any  decision  was  made  on  them,  your  memorialist  purohased 
of  Comstock  the  tract  of  land  before  described,  for  the  price  of  f  5,600, 
and  agreed  to  take  upon  himself  to  fulfil  the  proposal  which  Com- 
stock had  made.  The  value  of  the  property  at  this  time  was  entirely 
contingent,  from  the  circumstances  before  mentioned.  The  general 
opinion  was  that  your  memorialist  had  made  a  bad  bargain,  and 
Comstock  himself  thought,  that  in  no  event  could  a  supply  of  water 
for  more  than  four  run  of  stone  be  calculated  on.  Your  memorialist 
believed,  that  vvben  the  commissioners  became  apprised  of  the  cir- 
cumstances, and  of  their  inability  to  confer  on  any  other  purchaser 
than  Comstock  any  right  or  privilege  which  would  be  worth  pnr- 
chasing,  and  when  they  should  reflect  on  the  consequences  of  a  sale 
to  any  other,  which  would  furnish  ground  for  claims  upon  them  or 
fipon  the  state,  they  would  not  hesitate  to  prefer  the  offer  of  Corn- 
stock.  And  your  memorialist  further  believed,  that  if  the  offer  of 
any  other  was  accepted,  the  purchaser  would  be  wholly  unable  to 
ayail  him'^elf  of  his  bargain,  without  having  previously  procured 
from  your  memorialist  a  spot  of  ground  to  which  he  eould  conduct 
this  wfiter.  The  race  which  the  commissioners  had  constructed, 
passed  from  the  head  of  the  locks  and  along  the  brow  of  the  hill  be- 
fore mentioned  about  350  feet,  and  then  terminated,  so  that  the  water 
fell  into  the  ravine  below.  The  ground  on  which  the  race  waia 
made,  as  well  as  that  over  which  the  water  fell,  belonged  to  your 
ipemorialist,  and  while  he  admitted  the  authority  of  the  government 
to  take  his  property  for  public  purposes,  he  was  persuaded  that  no 
such  authority  existed  to  take  it  for  the  private  purpose  of  any  mill 
or  other  hydraulic  works,  which  anv  individual  might  wish  to  erect 
Tour  memorialist  is  gratified  in  finding  this  opinion  sanctioned  by 
the  high  authority  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  in  their  report  of  the 
present  month,  in  which  they  say  that  "  the  lessees  took  only  the 
exclusive  right  of  using  the  water,'^  ^*  and  in  case  they  had  no  land 
on  which  to  erect  hydraulic  works,  they  took  the  risk  of  being  able 
to  purchase  it,  or  of  finding  their  recompence  in  selling  their  privilege 
ip  those  who  might  possess  or  ^procure  a  location  for  mills  or  ma- 
chinery." This  opinion  of  your  memorialist  is  also  further  sanc- 
tioned by  the  authority  of  the  Comptroller  and  present  Judge  Marcy, 
^  i^ill  appear  by  his  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed.      He 
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conceived  therefore,  that  whether  the  eomiiiissioners  accepted  die 
offer  of  Comstock  or  not,  he  would  be  perfectly  safe  in  erect- 
ing a  mill  on  his  own  land  at  the  spot  where  the  water  must  pass 
after  it  was  discharged  from  the  locks,  and  in  doing  so  he  could  not 
perceive  how  he  pould  injure  any  benefit  which  Kennedy  or  any 
other  person  could  acquire  by  purchasing  the  use  of  the  water.  For 
if  they  could'  not  use  the  water,  without  having  land  on  which  to 
apply  it,  they  could  not  be  injured  by  your  memorialist  using  it,  so 
long  as  it  was  useless  to  them. 

With  these  views  and  under  these  impressions,  your  memorialist 
in  October,  1825,  and  more  than  two  months  before  any  tease  was 
given  by  the  commissioners,  commenced  preparations  for  erecting  a 
flouring  mill  and  a  saw  mill.  He  brought  materials  to  the  spot, 
engaged  his  workmen,  set  them  to  getting  out  the  necessary  timber, 
and  dug  for  the  foundation  of  his  mill*  He  also  dug  a  raceway  in 
continuation  of  that  which  the  commissioners  had  constructed,  and 
extended  it  about  200  feet  along  the  brow  of  the  hill.  He  made  a 
floom  which  was  framed  and  planked  along  the  whole  distance  of 
the  race  which  he  dug,  and  inserted  it  about  jSO  feet  into  the  race  dog 
by  the  commissioners.  The  bottom  of  the  race  constructed  by  them, 
had  been  washed  out  for  a  considerable  distance,  your  memorialist 
filled  it  upon  a  level  with  that  which  be  had  dug.  AU  these  opera- 
tions  were  carried  on  under  the  immediate  observation  of  Wm.  C. 
Bouck,  the  canal  commissioner  assigned  to  that  portion  of  the  canal, 
and  of  Alfred  Barrett  the  engineer,  who  had  charge  of  it  at  the  time. 
Not  a  syllable  of  disapprobation  was  expressed  by  William  C.  Bouck, 
not  a  lisp  escaped  him  to  your  memorialist,  even  of  caution  against  a 
hazardous  undertaking,  but  your  memorialist  had  every  reason  to 
believe  and  did  believe,  and  still  most  firmly  believes,  that  Commis- 
sioner Bouck  considered  the  subject  in  the  same  light'  which  your 
memorialist  did ;  that  he  had  a  full  and  perfect  right  to  enjoy  the 
fortuitous  bounty  of  the  water  pa  sing  on  his  land,  provided  he  did 
not  impair  its  beneficial  use  by  the  state.  The  engineer  direetly  and 
distinctly  approved  of  the  operations  of  your  memorialist,  and  admit- 
ted that  your  memorialist  had  saved  the  state  more  than  ^00  by 
continuing  the  race  as  he  had  done,  and  thus  preventing  the  wearing 
away  of  the  bank  in  the  vicinity  of  the  locks,  which  had  already  oe^ 
curred  to  a  great  extent,  and  which  threatened  if  not  checked  to 
undermine  the  locks  themselves.  He  also  paid  your  memorialist  for 
filling  up  the  bottom  of  the  race  constructed  by  the  state,  which  your 
memorialist  presumes  was  duly  charged  in  the  accounts  of  the  engl- 
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neer  and  pud  bj  tlie  Commitsiooers.  This  is  the  tranr aetion  whieh 
ihe  Commissioaers  in  their  report  are  pleased  to  denominate  a  ^^fr«»* 
pott."  Your  memorialist  has  been  advised  that  if  an  individual  had 
thus  impliedly  abandoned  the  apj^opriation  of  water  which  belonged 
to  him,  and  had  thus  tacitly  encouraged  a  heavy  expenditure  in  order 
to  use  sueh  water,  he  would  never  be  permitted  thereafter  to  contro- 
vert the  right  of  so  using  it. 

Your  memorialist  is  much  surprised  at  the  assertion  contained  in 
the  report,  *^  that  before  any  encroachments  were  made  upon  the 
public  pro^rty  by  kim,  he  was  cautioned  by  Henry  Seymour,"  one 
of  the  Commissioners,  and  told  "  that  they  would  be  obliged  to  turn 
the  water  from  his  mill,  whenever  required  by  the  lessees."  Your 
memorialist  solemnly  affirms  that  lie  never  had  any  communication 
with  Henry  Seymour  on  the  subject,  until  a  year  after  the  mill  had 
been  in  full  operation.  And  he  is  convinced  that  the  Commissioners 
must  be  mistaken,  at  least  as  to  the  time  of  this  supposed  conversa- 
tion, from  the  circumstance  that  the  idea  of  turning  the  water  from 
his  mill,  never  was  intimated  in  any  of  their  proceedings,  until  Oc- 
tober, y&29  ;  and  that  to  the  contrary,  the  order  made  by  them  in 
February,  1829,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  shews  that 
up  to  that  time,  they  contemplated  measures  of  a  character  entirely 
different.  Nor  can  your  memorialist  |x>s^ibly  reconcile  such  an  ad- 
monition, as  is  allied  to  have  been  given,  with  the  fact  of  the  en- 
tire silence  and  implied  approbation  of  William  C.  Bouck,  the  Com- 
missioner who  was  specially  charged  with  that  portion  of  the  canal, 
and  the  fact  of  the  engineer's  diieet  and  unqualified  approbation. 

From  the  relation  which  has  been  given,  it  will  be  seen  also, 
how  unfounded  is  the  charge  contained  in  the  report,  that  your  me- 
morialist ^^  diverted  a  part  of  the  water  from  the  channel,  which  had 
been  constructed  for  it  by  the  state."  Instead  of  diverting,  your 
memorialist  continued  the  water  by  a  race-way,  beyond  the  point 
where  it  was  causing  great  damage,  and  from  which  it  threatened 
incalculable  mischief. 

After  all  these  transactions,  and  in  January,  1826,  the  Canal 
Commissioners  decided  in  favor  of  the  proposal  made  by  Richard 
Kennedy.  Junius  H.  Hatch,  of  New- York,  who  never  owned,  to 
the  knowledge  or  belief  of  your  memorialist,  an  inch  of  land  in  the 
county  of  Niagara,  had  purchased  of  Kennedy  one  half,  or  some 
other  portion  of  his  interest,  and  the  Commissioners  executed  a 
lease  to  Kennedy  and  Hatch  jointly.  Situated  as  he  was,  it  was  im« 
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poMible  for  your  memorialist  to  abandon  tbe  ereetion  of  hia  mOii^ 
for  which  he  had  made  such  extensive  preparationa.  He  ooidd  Ml 
belie%'e  that  tbe  lesaces  would  be  so  inconsiderate  as  to  paj  nj 
money  on  a  contract  so  hopeless,  but  presumed  that  they  ealculaled 
on  coercing  him  to  buy  his  peace^  by  giving,  them  a  bonus  for  their 
contract.  Acting  on  the  principles  before  stated,  and  which  haw 
been  so^  entirely  sanctioned  by  the  Commissianers  and  Judge  Mar- 
Cy,  he  was  disposed  to  treat  the  claims  of  these  men.  who  had  pur- 
chased water  without  any  land  on  which  to  use  it,  as  he  would  haie 
treated  the  claim  of  an  individual  to  tbe  air  which  circulated  in  the 
atmosphere  above  him,  as  too  preposterous  for  serious  contest.  And 
your  memorialist  was  confirmed  in  this,  by  a  conversation  which  be 
had  with  Commissioner  Bouck,  in  the  summer  of  1836,  in  which  he 
stated  to  your  memorialist,  that  the  water  sold  to  the  lessees,  must 
be  taken  by  them  where  it  run,  that  the  Commissioners  did  not  feel 
themselves  obligated  to  change  the  course  of  the  water,  or  to  enter 
into  any  controversy  that  might  arise  between  the  owners  of  die 
land  and  the  purchasers  of  this  water.  Your  memorialist  feels  the 
more  confidence  in  the  accuracy  of  his  recollection  of  the  substance 
of  this  conversation,  from  the  circum^ifa  ce,  that  in  July,  18f7,  be 
communicated  it  in  writing  to  the  then  Comptroller  Marcy. 

Your  memorialist,  therefore,  contiuued  the  work  he  had  begpt, 
«nd  finished  his  mill.  He  put  it  in  operation,  and  provided  for  the 
farmers  a  mill,  twepty-three  miles  nearer  than  any  that  had  beea 
erected,  which  could  run  constantly.  The  water  that  was  dis- 
charged from  the  locks,  flowed  in  irregular  quantities,  but  generally 
there  was  more  than  was  required  for  the  purpose  of  his  mill,  he 
was  willing  that  others  should  participate  in  the  benefit,  and  there- 
fore leased  a  piece  of  land  on  which  to  erect  a  building  for  a  card- 
ing machine,  and  also  a  piece  to  erect  a  sash  factory,  with  permis- 
sion, so  far  as  he  could  grant  it,  to  take  water  when  there  was  any, 
out  of  his  race,  but  your  memorialist  never  pretended  to  sell  the 
right  of  using  the  water ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  the  permission  which 
he  gave  was  distinctly  declared  to  be  subject  to  the  right  of  the 
0tate,  whatever  it  might  be. 

* 

In  1827,  your  memorialist  conveyed  to  Hathaway  and  Oooding, 
sufficient  land  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  before  mentioned,  to  construct 
a  race-way,  in  continuation  of  that  made  by  your  memorialist,  and 
declared  in  the  conveyance,  that  whatever  use  they  shoufd  make  of 
the  water  should  be  subject  to  the  rights  of  the  state  ;  and  the  wfaob 
agreement  was  founded  on  the  presumption,  that  the  Canal  Commu^ 


aonerft  wmiM  allow  water  io  flow  over  the  waale-weir  at  the  hodu^ 
pvtuitoiiafy,  in  ssffietent  quantities  for  the  use  of  your  meMorialisI 
Iheaa. 


It  was  by  these  acts,  that  your  memorialiat  has  subjected  himself 
to  the  charge  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioners,  that  be 
**  appropriated  to  himself  land  and  water  which  bad  never  belonged 
to  hifld,  the  water  having  been  brought  from  Lake  Erie,  and  the  land 
occupied  by  the  race  having  been  taken  from  Comstock,  and  appro- 
priated by  the  laws  of  the  state  to  the  public  use."  This  is  the  grave 
accusation  upon  which  the  Comrobsioners  have  arraigned  your  me- 
morialist before  your  bar,  and  the  bar  of  the  people.  With  respect 
to  the  water,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  inhabitants  of  tha^  region,  who 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  natural  stream  herein  before  men* 
tioned,  which  flowed  over  the  hill,  that  the  quantity  which  it  fur- 
nished was  greater,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year,  than  that 
Wfejieli  was  discharged  over  the  waste-weir  at  the  locks,  and  applied 
to  the  mill  of  your  memorialist.  But,  whether  it  was  so  or  not,  your 
moMorialist  has  never  been  able  to  discover  any  principle  of  jusftietti 
modesty  or  equity,  which  should  prevent  his  using  water  or  any 
other  element,  which  the  bounty  of  Providence,  or  the  generosity  or 
eonlKenience  of  man  had  cast  upon  his  property,  provided  that  in  so 
doing  be  injured  no  others.  That  the  public  was  not  injured,  and  on 
the  contrary,  that  it  was  benefitted  by  his  operations,  every  one  ad- 
mits ;  and  that  the  lessees'  were  not,  and  could  not  be  injured,  has 
been  already  shewn  by  the  circumstances  before  detailed,  whicfc 
demonstrate  that  they  could  make  no  use  whatever  of  this  water. 
Tour  memorialist  not  only  owned  the  whole  hill  on  the  side  where  the 
water  was  discharged,  but  in  order  to  secure  and  protect  himself,  he 
porehased  also  the  opposite  hill,  for  which  he  gave  |^,000,  so  that 
fbere  was  not  a  foot  of  ground  in  any  direction,  upon  which  the  les- 
Mes,  or  any  one  to  whom  they  should  sell,  could  erect  any  works  to 
which  the  surplus  waters  could  be  applied.  The  appropriation  by 
your  memorialist,  therefore,  could  not  injure  them. 

With  respect  to  the  land  which  the  Commissioners  charge  yoor 
aeniorialist  with  having  appropriated,  he  enterains  great  dottbiB 
v^ther  the  ground  over  which  the  race-way  was  const  meted  by 
tfie  Commissioners,  ever  became  the  property  of  the  state.  He 
ittnch  doubts  whether  the  mere  act  of  throwing  water  from  the  ea^ 
ud  tiiroogh  a  waste-weir,  upon  land  vrhfchruns  sixty,  or  sixliUB- 
idmd  feet,  or  any  other  distance,  thereby  constittftes  the  channel  thw 
fMWd  imy  pait  of  ttie  cinaL    And  heqoeatione  mudi,  'whMber 
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the  eanal  i^praisers  vrould  think  it  their  dutj  to  eompensato  the 
owner  for  the  fee  of-  the  land  thus  occupied  by  such  a  channeL^ 
From  the  first  law  authorising  the  taking  of  land  for  the  use  of  die 
canal,  down  to  the  last  act  on  the  subject,  there  has  been  one  aoi- 
form  provision,  that  a  description  of  the  premises  appropriated 
should  be  entered  in  a  book  or  books  and  certified  by  the  apprai- 
sers, and  the  title  to  any  premises  is  not  vested  in  the  state  untfl 
that  provision  is  complied  with.  Tour  memorialist  does  not  con- 
ceive such  an  entry  to  be  a  mere  formal  proceeding ;  but,  in  as  much 
as  no  deed  or  other  instrument  is  required  to  be  executed,  he  con- 
siders it  the  only  memorial  of  a  proceeding  substituted  for  the  ver- 
dict of  a  jury  according  to  the  common  law,  and  the  only  evidenee 
of  the  title  of  the  state,  equally  necessary  for  its  interests,  and  to 
secure  the  rights  of  individuals  whose  property  is  taken  against  sub- 
sequent indefinite  claims. 

No  appraisal  or  determination  in  respect  to  the  ground  occupied 
by  the  race-way  before  mentioned,  has  ever  been  made  by  any  ap- 
praisers, and  of  course  no  such  determination  has  ever  been  enteied 
and  certified  by  them. 

Your  memorialist,  therefore,  with  great  deference  to  the  jodg' 
ment  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  but  with  great  confidence,  ven- 
tures upon  the  assertion,  that  the  ground  in  question  had  not  be- 
come a  part  of  the  public  property.  But  if  it  had,  he  denies  that 
be  has  in  any  manner  appropriated  it  to  the  injury  of  the  public;  bo 
has  covered  a  part  of  it,  and  at  the  point  where  the  water  was  dischar- 
ged from  it  into  the  ravine  below,  he  erected  a  mill,  and  continued 
the  race  about  two  hundred  feet,  for  his  own  convenience,  and  the 
manifest  advantage  of  the  state.  And  this  he  did  with  the  know- 
ledge and  acquiescence  of  the  Canal  Commissioner,  whose  pecu- 
liar duty  it  was  to  prevent  any  injury  to  the  public  works,  and  with 
the  direct  approbation  of  the  engineer  stationed  at  that  point  . 

Your  memorialist  continued  in  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  his  mill, 
supplied  as  it  was  by  water  thrown  away  by  the  state  from  its  waste- 
weir  at  the  locks.  The  public  works  sustained  no  injury,  tiit  looks 
and  the  embankment  around  them  were  secured  and  preserved  from 
the  effects  of  this  discharge  of  water  from  the  race  which  had  eft* 
dangered  them,  the  navigation  of  the  canal  was  uninterupted,  and 
your  memorialist  had  begun  to  indulge  the  hope  that  the  lessees  had 
themselves  abandoned  all  expectations  of  making  use  of  the  water 
they  b«d  purdiased.    He  was  confirmed  in  Ais  iiopey  by  bavis| 
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learnt  that  they  had  ofliitted  to  pajr  the  stipulated  rent  for  the  first 
^ear,  and  were  su&riog  the  seeond  jear  to  dra>r  to  a  close  without 
making  any  payments,  and  thereby  affording  the  Commissioners  the 
of^rtunity  provided  by  the  contract,  of  declaring  it  void  on  non^ 
payment  of  the  rent  for  one  year.  But  in  July,  1827,  your  memo- 
nidist  learnt  that  the  lessees  had  petitioned  the  Cansl  Board  to  in* 
terfere  in  some  way  to  {Mrotect  the  rights  they  supposed  bad  been 
granted  to  them.  Your  memorialist,  therefore,  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  then  Comptroller  of  the  state,  William  L.  Marcy,  in  which  he 
recapitulated  most  of  tho  important  facts  already  set  forth  in  this 
memorial — and  endeavored  to  show  that  the  lessees  had  no  right  to 
call  on  the  Canal  Board,  and  that  any  interposition  of  that  Board 
would  be  unjust  and  inexpedient.  He  represented  that  the  object 
for  which  the  waste-weir  and  race-way  were  constructed,  was  to 
pass  the  water  not  used  in  the  locks  into  the  basin  below,  and  that 
whether,  in  its  passage  to  the  basin,  the  water  fell  over  rocks  or  over 
a  water-wheel,  was  a  matter  in  which  they  had  no  concern,  provi- 
ded its  passage  was  not  obstructed  to  the  injury  of  the  public  works, 
or  in  such  way  as  to  deprive  the  lessees  of  any  benefit  they  would 
have  had,  if  no  water-wheel  had  been  placed  in  the  fall ;  that  the 
object  of  the  lessees  was  to  obtain,  without  an  equivalent,  a  portion 
of  the  property  of  your  memorialist,  on  vfhich  he  had  expended 
more  than  ^0,000,  or  to  coerce  him  to  pay  them  an  extravagant  bo- 
nus for  their  ideal  speculation.  Your  memorialist  distinctly  propo- 
sed to  submit  the  matter  to  the  judgment  of  the  Canal  Board,  and  if 
they  thought  he  ought  to  pay  for  the  use  of  the  water,  that  he  was 
willing  to  enter  into  a  stipulation  on  fair  terms  ;  and  suggested,  that 
if  the  supply  of  water  from  the  waste-weir  was  rendered  regular, 
so  that  calculations  could  be  made  on  its  continuance,  he  was  per- 
fectly willing  to  pay  a  fair  equivalent  for  it.  This  proposition  con- 
tained in  a  letter  deposited  among  the'  canal  papers,  where  it  yet  re« 
mains,  and  which  your  memorialist  cannot  suppose  was  unknown  to 
the  Commissioners,  he  presents  as  an  answer  to  their  charge,  "  that 
he  refused  to  listen  to  any  terms  of  accommodation." 

To  this  letter  of  your  memorialist  the  Comptroller,  Marcy,  return- 
ed an  answer,  dated  August  7,  1827,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed  to 
this  memorial.  This  is  the  only  communication  which  your  memo- 
rialist ever  received  from  this  officer  on  the  subject,  and  a  perusal 
of  it  will  show  how  entirely  mistaken  the  Canal  Commissioners  are 
in  representing  it  as  containing  tlie  opinion  of  the  Canal  Board,  and 
intimating  the  steps  which  they  should  feel  bound  to  take.     It  is  a 
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priTftte  letter  from  the  Comptroller,  ind  ehowB  oo  ite  fiice  that  tte 
Canal  Board  had  not  been  consulted  on  the  siib|eet ;  it  deee  not 
purport  to  express  the  sentiments  of  the  Board  on  anj  point  what^ 
ever,  and  least  of  all  does  it,  as  the  Commissioners  suppose  it  did, 
communieate  their  opinion  of  **  the  necessity  there  would  be  of  de* 
priving  your  memorialist's  mills  of  the  use  of  the  water,  should  he 
neglect  to  make  some  compromise  or  purchase  of  the  lessees*!' 

The  letter  of  the  Comptroller,  it  will  be  seen,  expressly  reeogoi* 
9es  the  rights  of  your  memorialist,  as  he  has  always  claimed  them : 
be  says — ^^  it  appears  to  be  perfectly  clear,  that  they  cannot  use 
an  inch  of  your  land  without  your  consent,"  and  that  ^^  your  land 
is  of  little  value  without  the  water,  and  their  water  of  no  value  with- 
out the  land ;"  and  be  therefore  advises  a  compromise.  While  your 
memorialist  was  duly  sensible  of  the  value  of  advice  from  such  a 
quarter,  he  yet  felt  persuaded  that  he  understood  the  particular  cireum* 
stances  of  the  case,  and  the  motives  and  objects  of  the  lessees  bet* 
ter  than  any  other  persop  possibly  could.  He  believed  that  the 
original  object  in  taking  the  lease,  by  men  who  could  not  use  the 
water  themselves,  or  sell  it  to  any  other  that  could  use  it^  except 
himself,  was  to  speculate  upon  him :  he  saw  nothing  in  the  motive 
er  the  object  so  meritorious  as  to  induce  him  to  yield  one  jot  or  tit- 
tle of  his  admitted  right  to  their  cupidity ;  and  indeed  he  felt  him- 
solf  called  upon  to  make  some  sacrifices  with  a  view  to  punish  in- 
stead of  rewarding  conduct  which  appeared  to^bim  so  exceptioiiable. 
They  had  purchased  with  their  eyes  open,  they  knew  they  bad  pur- 
chased nothing  but  a  controversy  with  your  memorialist,  unless  they 
could  operate  upon  his  fears,  to  extort  a  bonus*  While,  therefore, 
he  bad  been  and  continued  willing  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the 
Canal  Board,  or  of  any  disinterested  body,  respecting  the  equiva- 
lent he  should  pay  for  the  use  of  the  water  to  the  9tate^  be  cpuld  not 
consistently  with  a  regard  to  his  own  rights  and  duties,  treat  with 
men  whose  object  was  to  speculate  upon  him. 

He  was  further  influenced  in  this  conclusion  by  the  fact,  that  at 
the  session  of  the  Legislature  which  commenced  in  January,  18£8, 
a. law  was  passed  authorising  the  Canal  Board  to  cancel  leases  for 
the  use  of  surplus  water  in  cases  situated  like  that  of  your  memo- 
rialist. He  saw  in  the  act  a  return  of  the  Legislature  to  what  he 
had  always  deemed  the  correct  view  of  the  subject.  For  your  me- 
morialist had  always  supposed,  and  still  believes,  and  therefore  feels 
bound  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  those  whom  he  addresses, 


th*  wUe  the  state  bed  a  clear  right  iteder  the  eonetitutioD  to  take 
the  land  of  your  ttuemorialiat,  and  uae  it  for  the  porpoae  of  carrying 
off  the  aurpliia  waters  at  the  locka,  that  being  beyond  doebt  a  puUie 
purpose,  yet  that  the  right  was  co-extensiye  with  the  purpose^  and  that 
when  the  public  purpose  ceased,  and  the  state  assumed  the  character 
of  a  dealer  in  hydraulic  works,  that  being  a  jxirate  purpose,  was  not 
considered  within  the  constitutional  authority  to  take  priyate  pro* 
perty.  These  considerations  were  presented  in  the  Legislature^ 
and  in  the  public  papers  of  the  day,  at  the  time  the  law  referred  to 
wais  passed,  and  your  memorialist  indulges  the  belief,  that  the  same 
sound  and  enlarged  views  which  had  actuated  the  Legislature  in 
passing  the  law  would  influence  the  Canal  Board  in  its  execution. 

Under  all  these  circumstances  your  memorialist  declined  entering 
into  any  treaty  with  the  lessees*  Matters  remained  in  this  condition 
until  February,  1829,  when  the  Canal  Board  passed  a  resolution  on 
the  application  of  Junius  H.  Hatch,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  an- 
nexed* It  granted  the  lessees  authority  to  draw  one  half  of  the 
surplus  water  from  the  west  side  of  the  locks,  and  conduct  it  by  a 
race  in  the  rear  of  the  towing  path,  and  upon  the  express  condition^ 
among  others,  ^^  that  if  it  should  become  necessary  for  the  lessees  to 
enter  upon  lands  not  owned  by  them,  they  are  to  acquire  their  au- 
thority to  do  sp,  by  contract  or  otherwise,  but  are  not  to  derive  or 
infer  any  such  authority  from  this  resolution." 

In  this  resolution  your  memorialist  again  found  an  express  recog- 
nition of  his  rights,  and  a  language  entirely  difierent  from  that  which 
the  Canal  Commissioners  in  their  report  suppose  they  directed  the 
CotepiroUer  to  use  lo  your  memorialist,  in  1827.  Having  no  lands 
on  whidi  to  conduct  a  race,  as  directed  by  the  resolution,  the  lessees 
€M>uld  not,  and  did  not  avail  themselves  of  it.  Such  was  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  Canal  Board  upon  this  subject,  until  the  autumn  of  1829, 
when  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  this  business  occurs.  The  former 
leasees  oeem  to  have  abandoned  all  further  attempts  upon  the  feara 
or  cupidity  of  your  memorialist.  But  now  new  persons  appear  on 
the  theatre  of  action,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Canal  Commis- 
sioners. Charles  E.  Dudley,  a  Senator  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  Benjamin  Knowor,  president  of  the  Mechanics'  and  Farmers' 
Bank,  in  the  city  of  Albany,  Thomas  W.  Olcott,  cashier  of  that 
bank,  Lot  Clark,  an  attorney,  then  Uving  in  Chenango  county,  HeiH 
ry  Seymour,  one  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  and  others,  to  your 
memorialist  unknown,  became  interested  in  an  extensive  purchase 
of  land,  and  particukirly  in  the  purchase  of  a  tract  about  three  hun- 
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dred  rodi  from  the  foot  of  the  locks,  and  neailjr  a  mile  below  tiie 
village  of  Lockport.  The  design  of  foanding  a  village  at  tUa  spot 
was  announced,  and  measures  for  that  purpose  were  adopted.  But 
it  was  obvious  that,  possessing;  no  advantages  whatever  for  a  village, 
the  speculation  could  not  succeed  unless  hjdrauUc  power  was  ob* 
tained.  The  old  lease  to  Kennedy  &  Hatch  offered  the  opportunity 
of  coercing  your  memorialist  to  allow  of  the  construction  of  a  raee 
on  his  land,  which  should  conduct  the  surplus  waters  of  the  locks  to 
what  was  called  the  lower  village.  A  part  of  the  owners  of  the  vil- 
lage, those  named  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioners,  purchased  the 
largest  portion  of  the  interest  of  Kennedy  &  Hatch,  in  the  lease  for 
the  surplus  waters.  Your  memorialist  has  been  informed  by  Henry 
Srymour,  that  Charles  E.  Dudley  and  the  others,  refused  to  pur- 
chase the  property  at  the  lower  village,  unless  he,  Henry  Seymour, 
would,  become  interested  in  it,  which  he  assigned  as  the  reason  of 
hisi  having  become  so  interested.  And  although  Henry  Seymour  is 
not  directly  interested  in  the  lease,  yet  his  individual  interest  in 
consequence  of  his  joint  ownership  with  the  others  of  the  village, 
is  as  great,  if  not  greater,  than  that  of  those  persons,  if  there  are  any 
who  are  Interested  in  the  lease  and  not  in  the  village. 

A  new  and  very  different  system  of  legislation  by  the  Canal 
Board  now  commenced.  The  cautious  policy,  which  had  prohibited 
encroachments  upon  the  lands  of  others,  seems  no  longer  to  have 
prevailed.  The  power  given  by  law  to  cancel  the  lease  v^^as  unex- 
ecuted, and  the  most  rigorous  measures  were  adopted.  On  the 
tM  March,  1880,  a  resolution  of  the  Canal  Board  was  adopted,  a 
copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed,  and  to  which  your  memorialist 
prays  particular  attention.  It  recites,  among  other  things,  that  the 
worka  constructed  by  the  state  to  discharge  the  surplus  water  from 
the  locks  into  the  lower  basin,  had  been  obstructed.  The  ^^  ob- 
structions" yoiu*  memorialist  affirms,  consist  in  the  continuation  of 
the  race  by  him,  as  herein  before  related,  with  the  knowledge  and 
acquiescence  of  Commissioner  Bouck,  and  with  the  approbation  of' 
Engineer  Barrett.  And  he  declares,  without  the  fear  of  contradie- 
tion,  that  the  passage  of  the  water  in  the  race  constructed  by  the 
state,  has  never  been  retarded  so  as  to  produce  the  least  ineonven* 
ience.  The  resolution  then  recommends  to  the  Commisaioners,  ^'  to 
direct  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  the  surplus  waters,  to  be  dis- 
charged, as  nearly  as  may  be,  in  the  manner  the  same  were  origia- 
aliy  discharged,  by  means  of  said  waste-weir  and  race-way."  This 
resolution,  if  carried  into  effect,  would  have  torn  up  the  foundation 
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of  the  mitt  of  your  memorialist,  and  laid  it  in  niin0|  Without  promote 
iDg  in  the  least  a  more  rapid  or  beneficial  diseharge  of  the  water, 
without  benefitting  the  lessees,  for  they  bad  no  land  on  which  they 
conld  conduct  the  water  after  its  discharge,  and  without  the  least 
advantage  to  the  state.  A  valuable  hydraulic  power  would  have 
been  thrown  away,  and  your  memorialist  would  have  been  utterly 
ruined. 


But  from  causes  beyond  the  control  of  the  Canal  Commissioners, 
or  of  the  Canal  Board,  the  resolution  was  not  carried  into  effect. 
Instead  of  it,  the  Canal  Commissioners  have  resorted  to  another 
mode  of  wasting  the  water,  and  depriving  your  memorialist  of  its 
use.  They  have  ordered  the  surplus  waters  to  be  discharged 
through  the  locks  themselves,  except  a  small  quantity,  which  they 
allow  to  run  over  the  waste -weir  to  supply  a  mill  occupied  by  Ed- 
ward Bissell,  who  purchased  a  part  of  the  interest  of 'Gooding  ft 
Hathaway,  in  the  contract  made  by  them  with  your  memorialist, 
herein  before  stated,  and  who  has  purchased  of  the  lessees  some 
right  to  the  use  of  the  surplus  water.  The  portion  which  is  thus 
suffered  to  escape  over  the  waste-weir,  passes  through  the  race  con- 
structed by  the  state,  and  through  the  continuation  thereof,  Inade 
by  your  memorialist.  An  execution  of  the  resolutions  of  March, 
18S0,  by  discharging  the  water  from  the  race  of  the  state,  where 
it  was  originally  discharged,  would  prevent  Bissell  receiving  a 
drop  of  tbe  water.  The  resolutions  have  thorefore  been  entirely 
disregarded.  As  the  water  thus  sent  to  Bissell  passes  directly  by  the 
wheel  of  your  memorialist,  he  applied  it ;  fordoing  which,  a  bill  waa 
filed  against  him  in  0ie  court  of  chancery,  and  he  has  been  enjoined 
from  diverting  the  water  destined  for  Bissell's  mill,  although  Good* 
iog  ft  Hathaway  by  their  contract,  under  whom  Bissell  held,  were 
not  to  take  any  water  from  tbe  race  until  your  memorialist  vms  sup- 
plied. As  this  subject  is  now  pending  in  the  court  of  chancery, 
your  memori^Ust  abstains  from  further  reference  to  it;  and  it  baa 
been  introduced  here  Tor  the  purpose  of  giving  an  account  of  all  the- 
events  connected  with  the  matter,  and  of  showing  that  it  is  a  ques- 
tion depending  on  the  private  contract  between  your  memoriafist 
and  Gooding  ft  Hathaway.  The  residue  Of  the  water  not  destined  for 
Bissell's  mill,  and  consisting  of  three-fourths  of  the  whole  surplus 
wnter,  is  passed  through  the  locks  and  wasted,  while  tbe  mill  of 
y6ur  memorialiat  stands  idle. 
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Svek  10  ike  jpr^aent  .^ooditioa  of  tfab  iMneatable  Motoymf. 
Tliei  sUte  pi»  aufibriog  ^reat  damage  in  tbe  locks,  by  tb*  paiMgt  af 
such  vast  quantities  of  water,  and  particularly  when  ice,  wood  uA 
other  subataocea  are  carried  through  them.  The  nayigation  of  (be 
canal  is  impeded,  and  boats  passing  down  the  locks  are  greatly  de- 
layed  in  consequence  of  the  locks  not  being  ready  for  their  recep- 
tion, and  the  water  susceptible  of  application  to  hydraulic  purpoeei, 
to  the  benefit  of  an  extensiye  region  of  country,  is  wantonly  wasted. 

'  Your  memorialist  regrets  that  he  has  been  obliged  to  weary  your 
patience  by  such  a  long  recital,  but  in  no  other  way  could  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  his  case  be  understood.  He  is  a  heavy  sufferer,  and 
utter  ruin  seems  before  him,  unless  he  complies  with  such  terms  u 
the  interests  of  those  who  are  desirous  of  speculating  on  his  pro- 
perty, may  induce  them  to  offer.  He  cannot  trust  either  their  ge- 
nerosity or  their  justice.  He  prefers  the  tribunal  created  by  tbe 
constitutfon  of  his  country,  the  representatives  of  the  people.  He 
trusts  that,  uninfluenced  by  the  attempts  to  prejudge  his  case,  and 
unawed  by  the  rank,  power  and  influence  of  his  antagooists,  be 
will  be  heard  ;  and  that  disregarding  every  consideration,  but  tbe 
principles  of  eternal  justice,  relief  will  be  extended  to  him  by  tbe 
Legislature. 

He  prays  that  a  law  may  be  passed,  directing  the  Canat  Board  to 
cancel  the  original  lease  to  Kennedy  &  Hatch,  on  the  ground  stated 
in  the  act  of  1828,  inasmuch  as  neither  they  nor  their  sub-lessees 
can  avail  themselves  of  that  lease.  If  the  Legislature  shall  dete^ 
mine  that  it  is  consistent  with  justice,  and  with  the  sound  poliej  of 
the  state,  to  sell  the  right  of  using  the  surplus  waters,  and  sball  re- 
quire from  your  memorialist  compensation  for  the  Wat<ir  that  is 
dirown  on  his  land,  and  which  he  may  use,  he  will  abide  by  t\^e  ofler 
made  to  the  Comptroller  in  July,  1827,  and  on  being  secured,  a  eon* 
stant  and  regular  supply,  will  pay  to  the  state,  and  to  the  state  onij, 
such  equivalent  as  a  disinterested  and  competent  Board  sball  judge 
faii"  and  reasonable. 

Your  memorialist  further  prays,  that  an  enquiry  be  instituted  into 
the  degree  of  interest  which  Henry  Seymour  has,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, in  the  lease  of  Kennedy  &  Hatch,  or  in  any  proceedi^p 
which  may  grow  out  of  that  lease,  and  if  it  a[qpears  to  be  sueb  as 
your  memorialist  alleges,  he  humbly  suggests,  that  such  interest  is 
inconsistent  with  the  impartial  discharge  of  the  duties  of  a  Cansl 
Commissioner,  and  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  law,  which  fcr- 
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bids  a  CommufioBer  to  be  interested  in  hydraulic  works  depending 
onthecenaL 

Finallj,  your  memorialist  eommends  his  case  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  Legislature,  and  anxiouslj  awaits  their  deci- 
sion, whether  hi3  little  all,  which  has  been  acquired  bj  jean  of  toil 
and  industry,  shall  be  sacrificed  to  increase  the  wealth  of  a  specu- 
lating company,  or  whether  he  shall  be  permitted  to  enjoy  his  own 
property  in  peace  and  security. 

L.  A.  SPALDING. 

AUIAMT,  SS* 

Lyman  A.  Spalding  being  duly  affirmed,  says,  that  the  facts 
set  forth  in  the  preceding  memorial  are  true  in  substance. 

LYMAN  A.  SPALDING. 

Affirmed  to  befora  me  this  > 
S6th  January,  1881.  ) 

R.  J.  HILTON,  CommuHoner. 


DOCUMENTS. 


Comptbollkr's  OtFlCX,  ) 
Albany y  1  August^  1827.  ) 

SIR— 

Your  letter  of  the  7th  ult,  has  been  received.  It  was  not 
laid  before  the  Board,  because  but  one  Canal  Commissioner  attend- 
edy  and  under  such  circumstances  it  was  not  deemed  expedient  to 
enter  upon  important  business.  I  will  only  remark,  that  as  to  what 
you  say  as  to  your  right  to  the  land,  is  perfectly  correct,  and  your 
own  good  sense  will  suggest  to  you  that  since  the  purchase  of  the 
water  by  Kennedy  and  Hatch,  their  right  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
water  is  as  perfect  as  your's  to  the  land. 

It  appears  to  be  perfectly  clear  that  they  cannot  us<^  an  inch  of 
your  land  without  your  consent,  and  I  submit  to  you,  whether  it  is 
not  as  clear  that  you  cannot  use  a  drop  of  their  water  without  their 
consent.  If  it  was  unwise  in  them  to  purchase  the  water  without . 
having  secured  any  land  on  which  they  could  use  it,  was  it  less  un- 
wise in  you  to  let  them  buy  the  exclusive  use  of  the  water,  which 
alone  renders  your  land  valuable.  As  I  understand  the  case,  your 
land  18  of  little  value  without  the  water,  and  their  water  of  no  va- 
lue without  the  land ;  therefore,  unless  you  can  compromise,  you 
must  both  suffer.  We  are  called  upon  by  those  who  have  pur« 
chased  the  water,  to  prevent  your  using  their  property.  They 
urge,  that  if  it  had  not  been  supposed,  that  the  Board  would 
have  exercised  this  power,  no  person  would  have  given  a|  cent 
for  the  water  power,  and  of  course  it  would  have  become  yours 
idthout  paying  any  thing  for  it.  Reflection  must  convince  you  that 
there  are  rights  on  both  sides,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  will  be 
useless  to  both,  without  some  agreement  between  the  respective  par*^ 
tS^a. 

Yours,  &c. 

Wm.  L,  MARCY. 

L^UAS  A.  Spaldiko,  Esq. 
Iiockport. 


Albany^  19M  February^  1837. 
Cawal  Room, 
Present,  Samuel  Faung,  PretiH.  Pro  Tem. 
Wm.  C  JBotfcfc,  Henry  Seymour^  Silas 
Wrighii  Jr.  A.  C*  Flaggy  A.  Keyset. 

The  petition  of  Junius  H.  Hatch,  who  was  the  purchaser  of  sur* 
idm  waters  at  Lockport  which  have  been  enjoyed  by  the  owners  of 
the  land,  asking  to  have  a  race-way  erected  on  the  other  side  of  the 
canal,  where  the  petitioner  has  purchased  land,  and  claiming  to  have 
qne.ludf  of  the  surplua  waters  drawn  on  that  side  of  the  canal,  the 
fjietitjoiier  being  joint  owner  of  the  waters,  with  one  Kennedy,  de« 
ceased,  was  presented  and  read. 
[A.  No.  66.]  2 
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Resclved^  that  (ho  lessees  of  the  surplus  waters  at  Lockport,  be 
and  thej  are  hereby  permitted  to  draw  any  part,  not  to  exceed  theone 
half,  of  the  surplus  water  from  the  level  of  the  canal,  above  the 
lodks  at  Lockport,  on  the  west  side  of  the  canal,  instead  of  the  eastside, 
where  all  the  said  water  is  now  drawn :  provided,  the  said  water  to 
be  drawn  from  the  said  west  side,  shaU  be  drawn  through  and  over  t 
stone  erection  laid  in  water  lime  mortar,  and  conducted  in  a  race  to 
the  level  below  ;  said  race  to  be  entirely  on  the  rear  side  of  the  tow* 
ing  path,  between  which  and  the  towing  path  there  shall  be  a  stone 
wall  erected,  to  be  also  laid  in  water  lime  mortar ;  said  water  to  be 
discharged  into  the  canal  from  said  race,  at  such  point  and  in  sacb 
manner,  as  shall  be  directed  and  approved  of  by  one  of  the  actiog 
Canal  Commissioners. 

This  permission  is  granted  on  the  further  express  condition,  Aat 
every  part  of  the  work  shall  be  done  according  to  the  directioQB  of 
the  Uanal  Commissioners,  or  one  of  them,  and  at  the  expense  of  tbe 
lessees ;  and  upon  the  fuKher  condition,  that  if  it  shall  become  oe- 
eessary  for  the  lessees  to  enter  upon  lands  not  owned  by  them,  tbej 
are  to  acquire  their  authority  to  do  so  by  contract  or  otherwise,  bat 
are  not  to  derive  or  infer  any  such  authority  from  this  lesolution. 
And  it  is  further  resolved,  that  no  portion  of  this  work  shall  be  done 
during  the  season  when  the  canal  is  navigable  at  this  place. 


CANAL  ROOM.        ^  Albany,  22d  Afdreh,  1890. 

Prksbnt — Samuel  Young,  William  C.  Bouck,  Silas  Wright,  jr. 
Abraham  Keyser,  Greene  C.  Bronson,  A.  C.  Flagg — 

^*  The  memorial  of  Lyman  A.  Spalding  having  been  presented  to 
this  Board,  complaining  of  a  resolution  of  the  Canal  Commissionen 
adopted  onthe  14th  day  of  October  last,  in  relation  to  tbe  surplus  wt- 
lers  of  the  Erie  canal  at  Lockport,  and  the  manner  of  using  and  dis- 
posing of  the  same,  and  praying,  among  other  things,  that  the  lease 
of  the  said  surplus  waters  may  be  annulled,  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Tracr 
having  been  heard  on  behalf  of  the  said  memorialist,  and  Mr.  B.  F. 
Butler  on  behalf  of  the  persons  representing  the  original  lessees 
of  the  said  surplus  waters ;  and  it  appearing  to  this  Board  that  tbe 
said  surplus  waters  were  sold  at  public  auction  by  the  Canal  Com- 
missioners in  July,  1825,  and  leased  to  Richard  Kennedy  and  Junius 
H.  Hatch,  at  the  annual  rent  of  $200,  which  has  been  regularly  paid  to 
the  state  by  the  lessees  and  those  claiming  under  them,  and  it  fur- 
ther appearing  to  this  Board,  that  the  Canal  Commissioners,  in  tbe 
original  construction  of  the  Erie  canal  at  Lockport,  made  a  waste- 
weir  near  the  upper  lock,  and  a  race-way  from  the  same  a  distance 
of  one  or  two  hundred  fe-st,  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  or  mountain,  for 
the  purpose  of  discharging  the  said  surplus  waters  into  the  basin 
on  the  lower  level ;  which  said  works  have  since  been  obstructed, 
without  any  lawful  right  or  authority,  by  the  said  Lyman  A.  Spald- 
ing— 

Thereupon, 
Rtaohedj  That  this  Board  approve  of  the  said  proceedings  in  tbe 
Canal  Coamuaaioners,  in  attempting  to  put  the  said  aurplua  waters  at 
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thedispooal  and  under  the  control  of  the  lessees  and  (heir  assigns ;  and 
that  the  prayer  of  the  said  memorisdist  be  denied ;  and  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  Canal  Gftmmissioners  or  the  acting  Commission- 
er on  that  section  of  the  canal,  if  he  or  they  shall  at  any  time  deem 
it  for  the  interest  of  the  state  or  the  advantage  of  the  lessees  or 
their  assigns,  so  to  do,  to  direct  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  said  sur- 
plus waters  to  be  discharged  as  nearly  as  may  be  in  the  manner  the 
same  were  originally  discharged,  by  means  of  tha  said  waste-weir 
and  race-way  ;  provided,  the  same  be  done  at  the  expense  of  the 
•aid  lessees  or  their  assigns,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  acting 
Commissioner. 
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IN   ASSEMBLY, 


January  20,  1831. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  Nathaniel  Wilson,  Inspector  of  Beef  and  Pork 
for  the  county  of  Greene,  for  the  year  1830. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New- York. 

The  subscriber,  an  iDspeetor  of  beef  and  pork,  has  inspected  during 
the  year  18S0,  the  following  viz : 

S^S57  barrels  prime  beef. 
503       «      mess      " 
124       "      cargo     " 
53  half  barrels  mess  beef. 
4  barrels  prime  pork. 
1      "      mess     " 

Fees  on  the  aboye, $603  80 

Expenses  or  charges,  •  •  •  •     200  93 


Nett  receipts, $402  87 

N.  WILSON. 

Hon.  6so  rob  R.  Davis, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

CkOskiUy  January  17,  1831. 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  20,  1831. 


'     ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  James  Radliff,  Inspector  of  Staves  and  Heading 

for  the  city  of  Albany. 

To  the  HononMe  the  LegiakOure  of  the  Steie  of  New- York. 

James  Radlif^  inspector-general  of  staves  and  heading  in  the  eity 
of  Albanj. 

Ra8PBOTivu:.T  Rspobts  : 

That  he  has  inspected,  daring  the  year  one  thousand  ei(^t  hun- 
dred and  thirt J,  viz : — 

Prime  pipe  staves, 434,851 

«      hhd.     «       4S7,SS1 

,»*     bbl.      "       342,891 

«     hhd.  heading, 18,271 

PipecuUings, 179,897 

hhd       « 214,267 

bbl.       «        228,361 

hhd.  heading  cullings, 7,608 

Fees  of  the  inspector-general  on  the  whole,  at  10  cents  per 
thousand,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  eight-five  dollars  and  forty-four 
cents.     All  of  which  is  respectfullj  submitted. 

JAMES  RADLIFF. 

Inepecior-  OenenL 
Dated  Albany^  January  6,  1831. 

[A.  No.  57.]  1 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 

January  20,  1831 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Bristow  and  Lydia  his  wife,  and  William  R.  Bria- 
tow.  . 

Mr.  Cargill,  from  the  select  eommitiee,  to  whom  was  refemed  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Bristow  and  Lydia  his  wife,  and  WiUiajn  R« 
Brii>tow,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  vesting  in  them  the  right 
and  interest  of  the  state  in  and  to  a  certain  lot  of  land  in  the  village 
of  Brooklyn,  county  of  Kings,  and  in  and  to  a  certain  traet  of  land  si- 
taate  in  the  town  of  Western,  and  county  of  Oneida,  of  150|  aereii 

REPORTED— 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  in  which 
said  petitioners  state,  that  William  Vernon,  late  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  deceased,  was  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
died  seised  of  a  certain  lot  of  land,  situate  in  the  village  of  Brooklyn, 
on  Long-Island,  at  the  north-west  corner  of  High  and  Adams-streets, 
being  about  sixty-eight  feet  eleven  inches  on  the  easterly  and  wes- 
terly sides,  and  about  sixty-five  feet  and  eleven  inches  on  the  north- 
erly and  southerly  sides ;  and  also  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  situate 
in  the  town  of  Western  and  county  of  Oneida,  formerly  belonging  to 
Robert  Brown,  known  as  lot  No.  4,  containing  150^  acres,  or  there* 
abouts  :  That  at  the  time  of  the  decease  of  said  William  Vernon,  he 
had  no  heirs  who  were  capable  of  holding  lands  within  this  state 
they  being  incapacitated  by  reason  of  alienage  :  That  said  William 
Vernon  repeatedly  expressed  his  wish  that  his  property  should,  af- 
ter his  wife's  death,  go  to  said  Lydia  Bristow,  a  sister  of  said  Wm. 
Vernon  :  That  said  William  Vernon,  on  the  SOth  April,  181S,  made 
his  will,  giving  all  his  estate,  real  and  personal,  to  his  wife, 
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beth  Vernon,  who  was  an  alien  :  That  the  said  Elizabeth  Vernon 
continued  in  the  possession  of  the  premises  until  her  death,  her  said 
husband  having  died  about  January  1817  :  That  said  Elizabeth  Ve^ 
Don,  on  the  19th  M^y  last,  made  a  certain  power  of  attorney,  where- 
by she  empowered  Richard  Pennell,  of  the  city  of  New- York,  phy- 
sician, to  sell  said  premises  and  pay  the  proceeds  thereof  to  said 
William  R.  Bristow  :  That  said  Elizabeth  Vernon  died  in  June  last, 
before  said  Richard  Pennell  had  done  any  act  under  said  power,  and 
that  he  has  declined  acting  under  said  power,  by  reason  of  the  alien- 
age of  the  said  Elizabeth  Vernon  :  That  the  said  William  R.  Bris- 
tow is  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  that  said  Thom- 
as Bristow  and  Lydia  Bristow,  wife  of  said  Thomas,  haye  duly  de- 
elured  their  4ntentiQn8  of  becoming  such  citizens,  which  they  did  in 
September  last,  and  closing  said  petition  with  a  request  that  an  act 
may  be  passed  granting  and  releasing  to  the  said  Lydia  Briatow,  or 
to  said  William  R.  Bristow,  all  the  right  and  interest  which  the  peo- 
ple of  this  state  may  have  acquired  in  said  premises,  by  reason  of 
the  alienage  of  the  heirs  at  law  of  said  William  Vernon,  or  of  the 
aaid  Elizabeth  Vernon  and  her  heirs. 

The  committee  are  fully  satisfied  as  to  the  truth  of  the  facts  so 
set  forth  in  said  petition,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  ought  to  be  granted,  and  have  therefore  prepared  a  biU 
and  directed  their  chairman  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  same. 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  25,  1831. 
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REPORT 


Of  the  Bank 

TO  THE  HONOURABLE  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE 

STATE  OP  NEW-YORK. 

m 

The  Bank  Comnussionera,  pursuant  to  the  requirement  of  the 
**  Act  to  create  a  fiind  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  of  certain  mo- 
Died  corporations,  and  for  other  purposes,'' 

Ra8rsomrLi.T  Rxport  : 

That  during  the  past  jear,  they  have  performed  the  duties  impo* 
sed  upon  them  by  law,  in  relation  to  the  visitation  and  examination 
of  the  affairs  of  the  several  banking  iiistitutions  subject  to  such  visi- 
tation, and  have  received  from  the  officers  of  those  institutions,  every 
deairable  facility  in  the  execution  of  those  duties. 

The  promptness  and  cheerfulness  with  which  those  facilities  have 
been  uniformly  afforded,  have  been  highly  gratifying  to  us,  as  it  ia 
DOW  to  make  the  acknowledgment  due  for  them. 

Our  practice  at  these  examinations  has  been  to  take  a  general 
statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  verified  by  the  oath  of  its  offi- 
eers,  and  by  a  further  particular  examination  of  the  books,  papers, 
money,  &c.  to  satisfy  ourselves  of  the  accuracy  of  such  statements. 

As  thfe  solvency  of  a  bank  employing  its  capital  in  loans  and  dis- 
eonnts,  always  depends  upon  the  safety  of  its  debts,  these  have  been 
die  subject  of  frequent  and  particular  examination.  And  although 
it  cannot  be  expected  that  we  should  Know  the  standing  of  most  of 
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the  persons  with  whose  names  we  meet,  yet  few  large  amounts  are 
found  against  individuals  of  whom  we  have  not  some  knowledge  or 
information. 

Of  the  general  character  of  the  debts,  we  judge  from  their  magni- 
tude— from  their  character  as  business  or  accommodation  paper — 
from  the  number  and  distribution  of  indorscrs — from  the  time  thej 
have  been  standing  or  continued  by  renewals — from  the  business  or 
other  connection  of  the  parties  with  the  principal  officers  or  mana- 
gers of  the  bank — and  from  the  relation  between  the  bank  and  those 
having  the  management  of  its  concerns,  as  affording  more  or  less  se- 
curity for  a  vigilant  and  faithful  administration. 

These  and  other  circumstances,  which  will  appear  upon  examina- 
tion, with  the  informailion  of  the  4>ffitters  upon  oath,  and  with 
what  limited  knowledge  or  information  we  may  happen  to  possess  of 
the  pecuniary  situation  of  individuals  increasing  as  it  will  be  by 
these  examinations  and  other  means,  we  apprehend  will  enable  us 
ordiniu*ily  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  general  character  of  the  debts  of 
the  institutions  subject  to  our  visitations,  sufficiently  accurate  to  pro- 
tect the  fund,  as  well  as  the  public,  against  losses  arising  from  tnat 
source. 

Banks  in  the  country,  having  their  capital  actually 'paid  itt,  it  is 
believed,  will  very  rarely  have  a  sufficiency  of  paper  which  can 
be  affected  by  a  sudden  commercial  etnbarrassment  or  Individual 
misfortune,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  jeopardize  their  eventual  sotvep- 
cy,  although  temporary  embarrassment  may  often  result  from  such 
causes. 

But  a  series  of  such  losses-— consequent  sacrifices  to  sustain  credit 
-^and  a  continuance  of  dividends  to  cover  embarrai^smeirts  and  pre- 
vent a  depreciation  of  their  stocks  in  the  market,  are  the  mbre  ]pro* 
bable  causes.of  failure.  Against  these,  however,  tmderthe  pMsent 
law>  we  think  there  will  be  no  great  difficulty  in  guardiDj^  . 

Hie  prohibition  against  making  dividends  while  the  capital  is  im- 
paired \o  any  extent,  is  admirably  calculated  to  prevent  a  lingering 
disease  of  this  description,  and  personal  examinations  are  periiaps 
the  only  mode  of  enforcing  the  ^prohibition^  It  i^  yilhiabla.filf^lo 
the  stockholders  a9  affording  them  the  assurance  that  ii^e  dirir 
dends  are  continued^  their  cf^pital  is  entire,  an^  tl^t  tli^ j  ai«^  t^ 
eei  ving  back  their  principal  under  the  name  of  profits^ 
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fiinoe  the  firal  of  February  last,  all  the  new  banks  which  were  in- 
ecMrporalftd  at  the  two  last  sessions  of  the  legislature,  except  those 
in  Ae  eitj  of  New-York,  and  one  in  the  county  of  Washington,  have 
gone  into  operation  under  farorabie  auspices.  Their  aggregate  o^- 
pUal  amounta  to  $2,160,000,  which  has  been  paid  in,  agreeably  to 
laiw.  Before  certifying  to  that  fact  and  saffering  them  to  commenee 
operations,  we  have  adopted  the  mode  of  satisfying  ourselves  by  ac- 
tual examination,  in  addition  to  the  affidavits  of  the  officers  ;  and  in 
cases  ivhich  seemed  to  require  it,  have  extended  our  inquiries  so  as 
to  ascertain  from  what  sources,  and  under  what  circumstances,  the 
more  considerable  amounts  of  capital  have  been  obtained. 

It  is  believed  that  in  every  instance  the  conditions  of  the  charter 
have  been  complied  with,  and  that  the  nominal  has  also  been  a  real 
increase  of  permanent  bank  capital. 

• 

There  are  now  in  operation,  in  the  state,  besides  the  three 
brmches  of  the  Unitrd  States  Bank,  forty-nine  banks.  Their  ag- 
gregate capital,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  statement  hereto  annexed, 
amounts  to  $21,S23,460.  Twenty-nine  of  these  institutions  (and 
those  first  named  on  the  list)  two  of  which  have  branches,  are  sub- 
ject 16  the  inspection  of  the  commissioners.  Their  aggregate  capi- 
'tal  on  the  first  of  January,  was  $6,294,600. 

We  report  them  all  to  be  in  a  safe  condition,  and  all  of  them  have 
qontiibiztecl  to  the  bank  fund  the  amount  required  by  law.* 

It  seems  to  be  the  pdicy  of  the  law  under  which  we  act,  to  have 
our  examinations  and  the  information  acquired  by  them  of  a  strictly 
confidential  character,  and  we  have  not  felt  ourselves  at  liberty  to 
contravene  that  policy  even  in  cases  where  the  communication  of  a 
Act  relating  to  an  institution  would  assist  our  investigations,  or  lead 
to  desirable  information. 

W{th  reference  to  the  spirit  of  the  law  in  this  particalar,  we  have 
bad  Mome  doubt  w  determining  what  particulars  it  would  be  our  d^fy 
to  communicate  to  the  Legislature  under  that  [M'ovision,  which  re- 
quires us  to  give  such  abstracts  from  the  reports  made  to  us  as  we 
might  deem  useful.  The  reports  made  to  us  on  the  first  instant, 
would  enable  us  to  give  the  situation  of  the  institutions  with  much 
aecuracy  and  particolarity ;  but  we  have  not  thought  that  the  infer- 

*  ThA  Gnenwich  Bunk  in  New-Tork  hu  tlto  gone  into  operation,  bat  quite  lately.    It  ia  not 
farinjlf^l  in  the  abore  eanmeratioa,  nor  in  any  of  our  itatcmenti. 
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matioo  would  be  pftrticulailj  useful  to  the  Legislftture,  and  its  pub- 
licity might  be  the  cause  of  affecting  the  comparative  reputation  of 
some  injuriouslj.  At  least  it  would  seem  to  be  giving  an  advantage 
to  those  which  are  not  required  to  report.  We  have  therefore  given 
an  i^regate  statement  of  the  banks  required  to  report  to  ua,  and  a 
statement  of  the  circulation)  and  some  other  particulars  of  each  one. 

■ 
In  the  execution  of  our  duties  we  have  found  but  one  institution 

whose  operations  we  have  thought  it  our  duty  to  interfere  with^  by 

an  application  to  the  court  of  chancery.     In  that  instance  the  effect 

of  the  restraint  was  to  produce  a  material  change  in  its  affairs ; 

upon  completing  which,  it  was  permitted  by  the  court  to  resume  bii« 

ainess,  and  is  now  believed  to  be  in  a  safe  condition. 

The  funds  which  all  the  institutions  find  it  necessary  to  keep  for 
the  redemption  of  their  notes,  form  a  very  considerable  item  in  the 
statement  of  their  affairs,  and  are  often  placed  in  a  situation,  of  the 
security  of  which  the  commissioners  have  not  the  means  of  foraiing 
a  satisfiictory  opinion. 

The  city  of  New-York  being  the  great  exchange  for  the  monitaiy 
aa  well  as  mercantile  operations  of  the  country,  both  of  which  invar 
riably  flow  in  the  same  channel,  it  is  there  that  the  reservoir  ia  kept 
upon  which  most  of  the  banks  draw  for  the  redemption  of  their  notes 
aa  the  exigencies  of  business  require.  Others  draw  upon  funds  in 
the  banks  at  Albany,  who  in  their  turn  meet  such  calls  by  drafts  up- 
on New-York.  So  that  in  fact,  although  a  system  of  exchange  is 
constantly  going  on  between  the  different  banks,  in  the  country,  it 
is  only  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  nett  balances  which  are  paid 
by  drafts. 

And  the  notes  of  the  different  banks  may  therefore  be  said  to  be 
redeemed  thus  indirectly  in  the  city  of  New-York.  And  the  dif> 
ference  between  this  indirect  redemption  and  a  direct  one  by  an  ap- 
plication of  the  funds  provided  for  that  purpose  in  the  city,  before 
the  notes  are  sent  home,  causes  the  trifling  depreeiation  of  countiy 
paper  in  that  market. 

Drafts  upon  New-York  being  equivalent  to  the  specie  there,  this 
mode  of  redemption  is  preferred  by  the  banks  to  a  direct  redemp- 
tion in  the  city,  because  it  gives  their  notes  a  mdre  extended  cir- 
culation ;  and  by  tl>e  bill  holder  to  a  redemption  in  speeie  at  the  coun- 
ter, because  it  saves  him  the  expense  of  transportation.    The  sya* 
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t0ai  of  exdiMige  is  thus  kept  up  between  city  and  country,  (as  it  is 
said  to  be  between  different  parts  of  the  Union,)  at  less  expense  than 
the  cost  of  teiansporting  specie. 

The  competition  for  these  deposits  in  New-York  between  some 
of  the  banks  and  indiridual  bankers,  has  induced  offers  of  moderate 
rates  of  interest  to  the  country  banks  for  their  funds  while  undrawn, 
and  many  of  them  have  very  considerable  deposits  upon  those  terms 
with  individuals,  whose  extensive  and  multifarious  business  renders 
their  general  reputation  for  solvency  and  wealth,  a  very  uncertain 
test. 

Upon  general  principles,  as  interest  includes  a  premium  for  the 
risque  as  well  as  compensation  for  the  use  of  money,  we  should  ex- 
pect that  thosewould  pay  the  highest  rate  in  whose  hands  it  was 
least  secure.  And  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  is,  that  the  depo- 
sitors may  be  teiapted  by  the  rate  of  interest,  to  lose  sight  of  that 
unquestionable  safety  which  to  the  public  is  certainly  more  important 

We  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any  of  the  institutions  are  in 
danger  of  losses  of  this  description,  or  that  they  have  suj^s^ 
themselves  incurring  any  hazard  in  this  respect.  But  we  fear  more 
danger  from  this  source  than  any  other,  for  they  rely  upon  a  credit 
of  the  solidity  of  which  they  have  no  adequate  means  of  judging;  a 
credit  too  which  is  the  reliance  of  other  banks,  both  in  and  out  of 
the  State,  and  of  individuals,  for  amounts  of  which  they  can  know 
nothing  except  the  probability  of  their  being  immense. 

Ordinarily  however,  no  single  institution  will  be  exposed  to  a  loss  of 
this  character,  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  endanger  the  public  fund. 
No  instance  of  that  kind  has  yet  occurred  to  us,  although  some  have 
been  noticed  where  a  loss  would  have  occasioned  a  winding  up  of 
the  institution. 

The  following  statement  will  shew  the  amount  due  to  the  banks 
subject  to  our  inspection,  from  the  banks  and  bankers  in  the  city  of 
New- York,  at  the  tiroes  therein  mentioned. 

1880,  April  1.  lBSO,Jiilyl.  1830,  Oct.  1.  18Sl,Jaa.l. 

1,242,167         860,226  1,710,960,  2,697,690 

These  are  hett  balances  after  deducting  all  balances  on  the  other 
side  of  the  account,  and  their  average  will  probably  shew  about  the 
average  amount  of  funds  in  New- York  belonging  to  those  banks. 
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Tbft  law  of  the  last  aeaaioii  prohibiting  the  ciroolatite  of  ladl 
Botes  of  the  banks  of  other  states  has  had  a  most  farotfabie  efbet 
opon  the  state  of  the  currency.  Publie  opinioii  seam  to  have  oD- 
operated  in  carrying  it  into  execution  ;  and  it  is  believed  that  but 
very  i^w  notes  of  that  description  are  now  held  in  circulation  In  the 
interior  of  the  state.  Their  place  has  been  shpplied  with  those  of 
our  own  institutions,  of  the  genuine  character  of  which,  almost  every 
eitizen  is  capable  of  judging. 

The  extent  to  which  this  law  may  have  operated  towards  iacras*- 
ing  the  circulation  of  our  own  banks,  can  only  be  conjectural,  but  is 
believed  to  have  been  very  considerable. 

For  the  purpose  of  shewing  the  increase  of  circulation  oeeaaioned 
as  well  by  that  cause  as  the  operation  of  the  new  banks  whish 
have  commenced  business  the  last  year,  we  have  compiled  the  M- 
lowing  table,  shewing  the  aggregate  amount  of  bank  notes  in  ciieo- 
lation  at  different  periods. 

It  comprises  all  the  banks  subject  to  our  visitation*  The  Lanaing- 
l^gh,  Boehester,  Commercial  and  Dutchess  County  banks,  with 
who^e  statements  we  have  been  obligin^y  forniahed,  and  estinastap 
i)t  the  Middle  District  and  Columbia  banks,  until  they  stopped  pay- 
4nent,  thus  giving  the  entire  circulation  of  all  the  banks  in  the  state 
north  of  the  city  of  New-York,  except  the  Orange  County,  and  the 
two  branches  of  the  United  States  Bank* 

1829,  January  1, • #4,408,056 

"     July  I, 8,7«v4W 

I6SO9  January  1, 3,874,346 

"     April  1, 4,649,188 

'«     Julyl, • 4,464,697 

«'     October  1,  • •  •     5,780,979 

1881,  January  1, 6,762,541 

* 

Tiic  capital  of  these  banks  was 

On  the  1st  Jan.  1830, $4,846,600 

On  the  1st  Jan.  1881,  ...; 6,916,600 

The  following  calculation  ynll  give  the  best  estimate  we  are  able 
tp  make  of  the  entire  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation  of  the 
banks  in  this  State,  excluding  the  brandies  of  the  United  Stales 

Bank: 
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Amoant  January  1,  1881,  brought  down,  ••  |6,762,541 

Deduet  packages  known  to  have  been  feat 

for  redemption^  and  in  transitu  on  the  . 

Ist  January,  ....• S00,000 

' $6,46«,641 

Add  estimate  for  Orange  County  Bank, 100,000 

Add  for  New-York  banks,  estimated  at 3,835,000 

$10,397,541 

Annexed  to  this  report  will  be  found  an  aggregate  statement  of 
the  local  banks  of  several  of  the  neighboring  states,  taken  from  their 
last  returns.  From  these  and  the  statements  and  estimates  of  our 
own  banks,  the  following  taUe  is  compiled  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
a  comparative  view  of  the  bank  notes  in  circulation  in  those  states. 
The  actual  circulation  among  the  community,  however,  will  be  less 
by  the  amount  of  bank  notes  on  hand  by  those  banks,  after  deduct- 
ing the  amount  of  bank  notes  of  other  states  and  of  Che  United  States, 
possessed  by  the  bank^  and  in  circulation  in  those  states. 
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The  arnonnt  of  ettirenoj  in  a  eountr  j  is  alwajs  in  proportion  to  its 
iv«altii  and  business ;  and  in  this  eountrj,  what  may  properly  be 
ttOBsidered  currency)  may  be  said  to  consist  of  specie,  bank  notes, 
and  deposits  in  banks  transferable  by  means  of  cheeks. 

The  amount  of  deposits,  reported  by  the  banks  in  the  adjoining 
States,  iqppears  to  eonsist  oi  so  many  items  of  a  different  character, 
some  of  whioh  do  not  fall  within  that  class  of  deposits  fairly  deno- 
minated currency,  that  they  furnish  very  imperfect  data  for  calcula- 
tion, and  are  therefore  omitted  in  the  table. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  circulation  of  bank  notes  in  these  States 
ibeara  a  nearer  proportion  to  thsir  population  than  to  the  amount  of 
bank  capital ;  and  that  population,  therefore,  aa  regards  them,  is  a 
better  test.ef  their  wealth  and  business. 

The  proportion  of  circulation  consistingof  deposits,  must  be  greater 
in  this  State  than  in  either  of  those  mentioned,  in  consequence  of  the 
immense  business  of  that  kind  in  the  city  of  New-York ;  and  probably 
if  thiese  were  brought  into  the  estimate,  the  proportional  circulation 
of  these  ive  States  would  eompare  very  nearly  with  our  general 
ideas  lef  their  wealth  <and  eommereial  character* 

The  common  operations  of  banking,  are,  receiving  deposits  for 
safe  keeping — ^loaning  the  floating  balance  of  such  deposits — ^borrow- 
ing large  sums  at  a  reduced  rate  of  interest,  and  lending  in  small  ones 
at  the  ordinary  rate — paying  interest  upon  deposits,  and  employing 
the*  average  balance  in  productive  investments— 4oaning  capital  upon 
veal  eataley  aoeommodation  or  business  paper^purcbasing  and  seUing 
bills  of  exchange — circulating  bank  paper  as^mrrency,  upon  the  credit 
either  of  a  portion  of  capital  reserved  for  redeeming  it,  or  upon  the 
floating  balances  of  deposits. 

^  These  are  all  separate  and  distinct  operations ;  and  the  business 
of  banking  is  elsewhere  frequently  confined  to  one  ,or  a  few  of  them. 
But  here  most  of  them  are  generally  coiabined,  and  frequently  all 
arexarried.on  i^  a  single  institution. 

Hence  it  is  that  many  of  the  theoretical  notions  upon  banking  are 
wholly  inapplicable  to  the  existing  state  of  oiir  banks. 

One  supposes  that  their  aggregate  expansibility  or  elasticity  de* 
pends  upon  the  aggregate  amount  of  capital.  Another,  upon  the 
amount  of  specie  in  their  vaults.    Another  supposes  that  an  accu- 
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liialation  of  bank  capital  increases  to  an  equal  extent  the  €a$h  capital 
of  the  couotiy ;  apd  another,  that  erery  increased  issue  of  bank  notes 
necessarilj  causes  a  proportionate  depreciation  of  money,  or  rise  in 
marketable  commodities. 

But  none  of  these  propositions  are  true  of  our  banks,  howerer 
accurate  some  of  them  might  be  when  applied  to  banks  pursuing  onl^ 
one  or  other  of  the  dififerent  operations  above  mentioned^ 

A  bank  whose  operations  were  confined  to  the  discounting  of  bu- 
siness paper,  (by  which  is  meant  notes  received  or  drafts  given  for 
property  sold  and  to  be  paid  at  maturity,  an  operation  which  requires 
very  little  capital,)  might  extend  itself  very  nearly  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  its  capital,  making  just  allowances  for  fluetnations  in 
business ;  but  if  a  considerable  proportion  of  its  capital  wena  loaned 
upon  long  credits,  or  upon  accommodation  paper  or  otherwise  in  a 
situation  not  to  be  commanded  at  short  periods,  the  case  would  be 
entirely  different.  Such  loans  for  business  purposes  may  be  fairly 
considered  yerj  nearly  in  the  tight  of  a  reduction  of  so  much  capital. 

80  also  the  amount  of  specie  on  hand  furnishes  a  very  unsefe  crt> 
tenon  ;  for  the  demand  for  it  depends  not  upon  the  quantity  of  bank 
paper  in  circulation,  (if  the  circulation  is  confined  to  its  legitimate 
channels,}  but  upon  the  exigencies  of  trade  ;  and  a  sudden  revulsion 
may  render  an  amount  entirely  insufficient,  which  in  ordinary  times 
would  be  an  ample  fund. 

It  is  true,  however,  that  when  the  channels  of  circulation  beeoase 
swollen,  the  foct  is  invariably  indicated  by  a  consequent  demmd  for 
specie  ;  but  other  causes  produce  the  same  e&ct 

Specie,  however,  although  the  ultinmte,  is  not  the  on^,  means  <rf 
redemption,  or  of  resisting  a  pressure.  The  direction  of  the  pres- 
sure, and  the  course  of  trade,  must  be  considered ;  and  the  means 
growing  out  of  the  latter  must  be  brought  into  account.  For  instance, 
fn  a  commercial  community  situated  as  this  State  is,  where  the  ope- 
rations of  business  centre  in  a  single  city,  if  a  pressure  eomes  fiom 
that  quarter,  as  most  generally  it  will,  it  is  obvious  that  funds  there, 
to  the  country  banks,  answer  all  the  purposes  of  specie  at  home ;  «o 
that  their  ability  is  not  dependent  solely  upon  the  quantity  of  specie 
on  hand. 
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The  iame  principle  witt  apply  to  the  city  banks,  which,  by  the 
operalions  of  commerce,  find  it  convenient  to  accnmulate  or  procure 
credits  in  Europe  or  elsewhere. 

The  adjoining  States  are  somewhat  differently  sitoated  as  regards 
their  commercial  operations,  having  no  acknowledged  centre  of  bu- 
siness for  the  whole  State,  and  the  operations  of  trade  therefore  not 
furnishing  equal  facilities  to  the  country  banks  for  accumulating  cre- 
dits at  a  point  where  credits  are  equivalent  to  specie. 

We  should  expect,  therefore,  that  their  banks  would  ind  it  neces* 
sary  to  keep  larger  supplies  of  specie  than  would  be  necessary  for 
the  country  banks  here ;  and  such  is  the  fact 

In  Pennsylvania,  for  instance,  the  banks  shew  an  amount  of  specie 
about  equal  to  one  half  their  circulation,  deducting  bank  notes  on 
hand.  Bufthe  following  estimate  will  shew  the  comparative  means 
of  resisting  a  pressure,  between  them  and  the  twenty-nine  banks  in 
this  State  whose  statements  we  have : 

The  Pennsylvania  banks  are  liable  to  drafts  for. 

Circulation, $6,870,609 

Dividends, S10,61S 

Due  other  banks, « 2,216,9U 

Deposits, 7,2S4,7S9 

$16,681,873 
Their  available  means  are. 

Public  stocks, |1,046,678 

Due  from  banks, 2,772,836 

Notes  of  other  banks, 1,861,347 

Specie, 8,013,369 

8,694,129 

$6,987,744 
or  37  per  cent  of  discounted  notes. 

The  twenty-nine  New-Tork  banks, 

Circulation, $6,870,936 

Dividends, 39,841 

State  deposits, 129,763 

Banks  N.Y t... 116,469 

Otherbanks, •  1,394,026 

Deposits, ..•..  1,608,096 

Carried  ibrward, ..*    $9,168,118 
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Broagbi  foiward» #9,158,118 

Specie, #44S,S8S 

Notes  of  banks, 1,028,831 

Cashitems, 169,497 

Banks N.  v.... < 1^6«8,89e 

Otherbanks, 1,846,447 

Bankers  N.Y 1,049,8*8 

^    6,601,877 

$3,656,741 
or  81  per  cent  b(  discounted  notes. 

The  pressure,  therefore,  upon  the  debtors  of  the  banks,  after  their 
available  means  should  be  exhausted,  would  be  37  per  cent  in  Penn- 
sjlrania,  and  81  per  tsent  here.  It  is  presumed  that  the  difference 
would  be  still  greater,  if  the^New-Yoiic  city  banks  were  brought  into 
the  calculation. 

The  practical  operation  of  increasing  bank  capital  is  here  rather  a 
concentration  of  than  an  addition  to  the  cash  capital  of  the  country. 
Many  individual  sources  to  which  borrowers  resorted,  become  dis- 
continued, and  the  ci^tal  upon  which  they  drew  is  eoneentrated  in 
a  bank  to  which  they  now  have. to  resort* 

It  will  be  seen  that  but  $891,964  of  the  capital  of  the  banks  sub- 
ject to  our  visitation,  (whose  aggregate  capital  amounts  to  $6,894,- 
600,)  is  owned  by  persons  residing  out  of  the  State,  and  a  very 
small  proportion  of  that  is  owned  out  of  the  United  States.  Of  the 
$2,150,000of  new  bank  capital  paid  in,  during  the  last  year,  only 
$181,420  is  owned  by  non-residents  of  the  State. 

The  amount  drawn  from  other  productive  employments,  eawhisive 
of  individual  loans,  cannot  be  otherwise,  than  entirely  conjectural, 
but  is  believed  to  be  inconsiderable. 

Somewhat  connected  with  the  erroneous  opinion  that  an  accumu- 
lation of  bank  increases  to.  the  same  extent  the  cash  capitd  of  the 
country,  is  another  idea  that  an  increase  of  bank  capital  increases 
prdportionably  the  productive  capital  of  the  country.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  substitution  of  bank  paper  for  a  specie  currency, 
haS(  increased  tbe  productive  capital  of  the  country  to  the  saihe  ex- 
tent precisely  ihat  bank  paper  has  occupied  the  .place  whkh  would 
otherwise  have  been  filled  with  specie  ;  because  we  have  been  en- 
abled to  export  that  amount  of  specie,  being  a  commodity  having  in- 
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trijMie  value,  and  Bubstiiute  in  its  place  mere  paper  which  has  none. 
And  the  amount  of  saving  to  the  United  States,  by  way  of  interest, 
upon  this  capital,  has  lately  been  estimated  at  ^4,000,000. 

Although  it  is  not  denied  that  an  increase  of  bank  capital  general* 
ly  increases  to  some  extent  the  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation, 
yet  it  by  no  means  follows  that  every  additional  paper  dollar  thus 
put  in  circulation,  displaces  one  of  specie ;  for  much  of  the  addition- 
al circulation  caused  by  multiplying  banks,  is  thrown  into  use,  to 
answer  purposes  for  which  specie  would  not  have  been  resorted  to, 
but  whieh  would  otherwise  have  been  accomplished  by  barter  or 
oredit. 

It  is  theiofore  only  the  amount  of  specie  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  country,  which  can  be  said  to  be  displaced  by  the 
substitution  of  paper ;  and  that  amount  may  be  much  less  than  the 
quantity  of  paper  actually  used  on  account  of  the  greater  facilities  af- 
forded by  the  latter.  Hence  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  specie 
currency  displaced,  would  seem  to  be  overrated  if  founded  on  the 
actual  circulation  of  paper  and  specie,  when  the  former  constituted 
the  principal  amount,  much  more  so  if  founded  upon  the  basis  of  ca- 
pital. 

The  proposition  that  every  additional  issue  of  bank  notes  causes 
a  proportional  depreciation  of  money  in  the  market,  both  specie  and 
paper,  and  a  consequent  rise  in  the  price  of  commodities,  is  one  which 
has  been  often  advanced,  and  which  has  lately  received  the  sanction 
of  very  high  authority,  in  a  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

It  is  said  that  after  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  first  bank 
of  the  United  States,  a  large  number  of  local  banks  sprung  up^ 
which,  being  free  from  the  controul  which  the  United  States  Bank 
had  exercised  over  the  local  instkutions,  commenced  a  system  of  ex- 
eeasive  issues  which  involved  the  country  in  all  the  evils-of  a  disor- 
dered currency.  The  state  of  things  in  1816,  is  put  forward  as  ao 
illustration ;  and  it  is  urged,  that  in  consequence  of  the  suspensioa 
of  specie  payments  during  that  and  the  preceding  year,  the  quantity 
of  bank  paper  issued  had  about  doubled  the  entire  circulating  medi- 
um, and  that  the  nominal  price  of  every  article  was  of  course  one 
hundred  per  cent,  higher  than  it  would  have  been,  but  for  the  du- 
plieation  of  the  quantity  of  circulating  medium.  And  this  conse- 
qmente  is  said  to  result  simply  from  a  redundancy  of  quantity,  not- 
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withstanding  the  bank  notes  should  be  of  undoubted  credit,  and  eon- 
Yertible  into  specie  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder. 

The  circulating  medium  of  the  United  States  in  1816,  is  said  to 
have  been  one  hundred  and  ten  millions,  which  was  reduced  to  for- 
tj-five  millions  in  1819,  and  has  since  been  increased  to  aJ>out  fifty- 
five  millions.  From  whence  the  consequence  is  deduced  that  *^a 
specie  dollar,  in  1816,  would  purchase  no  more  than  half  as  much  ts 
a  paper  dollar  will  purchase  at  presentJ 
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These  are  important  propositions ;  thej  have  been  widely  and  in- 
dustriously circulated  ;  and  as  every  thing  relating  to  the  cunreney 
is  interesting  to  all,  are  certainly  entitled  to  serious  consideration. 
It  may  not  be  amiss  therefore,  and  we  hope  to  be  pardoned  for  mak- 
ing some  few  suggestions  which  occur  to  us  in  regard  to  them. 

.  In  the  first  place  the  statistical  facts  relied  upon,  require  acorree- 
tion,  which  is  found  in  a  later  and  more  detailed  statement,  compiled 
principally  from  actual  returns,  and  reported  to  be  from  the  pen  oi  a 
most  distinguished  individual. 

This  statement,  which  will  be  found  in  a  review  of  the  report  al- 
luded to,  in  the  American  Quarterly  Review  for  December  I8S0, 
estimates  the  entire  circulation  of  bank  notes  in  the  United  States, 
on  the  1  January,  1815,  at . . .  $44,700,000 

1  January,  1816,  at ...  •  66,500,000 
1  January,  1820,  at ... .  43,780,000 
1  January,  1830,  at ... .  64,380,000 

The  reviewer,  alluding  to  the  report  referred  to,  quotes  it  as  af- 
firming that  the  value  of  irredeemable  paper  is  altogether  regulated 
by  its  amount,  and  does  not  depend  upon  the  prospect  of  ultimate  re- 
demption. 

This  position  he  entirely  refutes,  both  by  argument  and  reference 
to  facts  of  the  most  convincing  character,  derived  from  the  actual 
prices  current  of  American  continental  paper — Bank  of  England  pa- 
per  during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  bank  paper  of 
this  country  under  the  same  circumstances. 

But  the  extent  of  the  proposition,  as  affirming  that  the  depreda* 
tion  results  entirely  from  the  quantity  issued,  notwithstanding  the 
bank  paper  may  be  convertible  into  specb  at  pleasure,  seems  eatiffe- 
ly  to  have  escaped  his  observation. 


Mo.  69.]  15 

le  it  true  than,  that  every  additional  issue  of  bank  notes  eonverti* 
bie  into  specie,  eauses  a  proportionate  depreciation  of  money,  or 
what  is  the  same  thing,  a  rise  in  the  nominal  value  of  commodities  ? 

Were  the  high  prices  of  1816  attributable  to  this  cause  P 

Would  the  controul  of  the  United  States  Bank  have  pravetited 
the  excessive  issues  of  bank  paper  at  that  time  ? 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  first  proposition  involves  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent qo36tion  as  regards  the  nominal  value  of  property,  from  thi^t 
which  might  arise,  if  .by  the  extraordinary  productiveness  of  the 
mines,  or  from  any  other  cause,  the  quantity  of  the  precious  metals 
were  to  be  suddenly  and  materially  increased. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  controvert  the  proposition  that  the  value  of 
numey  is  depreciated  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  its  quantity,  in 
any  given  state  of  the  demand  for  it.  But  the  question  is,  what  is 
money  ?  By  the  common  consent  of  the  civilized  world,  the  precious 
metals  have  become  the  only  measure  of  value.  They  have  an  in; 
trinsic  value,  equal  to  the  labor  required  to  produce  them,  and  an 
exehangeable  value  depending  upon  that  quantity  of  labor  and  the 
demand  for  the  product.  Hence  the  increased  facilities  of  procuring 
the  article,  and  an  increase  of  quantity  in  a  given  state  of  demand, 
must  cause  a  depreciation  in  value  throughout  the  globe. 

But  the  effect  of  an  issue  of  bank  notes,  is  entirely  different. — 
They  have  little  or  no  intrinsic  value,  and  are  not  acknowledged  by 
the  world  as  the  measure  of  value.  Their  depreciation,  therefore, 
would  not  affect  the  nominal  prices  of  property  in  another  country, 
nor  is  it  supposed  that  the  quantity  issued  would  cause  any  material 
depreciation  in  value,  as  long  as  their  credit  was  undoubted,  and 
rested  upon  the  fact  of  their  convertibility  into  coin  at  pleasure. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  prices  rise  as  money  depreciates.  Sup- 
pose then  an  issue  of  bank  notes  as  in  1816,  but  convertible  into 
specie  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holders.  It  will  not  be  pretended  that 
these  bank  notes  are  any  better  than  blank  paper  to  purchase  mer- 
chandize of  the  manufacturer  in  Europe.  His  prices  therefore  are 
fixed  independently  of  any  excessive  issue  of  them — and  fixed  by 
that 'standard  which  the  world  acknowledges  as  the  measure  of  va- 
lue. The  purchaser  therefore  converts  his  bank  paper  into  coin, 
-exports  it  to  Europe,  and  purchases  and  imports  his  merchandize. 
He  pays,  as  we  have  seen,  in  specie,  the  value  of  which  in  Europe, 
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«ilinot  be  liffidcted  by  the  quantitj  of  bank  paper  in  cireiilatioD  in 
Hub  eountry .  Now  will  a  dealer  here  pay  in  bank  notes,  twiee  tlie  cott 
of  tbat  merchandize,  when  he  can  convert  his  bank  notes  into  specie 
and  go  through  the  same  process  of  importation  himself? 

If  not,  then  it  is  not  true  that  the  price  is  raised  or  the  money  de- 
preciated, in  proportion  to  the  issue  of  bank  paper. 

§ 

The  proposition  also  assumes  that  under  the  circumstances  suppo- 
sed, the  produce  of  this  country  would  be  nominally  doubled  in  ya- 
loe.  But  the  cotton  or  the  flour  would  be  worth  no  more  in  Europe, 
because  there  are  other  sources  of  supply.  It  would  be  preposter- 
ous therefore  to  suppose  that  a  slrippci*  would  pay  a  two  dollar  bank 
note  for  a  bushel  of  wheat  to  ship  to  Europe,  when  the  price  there 
was  but  one  ;  if  instead  of  doing  it  he  could  convert  his  bank  note 
into  specie  and  ship  two  dollars  in  coin. 

Again,  suppose,  as  was  formerly  the  case  in  the  western  part  of 
this  State,  that  the  produce  of  the  country  was  chiefly  purchased  by 
the  country  dealers,  upon  sufficient  credit  to  enable  them  to  get  it  to 
market  and  realize  the  proceeds,  (for  credit,  in  some  form  or  other, 
is  the  principal  lever  of  business  operations,)  it  is  obvious  that  much 
less  of  what  we  term  circulating  medium  would  be  employed,  than  is 
used  in  the  present  mode  of  purchasing  with  cash.  In  the  former 
base,  the  property  would  go  to  market,  and  perhaps  be  converted 
into  merchandize ;  the  purchaser's  notes  would  go  into  the  hands  of 
the  agriculturist,  and  circulate  until  they  should  get  into  the  hands  of 
a  debtor  of  the  drawer,  or  be  exchanged  for  merchandizes ;  and  the 
whole  transaction  frequently  be  closed  withont  the  payment  of  a  dol- 
br  in  cash. 

In  the  latter  case,  the  purchaser  of  produce  passes  his  note  to  a 
bank,  in  exchange  for  bank  notes  ;  pays  in  bank  notes  for  the  pro- 
duce—the agriculturist  pays  his  laborers,  his  mechanics,  his  mer- 
chants, &c.  in  bank  notes,  which  find  their  way  to  market  in  some  of 
the  commercial  towns  ;  while  in  the  mean  time  the  purchaser  of  the 
produce,  by  a  sale  of  it  in  the  same  market,  is  enabled  to  deposit  the 
proceeds  there  to  the  credit  of  the  bank,  which  pays  his  debt,  and 
enables  the  bank  to  redeem  its  bills  by  drawing  upon  the  deposit 

During  the  whole  of  this  operation,  the  bank  notes  have  been  in 
eireulation ;  and  thus  we  see  that  the  same  business  operation  may 
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require  a  large  or  small  amouDt  of  circulating  mediuin,  according  to 
t)ie  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted.  In  one  instance  it  is  done  by 
a  transfer  of  individual  credit;  in  the  other,  by  the  transfer  of  bank 
credit. 

The  same  amount  of  this  description  of  business,  as  now  conducted^ 
requires  the  use  of  vastly  more  bank  paper,  than  it  did  before  the 
late  war ;  and  yet  it  never  was  supposed  to  be  the  occasion  of  any 
depreciation  in  the  currency,  or  rise  in  the  nominal  valae  of  produce. 

Our  purchasers  have  supposed  the  prices  in  the  country  to  be  re- 
gulated by  the  prices  in  New- York,  and  the  prices  there,  by  those 
in  other  parts  of  the  world ;  and  have  never  dreamed  of  paying  higher 
prkes,  beeaiise  they  were  paying  in  bank  paper,  which  was  current 
asRHMiey. 

The  error  seems  to  lie  in  considering  bank  notes  as  money.  They 
may  be  considered  the  representative  of  money,  so  far  as  the  specie 
has  been  displaced  by  them,  and  lies  in  the  vaults  of  the  banka^  be- 
cause to  that  extent  they  will  command  what  is  money  every  wherci 
And  as  long  as  sufficient  of  that  can  be  commanded  to  answer  the 
esdgendea  of  commerce,  with  those  who  do  not  consider  our  bank 
p^>er  soeh,  it  seena  to  us  to  be  difficult  to  sustain  the  proposition 
that  tho  vahie  of  money  depends  entirely  upon  the  quantity  of  cur^ 
reney  in  eireuiatton. 

An  imprudent  issue  of  bank  paper  to  individuals,  to  be  used,  not 
in  satisfying  the  legitimate  demands  of  business,  but  in  encourag^'ng 
a  course  of  wild  speculation  or  indiscreet  overtrading ;  a  ruinoua 
extravagance  of  expenditure,  or  otherwise,  where  the  borrowers 
will  be  unable  to  meet  the  fulfilment  of  their  obligations— 4iay  in- 
deed, to  some  extent,  be  said  to  afiect  prices,  by  producing  an  un« 
natural  and  excessive  competition.  But  when  the  convertibility  of 
bank  notes  into  specie  is  rigidly  enforced,  the  pulsation  of  business 
is  felt ;  both  the  bank  and  the  borrower  soon  find  it  to  be  a  bad  ope^ 
ration,  causing  embarrassment  to  the  former,  and  loss  or  ruin  to  the 
latter ;  and  the  evil  is  checked  before  it  becomes  extensive  or  essen^ 
tially  injurious. 


The  rigid  requirement  of  spede  payments  wfll  always  be  found  an 
infidlible,  as  it  is  the  only,  corrective  of  a  redundant  issue  of  biank 
pa|Mr ;  for  whenever  the  issue  exceeds  what  <he  channeb  of  business 
will  absorb,  the  return  of  the  excess  is  sure  and  speedy,  and  othef 
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resources  than  those  which  are  afforded  bj  the  ordinary  etureiit  •( 
business  must  be  applied  to  its  extinguishment. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten,  however,  that  the  accumulation  of  bank 
capital  to  an  extent  beyond  the  requirements  of  business,  afford^ 
strong  temptations  to  this  species  of  oTer  issues.  And  the  instaBees 
are  not  rare,  where  individuals^  at  times  when  the  banks  have  found 
it  difficult  to  keep  up  their  discounts  for  business  purposes,  or  hare 
been  tempted  to  increase  them  beyond  the  requirements  of  basioes8» 
have  been  tempted  to  borrow  imprudently  without  being  able  to  eal« 
enlate  upon  the  means  of  repayment,  perhaps  to  embellish  a.  turn — 
to  erect  buildings — or  enlarge  a  mercantile  capital* 

For  a  time  the  borrower  reposes  in  security  ;  but  when  Ihe  impe* 
nous  demands  of  business  require  the  use  of  tbe  capital  thus  inrest* 
ed,  a  new  loan,  and  a  sacrifice  to  procure  an  extension  of  credit^  are 
tbe  conseqtiences ;  and  so  on  from  time  to  time  repeatedly^  uutil  the 
observer  who  lately  saw  the  outward  appearance  of  thrift  and  pros* 
perity,  now  discovers  a  significant  placard  by  the  way  side :  *'  This 
Cu^m  for  sale.'^ 

It  is  true  that  banks  being  out  of  the  question,  the  same  effiset  is 
produced  when  unemployed  capital  accumulates  in  the  hands  erf  in* 
dividuals,  in  consequence  of  a  depression  of  business  y  but  the  Act* 
lities  afibrded  to  the  incautious  borrower  are  less,  as  the  surploaea* 
pital  of  individuals  is  not  susceptible  of  augmentation  by  the  power 
of  issuing  a  circulation  beyond  its  anwunt. 

But  these  are  minor  considerations  as  regards  the  proposition  un- 
der consideration,  and  giving  them  their  due  weight,  and  aliowiDg 
them  all  the  influence  upon  prices  which  may  be  produced  by  an  in- 
ereased  artificial  competition,  we  still  think  they  fall  very  far  short 
of  having  a  decisive  weight  in  proving  that  the  value  of  money  de- 
pends upon,  or  is  essentially  aflected  by,  the  issues  of  bAnk  paper, 
as  long  as  that  paper  is  convertible  into  specie. 

It  certainly  is  npt  proved  by  the  prices  of  1816^  whicb  are  addu- 
ced as  the  illustration. 

It  may  be  admitted  to  the  fullest  extent,  that  the  prices  of  commo- 
dities were  enhanced  at  that  period,  by  the  excessive  issuea  of  bank 
paper,  and  yet  the  proposition  is  not  established,  for  the  banknotes 
of  that  time  were  not  redeemed  in  specie.  Speeie  payment  had  been 


No.  59.]  1» 

«iugiMided  by  all  the  banks  in  the  Union,  except  New-Enj^and,  in 
the  autumn  of  1814,  and  were  not  resumed  until  the  spring  of  1817. 

It  is  not  intended  to  be  denied,  for  all  experience  testifies,  that 
paper  of  any  de8eripti<Ni,  which  is  put  into  circulation  as  currency, 
always  must  depreciate  unless  easily  convertible  into  specie,  no 
mMer  how  ample  may  be  the  secnrity  for  its  ultimate  redemption. 
Keither  the  arm  nor  th^credit  of  government  itself,  can  sustain  it  as 
currency.  A  melancholy  proof  of  this  in  our  own  country,  during 
the  late  war,  must  be  still  fri^sh  in  the  recollection  of  alL 

The  humiliating  fact  remains  iipon  record  in  the  histoiy  of  the 
times,  that  the  treasury  notes  of  the  government,  negotiable  by  de- 
livery and  bearing  an  interest,  were  exchanged  at  a  discount  for  the 
bank  paper  of  private  corporations,  not  convertible  into  specie. 

Yet  the  proposition  is  untrue  that  currency  of  this  description  is 
depreciated  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  issued.  The  prospect  of 
ultimate  redemption,  and  the  proximity  of  that  event,  are  all  impor- 
tant In  ascertaining  and  regulating  the  scale  of  depreciation.  To  the 
latter  consideration  chiefly  must  be  ascribed  the  apparent  anomaly 
above  alluded  to.  The  community  had  confidence  in  the  ultimate 
solvency  both  of  the  government  and  the  banks ;  but  the  opinion 
was  probably  entertained  that  the  banks  would  resume  specie  pay- 
ments sooner  than  the  government 

If  it  be  true  then  that  excessive  issues  of  banknotes  donot  essen- 
tially depreciate  the  whole  currency,  as  long  as  such  notes  are  re- 
deemable in  specie  with  facility,  it  would  seem  to  follow  that  the 
jMBtual  depreciation  of  irredeemable  paper,  at  any  given  time,  may  be 
measured  by  the  premium  which  specie  bears  when  exchanged  for 
such  paper.* 

To  whs*  cause  then  were  the  high  prfa^s  of  1816  attributable? 
Although  it  is  granted  that  in  some  degree  they  were  influenced  by 
the  excessive  issues  of  bank  paper,  not  however  in  any  considerable 
degree,  because  such  issues  were  excessive,  but  because  the  paper 
was  not  conveitiblc  Into  specie,  we  think  it  may  be  affirmed  that  the 
principal  cau3es  were  entirely  unconnected  with  the  state  of  the 
currency. 

«  Tkit  snaiim  in  New^Yoiki  daring  the  finC  six  nMNithi  of  ISIS*  ftvinged  U^  per  omtnai 
dwinsttelnit  fix  monthf  of  the  ume  yMx  8^  per  cent    ThoM  aTengei  tberefon  nny  bn 
*i^  bn  tlMMtud  dfpnajatioa  in  fSStgwYoA  in  eonieqiwiiM  of  the  nisp«nnon  of  epoeiepy 
owatt.   Tltept— inni  npen  ipetio  in  tome  of  the  oUief  oommorBMl  citiae,  wm  idiiMW  Mt  inaa 
«r  I  hnftih  B&on,  iHmi^  the  httkf  pdd  ipwie,  it  WM  mentr  M"i>^>^ 
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Id  whatever  relates  to  the  correocjr,  as  well  as  maoyoAer  umipof^ 
tant  subjects,  the  histor  j  of  the  Unies  immediately  soceeediog  the 
late  war  is  full  of  interest.  But  to  apply  it  properly  we  should  con- 
nect it  with  that  during  the  war,  as  well  as  antecedent  and  subse- 
quent. 

For  a  long  time  previous  to  the  war,  the  ordinary  channek  of  in- 
tercourse with  other  nations  had  been  obstructed  by  the  belligerent 
state  of  Europe,  and  by  our  own  countervaltng  restrictive  system, 
the  tendency  of  which  were  to  enhance  the  prices  of  foreign  com- 
modities, by  the  danger  and  difficulty  of  procuring  of  them,  until  a 
state  of  open  war  pat  an  end  to  nearly  all  supplies,  except  such  as 
found  their  way  by  an  illicit  trade.  The  prices  of  foreign  articles  im- 
mediately took  an  extravagant  rise,  and  continued  to  appreciate, 
while  the  demand  for  our  own  productions,  stimulated  by  the  wants 
of  an  army,  and  the  withdrawal  of  laborers  from  their  accustomed 
employments,  nearly  kept  pace. 

These  and  simitar  causes  always  incident  to  a  state  of  war,  and 
peculiarly  operative  in  a  country  almost  wholly  dependent  as  this 
then  was  upon  the  workshops  of  other  nations  for  manufactures,  are 
sufficient  to  account  for  the  extraordinary  prices  which  were  found 
to  exist  during  the  year  1814,  The  war  too  had  excited  the  specu- 
lating enterprise  of  individuals,  and  cfdled  it  into  action,  and  the 
community  gradually  became  reconciled  to  prices  with  which  under 
odier  circumstances  theu:  judgments  would  have  been  shocked. 

But  when  the  peace  of  1816  was  concluded  it  produced  a  great 
comparative  reduction  of  prices,  but  by  no  means  a  minimum,  because 
the  demand  was  unprecedented.  The  reduction  created  demand  and 
the  demand  prevented  a  greater  reduction.  Overtrading  Was  the  conse- 
quence of  not  duly  appreciating  the  temporary  nature  of  the  demand 
for  conaumptioo,  and  was  induoed  by  a  suceesBioo  of  reduetioos  in 
price,  as  the  mamifacturera  in  Europe  were  eompeUed  by  eompeiitieD 
at  home  to  submit  to  them. 

The  operation  of  causes  like  these  would  tend  to  keep  up  prices 
for  a  length  of  time  before  the  demand  and  supply  should  become  so 
regulated  as  to  reduce  them  to  a  minimum.  If  we  add  to  this  the 
fact  that  the  double  duties  upon  merchandize  were  continued  until 
July,  1816,  and  then  only  partially  reduced,  we  can  be  at  no  great  loss 
fo  account  for  the  actual  prices  current  of  merehandiaM  inl  81S, 


wittiovt  maeh  referenoe  to  the  amount  of  eireulating  iMdMnn  at  tint 
time. 

The  unsettled  state  of  the  agricultural  interest  also,  at  the  period 
alluded  to,  and  the  peeuliar  unkindness  of  the  seasons,  were  causes 
of  iqppraciation  in  the  prices  of  produce. 

We  have  been  proceeding  upon  the  assumption  that  the  prices  of 
1816  were  excessive ;  thej  were  so  perhaps  compared  with  the  pre- 
sent, but  they  were  less  than  those  of  1815,  and  on  the  decline. 
How  then  does  a  reference  to  that  period  when  prices  were  decli- 
ning, and  the  circulation  redundant,  illustrate  the  proposition  that 
prices  are  raised  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  circulation  ? 

But  again,  if  the  proposition  is  true,  we  must  admit  that  pricey 
will  be  least  when  the  circulation  is  lowest ;  but  the  estimates  quote4 
above  show  that  the  currency  in  1815  was  less  than  45  millions, 
whUe  in  1816  it  h%d  risen  to  rising  sixty-sis:  and  yet  prices  were 
decidedly  higher  in  1815  than  in  the  following  year* 

It  must  also  be  admitted,  that  so  far  as  the  quantity  of  currency 
ailects  the  price  of  commodities,  all  articles  must  be  proporf  ionably 
affected. 

We  entertain  no  doubt  that  an  examination  of  the  actual  prices 
eiurent  at  the  times  alluded  to,  will  show  conelusi velj  that  the  pri- 
oea  of  1816  were  on  a  rapid  decline^  notwithstanding  the  redundancy 
of  the  currency,  and  that  different  articles  were  by  no  means  pro- 
portiooably  a&cted* 

We  have  neither  the  time  nor  statistical  facts'necessary  for  such  an 
jagnanuoation,  but  the  annexed  table  givii^  the  prices  of  a  few  leading 
articles  believed  to  be  nearly  correct,  will  give  something  of  Vk  idea 
of  the  result  of  such  an  examination* 

1814.  1815.  1816. 

Iron,... $150,00  per  ton.  $130,00 per  ton.  $100,00  per  ton. 

Tea, S,00perlb.  1,60  per  lb.  1,00  per  lb. 

Sugar, 20,00  per  cwt.      20,00  per  cwt.      14,00 per  cwt. 

Rum,  .......       2,00  per  gal.  1,69  per  gal.         1,06  per  fl;al. 

Molasses,  .••  •       1,00      do  90      do  50      do 

For  the  reasons  above  mentioned,  we  think  it  un&ir  to  chai^  the 
prices  of  1816  entirely  to  the  account  of  excessive  issues  of  bank 
paper^  belkiviiHr  that  oth^r  oaoaes  ought  in  justice  to  bear  much  the 


greatest  proportion  of  the  charge.  There  can  certainly  be  but  little 
aeeuracy  in  the  aBsertions  that  prices  were  appreciated  in  conse* 
quence  of  over  issues  of  paper  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  two  dol- 
lars then,  of  no  more  value  than  one  at  present. 

If  this  conclusion  is  correct,  it  will  follow  that  the  severe  pressure 
which  was  felt  through  the  whole  country  in  1819,  is  not  justly  at- 
tributable as  it  has  been  said  to  be,  to  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  in  1817. 

A  return  to  specie  payments  is  undoubtedly  always  attended  by 
a  pressure  upon  the  community,  but  that  pressure  may  be  measured 
by  the  extent  to  which  the  issues  were  excessive  during  the  sus- 
pension, and  if  other  causes  than  a  redundency  of  paper,  contribu- 
ted to  raise  prices,  they  are  fairly  chargeable  with  their  share  of  the 
depreciation  when  prices  fall  and  losses  and  embarrassment  ensue. 

Besides,  as  the  effect  of  the  curtailment  and  pressure  necessary  to 
enable  the  banks  to  resume  specie  payments,  the  distress  in  1819 
would  seem  to  have  lingered  too  far  behind  the  cause. 

When  it  is  not  only  claimed  that  the  existence  of  a  national  bank 
would  have  prevented  the  excessive  issues  of  the  local  institutions 
at  the  period  above  mentioned,  but  also  that  the  state  banks  never 
would  have  resumed  the  payment  of  specie  but  for  the  coercion  of 
the  present  United  States  bank,  and  that  such  an  institution  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  this  most  important  of  all  banking 
principles,  justice  to  our  own  institutions  as  well  as  to  the  character 
of  the  state  would  seem  to  require  some  examination  of  the  reasons 
upon  which  so  bold  a  proposition  is  advocated* 

The  argument  rests  upon  the  assumption  that  the  United  States 
bank  did  compel  the  local  banks  to  resume  specie  payments,  and  that 
they  could  have  been  compelled  ^y  no  other  means ;  because  as  it 
was  obviously  their  interest  to  keep  up  as  large  a  circulation  as  pos- 
sible in  order  to  ensure  large  dividends,  they  could  not  have  been 
induced  to  co-operate  voluntarily  in  the  restoration  of  the  currency, 
and  they  would  not  have  been  compelled  by  the  state  legislatures, 
Jir9ty  because  the  tendency  of  a  depreciated  currency  to  attract  im« 
portations  by  lessening  the  actual  amount  of  duties  paid  to  the  gov- 
ernment and  to  lighten  the  burthens  of  federal  taxation,  would  have 
tendered  it  the  interest  of  the  states  not  to  do  so ;  and  ascoiidly, 
beoause  as  the  banks  were  directly  or  indirectly  the  ereditois  of 
abnoat  the  whole  cofluaunity,  their  eontrol  over .  poblic  opinion  would 
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kare  been  sueb  as  to  h«ve  prevented  legnUtiYe  action  in  a  caae 
wliere  a  seyere  pressure  upon  the  community  would  have  been  the 
necessary  consequence :  or  in  other  words,  that  our  legislative  bodies 
would  not  have  been  found  sufficiently  independent  to  have  re- 
quired of  the  banks  the  fulfilment  of  the  principal  condition  of  their 
charters,  however  much  the  public  interest  may  have  required  the 
firmness. 

It  is  neither  our  business  nor  our  purpose  to  comment  upon  the 
character  of  an  srgument  of  this  description,  either  as  it  concerns  the 
official  guardians  of  the  public  interest,  or  the  gentlemen  concerned 
in  our  banking  institutions.  But  the  history  of  legislation  in  this 
state  most  certainly  shows  that  sufficient  independence  and  firmness, 
have  always  been  found  here  to  control  and  restrict  the  operations 
of  banking  a?  far  as  the  interests  of  the  community  and  the  stability 
and  value  of  the  currency  were  deemed  to  require. 

And  during  the  suspension  of  payments  alluded  to,  more^han  one 
law  was  enacted  by  our  legislature  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating 
compulsory  proceedings  against  them  by  abolishing  the  quaint  and 
dilatory  practice  which  had  theretofore  embarrassed  such  pro- 
ceedings. 

It  so  happens  that  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States  went 
into  operation  at  about  the  time  when  the  local  banks  resumed  spe- 
cie payments,  and  thence,  we  apprehend,  the  conclusion  is  jumped  at, 
that  such  payments  were  compelled  by  the  operations  of  the  United 
States  Bank.  Indeed,  it  has  been  asserted,  that  such  payments 
would  not  have  been  suspended  if  such  an  institution  had  been  in 
operation  at  that  time. 

Among  the  admitted  causes  of  that  suspension  are  enumerated 
the  blockade  of  nearly  the  whole  maritime  frontier,  the  capture  of 
Washington,  the  threatened  invasion  of  Baltimore  and  New-York, 
the  long  continued  and  heavy  drafts  for  specie  from  the  eastern 
states  for  purposes  not  now  necessary  to  be  mentioned,  and  the  ex- 
haustion of  the  banks  in  the  middle  states,  produced  by  the  loan  from 
those  states  to  the  government  of  nearly  thirty-eight  out  of  about 
forty-one  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  payment  of  about  the  same 
proportion,  of  the  eleven  millions  of  treasury  notes  and  temporary 
loans  of  the  government  then  in  existence,  and  by  the  re-payment 
of  about  seven  millions  of  the  capital  of  the  old  United  States  Bank, 
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to  take  up  the  paper  of  indiTiduab  in  that  bank. 

The  aufficienoy  of  these  causes  may  be  matter  6f  much  more  de* 
liberate  and  grave  reflection  now  than  it  probably  was  at  that  agita- 
ted and  gloomy  period  of  our  history.  And  the  suggestion  may  net 
now  be  thought  unkind,  that  a  national  bank,  at  that  portentous  crisis, 
eould  still  have  compelled  the  payment  of  specie  by  the  local  insti- 
tutionsi  thus  crippled  by  their  exertions  to  sustain  the  government, 
while  their  vaults  were  full  of  the  depreciated  notes  of  its  treasury 
and  their  resources  cut  ofif  by  the  utter  prostration  of  its  credit. 

Such  a  suggestion  therij  however,  was  not  heard ;  but  had  it  been, 
its  reception  may  be  conjectured  from  the  unexampled  forbearance 
with  which  a  patriotic  community  then  submitted  to  the  deprivation. 
The  strongest  evidence  of  the  necessity  of  the  measure  is  the  fact, 
that  the  whole  community  forbore,  while  it  was  in  the  power  of  any 
individual  of  moderate  fortune  to  have  seriouslyinjured,if  not  niin- 
ed)  almost  any  of  the  institutions. 

But  the  situation  of  the  country  had  then  became  such  that  the 
necessity  of  sacrifices  was  generally  felt,  and  not  until  chat  period 
were  the  community  at  large  prepared  to  meet  it. 

Then  it  was  that  the  nation  may  be  said  to  have  entered  into  the 
war,  and  the  force  of  public  opinion,  in  a  supposed  case  of  necessity, 
not  only  disarmed  the  law  of  its  penalties,  tat  actually  kept  the  ii^ 
redeemaUe  paper  of  the  banks  at  par  with  specie  for  more  than  six 
months  after  the  suspension. 

If  we  have  stated  the  true  causes  of  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments in  the  autumn  of  1814,  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  how  a  na- 
tional bank,  if  one  had  then  been  in  operation,  could  have  averted 
the  catastrophe. 

The  extraordinary  causes  which  had  produced  the  crisis,  must 
have  been  felt  by  a  national  bank  equally  with  the  local  ones. 

Indeed,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  such  an  institution,  if  it 
had  been  able  to  sustain  its  solvency,  would  have  become  so  weak- 
ened by  its  exertions  to  sustain  the  sinking  credit  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  by  the  sacrifices  consequent  upon  the  transfer  of  such 
vast  amounts  from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another,  as  were  re- 
quired to  carry  on  the  war,  as  to  have  been  the  first  to  have  felt  the 


n^emHiy  of  svnpending  specie  peynients.    The  Bank  of  Engluid 
has  often  done  so  for  similar  reasons. 

It  has  been  said,  however,  tliat  a  national  bank  *^  would  hare  put 
tfc<B  UdiilU^y  depariment  on  its  guard,''  and  that  ^  both  acting  in  oon- 
cerl  would  eertainl^p'  have  boon  able  at  least  to  retard  tike  eyeut"  ! 

It  may  be  ao*  3ut  when  the  bankers  of  Philadelphia  were  trans- 
porting their  specie  to  Lancaster  for  security,  when  the  heads  of  the 
departments  were  fleeing  from  the  conflagration  of  the  capitol, 
when-  the  ahatiered  credit  of  the  government  was  bartered  at  the 
estkadges  at  from  10  to  15  per  cent  below  par,  and  aided  by  the 
pledge  of  individual  reaponsibility,  to  procure  the  means  of  offering 
double  bouAtica  for  enlistoients,  we  should  be  apt  to  question  the 
aflMieiuijr  of  such  concert. 

The  fact  that  the  local  banks  resumed  specie  payment  at  about  the 
HrfM  wlite  th6  Utiit^d  States  Bank  went  into  operation,  1817,  nei- 
tlier.  proved  that  the  resumption  ia  due  to  that  cause,  nor  that  they 
were  in  a  fit  situation  to  have  done  it  before. 

'  Jt  wiH  be  recidlecled  that  the 'peaee  took  place  within  a  few 
fllMtba  after.  Ate  ^penaibn  of  specie  paymentsi  and  we  have  before 
aMbdM  tb-Ihe  faet,  and  suggested  sone  of  the  causes  of  the  demand 
far'  foiie%il  aaerohai^lxe  which  immediately  followed  that  eveot — 
Tb  liiKV^  ce^uned  specie  payments  upon  the  conclusion  of  peaeei  the 
banks  woidd  not  only  have  had  to  struggle  under  the  same  embar- 
rassments which  ^caused  the  suspension,  and  from  which  the  few  lat- 
ter ittofiths  of  ifke  war  were'  by  no  means  calculated  toreliere  them, 
but  Also  to  encounter  that  new  demand  for  specie- to  export  created 
by  the  demand  for  the  Ohina  trade  ahd  for  nierdiandise  from  Eu- 
rope ;  and  this,  too,  at  a  time  when,  acc&ording  to  a  ^tatialaaal  acooHBt 
in  the  article  before  quoted,  the  specie  in  the  vaults  of  the  eastern 
banks  amounted  to  $8,200,000,  wTiile  that  in  those  of  all  the  others 
in  the  Union  only  amounted  to  $8,800,000.  Most  of  the  forty-five 
millions  of  paper  then  in  circulation,  was  in  that  of  the  middle 
states,  and  an  attempt  at  that  time  to  redeem  it  in  specie  would  most 

frobably  have  converted  embarrassment  into  irretrievable  ruin. 
...  ■  • 

.  It  #a0  therefore  thought  neeessliry  to  besjtoak  the  patience  of  Hht 
paUle  vitM  the  MtabUabment  of  regularity  in  eommercialioperttioiia^ 
Mfttt  tine  war  debts  of  the  g0vemineaft  could  be  partially  liquidated, 
and  in  short  until  all  could  in  eomo  nmaiurereeo^r-firani  tl^M- 
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fcaustion  consequent  upon  the  slaekenlng  of  exertions  and  tlie  re* 
taxation  of  markets  which  had  theretofore  been  held  at  their  otmoel 
tension. 

it  is  not  shewn  that  the  local  banks  oould  with  safety,  have  resi»- 
med  the  payment  of  specie  sooner  than  they  actually  did,  bat  it  ia 
alleged  that  they  made  no  effort  to  do  it  until  about  the  time  when 
the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States  went  into  operation^  in  the 
early  part  of  1817* 

Then  it  is  conceded  that  payments  were  resumed  under  an  ar* 
rangement  for  that  purpose  made  between  that  instttuiion  and  aeve- 
ral  of  the  local  banks,  and  until  it  can  be  shewn  that  the  local  inati- 
tutions  might  have  resumed  payment  earlier,  or  in  whnt  manner 
they  were  compelled  by  the  United  States  Bank,  the  inferenee  may 
be  doubted  that  they  were  so  compelled* 

The  merit  may  as  well  be  claimed  for  an  individual  bai^^r^  who 
is  known  to  have  instituted  legal  proceedings  to  oompef  the  Ttrnxm^ 
tion  of  specie  payments. 

It  is  true,  however,  that  the  national  bank  did  render  essential 
aid  towards  restoring  payments.  It  could  mot  well  hiive  ^na  iolo 
operation  as  a  specie  paying  institution,  while  all  the  other  baidtol^y 
which  it  was  surrounded,  had  their  vaults  closed,  and  ao  fttr  as  that 
bank  may  claim  the  merit  of  rendering  its  assistance,  and  probably  tf 
accelerating  th«  event,  it  would  undoubtedly  be  eonaededL 

The  assistance  rendered  by  means  of  a  loan  in.Kofopei.and  the 
importatioii  of  several  millions  of  specie,  wouU  seem  to  show,  how* 
e^er,  that  b^bre  that  time,  the  banks  were  net  in  a  sitMalioa  to  have 
resumed  their  payments. 


But  what  are  the  means  of  coercion  possessed  by  the  United 
States  Bank,  giving  the  assurance  of  its  past,  and  promise  of  its  future 
usefidness^  which  are  not  in  the  power  of  others  ? 

It  is  said  to  operate  by  receiving  the  notes  of  the  local  banks,  and 
insisting  upon  their  redemption.  The  banks  in  Ncw-Tork  formeriy 
did,  and  the  brokers  in  Wall-street  now  do,  precisely  the  suie  thing ; 
»d  such  also  of  neoeesity  is  the  praetiee  amonig  all  tha  oooatiy 
banks ;  for  while  some  redeem  promptly^  they  roast  ttaeaasarily  ia» 
sist  u|ion  prompt  payment  by  othermi 
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The  same  legil  meaas  of  coercion,  in  caae  of  refusal,  and  the  same 
rttnedy  by  ^aerediting  the  paper  of  delinquents,  are  alike  open  to 
Ike  Bank  ef  tke  United  Stales,  to  the  local  banks,  and  to  the  whole 
eemminhj* 

We  may  rest  assured  that  the  jealousy  and  rivalry  which  will  al- 
ways be  found  to  exi^t  among  banks,  will  furnish  a  sufficient  guara»> 
ty  for  the  enforcement  of  this  cardinal  principle  of  banking,  and  that 
if  Ike  laws  fiimish  the  mtens  of  compelling  specie  payments,  no 
•ne^  much  leas  the  whole,  idU  be  suflbred  to  deriate  from  it,  unleaa 
is  a  ease  of  urgent  aeeeseity. 

And  notwithstanding  the  uncomplimentary  suggestions  that  le^^s* 
latures  may  be  found  so  subservient  to  the  banks,  or  so  influenced 
by  motives  of  interest,  to  wffer  the  evils  of  a  degraded  currency,  for 
the  purpose  of  lessening  their  actual  payments  of  duties  and  taxes 
to  tke  general  government,  as  to  refuse  to  provide  those  means,  we 
must  yet  be  permitted  to  entertain  tkc  belief  that  prompt  and  ade- 
quate remedies  will  almays  be  found  provided  by  law,  especially  in 
those  sections  of  the  country  which  have  any  pretentions  to  a  com- 
mercial character. 

The  proviaioM  of  our  laws  would  seem  to  be  abundantly  sufficient 
in  addition  to  tke  penalty  of  heavy  interest  during  the  suspension, 
(the  only  penalty  in  the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank,)  the 
oflenee  subjects  the  institution  to  a  forfeiture  of  its  charter.  It  is 
made  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  enforce  the  forfeiture,  and 
the  remedy  is  simple  and  expeditious. 

So  for  theft  as  the  enforcement  of  specie  payments  {the  true  cor- 
f^ctive)  can  operate  to  restrain  exeessiTe  issues  of  paper,  we  appre- 
hend the  restraint  must  be  felt  under  our  banking  system.  Besides 
this,  the  limitation  by  law  of  the  amount  of  circulation  to  twice  the 
funoant  of  eapital-«-the  more  efficient  limitation  of  the  amount  of 
loans  and  discounts  to  twice  and  an  half  the  amount  of  capital^  and 
the  frequent  examinations  to  be  made  by  the  commissioners,  inter- 
pose additional  and  iitiportant  restraints. 

It  is  said  in  the  report  to  which  we  have  so  often  alluded,  that  ^^  a 
^romisd  to  pajr  specie  at  a  jplace  remote  from  the  place  of  circulatioo, 
and  where  the  bills  would  never  come  but  at  a  great  exjpense*  and 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  being  presented  for  payment^  would  neither 
give  credit  to  the  notes,  nor  operate  as  an  effective  check  upon  ex- 
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eessive  issues  ;^'  th$t  ^'  humcn  wisdom  has  never  devisad  enjr  ade- 
<iutte  security  against  the  excessive  issues,  and  consequently,  tke 
depreciation  of  bank  paper,  but  its  actual  and  easy  and  pranpt.ceat 
▼eiHibility  into  specie  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder;"  end  iImiI 
^'  whatever,  therefore,  in  a  system  of  bank  circulation,  preventa  die 
reflux  of  redundant  issues,  necessarily  destroys  the  only  adequate 
security  against  these  injurious  and  ruinous  excesses**' 


We  quote  these  observations  with  entire  approbation;  and 
speetfully  submit  whether  the  currency  is  more  in  danger  of  hebig 
depreciated  by  excessive  issues  from  the  instituttons  under  enr  i^ 
strictive  system,  than  from  the  gigantic  institution  which  assumes  to 
control  and  keep  within  bounds  the  entire  mass  of  local  banks  f 

That  institution  is  already  asserting  its  dominion  in  almoat  every 
aeetion  of  the  country ;  its  branches  are  issuing  a  circulating  medium 
in  the  form  of  small  checks,  payable  at  plaeea  remote  from  thut  of 
their  issue  and  circulation ;  and  these  checks  are  believed  to  fene 
the  greater  part  of  the  circulation  of  the  branches  in  the  interior  pf 
this  State. 

Its  fio(€a,  too,  enjoying  a  more  extensive  credit,  in  consequence 
of  the  assumed  national  character  of  the  bank,  and  of  their  beiiig  re- 
eeiyable  for  duties  and  public  lands  in  any  part  of  the  Union,  Vfftboiit 
regard  to  the  place  of  payment,  are  consequently  held  in  pirquletfop 
at  much  greater  distances  from  the  plaee  of  redemptioo,  t]u#  4ie 
notes  of  the  local  bauka  possibly  can  be. 

These  circumstances  operate  to  prevent  that  healthful  reflux  which 
indicates  a  redundant  issue — tend  to  destroy  the  ^^  only  edequte 
security  against  injurious  and  ruinous  excesses,?  and  point  to  the 
means  which  might  be  used,  under  improper  management,  te  inun- 
date the  country  with  irredeemable  paper,  or  paper  convertible  inte 
specie  only  at  remote  places  and  at  great  expense^  The  injudoiip 
effect  is  the  same  in  either  case,  differing  only  in  degree. 


.  It  would  probably  be  within  the  power  of  that  institution,  by  stiD 
further  multiplying  its  branches,  and  by  issues  of  notes  or  checks  ifi 
one  part  of  the  Union  payable  in  another,  to  auatein  a  eircidation 
equal-to  the  whole  estimated  eumncy  of  the  United  Stalee ;.  a  larga 
proportion  of  whidi  would,  at  any  given  period  or  place  of  ffeeanfe, 
be  practically  irredeemable. 
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The  fittt  tiMt  it  nay  have  been  prudently  aiid  diaereetly  maiiaged 
in  tkia  reapeet  thna  lar,  finrniahea  no  eeittin  pledge  thfat  auch  will 
alwaya  be  the  charaeter  of  ita  adaajniatratien.  Hewerer  safely  k 
may  be  trnated  to  redeem  its  paper  any  where  when  such  redemp- 
tion is  praettca  le,  by  -  eason  of  its  interest  to  keep  up  the  credit 
and  circulation  of  its  paper,  yet  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  is  only 
in  times  of  distress  and  difficulty  that  such  redemptions  are  particU« 
larly  valuable.  And  the  impracticability  of  providing  means  at  every 
office  to  meet  the  paper  issued  at  others,  as  the  demands  of  business 
nay  require,  has  long  been  conceded. 

The  power  of  filling  up  almost  the  entire  circulation  of  the  coantry 
with  paper  in  any  sense  or  to  any  extent  irredeemable,  and  conse 
quently  subject  to  depreciation,  is  one  of  the  most  serious  import*; 
and  it  will  be  fortunate  indeed  if  it  shall  long  be  exercised,  and  mo- 
tives of  intercbt  not  lead  to  it^  abuse. 

The  guarantee  possessed  by  the  public  that  its  potea  shall  be^  re. 
deemed  in  specie,  consists  in  that  provision  of  the  charter  which 
imposes  as  a  penalty  for  refusal,  t}ie  lifibiiity  to  jpay  interest  at  twelve 
per  cent ! 

Such  provisions  were  found  utterly  inadequate  in  thicase  of  the 
local  banks ;  and  it  would  require  no  great  stretch  of  ima^nation  to 
conjecture  that  the  time  may  come  when  the  employment  of  capital 
in  the  sale  of  exchange  would  be  found  a  lucrative  business,  even  at 
the  hazard  of  paying  extraordinary  interest  upon  that  proportion  of 
the  circulation  which  might  be  presented  for  redemption. 

The  most  stable  guarantee,  after  all,  will  be  found  in  the  character 
of  those  to  whom  the  management  of  its  concerns  may  be  committed. 

The  banking  system  ^f  this  state  adopted  by  ths'  Legislatiip*e  of 
1899,  looks  rather  to  the  eventual  security  of  the  piibife  against  loa* 
tea,  than  to  the  prevention  of  teanponiry  embarraaanents  eeoaaiooed 
by  the  vicissitudes  of  commerce. 

We  entertain  the  confident  beliefi  that  it  wiU  be  fomid  ade qiiAfe  to 
the  aeeompliahment  of  the  former  object,  and  cqntribDte  eaaeoiiaU^ 
towarda  diminishing  the  evils  incident  to  times  of  general  embanMiK 
ment  and  diatruat. 


N. 
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Most,  if  not  ell,  the  bank  fiiilures  whieh  have  ecearred  in  this 
State,  as  well  as  the  neighboring  ones,  are  attributable  to  eaiues 
against  which  this  system  interposes  its  guards. 

The  security  held  out  by  means  of  a  capital,  the  exhaustion  of 
which  must  precede  any  loss  by  the  public,  has  been  found  to  be  de^ 
ceptive  in  consequence  of  a  secret  arrangement  by  which  stock  notei 
of  individuals  have  been  received  or  substituted  for  capital.  AndU 
was  a  common  thing  to  put  a  bank  in  operation  upon  a  small  part  of 
its  capital  being  paid  in,  thereby  enabling  it  to  discount  to  stock- 
holders for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  the  means  of  paying  further 
calls. 

The  capital  of  the  institution  was  thus  furnished  by  means  of  iU 
own  credit,  and  men  of  little  or  no  responsibility  were  enabled  bj 
these  facilities  to  become  stockholders  to  large  amounts,  and  in  fact 
to  controul  institutions  in  which  they  had  little  or  no  real  interest. 

It  is  impossible  that  such  deceptions  should  be  practised  uoder 
the  present  law,  which  requires  the  entire  capital  to  be  paid  in,  and 
an  examination  into  that  fact  by  the  commissioners  before  commen- 
etng  operations.  And  it  will  be  equally  impossible  afterwards  to 
substitute  stock  notes  for  capital,'  without  their  knowledge. 

The  purchase  of  banks  for  purposes  of  plunder,  will  be  difficult  of 
accomplishment,  without  those  facilities  aiSbrded  by  some  other  in- 
stitution, by  means  of  large  loans,  hypothecation  of  stocks,  or  other 
devices,  which  will  be  constantly  exposed  to  the  observation  of  the 
commissioners. 

Formerly  the  means  of  making  such  purchases  were  procured  bj 
an  hypothecation  of  the  very  stocks  to  be  purchased,  and  the  nomi- 
nal porehaser  possessed  the  right  of  voting  upon  the  stocks,  which 
Bi  reality  belonged  to  the  person  furnishing  the  means ;  and  the  eon- 
troul  of  an  institution  thus  acquired,  .secured  such  a  disposition  of  it< 
funds  as  might  suit  the  purposes  of  fraudulent  managers. 

Tlie  provision  of  the  present  law  which  prohibits  a  ato^boider 
from  TOting  upon  pledged  stock,  destroys  tiie  object  of  soeh  de- 
Wees. 

Large  loans  to  favorite  individuals  upon  doubtful  or  no  secant^) 
hare  idso  been  found  to  have  been  the  cause  of  failures.  These 
will  be  easily  detected  by  the  commissioners  in  the  course  of  their 
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freqiient  examiiMitioM ;  aiMl  if  the  certainty  of  detection  does  not  ef* 
feetnally  prevent  such  operations,  the  cases  will  seUom  be  found  in- 
curable  if  taken  in  season. 

Instances  have  occurred  where  owing  to  losses  of  this  eharaeter, 
an  entire  capital  has  been  sunk,  and  yet  the  bank  continued  doing, 
business,  and  making  dividends.  The  real  stockholders  were  the 
first  to  sttflfer,  and  the  public  security  vanished  with  the  squandered 
capital. 

Under  the  prasent  system  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  commissioa* 
ers  to  wind  up  an  institution  which  has  lost  half  its  ea] 


Another,  and  perhap!i  as  important  a  feature  as  any  in  the  system, 
is  thht  which  secures  a  right  to,  and  makes  it  the  interest  of,  one  in-* 
stitution  to  operate  as  a  check  upon  another  through  the  commtfr' 
sioners. 

A  bank  failure  has  never  yet  occurred  in  this  State  without  soma 
other  institutions  being  forewarned  of  its  approach,  by  means  of  their 
intoreourse  with  each  other;  but  the  difficulty  has  been  a  want  of 
means  to  prevent  it,  and  a  want  of  interest  in  doing  so. 

By  the  present  law,  suspicious  facts  may  be  confidentially  com- 
municated to  the  commissioners,  which  it  is  their  duty  to  investigate 
and  act  open ;  and  they  may  be  required  to  do  so  at  the  call  of  any 
three  institutions. 

Our  experience  has  already  enabled  us  to  appreciate  the  vdde  of 
these  means  of  information ;  and  we  endeavour  to  encourage  their 
extension,  by  a  strict  adherence  to  their  confidential  characten 

< 

B  ank  failures  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  we  think  are  ren- 
dered quite  improbable  if  not  impossible ;  and  although  they  may  be 
produced  by  gross  and  sudden  frauds,  against  which  the  prohibitions 
of  law,  and  the  scrutiny  of  the  most  vigilant  officers  would  furnish 
no  protection,  yet  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  such  instances,  should  they 
ever  occur,  will  be  so  rare  that  the  fund  raised  by  the  tax  i^n 
banks  for  that  purpose,  will  at  all  times  furnish  an  ample  indemnity 
to  the  public. 

,  In  times  of  commercial  embarrcssment  it  will  be  theintei;e8t  of  4he 
institutions  to  sustain  each  other,  and  no  doubt  can  therefore  be  en- 
tertained of  their  ,disjx>sitipn  to  do  so  as  far  as  their  own  oircumsAim- 
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ott  will  -peimU  ud  4s  the  Mtiiation  of  Am  weaker  oaee 
keafe  to  astf04  dKiDi 

But  there  may  be  times  when  the  elasticity  of  a  parti  or  perhaps  the 
yA6\e  eellecliyely,  might  be  fnsuAeietit  lo  meet  a  serere  pressure 
oeeasioned  by  some  extensive  and  extraordinary  derangement  of  the 
eommexetel  <5oncerns  of  the  country. 

The  effect  of  such  a  crisis  would  depend  entirely  upon  the  source 
and  extent  of  the  pressure,  and  although  these  mi^t  and  would 
generally  :he  traced,  they  at«  not  always  to  be  foreseen  in  portasfa  to 
avert  the 


A  failure  of  the  wheat  crop  for  instance,  which  ordinarily  produces 
to  the  country  perhaps  two  millions  of  dollars,  would  deprive  the 
country  of  that  amount  in  the  statement  of  its  account  with  the  cilgr* 
A  portion  of  this  deficiency  will  have  been  realized  by  credits 
obtained  in  anticipation,  another  portion  will  be  requisite  to  supply 
fhe  rteeessary  wants  of  the  country,  and  thus  the  notes  of  the  country 
backs'  win  accumulate  in  the  city,  while  the  anticipated  means  of 
redemption  are  cut  off.  So  fat^  Ks  their  funds  in  Kew-York  and 
specie  at  home  would  go,  they  haVe  the  meftn^  of  resisting  the  pres- 
sure ;  but  these  are  calculated  only  for  an  ordinary  demand,  and  cir- 
cumstances have  now  produced  an  extraordinary  one.  They  must 
therefore  depepd,  after  exhausting  their  ordinary  means  upon  such 
assistance  as  their  debtors  might  be  able  to  afford,  and  upon  obtaining 
a  temporary  credit  at  the  place  where  credit  is  wanted  to  equalize  the 
balanoe. 

■ 

It  is  not  specie  that  is  indispensable  to  meet  such  a  pressure,  but 
credit  in  New- York,  the  course  of  trade  being  there  and  the  debt 
due  there  :  and  it  is  obvious  that  such  credit  might  be  obtained,  (the 
eventual  security  being  unimpaired  and  unquestionable,)  provided 
the  extent  of  it  should  be  within  the  elasticity  of  the  money  mari^t: 
pr  in  other  words,  provided  the  city  could  give  the  credit  and  meet 
its  owe  engagements. 

the  country  banks  therefore,  in  the  case  supposed,  would  be  en- 
abled to  sustain  themselves  by  tbese  means  under  a  pressure,  against 
which  their  own  resources  must  have  yielded. 

'iMtahces  6f  ihia  description  not  unfrequently  occur  upon  a  small 
Ac^le,  where  a  single  institution  finds  itselJT  under  the  necessity  of 
ttlkitog  'i  temporary  lokn  to  counterbalance  some  unexpected  disap- 
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poii|lmeiit.  And  the  same  principle  is  applicable  to  the  pecuniary 
concerns  of  an  individual ;  a  single  bank  ;  to  the  banks  of  a  particu- 
lar  section  of  country,  and  to  the  banking  interest  collectively :  a 
slight  cause  deranges  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  an  individual ;  a  more 
serious  one,  those  of  a  bank ;  and  a  still  more  extensive  one,  those 
of  a  number  or  the  whole. 

Supppse  a  cause  of  more  universal  pressure — as  a  revulsion  in  trade 
directly  affecting  the  whole  country — an  overtrading  with  other 
nations^  such  as  distinguished  the  period  succeeding  the  late  war,  and 
a  consequent  accumulation  of  balances  beyond  the  ordinary  means  of 
payment  by  escportation.  The  deficiency  must  be  supplied  and  the 
equilibrium  restored  either  by  the  exportation  of  specie,  or  by  obtain"* 
ing  a  credit  in  £uropc  which  will  answer  the  purpose  of  specie. 
If  no  timely  provision  for  such  a  credit  were  made  the  consequence 
would  be  a  demand  for  specie  to  export  to  the  place  where  payment 
was  required.  A  pressure  of  this  description  is  first  and  most  severely 
felt  by  the  city  banks,  but  rapidly  extends  itself  through  the  whole 
monitary  interest  of  the  country.  The  specie  is  drawn  from  the 
vaults  of  the  different  banks  and  collected  for  exportation ;  the  stocks 
of  the  government  are  purchased  and  remitted,  and  when  these  are 
exhausted,  and  such  other  means  of  remittance  as  can  be  commanded 
fortfae  purpose,  if  a  deficiency  still  remains,  a  suspension  of  payment 
must  ensue. 

0 

Such  a  state  of  things  necessarily  begets  a  distrust  of  banking  in* 
stitutions  as  will  as  individuals,  and  the  evil  is  increased  by  a  gene« 
ral  paniCj  which,  however  much  it  may  be  mitigated  by  the  assurance 
of  the  eventual  solvency  of  the  banks  or  secunty  of  the  public,  is 
not  to  be  entirely  averted  by  the  present  system,  and  perhaps  by  no 
other  within  the  power  of  legislation. 

It  arises  from  the  operation  of  commercial  principles,  and  it  is  the 
peculiar  business  of  a  banker  to  keep  his  observation  constantly  fix- 
ed upcm  the  operations  of  trade,  and  by  a  prudent  and  timely  fore- 
east,  to  endeavor  to  provide  funds  or  credit,  wherever  its  exigencies 
may  require  balances  to  be  paid. 

Still,  however,  the  causes  alluded  to,  produce  only  a  temporary 
embarrassment,  and  the  public  in  the  mean  time  have  every  guaran- 
ty that  the  debts  of  the  banks  will  be  ultimately  paid. 

[A.  No.  69.]  5 
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The  commercial  character  of  this  eountry  bnd  of  this  state  pra» 
eminently,  must  ever  render  it  Bubjeet  to  those  revulsioiis  whhh 
affect  a  currency  comiK>sed,  as  ours  is,  principally  of  paper. 

Bat  we  have  now  become  to  such  a  degree  independent  of  other 
nations  for  our  supplies  of  manufactured  articles,  that  the  pressures 
which  we  may  anticipate,  may  be  expected  to  be,  rather  for  credit 
to  sustain  individuals  at  home,  than  for  money  to  pay  our  natioBal 
balances  abroad. 

At  present,  at  all  events,  there  would  seem  to  be  a  suffieieaey  of 
coin  to  relieve  any  just  aj^rehensions  of  the  effiscts  whidi  may  re>- 
sult  from  the  fluctuations  of  trade. 

In  a  late  report  made  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  it  is  estir 
mated  that  there  is 

In  the  banks, $15,000,000 

In  circulation,  ••.,..      8,000,000 

The  reviewer  above  quoted,  estimates  that  on  the  1st  of  Jaaoaiy^ 
1BS0,  there  was 

In  the  banks, $22,094,000 

In  circulation, 10,000,000 

We  incline  to  the  opinion  that  both  tliese  estimates  are  bow  too  low. 

The  report  of  the  banks  in  Pennsylvania  and  Massachusetts, shew 
an  accumulation  in  their  vaults  of  $1,SS4,000  during  the  last  year, 
and  the  amount  held  by  the  United  States  Bank,  has  aecumnlated 
during  the  same  period,  $4,184,000.  It  now  possesses  near  eleviea 
«id  an  half  millions. 

The  rapid  diminution  of  the  stocks  of  the  government,  which  have 
always  furnished  a  convenient  means  of  obtaining  credit  in  Europe, 
will  probably  tend  to  render  a  larger  amount  of  specie  neeesaai^  to 
be  retained,  to  sustain  the  currency  of  the  country,  than  hes^lofeie 
has  been  found  necessary.  But  on  the  other  hand,  the  diauaished 
demand  for  the  Asiatic  and  other  foreign  trade-— the  reatoratiott  ef 
quiet  among  the  South  American  stales — and  the  ioereased  0Qji|i^ 
of  gold  from  our  own  rich  mineral  region,  (should  an  equalization  of 
its  standard  to  that  of  silver  prevent  its  exportation)  may  be  expect* 
ed  to  produce  a  countervailing  operation. 

Giving  due  weight  to  all  the  just  causes  of  apprehension  for  the 
safety  of  our  banks,  we  still  think  they  are  not  of  a  character  which 


flboiild  rsnder  us  dissatisfied  with  the  policy  of  adopting  a  currency 
•aaentially  of  paper* 

And  notwithstanding  there  may  be  causes  of  temporary  embar- 
rassasQiit,  arising  from  the  operations  of  trade,  against  which  our 
system  may  not  be  calculated  efFectually  to  guard,  yet  we  may 
eUim  with  fairness,  that  our  banks  are  no  more  exposed  to  such  em* 
barrasaments  than  others,  and  that  in  this  respect  our  bank  policy  is 
M  safe,  while  in  other  respects  we  claim  for  it  more  safety  than  has 
been  found  under  any  other  system  devised  to  suit  our  peculiar  silu* 
ation« 

So  far  as  the  public  is  concerned,  the  principal  objections  to  it 
have  been,  its  supposed  tendency  to  encourage  excessive  issues  of 
paper,  by  giving  it  an  undue  credit,  and  the  excessive  multiplication 
of  banks. 

If  it  be  true  that  excessive  issues  of  bank  paper  do  not  essential- 
ly depreciate  the  currency  so  long  as  such  paper  is  easily  convertible 
into  specie,  and  if  it  be  true  that  our  law  is  pre-eminently  calculated 
to  enforce  such  payments,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  great  weight 
in  the  first  objection,  nor  any  well  founded  ground  of  complaint  that 
our  currency  should  be  in  good  credit.  But  if  any  further  security 
is  required  against  excessive  issues  of  paper^  it  will  be  found  to  be 
most  ample  in  those  provisions  which  limit  the  loans  and  discounts 
of  each  institution  to  twice  and  an  half,  and  the  issues  of  paper  to 
twice  the  amount  of  capital. 

It  wdl  very  rarely  happen  that  the  circulation  of  an  institution  can 
be  raised  to  the  amount  authorised  by  law,  while  the  loans  and  dis- 
counts are  kept  within  it.  Both  these  provisions  are  salutary  in 
their  operation  upon  individual  institutions,  although,  looking  at  the 
aggregate  statement  of  the  banks,  they  would  seem  to  be  inoperative. 

The  other  objection  to  the  system  has  been,  its  supposed  tendency 
towards  the  excessive  multiplication  of  banks,  in  consequence  of  a 
reUanee  upon  the  fund,  rather  than  the  solidity  and  good  management 
of  the  institutions  themselves.  Probably  such  is  in  some  degree  the 
tendency  of  that  feeling  of  security  which  we  are  apt  to  indulge  in  a 
system  that  promises  much,  though  not  entire  safety. 

The  business  of  banking  has  already  progressed  so  far  as  to  have 
become  interwoven  with  all  our  business  relations,  and  to  have  given 
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a  permanent  character  to  our  currency.  If  it  were  desirable,  there- 
fore, it  would  be  impossible,  to  effect  an  essential  change  of  the 
leading  features  of  our  policy. 

So  far  as  the  requirements  of  actual  business  demand,  it  will  vn^ 
doubtedlj  be  reasonably  safe  to  extend  the  facilities  of  banking ;  bat 
it  is  equally  true  that  the  security  upon  which  we  rely  may  be  over- 
loaded ;  and  we  should  deceive  ourselves  in  supposing  that  the  pre- 
sent, or  any  other  system  which  can  be  established  by  law,  would 
afford  perfect  security  against  every  evil  that  might  result  from  an 
excessive  and  improvident  increase  of  bank  capital. 

C.  STEBBINS, 

G.  R.  DAVIS, 

Bank  Cammi$9ianen, 
January  24j  18S1. 


NOTE. 
In  Um  table,  page  8,  the  ammmt  of  specie  held  by  the  beiikt  of  this  State,  it  not  ftated,  in  con- 
Mqoenee  of  the  amount  in  New-Teik  being  unknown.    It  hai  aince  been  aaeertained  **^,  m 
the  Slat  Deeember  laat. 

The  U.  S.  Branch  Bank  held $S,-IOO,000 

The  local  banks, 2,909,000 

Making  in  the  city  of  New- Yoik $^4109,000 

Theie  data  enable  na  to  calenlate  that  the  amount  of  specie  hdd  by  the  banks  of  this  Stats, 
m  the  1st  Janvaiyinst.  wm  98,435»000, 
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IN  ASSEMBF^Y, 

January  22,  1831 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Badger  and  others^  for  an  act  authorising  said 
Badger  to  erect  and  maintain  a  dam  across  the 
Susquehannah  river. 

Mr.  Robinson,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  refeired 
the  petition  of  Samuel  Badger  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  coontj 
of  Broome,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  authorising  said  Badger 
to  ei«ct  and  maintain  a  dam  in  the  Susquehannah  river,  in  the  town 
of  Vestal,  in  the  countj  of  Broome, 

REPORTED— 

That  the  petitioners  represent  that  a  dam  can  be  erected  as  pray- 
ed for  by  the  petitioners,  without  in  any  way  injuring  the  naviga- 
tion of  said  river ;  and  this  representation  appears  to  your  com- 
mittee, from  the  certificates  presented,  to  be  true ;  nor  does  it 
appear  that  the  said  dam  will  injuriously  affect  the  rights  of  indivi- 
duals. 

Tour  committee  have  therefore  prepared  a  bill,  and  directed  their 
chairman  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  same. 

[A.  No.  60.]  1 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  25,  1831* 


MEMORIAL 

Of  1,247  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Niagara,  relative 
to  the  surplus  waters  at  Lockport. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New-York^  in 

Senate  and  Assembly  convened. 

^The  vmdenrigned,  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Niagara,  reapedtfiilljr 
represent  to  your  honorable  body,  that  in  the  eonstruction  of  th# 
Eirie  canal,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  Grenesee  Level  withi 
water  from  Lake  Erie,  a  permanent  waste-weir  or  race  was  made 
around  the  ten  combined  locks  at  Lockport.  At  the  termination  ot 
this  race,  the  owners  of  the  land,  at  an  early  period,  erected  ah  ^t* 
teasiV'e  flouring  mill,  and  other  machinery,  which  were  operated  by 
the  water  which  passed  from  the  Erie  to  the  Genesee  level,  until  the 
middle  of  December,  1829,  when,  by  an  order  from  the  acting  Canal 
Commissioner,  the  water  was  shut  out  of  the  race,  and  turned  into 
the  locks  ;  thereby  rendering  useless  the  mill  and  machinery  afore^ 
said,  and  throwing  the  men  engaged  therein  out  of  employments 

fiy  taminc;  the  water  into  the  locks,  the  navigation  of  the  datial  li 
not  improved  ;  neither  does  any  one  pretend  that  it  was  so  disposed 
of,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  canal,  or  the 
public  works  connected  therewith  i  but  on  the  contrary,  your  peti- 
tioners believe,  that  this  mode  of  passing  from  the  Erie  level  a  sufi^^ 
ciency  of  water  to  supply  the  Genesee  level,  has  been  attended 
with  serious  delay  to  boats  passing  the  locks ;  with  injury  to  thesd 
▼aluaUe  and  very  costly  erections ;  and  that  frequently  the  levels 
both  above  and  below  the  locks,  have  been  inadequately  supplied 
with  water,  which  necessarily  delayed  the  boats  navigating  this  see'' 
-    [A.  No.  61.]  1 
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tion  of  the  canal.  When,  with  these  facts,  the  additional  labor 
neeessarjr  to  tend  the  locks  be  taken  into  consideration,  it  appears 
turpriaing  to  jour  memorialists,  that  the  acting  Canal  Commissioner 
should  for  the  past  year  have  persisted  in  a  measure  fraught  with  so 
■Mieh  ineonvenience  and  injury  to  the  navigation. 

And  your  memorialists  would  further  represent,  that  besides  the 
water*power  created  by  the  passage  of  the  water  as  before  described, 
there  is  none  other  of  durability  within  eighteen  miles  of  Lockport* 
The  great  aod  irreparable  injury  which  so  extensive  a  territory  must 
•ttstmiir,  by  the  rendering  useless  for  machinery  a  large  proportion 
•f  this  water,  must  be  apparent  to  all  who  know  the  value  of  water 
power  in  a  new  country.  The  water  which  has  the  past  year  beco 
discharged  through  the  locks,  was  rendered  useless,  and  the  ma- 
chinery which  had  been  operated  therewith,  was  idle ;  and  putting 
oof  of  view  every  other  consideration,  your  petitioners  think  they 
have  Just  grofinds  to  ask  for  the  speedy  renu>val  of  so  onerous  a 
burthen,  and  that  the  enjoyment  of  a  privilege  so  intimately  cob- 
nected  with  the  prosperity  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  county  be  re« 
stored  to  thepif  particularly  as  the  interests  of  the  state  coidd  in  no 
Banner  suffer  by  so  doing.  But  your  memorialists  have  a  eommoa 
interest,  with  all  citizens  of  this  state,  in  the  uninterrupted  navigatioir 
of  the  Erie  canal ;  and  feeling  a  deep  and  lively  regard  for  a  work 
of  8ueh  utility  and  grandeur,  have  reason  to  expect  that  it  may  be 
to  managed  as  best  to  promote  the  general  welfare  of  our  citixens. 

Your  petitioners  are  aware  that  the  grievance  complained  of,  has 
originated  from  a  difference  in  a  pecuniary  matter,  between  the 
lessees,  of  the  surplus  water  at  Lockport,  and  the  owner  of  the  land 
around  the  locks :  and  while  your  petitioners  disclaim  all  intention 
of  intermeddling  with  the  private  concerns  of  individuals,  they  ask, 
that  the  public  agents  should  not  interfere,  and  bring  their  official 
power  to  bear  on  a  private  controversy,  to  the  detriment  of  the  public 
jpteioats* 

Convinced  that  the  manner  of  passing  the  water  at  Lockport,  from 
one  level  to  the  other,  from  the  completion  of  the  canal  until  De- 
eember  of  1829,  was  the  most  conducive  to  the  public  welfare,  your 
memorialists.humbly  request,  that  your  honorable  body  will  stop  its 
present  diversion ;  and  as  in  duty  bound,  they  will  ever  pray^  Sec, 
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AffidavitSy  &c.  accompanyiDg  the  Memorial  of  the 
inhabitaDts  of  the  county  of  Niagara,  relative  to 
the  use  of  the  surplus  vaters  at  Lockport. 

Niagara  County^  sb. 

Davis  Hurd,  of  the  town  of  Boya1ton,in5aid  county,  being  swom, 
says,  Chat  he  has  for  the  last  ten  years  been  employed  as  an  engineer 
on  the  Erie  canal,  the  Farmington  and  Hampshire  and  Hampden 
canals;  that  he  was  engaged  as  an  engineer  on  the  Erie  canal  for 
five  years,  and  had  (he  superintendence  of  the  construction  of  thirty- 
two  miles  of  said  canal  east  of  the  locks  at  Lockport;  and  deponent 
says,  that  he  has  been  enabled  to  learxi  the  quantity  ol  water  re- 
quired to  feed  the  Genesee  level  from  the  upper  or  Erie  level  of 
said  canal,  and  for  which  purpose  a  capacious  and  permanent  water 
course  was  made  around  the  ten  combined  locks ;  and  deponent  is 
familiar  with  tlie  plan  and  mode  of  the  construction  of  said  locks, 
being  present  and  witnessing  the  progress  of  the  work  from  the  com* 
mencement  to  the  completion  of  the  same. 

And  deponent  further  says,  that  he  has  recently  viewed  said  lockSi 
and  witnessed  the  operation  of  the  present  mode  of  discharging  the 
greater  portion  of  the  surplus  waters  through  the  locks  instead  of 
said  water  course ;  and  deponent  is  able  to  state  that  the  column  of 
water  now  passed  through  said  locks  must  unavoidably  do  much 
damage  and  injury  to  the  locto,  if  continued  any  length  of  time ; 
interrupt  the  navigation  of  the  canal,  and  delay  the  boats  in  passing 
the  locks ;  and  deponent  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  mode  of  dis- 
4^harging  said  surplus  waters  is  wholly  impracticable  with  the  security 
of  the  locks,  and  a  sufficient  and  regular  stipply  of  water  from  the 
upper  to  the  lower  level  of  said  canal. 

DAVIS  HURD, 
Subscribed  and  sworn,  before  me,  January  14,  188L 

JOSEPH  CENTER, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Niagara  County,  »s. 

Calvin  Batchelor,  stone  mason,  of  the  said  county,  being  duly 
awora,  deposes  and  says,  that  he  assisted  in  the  construction  of  the 
ten  combined  locks  at  Lockport,  from  the  laying  of  the  first  stone 
thereof  until  the  eompletion  of  the  same,  and  that  the  four  npper 
lifts  of  said  locks  were  laid  out  by  this  deponent,  who  officiated  as  a 
foreman  of  the  stone  masons. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  since  the  eompletion  of  the  said  locks, 
in  1825,  he  has  seen  the  said  locks  almost  daily,  and  that  until  the 
close  of  the  year  1829  be  had  noticed,  that  the  said  loeks  appeared 
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to  sustain  the  use  (o  which  they  had  been  put  without  auy  evidence 
of  failing.  This  deponent  well  recollects  the  time,  in  the  month  of 
Peceinbery  1829,  when  the  water  was  turned  through  the  said  locks, 
and  noticed  that  it  ivas  continued  running  through  said  locks  during 
the  winter  following.  Deponent  says  that  it  was  the  practice,  in 
winters  previous,  to  shut  the  water  entirely  out  of  said  locks,  to 
prevent  the  formation  of  ice  therein,  and  deponent  beUevea 
this  practice  to  have  originated  from  a  desire  to  protect  the  said 
locks  from  the  effects  of  ice.  Deponent  fhrther  sffys;  that  for  the 
purpose  of  passing  from  the  Erie  to  the  Genesee  level  a  aup|d)r  of 
water  for  the  canal  to  Montezuma,  an  aqueduct  built  of  cut  and 
hammered  stone,  was  constructed  from  the  bead  of  the  locks  afore- 
said, around  the  brow  of  the  hill,  in  such  manner  as  to  pass  the  wa- 
ter into  the  canal  below,  which  aqueduct  deponent  says,  has  not- 
generally  been  used  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  constructed, 
since  December,  1829, 

And  this  deponent  further  says,  that  in  consequence  of  not  pass* 
ing  the  water  through  the  aqueduct  aforesaid,  it  was  necessary  to 
discharge  the  same  through  tho  locks.  From  examinations  made 
within  ten  days  last  past,  deponent  is  positive,  that  much  injury 
has  already  been  done  to  the  locks  in  consequence  of  passing  the 
water  through  them  as  aforesaid.  The  five  locks  on  the  easterly 
side,  through  which  the  water  has  been  generally  passed,  appear  to 
}iave  received  the  most  irjury.  The  flagging  in  the  upper  lock  ia 
torn  up  and  displaced,  to  what  extent  deponent  cannot  say,  owing  to 
the  quantity  of  water  passing  in  said  lock. 

The  walls  of  some  of  said  locks  are  nearer  together  than  they 
were  originally  placed  ;  and  the  easterly  wing  wall  at  the  northerly 
^nd  of  said  locks,. hangs  over  inwards,  and  is  out  of  plumb,  by  mea-- 
Burement,  about  four  inches.  The  northerly  end  of  the  centre 
wall  and  dome  has  settled,  and  is  ii^lining  towards  the  wing  wall 
aforesaid,  and  is  also  considerably  out  of  plumb*  This  deponent  ia 
of  the  opinion,  that  these  appearances  are  mostly  occasioned  by  the 
ps^ssing  of  the  water  aforesaid,  which  at  certain  times  deponent  has 
Been  rur>ning  iu  very  large  quantities^and  occasioned  a  jaror  tremor 
of  the  locks. 

From  the  deponent's  knowledge  of  lockbuilding,  he  is  satisfied* that 
the  locks  aforesaid  would  answer  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
built,  as  they  were  carefully  erected,  and  done  in  a  first  rate  man* 
ner ;  and  deponent  is  equally  positive  that  if  they  are  used  for 
passing  the  large  quantity  of  water  which  is  necessary  to  pass  from 
one  level  to  the  other,  they  cannot  sustain  such  use  very  long  with* 
out  being  rebuilt. 

'  ^     .^  CALVIN  BATCHELOR. 

ftubsonbed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  14th  day  ol  Januarv«  iSSl. 
J,  M.  PARKS,  .      ^    '  J>*^^ 

Commissioner  of  Deeds, 
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Niagara  ComUfff  e«« 

Hezekiah  Hill,  laborer,  of  the  said  cottDtj,  being  duljr  ewerft^ 
deposes  aod  aajs,  that  he  was  employed  for  several  months,  the 
season  past,  in  passing  boats  through  the  ten  combined  locks  at 
Lockport. 

And  this  deponent  farther  says,  that  there  is  a  stone  aqueduct 
commencing  at  the  head  or  southerly  end  of  said  locks,  and  run- 
ning easterly  around  the  brow  of  the  hill,  through  which  the  water 
in  seasons  previous  was  passed,  to  supply  the  Genesee  level  of  the 
canal :  the  use  of  said  aqueduct  as  aforesaid,  is  indispensable  t6t 
the  convenient  passin|^  of  boats  through  the  locks'. 

And  thfa  deponent  further  says,  that  he  was  directed  to  pass  the 
prittdpal  port  of  the  water  necessary  for  the  Otoesee  level  throu^ 
the  locks ;  and  that  deponent  executed  this  order  to  the  best  of  his 
Aitity,  though  frequently  it  was  impossible  so  to  do. 

Afid  this  deponent  ftirtber  says,  that  in  consequence  of  passing 
the  water  through  the  lockj  as  aforesaid,  boats  navigating  the  canal 
wei*e  frequently  detained  until  the  locks  could  be  got  ready  ior 
their  reception :  that  the  culvert  gates  of  the  locks,  almost  every 
day,  became  choked  viith  grass  sikI  flocd^wood,  particularly  those 
near  the  head  of  the  locks,  and  boats  would  be  detained  until  the 
gates  could  be  cleaned  out.  Had  the  aqueduct  been  used  for  pass- 
ing the  surplus  water,  instead  of  the  locks,  this  difficulty  would 
have  been  almost. entirely  avoided,  as  the  grass  and  flood-wood 
would  have  drawn  to  the  gates  leading  into  the  aqueduct.  During 
the  night,  the  labor  of  tending  th^  locks  wts  much  increased,  and 
boats  were  longer  detained  than  in  the  day-time,  owing  to  the  difr 
eulty  of  cicarinff  the  gates  as  aforesaid.  Deponent  is  ot  opinion 
that  the  labor  of  turning  the  water  through  the  locks  ^s  aforesaid^  19 
equal  at  least  to  one  extra  hand. 

And  deponent  further  says,  that  boats  passing  east  were  always 
obliged  to  hold  up  and  stop  a  sufficient  time  to  have  the  locks  made 
ready  for  their  reception.  No  such  delay  would  be  necessary,  was 
not  iht:  water  passed  throu^^  the  locks,  as  they  might  at  all  times 
be  ready,  and  boats  might  pass  directly  into  the  upper  look,  without 
stopping.  This  delay,  Under  the  most  favorable  circumstances, 
would  consume  generally  from  five  to  fifteen  minuted,  at  all  times, 
when  the  arrival  of  the  boat  happened  when  {he  winter  was  run* 
ping  through  the  lock^. 

And  deponent  further  says,  that  the  water  could  not.  be  passed 
through  the  locks  when  boats  were  passing  them ;  and  consequents 
ly,  the  supply  of  water  for  the  Genesee  level  was  not  at  all  timea 
regular,  which  affected  the  canal  more  or  less  to  Moptezianaj  ^  de« 
ponent  believes. 

And  deponent  also  says,  that  when  the  water  was  not  drawn 
through  the  locks  to  the  level  below,  the  water  in  the  canal  above 
the  locks  would  rise,  (and  owing  to  timber  and  plank  being  plitfted 
on  top  of  the  stone  wall  between  the  canal  and  aqueduct,  to  pr^ 
vent  any  water  running  over  said  wall  into  the  aqueduct,)  the  said 
watf  r  would  overflow  the  locks  and  mn  down  the  towing-jMitb,  on 
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the  westerly  side  of  the  canal,  much  to  the  iBcorivenienee  of  per* 
80M  navigating  the  canal. 

HEZEKIAH  HILL. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  14th  Januwy,  1831. 
ELIAS  RANSOM,  Jr. 

Commissioner  of  deeds,  Lt. 

Niagara  County ^  ss. 

Benoni  Richardson,  laborer,  of  said  county,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposes  and  says,  that  he  was  employed  to  tend  the  loclu,  some 
part  of  the  season  last  past.  This  deponent  haa  heard  the  affi* 
davit,  made  by  Hezekiab  Hill,  read,  and  which  ia  hereunto  at* 
tached,  which  from  actual  experience,  this  deponent  believes  to  be 
correct. 

And  deponent  further  says,  that  he  has  navigated  the  canal  sone 
part  of  the  past  season,  and  noticed  that  the  Genesee  level  appeared 
to  be  short  of  water,  which  deponent  principally  attributed  to  there 
not  being  a  sufficiency  passed  through  the  locks  at  Lockport*  De- 
ponent is  also  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossi- 
ble,  to  pass  a  sufficient  supply  for  said  level,  through  the  locks  afore* 
said,  if  said  locks  were  used  for  passing  boats  usually  navfgatiiig 
the  canaK 

BENONI  RICHARDSON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  15th  January,  1831. 
ELIAS  RANSOM,  Jr. 

Commissioner  of  deeds,  &c. 

Niagara  Count y^  ss. 

John  Schuyler,  laborer,  of  said  county,  being  duly  sworn,  depo- 
ses and  says,  that  he  was  engaged  the  last  season,  tending  the  locks 
at  Lockport,  and  agrees  in  the  statement  made  by  Hezekiah  Hill, 
ill  his  affidavit  hereunto  annexed* 

his 
JOHN   X  SCHUYLER, 
mark. 
Sworn  this  15th  day  of  January,  1831,  before  me, 
ELIAS  RANSOM,  Jn. 

Commissioner  of  deeds,  &c. 

The  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  Niagara  respectfully  represent, 
That  the  manner  in  which  the  surplus  wates  of  the  Erie  canal  at 
Lockport  are  disposed  of,  is  a  subject  deeply  involving  the  interests 
of  every  citizen  of  this  county.  At  the  same  time,  w6  are  fullj 
aware  that  no  legal  remedy  can  be  applied  to  correct  evils  of  this 
character,  yet  it  is  no  less  our  duty  to  present  this  et;tf  than  those  of 
a  strictly  legal  character.  Of  the  causes  which  have  led  to  it,  we 
presume  not  to  speak;  but  as  citizens  assembled  from  different  parts 
nf  this  county,  we  deem  it  proper  to  present  to  the  public  our  views 
on  a  subject  in  which  all  are  so  greatly  concerned,  and  which  so  es- 
sentially affects  the  public  prosperity. 

Previous  to  the  construction  of  the  Erie  canal  through  this  sec- 
tion of  country,  the  inhabitants  were  at  great  expense,  and  suffered 
moeh  loss  of  time,,  in  getting  their  grain  manufactured,  their  wool 
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carded,  their  cloth  dressed,  and  to  obtain  such  work  as  is  done  onlj 
bj  ilrater  power.  For  the  uses  and  purposes  of  the  canal  it  was  ne* 
cesaary  to  make  a  feeder  around  the  locks  at  Lockport,  to  supply  the 
Genesee  le\  el  with  water.  In  its  passage  from  the  Erie  to  the  Ge- 
nesee level,  this  water  can  be  used  without  any  loss  or  detriment  to 
the  canal ;  while  its  use  tends  greatly  to  enrich  this  section  of  coun- 
try and  accommodate  its  inhabitants.  It  is  of  vital  interest  to  the 
village  of  Lockport,  and  the  manufacturing  and  farming  interests  of 
the  county. 

Soon  after  the  completion  of  the  canal,  this  water  was  successful- 
ly applied  to  machinery,  and  the  effects  w^fe  immediately  and  sen- 
sibly felt  by  the  surrounding  country. 

In  the  month  of  December  last,  the  superintendent  of  this  section 
of  the  canal  received  an  order  from  the  acting  Canal  Commissioner, 
Henry  Seymour,  Esq.  ^^  to  turn  the  surplus  waters,  at  this  place, 
through  the  locks,  and  away  from  the  machinery,  at  all  times  when 
practicable."  This  order  was  carried  into  immediate  effect,  and  con- 
tinues to  the  present  day — ^the  consequence  of  which  is,  the  great 
injury  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  village  and  of  the  eountry  adjacent. 
Bfany  persons,  from  their  peculiar  location,  and  from  the  drought 
usual  at  this  season  of  the  year,  are  obliged  to  go  thirty  and  forty 
miles  to  mill,  instead  of  ten  or  twenty  miles. 

Could  we  discover  any  plausible  pretext  for  thus  placing  an  addition* 
al  burthen  upon  our  laborious  population,  or  any  necessity  for  turn* 
ing  the  water  into  the  locks  and  rendering  it  useless,  the  subject 
would  appear  very  different.    But  this  act  is  altogether  unnecessary 
for  the  uses  and  purposes  of  the  canal  and  its  navigation.     We  re- 
peat, that  this  matter  may  appear  trifling,  but  it  is  of  the  most  seri- 
ous consequence  to  a  population  covering  at  least  400  square  miles 
^-a  population,  too,  who  have  natural  obstacles  in  abundance  to  sur- 
mount, suflBcient  at  least  to  exonerate  them  from  a  misfortune  which 
appears  to  be  created  for  reasons  to  us  unknown.     We  have  exami- 
ned the  locks,  and  believe  that  these  ^^  proud  monuments  of  the 
a^rit  and  enterprise  of  the  freemen  of  New- York,"  will  be  serious- 
ly injured  by  the  passage  of  so  large  a  body  of  water  through  them, 
particularly  as  they  were  not  calculated  and  constructed  for  this  pur- 
pose.   A  capacious  waste-weir  around  them,  made  at  an  expense  of 
•everal  thousand  dollars  to  the  state,  for  the  only  purpose  of  dis- 
eharging  this  water,  is  unoccupied — for  no  other  reason  than,  if 
used,  the  machinery  will  run,  the  operation  of  which  is  of  such  great  ^ 
interest  to  every  individual  of  this  county. 

We  frankly  confess  our  feeling  are  aroused,  and  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  exigencies  of  this  case  require  a  prompt  and  efficient  reme- 
dy. We  again  say,  in  conclusion,  that  after  the  causes  which  led  to 
the  evils  of  which  we  complain,  we  are  not  at  present  inquiring,  but 
that  a  serious  public  injury  is  produced,  and  that  it  is  moat  sensibly 
felt  we  are  confident,  and  as  such  only  we  present  it;  and  for  this 
reason  we  submit,  whether  something  should  not  1>e  done  to  obviate 
it. 

For  and  in  behalf  of  the  Grand  Jury. 
[Copy.]  SILAS  C.  LOCKWOOD,  Foreman. 

Lathrop  Fbllows,  Clerk, 

Loekport,  Sept.  9,  18S0. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  subject  relative  to  the 
firemen  in  the  city  of  New- York. 

Mr.  Myers,  from  the  select  committee  consisting  of  the  New-York 
delegation,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  abridge  the  term  of  ser* 
vice  and  extend  the  privileges  of  firemen  in  the  city  of  New-York, 

REPORTED— 

That  the  firemen  of  the  city  of  New-York  are  composed  of  a  re« 
spectable  and  useful  class  of  citiaens,  who  are  duly  organized  into 
companies  for  the  laudable  purpose  of  extinguishing  fires  and  pro« 
tecting  the  lives  and  property  of  their  fellow-citijsens.  From  the 
great  extent  and  population  of  the  city,  and  the  frequent  occurrence 
of  fires  and  alarms,  their  labors  are  peculiarly  arduous  and  danger* 
otts.  For  a  few  years  past,  the  number  of  fires  in  the  city  have  been 
fiom  one  to  two  hundred  annually,  besides  numerous  false  alarms, 
all  of  which  call  the  firemen  from  theii'  employments  or  their  beds. 
Many  of  these  fires  occur  in  the  dead  of  night,  and  render  the  labors 
of  the  firemen  both  arduous  and  dangerous.  And  from  the  constant- 
ly increasing  severity  of  their  duty,  it  is  becoming  difficult  to  obtain 
men  enough  to  supply  the  various  engines  in  the  city. 

When  it  is  considered  with  what  alacrity  they  fly  to  their  engines 
at  the  alarm  of  fire,  whether  at  noon-day  or  at  midnight;  and  with 
what  intrepidity  and  courage  they  ascend  ladders  to  the  top  of  build- 
ings, enveloped  in  smoke  and  exposed  to  the  devouring  flames,  both 
in  the  heat  of  summer,  and  the  severest  cold  of  winter,  to  rescue  and 
aave  the  property  of  their  fellow-citizens  from  destruction — and  also 
frequently  the  aged  and  infirm,  and  the  helpless  inmates  from  death, 
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jour  committee  believe  that  the  privileges  proposed  in  the  bill  re- 
ferred to  them  for  consideratioD,  are  JMSt  and  reasonable,  and  should 
be  extended  to  them.  The  committee  are  aware  that  this  is  but  a 
small  reward  for  their  serviceB,  but  they  have  no  doubt  those  of 
their  fellow-citizens  who  are  engaged  in  this  service,  possess  a  re- 
ward in  their  own  breasts,  paramount  to  everj  other  consideration 
— the  gratification  of  aiding  their  fellow-citixens  in  distress,  and  pre- 
serving their  lives  and  their  property  from  the  devouring  element, 
and  bestowing  benefits  upon  the  community  which  cannot  be  paid, 
because  they  are  above  price. 

The  committee  have  instructed  their  chairman  to  reeommend  the 
passage  of  the  bill  referred  to  them  for  consideration* 
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REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  of  the  county  of  Essex. 

Mr.  Gardiner,  from  the  seleet  eommiUee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Essex, 

REPORTED— 

That  they  have  had  the  said  petition  under  their  consideration, 
and  the  following  is  a  statement  of  facts  relative  to  that  subject. 

The  town  of  Neweomb,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  was  oi|;anixed  bj 
an  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  March  15th,  18S8,  and  the  present 
population  consists  of  only  nine  or  ten  families ;  and  that  the  taxes 
on  residents  is  trifling,  amounting  to  a  few  dollars  only ;  and  that  the 
non-resident  taxes  are  large,  amounting  to  several  hundred  dollars ; 
none  of  which  is  paid  to  the  collector.  The  consequence  is,  as  stat- 
ed in  the  petition,  that  he  receives  very  little  compensation  for  his 
services ;  his  place  of  residence  being  about  sixty  miles  from  the  of- 
fice of  the  county  treasurer,  where  he  must  go  to  settle  his  accounts. 
The  petitioners  ask  for  a  law  to  be  passed  for  his  relief. 

Your  committee  think  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  reason- 
able and  ought  to  be  granted ;  they  have  prepared  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  ask  leave  to  present  the  same. 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  26,  1831. 


9B 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee^  to  whom  was  referred  the 
billy  entitled  **  An  act  allowing  daily  pay  to  petit 
jurors  in  the  city  and  county  of  New- York/' 

BIr.  Myers,  from  the  seleel  eommittee,  consistiog  of  the  members 
of  the  New*York  delegation,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  enti- 
tled ^  An  act  allowing  daily  pay  to  petit  jurors  in  the  city  and  coun* 
ty  of  New-York,"  which  was  introduced  on  notice,  by  Mr.  Myers, 
one  of  said  delegatioay 

REPORTED— 

That  the  committee  have  given  the  subject  referred  to  them,  the 
consideration  which  its  importance  merits,  and  are  of  the  opinion, 
should  the  same  be  passed  into  a  law,  it  would  be  productive  of 
great  public  good. 

The  trial  by  an  enlightened,  intelligent  and  impartial  jury^  is  one 
of  the  dearest  rights  of  every  citizen  in  this  free  government,  and 
its  continuance  one  of  the  best  safeguards  to  the  rights  of  man.  It 
is  the  common  interest  of  the  commutiity  to  retain  on  the  jury  list, 
men  of  sound  and  di^riminating  mind,  and  integrity  of  character, 
whatever  may  be  their  situation  in  life,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
view. 

Under  the  Revised  Statutes  of  this  state,  the  supervisors  of  the 
several  counties  are  authorised  to  allow  jurors,  over  and  above  all 
other  aVowances,  one  dollar  per  day  for  their  services,  and  also 
three  cents  per  mile  for  travel  fee,  going  to  and  returning  from 
court.    The  allowance  alluded  to,  is  twenty«five  cents  for  each  ct- 
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vil  cause  on  which  the  juror  serves.  For  some  of  the  counties, 
special  laws  have  been  passed,  allowing  the  jurors  seventy-five  cents 
per  day,  and  the  committee  are  informed,  that  in  several  other  coun- 
ties the  s«  per  visors  have  made  the  allowance,  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Revised  Statutes.  While  these  salutary  provisions 
have  hecn  cxtc!  d:id  to  other  counties,  the  city  and  county  of  New- 
York  presents  a  solitary  exception,  where  the  jurors  are  allowed  by 
law  only  twelve  and  a  half  cents  for  each  trial  on  which  they  serve ; 
and  the  supervisors  are  restricted  from  allowing  any  further  compen- 
sation to  jurors,  were  they  so  inclined.  And  although  it  is  provided 
in  the  2d  volume  of  the  Revised  Stalutes,  page  415,  that,  when  it 
shall  satisfactorily  appear  that  the  juror  is  not,  at  the  time,  the  own- 
er of  real  estate  in  tho  county,  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the'  right  of 
his  wjfe,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  or  of  per- 
sonal estate  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  doUars^'the 
court  shall  discharge  them.  Yet  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
few,  if  any,  of  those  who  have  seen  better  days,  or  have  been  in 
more  affluent  circumstances,  will  be  willing  to  avail  themselves  of 
that  benevolent  provision ;  but  from  high  mindednesa,  ot  prtd<, 
will  be  induced. to  serve,  although  they  leave  a  sufiertng  famOy  at 
home.  Others  who  have  less  pride,  or  more  finnness  to  bear  np 
against  reverses  of  fortune,  may  avail  themselves  of  this  exemption ; 
and  as  wisdom  and  integrity  are  not  confined  to  any  situation  in 
life,  the  public  are  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  tl^  ^xperiencei  wia- 
dom  and  integrity  of  the  jurors  so  discharged- 

.The  committee  would  further  remark,  that  jury  duty  is  extreme- 
ly burthensome  in  the  city  and  county  of  New- York,  which  they 
have  the  honor  to  represent  New- York  beiqg  the  greiit  e^opgriom 
of  the  state,  and  '^  tbe  queen  of  American  citiea,"  u^  very  hajppily 
remarked  by  an  honorable  member  of  this  house,  furnishes  almost 
constant  business  for  the  various  civil  and  criminal  pourta  in  tbQ  cir 
ty.  The  duty  of  those  who  are  competent  to  serve  aa  jurors  is  ve- 
ry arduous,  and  it  is  not  uncQu^mon  for  ji\rors  to  serve  from  four  to 
twelve  weeks  in  a  year. 

Tbe  bill  before  the  committee,  proposes  to  allow  jurora  wventy- 
pve  cents  per  day  for  their  services,  a  sum  barely  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent  their  families  from  actual  aufiering,  while  they  are  90  ^Qgaged  fm 
public  duty,  but  not  sufficient  to  induce  improper  persons  to  sec^ 
for  the  privilege  of  serving.  Besides,  the  assessors  who  make  pp 
the  list  of  jurors,  will  guard  against  the  introduction  of  such  peraoos. 


\ 
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Provision  is  made  io  the^bill  for  paying  the  jurors,  without  a  tax  on 
the  people,  as  it  contains  a  tariff  of  trial  fees,  which  it  is  presumed 
will  raise  a  large  proportion,  if  not  all,  the  amount  necessary  to  pay 
the  jurors. 

But  if  the  whole  amount  were  raised  by  taxation,  on  the  real  and 
personal  property  of  the  city,  the  amount  would  be  but  small ;  and 
it  would  surely  be  more  equitable  and  proper,  that  the  burthen 
should  fall  upon  the  parties  litigant,  or  on  the  public  at  large,  than 
upon  those  who  are  compelled  to  serve  as  jurors. 

The  committee,  upon  the  view  of  the  whole  subject,  have  in- 
structed their  chairman  to  present,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
house,  the  bill  to  them  referred,  as  amended. 


« 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  21,  1831. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  Horace  Turner,  an  Inspector  of  Beef  and  Pork 
for  the  town  of  Lansingburgh  in  the  county  of 
Rensselaer. 

,  To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New- York, 

I,  Horace  Turner,  Inspector  of  beef  and  pork,  residing  in  the  town 
of  Lansingburgh  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer,  hereby  ceitify  and 

BEPORT  :— 

That  since  my  last  return  I  have  inspected  in  the  whole,  of  beef 
and  pork  2,884  barrels  of  the  following  qualities,  to  wit; 

PORE. 

SO  barrels  mess,  Talued  at  $14  00 
40      «      prime       "  10  00 

BEEF. 

1^ SIS  barrels  mess,  valued  at   $7  50 
1,601      «      prime        «  4  76 

t,884  barrels  at  16  cents  per  barrel  amounting  to  $4SS  60 

HORACE  TURNER. 
Jbmiaiy  19, 18Si. 
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m  ASSEMBLY, 


January  25,  183  K 


REPORT 

Of  the  Secretary  of  State^  giving  an  Abstract  of  the 
Returns  of  the  Superintendents  of  the  Poor  in  the 
several  Counties. 

STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, } 

Secrktabt's  Office.        \  AttMny^  Jan.  25,  1831. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  obedience  to  the  proyisions  of  the 
statute  for  *^  the  relief  and  support  of  indigent  personfl," 

RS8PfiCTFUI.LT  RspoRTa : 

That  copies  of  the  annexed  circular,  and  form  for  the  reports  of 
superintendents,  (marked  A,)  were  transmitted  to  the  several  county 
clerks  in  June  last. 

On  the  last  day  of  December,  thirty  counties  were  delinquent ; 
and  circulars  were  sent  to  these  counties  by  mail,  enclosing  a  dupli- 
cate of  the  form,  and  ui^ing  the  superintendents  to  make  their  re- 
ports without  delay.  Reports  or  letters  have  since  been  received 
from  twenty-one  counties,  and  nine  are  still  delinquent  Those 
counties  in  which  the  superintendents  have  omitted  either  to  report, 
or  to  assign  any  reason  for  the  omission,  are  Allegany,  Broome, 
Cattaraugus,  Chautauque,  Kings,  Orange,  Schenectady,  Sullivan  and 
Tates. 

It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  the  statute  before 
referred  to,  (section  79,)  to  present  annually  to  the  Legislature, 
^'  during  the  first  month  of  its  session,  an  abstract  of  the  returns  and 
reports"  received  from  the  superintendents  of  the  poor  of  the  several 
counties.  This  abstract  is  given  in  the  tables  appended  to  this  re« 
port,  and  marked  B  and  C. 
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It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  these  tables,  that  the  whole  num- 
ber of  town  and  countj  paupers  relieved  or  supported  during  the 
past  year,  in  the  forty-four  counties  which  have  made  returns,  is 
15,506. 

The  total  numl)er  of  paupers  received  into  the  poor-houses  during 
the  year,  is  11,515. 

The  total  number  of  paupers  in  the  poor-houses  of  thirty-seven 
counties,  on  the  Ist  of  December  1830,  was  4,566.  Of  this  latter 
number,  2,110  were  in  the  New-York  alms-house,  and  2,456  in  36 
other  counties,  averaging  68  in  each  county.  Assuming  this  average 
for  the  eighteen  counties  which  have  not  a  poor-house,  or  have  not 
reported,  and  it  gives  1,224,  and  would  make  the  total  number  in  the 
poor-houses  on  the  first  of  December  last,  5,790. 

The  average  number  of  paupers  for  the  year,  probably  would  not 
exceed  the  number  in  the  poor-houses  on  the  1st  of  December.  If 
so,  the  total  expense  of  their  support,  over  and, above  their  earnings, 
and  the  cost  of  the  poor-house  establishments  at  the  average  cost  in 
those  counties  from  which  reports  have  been  received,  would  be 
$173,230.80  cents. 

The  total  cost  of  the  poor-house  establishments  in  thirty-four 
counties,  is  $191,348.64  cents,  averaging  $5,627.90  cents  each. 
Taking  this  average  for  twenty  counties  which  have  not  returned 
the  value  of  their  poor-houses,  and  it  makes  the  total  expense  of  the 
poor-houses  in  all  the  counties  except  New- York,  $303,906.64  cts. : 
add  to  this  the  cost  of  the  alms-house  establishment  in  New- York, 
and  it  makes  the  aggregate  cost  of  poor-house  establishments  in  the 
State  $865,406 .64  cents ;  which,  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  gives 
$51, 924  •3&  cents,  making  the  total  annual  expense  of  supporting  all 
the  paupers  in  the  State  $225, 161. 19  cents. 

This  estimate  is  based  upon  the  assumption  that  the  number  of 
paupers  in  the  poor-houses  on  the  1st  December  would  be  the  ave- 
rage number  for  the  year ;  and  that  they  are  to  be  supported  in  the 
poor-houses  at  $29.92  cents  per  year  each. 

The  whole  expense  of  supporting  town  and  county  paupers  in 
forty-four  counties,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  4th  column 
of  Abstract  B,  is  $216,535.00 :  deducting  New- York,  and  the  ave- 
rage is  $3,021.79  cents  for  each  of  the  forty-three  counties,  making 
returns  of  the  amount  paid ;  and  this  average  multiplied  by  ten  coun- 
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ties  from  which  the  relurns  are  deficient,  gives  |(90,tn,90  cetfts; 
■taking  the  aggregate  expense  of  supporting  the  poor  in  the  State, 
by  the  different  modes  now  adopted,  |^46,758.90  cents. 

The  estimate  of  expense  for  the  support  of  paupers,  as  given  in 
the  4th  column  of  Abstract  B,  does  not  embrace  generally  any  al- 
lowance for  the  expense  of  the  poor-house  establishments ;  and  in 
some  cases,  the  amount  paid  to  overseers,  justices,  &c.  is  not  in- 
cluded. 

It  win  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  second  column  of  Abstract  C, 
that  the  total  cost  oi  all  the  poor-house  establishments  is  |^757,267« 
64  cents. 

This  probably  embraces  all  ihe  poor-houses  now  builU 

The  total  number  born  in  these  poor-houses  during  the  year,  was 
108 ;  died,  863 ;  bound  out,  298 ;  discharged,  4,568 ;  absconded, 
504.  Of  the  persons  relieved  daring  the  year,  there  were  S,S98 
fcNneigners,  S45  lunatics,  361  idiots,  and  St  mutes. 

Of  the  persons  in  the  poor-houses  on  the  1st  Decemberi  (ex* 
cepting  therefrom  the  alms-house  in  Jfew-York,)  there  were  1,151 
females,  and  1,196  males  ^  Total,  S,S50. 

Of  the  females,  there  were  of  16  years  of  age  and  under,  339 ; 
males  of  the  like  age,  337  :  total,  676.  This  dpes  not  include  any 
of  the  children  in  the  New-York  alms-house,  where  there  are  550 
of  11  years  of  age  and  under. 

The  paper  marked  D,  shows  the  number  of  children  in  each  poor- 
house,  and  the  arrangements  which  have  been  made  for  their  instruc- 
tion. As  ignorance  is  one  of  the  assigned  causes  of  pauperism,  it  is 
desirable  that  in  providing  for  the  support  of  the  poor,  provision  in 
all  eases  should  be  made  for  removing,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  tenants 
of  the  poor-house,  this  cause  of  pauperism*  It  ought  to  be  made  im- 
perative upon  the  superintendents  in  every  case,  to  provide  means 
of  instruction  for  all  the  children  under  their  charge,  who  are  of  sui- 
table age  to  go  to  school:  In  the  New-Yoik  alms-house,  an  excel- 
lent school  is  kept  in  which  about  300  children  are  constantly  taught 
on  the  monitorial  plan.  This  is  the  school  at  Bellevue,  as  returned 
by  the  public  school  society,  and  which  shares  in  the  school  money 
of  the  state  and  city. 
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The  paper  mariced  E,  contains  a  list  of  twentj  countiea  in  various 
sections  of  the  state,  in  each  of  which  the  poor-house  system  has 
been  adopted,  and  is  in  fair  oiieration.  It  will  be  seen  by  this  table 
that  the  average  co6t  of  supporting  a  pauper,  over  and  above  his 
earnings,  and  making  no  allowance  for  the  expense  of  the  poor-house 
establishment,  is  ^9.92  cents  per  year  ;*  or  54y^  cents  per  week, 
llie  same  table  shows  the  proportion  whith  the  whole  number  of 
paupers  relieved  in  and  out  of  the  poor-house,  bear  to  the  whole 
population  in  each  county ;  and  exhibits  the  average  in  twenty  coun- 
ties, to  be  one  pauper  relieved  to  208^  of  the  whole  number  of  souls* 
In  another  column  is  exhibited  the  proportion  which  the  paupers,  in 
the  poor-houses  in  these  twenty  counties,  bear  to  the  population 
in  each,  and  giving  a  general  average  of  one  pauper  in  the  poor- 
house  to  every  622  of  the  whole  population  of  the  counties  embra- 
ced in>  the  list. 

In  1824,  it  was  estimated  in  Mr,  Yates'  report,  that  there  were 
tiien  in  the  State  6,896  permanent  paupers,  and  15,216  occasional 
paupers,  making  a  total  of  22,1 1 L  It  was  also  estimated  that  the 
proportion  of  permanent  paupers  was  as  1  to  220  of  the  whole  po- 
pulation, and  of  occasional  paupers,  1  in  every  100.  The  total  ex- 
pense of  permanent  paupers  in  the  State,  was  estimated  at  344,800 
dollars,  or  |^49  •  70  cents  as  the  average  cost  of  each  pauper.  The  to- 
tal expense  of  occasional  paupers,  was  estimated  at  125,782  dollars, 
or  $8.27  cents  each  per  year.  Total  expense  470,582  dollars,  which 
does  not  embrace  the  excise  money,  estimated  at  66,600  dollars. 

Taking  the  returns  which  have  been  received  the  present  year  as 
the  average  for  the  counties  which  have  not  made  reports,  and  the 
permanent  paupers  may  be  estimated  at  5,790;  and  the  occasional 
paupers  at  12,348 ;  showing  a  total  of  18,138  in  the  State,  which  fk 
equal  to  one  permanent  pauper  in  every  339  souls,  and  one  occasion- 
al pauper  to  107.  f 


«»■ 


*  It  WM  MecrUiaed  in  1824,  tiiat  in  tiie  itate  of  Delaware,  where  Uie  poor-ltoiue  ■yitem  on- 
TK^tt  tiM  Teariy  expenie  ef  a  paaper  waa  45  dollatv,  indvdiag  espensee  of  poor-lioiiia  eflab£ib> 
aaent.    Tke  mere  fupport  of  Um  pauper  1^41.11  cents. 

In  Oanaeeticttt,  wnere  a  rariety  Mmodei  prevail  in  vegud  to  aappmting  pauper*,  the  geBt- 
nd  aveiage  expeaae  of  permanent  pavpert,  waf  85  dollars  per  year.    In  fonr  counties  in  r«fi^ 


•yivs&ih,  the  arerage  expense  of  each  pauper  was  088.46  cents,  exclusive  of  the  proceeds  of  ths 
ffnu  on  which  the  poor-houses  are  erectcd.«-Mr.  Yates'  Reportf  Assemhly  JonriiaU>  Iffll 

f  In  Connecticut  1  in  every  ISO  souls  is  a  permanent  pauper,  and  there  is  the  likepropoitioa 
fff  vccational  paipen. 

In  the  iaterior  of  Pennsylvania,  where  the  poor-house  system  prevails,  there  is  I  pauper  to 
US  Mola^  In  Ifftw-Hampshire,  in  188D,  1  pauper  to  every  100  soalt.  la  ftiasMoluuatts,  1  In 
SS.-Mr.  Yates' Report. 

U'Beotlattd,  the  tegular  poor  wun  staled  fh  l8iS,  to  he  1  to  ISO:  od  tha  paMfM  InAidsa- 
taDy  assisted,  equal  to  2  in  lOO.  The  average  number  of  paupers  in  Tmr^r^,  for  tha  years  198^ 
laidaad  IS15,  was  above  9  in  the  hmdred  of  the  general  population.    Fir  tHwemMtlHBi^ht 
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The  document  marked  F,  contains,  under  the  heads  of  the  seve- 
ral counties,  the  explanations  and  suggestions  of  the  superintendents 
of  the  poor. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  statute  for  "  the  relief  and  support  of  indi- 
gent persons,"  should  be  printed  in  a  pamphlet  form,  and  distributed 
to  all  the  officers  who  are  required  to  execute  its  provisions. 

A.  C.  FLAGG. 


nfllioM  of  ponndfl  iterUn^  were  anniudlT  expended;  wbich  amonnii  to  tbove  16  ■hilUnge  per 
head  on  the  whole  popolation  of  EZoghuia  and  Walei. 

In  Fnuioe  the  nuiiiben  of  poor  are  eoneidered  as  riein^  to  one-fifteenth  of  the  population  in 
rafal  parte — to  one-tenth  in  the  towns,  and  to  one-eerenth  m  Paris. — Edinburgh  Encyciopvdin. 


DOCUMENTS. 


(A.) 

CIRCULAR. 

STATE  OP  NEW-YORK, 
Sxobstart's  Officb. 

AX.BAHT,  May  S8,  1830. 

To  the  Superintendents  of  the  Poor  of  the  county  of  • 

Gbntlsetkh, 

Accompanying  this  you  will  receive  a  form  for  the  reports  required 
by  the  75th  section,  page  631,  vol.  1,  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  to  be 
made  by  the  superintendents  of  the  poor  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
So  much  of  the  present  year  h^s  passed,  that  you  may  not  be  enabled 
to  collect  all  the  information  necessary  to  a  full  ^port  for  this  year ; 
if  so,  you  can  report  in  December  next,  so  far  as  you  have  the  means 
of  obtaining  the  required  information.  The  reports  should  be  trans- 
mitted to  this  office,  by  mail,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  first  of 
December. 

In  addition  to  the  information  required  in  the  report,  the  superin- 
tendents are  requested  to  give  any  other  facts,  or  make  any  sugges- 
tions, which  in  their  opinion  will  be  useful  or  interesting. 

The  children  between  5  and  16,  who  are  tenants  of  the  county 
poor-house,  are  not  in  consequence  of  that  location  to  be  enumerated 
in  the  school  district  where  the  poor-house  happens  to  be  situated ; 
the  children  however  ought  to  be  instructed,  and  it  is  desirable  to 
ascertain  how  far  this  object  is  accomplished,  to  the  end  that  further 
legislation  may  be  had  on  this  point,  if  it  is  needed.  If  there  are 
deaf  and  dumb  persons  in  the  poor-house  under  25  years  of  age,  and 
of  sound  mind,  application  ought  to  be  made  at  once  to  get  them  into 
the  deaf  and  dumb  schools,  either  at  New-York  or  Canajoharie.  An 
act  was  passed  at  the  last  session,  to  add  32  to  the  number  of  pupils 
in  those  schools,  to  be  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  state.  Names 
sent  to  this  office,  will  be  transmitted  to  the  schools,  as  candidates 
for  admission;  and  any  information  furnished  which  may  be  re- 
quired. • 

I  am,  with  much  respect, 

Your  ob't.  serv*t, 

A.  C.  FLAG6. 


NoTs.— The  eo^mty  detk  It  requMted  to  hand  orer  to  fht  fluporiatoiideiita  of  the  i>oor  of  the 
covnty,  or  one  of  them,  the  foniu  toeompuiyins  thie  eirculer.  In  eonntief  where  the  inperiii- 
tendeatt  are  aot  yet  appointed,  the  elen  wilTretain  the  paekage  in  hie  offiee  natil  they  art 
choecB. 


8  [ASSIMBLT 

REPORT 

Of  the  Superintendents  qftj^e  Poor  of  the  County  of 

to  the  Seerdary  of  State. 

Tbe  superintendents  of  the  poor  of  the  county  of 
in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statute  for  ^'  tbe  relief 
and  support  of  indigent  persons,"  present  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
their  annual  report,  as  follows : 
The  number  of  paupers  relieved  or  supported  during 
the  year  preceding  the  1st  of  December  instant, 

was • • ••••••••••••••• 

Of  the  persons  thus  relieved,  the  number  of  county 

paupers  was.  •  •  • ••••••••••••••• 

The  number  of  town  paupers,.  •  • •  • 

The  whole  expense  of  such  support  was ^ 

Of  this  siim  there  was  paid  for  transportation  of  pau* 
pers,.  •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Allowance  made  to  Superintendents • • 

do.        do.        Overseers, •  •  •  •  • 

do.        do*        Justices,  .•  •  • 

do.        do.        Keepers  and  Officers, 

[Here  insert  any  other  items  which  do  not  compose 
any  part  of  the  actual  expense  of  maintaining  the  pau- 
pers.] 

The  actual  value  of  the  labor  of  the  paupers  main- 
tained, was • •  • •  •  •  •  • 

The  estimated  amount  saved  in  the  expense  of  their 
support  in  consequence  of  their  labor, .  •  •  •  •  .••••• 
The  sum  actually  expended,  over  and  above  the  labor  and  eira* 
ings  of  the  paupers,  divided  by  the  average  number  kept  during  tbe 
year,  gives  dollars  cents  per  year,  or 

cents  per  week,  as  the  actual  expense  of  keeping  each  person. 
The  county  poor-house  has  acres  of 

land  attached  to  it,  and  the  whole  establishment  is 

valued  at •••••• • ^ 

The  number  of  persons  in  the  poor-house  on  the  Ist 

Dec.  inst.  was • • 

Of  this  number,  there  were  of  females, • •• 

of  males, •• 

Of  the  females,  there  were  of  16  years  of  age  and  under, 

Of  the  males  of  the  same  age, 

Of  the  persons  relieved  or  supported  during  the  year,  there 
were  foreigners  ;  lunatics ;  idiots ;  and 

mutes  :  of  the  mutes  were  between  tbe  ages  of 

10  and  25  years. 
The  number  of  paupers  received  into  the  poor-house 

during  the  year,  was •••••••••••»•• 

Born  in  the  poor-house, • ••••• 

Died  during  the  year, ^ 


No.  66 .]  9         ' 

Bound  out,  •••••• • • ••« 

Discharged,  ••••• • •«•••••••• 

Absconded, •• •«• 

[IXaie  fohMer  the  children  have  been  eeni  to  echool  or  inetru^ed 
in  the  poor-houee,  and  haw  many  months^  and  the  number  qfe^o* 
Eats  inetructed.] 

Given  under  our  hands,  at  this  daj 

of  December,  183 

,  ** 

[A.  No.  66.]  S 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Acres  of  land  attached  to  poor-houses,  .  •  •  •  • S,876 

Total  yaiue  of  poor-house  establishments, $757,357.64 

Total  number  paupers  receired  into  the  poor-houses  dur- 
ing the  jear, • t 1 1,551 

Born  in  the  poor-houses, •  108 

Died  during  the  year, •• •••••  863 

Bound  out, S98 

Discharged, • ••    •• 4,563 

AbsiK)ttded, ••••..,«..€ ...•;•  604 

Total  females  in  poor-houses,  Dec.  1 ,  excepting  N.  York,  1, 1 51 

Males,                        do 1,199 

Total  of  both  sexes,  including  New- York,  ••. 4,580 

Foreigners  relieved  during  the  year,.  •  •  • 2,398 

Lunatics,  .•••••••••• • •  345 

Idioto, 361 
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(B.) 

The  following  table  contains  a  h'st  of  twcntj  counties  in  which  the 
poor-house  system  is  in  fair  operation,  and  shows  the  average  ex- 
pense of  supporting  a  pauper  for  a  year  and  for  a  week ;  and  also 
the  proportion  whira  the  whole  number  of  paupers  relieved  or  sup- 
ported during  the  year,  as  well  as  those  in  the  poor-houses  on  the 
1st  Deeember  ISSO,  bear  to  the  whole  population  of  the  several 
eeunttes: 

^■SttHeaBBBaBBaBsaBassBKEttessBBaasBeaaesBBaaBB^^ 


fX>UNT[£S 


^mm*m 


AXhtnj  city, 
C»yog*,.... 
Clienafigo,  • 
Clinton,  •  • .  • . 
Columbia,  ••, 
Delaware,  •  • , 

Erie, , 

Gveene,  *  •  •  • , 
Jefferson,  ••< 
Madison,  • .  < « 
Monroe,  •  •  •  • « 
Mootgomery, 
New-York, .  • 


Oswego,  ••• 
Otaiego,  •••• 
Saratoga,  •  •• 
Tompkins,  • 
Washington, 


actoalhr  ezpen- 
iod  (or  •acb 
per«oo     dnring^ 


$89  26 
82  06 
26  22 
24  95 
18  60 
48  16 
48  16 
80  86 
41  07 

18  46 
80  68 

19  22 


88  70 
26  24 
22  88 
26  49 


General  average,  . .  • . 


86  19 
26  87 


ArMSferam 
aetoaJhr  ex  pea 
ded     (or   cKob 
perion  per 
week. 


#29  92 


|00.75| 
.81 
.471 
.48 
.85 
.88 
.88 
.59 
.79 
.8S| 
.  .59 
.86| 
.64 
.64 
.60 
.44 
.51 
.60 
.69 
.51 


Proportion  whicb 
the  whole  Dumber 
of  pauperi  relieve«I 
during  the  year 
beer  to  the  wbo4« 
popuUiion  in  the 
county. 


1  to  40 
1  to  227 
1  to  435 
d  to  131 
1  to  117 
1  to  434 
1  to  124 
1  to  158 
1  to  135 
1  to  339 
1  to  151 
1  to  206 
1  to  43 
1  to  189 
1  to  198 
1  to  315 
1  to  282 
1  to  184 
1  to  292 
1  to  173 


Proportion  which 
the  periom  in  poor 
huosea  Dec.t,  18)0, 
beer  to  the  whole 
populatiott  of  the 
enanty. 


#00.56^     1  to  208} 


to  98 
to  794 
to  1039 
to  449 
to  259 
to  750 
to  605 
to  248 
to  950 
to  1000 
to  1346 
to  414 
to  101 
to  572 
to  566 
to  1084 
to  618 
to  342 
to  745 
to    455 


Ito    622 
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(P.) 

ALBANY. 
The  only  report  from  this  county  is  froi» the  superintendent  of  the 
a1nis-hou£e  of  the  city  of  Albany.  The  salary  of  the  superintendent, 
0500,  is  placed  in  the  table  A.  under  the  head  of  "allowance  to  sa- 
irintendents."  The  living  of  the  superintendent  is  esttmated  at 
»0  dollars  besides  bis  salary.  The  allowance  of  388  dollars  is  for 
keepers  and  assistant  farmers,  &c.  There  is  a  school  attached  to 
the  alms-house  in  which  an  average  of  about  20  ebiUrea  are  taogbt 
12  months  in  the  year. 

CAYUGA. 

The  sum  of  $1,903.08  cents  includes  the  transportation  of  paupers, 
their  boarding,  clothing  and  physicians  bill,  and  all  other  expe  ^acs 
incurred  excepting  the  superintendents,  overseers  and  justices,  for 
as  these  last  named  were  contracts  away  from  the  poor-house,  (ex- 
cept a  very  small  proportion  of  the  superintendent'scbarges,)  it  was 
thought  best  to  put  the  expense  actually  incurred  at  the  establish- 
ment by  itself. 

Wc  take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  attention  to  a  particular 
grievance  which  we  think  ought  to  be  remedied,  in  the  hope  you 
will  concur  with  us  in  opinion  and  suggest  some  means  to  have  it 
done.  The  present  law  requiring  all  paupers  to  belong  to  the  county 
where  they  become  such,  makes  it  incumbent  on  this  county  to  sop- 
port  all  who  are  diseharjg^ed  from  the  state  prison  under  cireumstan- 
ces  which  disable  them  from  maintaining  themselves :  Of  this  des- 
cription there  have  been  a  number  discharged  since  our  county-boose 
was  established,  some  with  long  continued  chronic  complaints  which 
will  probably  disable  them  for  life  and  accompany  them  to  their 
graves;  others  are  lunatics,  and  others  are  idiots,  and  probably 
were  discharged  for  these  causes  fron»  prison.  These  according  to 
the  existing  law  mtfst  he  supported  by  this  county,  thereby  taxing 
us  with  an  expense  which  we  think  is  unjust,  and  thai  we  on|^t  to 
be  relieved  from  it. 

CHENANGO. 
The  estimate  of  labor  is  made  on  the  amount  of  hired  help,  male 
and  female,  necessary  to  perform  the  labor  done  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  establishment  which  ii  now  performed  by  the  pau- 
pers, and  not  from  any  mechanical  trade  or  business  carried  od 
therein.  The  children  have  been  instructed  in  the  district  school, 
adjoining  the  poor-house  farm,  at  the  expense  of  the  county  witboiil 
from  public  money. 


CLINTON. 
The  differenoe  between  the  actual  value  of  the  labor  of  the  pauoers 
and  the  amount  stated  in  the  veport  as  saved  in  th^  expense  of  tMir 


support,  arises  from  part  of  the  labor  haying  been  applied  to  making 
{mprorements  upon  the  farm  to  the  amount  of  $229.40. 

On  this  subject  the  superintendents  differed  in  opinion :  A  majoritj 
were  of  opinion  that  the  part  of  the  earnings  of  the  paupers  that  was 
aoplied  directljr  towards  their  suf^rt  only,  should  be  deducted  from 
tne  expenses  of  supporting  them,  and  this  mode  was  adopted,  making 
the  expense  of  each  pauper  48  cents  a  week.  Others  were  of  opin- 
ion that  the  whole  labor  of  the  paupers  should  be  deducted,  which 
would  faav«  reduced  the  expense  of  each  to  40  cents  a  week,  or 
^2«62  a  year.  There  has  been  paid  out  durii^  the  year  preceding 
the  first  of  October,  for  temporary  relief  and  expenses  of  justices 
and  poor*master8  in  the  several  towns,  $6d6«lS  eeiiAs.  We  have 
made  our  report  from  October  to  October,  as  the  superintendents 
then  have  to  make  up  and  settle  all  the  accounts  with  the  supervisors. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  aseertatn  *the  exact  amount  from  December  to 
Deeember,  as  specified  in  the  forms* 

COLUMBIA. 

The  average  expense  of  supporting  such  only  as  have  been  main- 
tained at  the  county *hou$e,  is  twenty-seven  cents  the  week;  the  sum 
of  35  cents  contained  in  the  report,  includes  such  as  could  not  be 
removed  to  the  county  poor-house,  as  well  as  those  supported  there. 

A  school  house  has  been  kept  the  whole  year,  and  the  average 
number  taught  has  been  twenty -five  for  the  children  of  the  house. 

CORTLAND. 
The  town  poor  at  the  poor-house  are  on  special  contract.    None 
reckoned  in  the  report  except  those  at  the  poor-house.    The  poor- 
house  and  land  rented  and  added  to  the  amount  of  expense.    Com- 
menced poor-house,  Jan.  16, 1830. 

DELAWARE. 
"We  purch«ised  one  pair  of  oxen  at  $75  to  work  the  farm ;  one  ox 
cart  and  one  fanning  mill,  for  which  we  paid  $52,  which  is  not 
deemed  an  annual  expenditure.  We  have  three  paupers  out  of  the 
poor-house  who  are  not  able  to  be  removed  to  it:  The  expenses  of 
outstanding  paupers  and  the  amount  paid  for  temporary  relief,  is 
$299.44,  all  of  which  is  included  in  the  report:  The  distinction 
between  town  and  county  poor  was  abolished  in  November,  1828. 
Our  poor-house  has  been  in  operation  two  years  :  In  consequence 
of  our  poor-house  establisHment  the  county  has  saved,  at  a  moderate 
oalculation,  over  two  thousand  dollars  per  year. 

DUTCHESS. 
The  county  of  Dutchess  has  as  yet  made  no  county  poor-house: 
As  the  reports  of  the  supervisors  give  no  information  of  the  town 
paupers  subsequent  to  the  first  of  April  last,  the  superintendents  can 
make  no  return  of  the  number  of  town  paupers  to  whom  relief  has 
been  furnished  since  that  time ;  they  have  therefore  reported  the 
facts  according  to  the  best  information  in'tlieir  possession  for  the  jear 
aodifig  on  the  first  of  Afkil,  18M. 
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ERIE. 

The  superintendenifl  state  that  the  amount  paid  for  transportatioa 
of  paupers  md  the  allowance  to  overseers  and  juatiees  has  not  been 
audited  by  them,  and  they  do  not  know  the  amount  of  the  charges 
in  those  cases :  Among  the  286  paupers  relieved  aro  ineluded  80 
vagrants. 

The  superintendents  have  employed,  an  instructor,  and  have  sua* 
tained  a  school  about  three-fourths  of  the  past  yean 

The  board  of  superintendents  of  the  poor  of  the  county  of  EaseXi 
respectfully  xeport,  that  the  members  of  the  board  were  appoioted 
by  the  board  of  supervisors  of  said  county,  at  their  annual  meeting  in 
November  last ;  notice  of  which  appointment  was  received  by  said 
members  after  the  adjournment  of  said  board,  with  a  notice  to  meet, 
&c.  on  the  6th  instant ;  on  which  day  said  board  met  and  orgaaifled: 
Tbirt  said  board  have  made  no  formal  adjudication  or  determination 
as  yet,  who  are  or  how  many  are  county  paupers  at  this  present  time 
in  said  county,  but  have  allowed  charges  for  sustenatice  of  thirty- 
three  persons  since  the  first  of  January  last,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  .the  sum  of  seven  hundred  ninety-five  dollars  and  three  cents. 
And  further,  that  this  board  has  not  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  a  form  for  this  report.  And  further,  that  this  board  baa  re- 
ceived no  abstracts  from  the  clerk  of  supervisors,  as  required  by  tlw 
Revised  Statutes  of  this  State,  or  other  means  of  ascertaining  the 
number  of  paupers  relieved  in  said  (H>unty  since  the  first  of  January 
last,  or  any  means  of  distinguishing  the  number  of  town  firom  coun^ 
paupers. 

The  supervisors  of  several  towns  have  made  the  returns  whicb 
follow : 

The  supervisor  of  Jay  reports. 

Expense  of  1  county  pauper, ^  •  •  • • .  |^17  00 

<<        ofltown      do         ,•••«••     52  00 

To  overseers/ 10  00 

|79  00 
The  supervisor  of  Essex  reports. 

Expense  of  4  county  paupers,  •  •  • .  • , • .  A46  8S 

"        of  6  town      do  , 816  57 

To  overseers  of  the  poor, , ,       9  00 

Supervisor  and  town  clerk,  auditing,  fcc • 2  SO 

#274  72 
The  supervisor  of  Willsborough  reports. 

Expenses  of  1  town  pauper,   « #1  60 

"  4  county  do.    amount  unknown. 

The  supervisor  of  M oriah  reports, 

Expenses  of  3  county  paupers, *««...«.\ ..^  #78  4C 

Tpoyerseiftrsofpoor,.^.^.*^. , «•••••.•••     10  06 
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90.69.]  29        " 

Brought  forward, |88  40 

To  jn3tice8»  •  •  • » » • • S  00 

To  other  officers, t*  •  •  •  • 2  00 

$93  40 

FRANKLIN. 
The  soperintendents  were  appointed  on  the  9th  of  February  18S0, 
with  power  to  rent  a  tenement  and  proride  for  the  support  of  the 
poor*  The  hooae  was  ready  for  the  reception  of  paupers  on  the  first 
of  May^  1880.  The  returns  embrace  the  expenses  from  May  to  No* 
▼ember.  The  expense  of  supporting  the  paupers  has  been  greatly 
onhanoed  in  consequence  of  fitting  up  a  bouse,  procuring  furniture, 
fce.  The  superintendents  have  no  doubt  but  a  great  saving  has  al- 
ready accrued  to  the  county  from  the  adoption  of  the  system,  in  con* 
sequence  of  its  preventing  many  applications  for  relief. 

GREENE. 

The  number  of  town  and  county  paupers  relieved  out  of  the  poor* 

house  during  the  year  preceding  the  first  of  April  1830,  was  94 ;  of 

these,  38  were  county  paupers.     The  whole  expense  of  the  support 

of  these  county  paupers  was  |^260.29  cents  :  of  this  sum,  there  waa 

>aid  for  transportation,  |^9  ;  allowed  to  overseers,  |^36 ;  to  justices. 

^7.  The  number  of  town  paupers  relieved  was  56,  at  an  expense  ot 
J699 .  99  cents :  of  this  sum,  $19 .25  cts.  was  paid  for  transportation ; 
^106.28  cents  allowed  to  overseers,  and  $78.25  cents  to  justices. 
Total  paid  for  the  support  of  paupers  out  of  the  poor-house,  (960. 
28  cents. 

GENESEE. 
It  will  be  seen  that  $141 .61  cents  has  been  paid  for  the  support  of 
paupers  who  could  not  be  removed  ;  so  that  the  number  supported 
in  tlie  poor-house  will  not  cost  quite  as  much  by  the  year  or  week  ao 
is  &tated  in  the  report.  The  superintendents  have  not  been  able  to 
employ  the  paupers  at  labor  to  any  advantage.  They  are  generally 
quite  advanced,  sick,  infirm,  lunatic,  or  unable  to  labor  on  a  farm* 
They  are  generally  discharged  when  they  become  able  to  labor  on  a 
farm,  and  we  have  not  the  means  of  employing  them  which  are  re- 
sorted to  at  some  other  places.     We  have  no  town  paupers. 

JEFFERSON.    . 
The  report  of  the  superintendents  includes  returns  from  the  sa« 

Cpvisors,  from  March  1, 1829,  to  March  1, 1830,  and  are  as  follows  $ 
town  paupers,  expense,  ••• $1,248  28 

Paid  to  overseers, •••••••• ••••• 123  91 

Paid  to  justices, • 45  25 

**     transportation,   • « « « , .     12  6S 

#1,430  07 


so  [A 

40  county  paupers,  expense,  •  •  •  •  • • f666  IS 

Paid  to  overseers, • •  •     27  00 

^^        justices, ^ • t4  00 

*^        transportation, 9  00 

$726  IS 

Deducting  what  we  think  a  due  proportion  from  the  above,  we 
estimate  the  whole  number  of  paupers  for  the  past  year  at  282,  woA 
the  whole  expense  at  $4,412.47  cents*  It  also  includes  the  amomit 
paid  on  justices'  orders  for  temporary  relief,  and  the* amount  audited 
by  the  board  of  supervisors  for  the  support  of  paupers.  The  whde 
expenses  at  the  poor-house  have  only  been  $1,868.94  oents.  Hie 
average  number  bf  paupers  at  the  poor*hou8e,  45^ ;  making  2,866 
weeks'  board. 
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LEWIS. 
Two  children  sent  to  common  school  four  months  each,  and  also 
one  child  three  months. 

LIVINGSTON. 
'  The  distinction  between  town  and  county  paupers  has  been  abo- 
lished in  this  county  by  the  board  of  supervisors.  The  number  of 
superintendents  has  been  reduced  from  five  to  three.  Allowance 
to  physician  for  the  poor-house,  $75 ;  stock  purchased  for  the  iarm, 
$149.45  cents  ;  furniture  for  the  house,  $84.07  cents. 

There  has  been  expended  in  the  support  of  paupers  not  brought 
to  the  poor-house,  $447.30  cents ;  allowed  to  overseers  of  the  poor 
by  supervisors,  $49.75  cents  ;  to  justices,  $22.  These  three  last 
items  are  not  embraced  in  the  estimates  of  the  report.  We  find  it 
impossible  to  form  an  accurate  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  labor  of 
the  paupers.  Some  of  them  are  absolutely  helpless,  and  can  do  no- 
thing ;  others  can  do  a  little ;  and  a  very  few  can  sometimes  perform 
as  much  labor  as  well  persons.  There  is  on^  lunatic  and  one  idiot 
under  the  care  of  the  superintendents,  but  not  kept  at  the  poor^ 
house.  The  children  who  were  of  suitable  age,  have  attended  the 
district  school. 


MADISON. 
Owing  to  the  manner  in  which  the  accounts  of  the  overseers  of 
the  poor  and  justices  of  the  peace  were  audited  by  the  board  of  su- 
pervisors, it  is  not  in  our  power  to  fill  the  blanks  for  the  allowances 
to  those  officers.  We  have  called  upon  the  clerk  of  the  board  and 
be  is  unable  to  give  us  the  requisite  information.  Their  accounts 
tw  services  done  for  the  poor  being  mixed  in  with  numerous  other 
ehaiiges  for  different  services,  and  deductions  having  been  made  by 
the  board  upon  their  whole  bills,  it  was  impossible  to  procure  an 
aecurate  statement.  There  are  4  lunatics,  supported  with  their 
friends*    Amount  paid  physician  attending  the  poor-houae  ^1  lOl 
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MONTGOMERY. 
Tbe  distinction  between  county  and  town  poor  is  abolished.  The 
superintendents  have  not  included  in  their  report  the  amount  paid 
to  overseers  and  justices  for  their  services,  nor  the  amount  expended 
for  temporary  relief  out  of  the  poor-house,  thej  having  no  data  by 
which  to  ascertain  those  amounts.  A  school  has  been  kept  in  the 
poor-house  by  two  of  the  paupers  for  the  term  of  ten  months,  and  the 
number  of  scholars  instructed  was  34. 

NEW-YORK. 

Mr.  Burtis,  the  superintendent  of  the  alms-house,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing statement  in  regard  to  the  cost  and  extent  of  the  poor-bouse 
establishment  in  the  city  of  New-York,  viz : 

We  have  now  enclosed  at  Belle vue,  by  a  high  stone  wall,  26  acres, 
which  with  the  buildings  reported  by  the  committee  as  first  com^le^ 
ted,  cost  about  450,000  dollars;  since  then  we  have  added  two 
acres  of  land  and  a  number  of  buildings,  &c.  which  addition  has  cost 
more  than  50,000  dollars;  we  have  outside  of  the  wall  109  acres  at 
A600  per  acre,  making  61,500  dollars,  and  giving  a  total  of  561,500 
dollars,  as  tbe  cost  of  the  alms-house  establishment.  In  this  I  have 
not  included  Blackwell's  Island,  which  contains  110  acres,  and  with 
the  buildine  now  erected,  has  cost  above  60,000  dollars :  This  esta- 
blishment IS  almost  entirely  occupied  with  a  dass  of  paupers  that 
may  be  fairly  reported  by  you  as  such,  a  few  only  being  confined 
there  for  petit  larceny,  but  most  of  tbe  persons  being  sent  there  as 
poor  drunken  vagrants.  s 

The  following  interesting  extracts  are  taken  from  a  report  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  alms-house,  of  which  body,  John  Targee,  Esq.  is 
chairman,  and  which  report  was  presented  to  the  corporation  of  New- 
York  on  the  20th  of  September,  1830 : 

That  there  will  always  exist  a  portion  of  every  community,  whidi 
will  in  some  way  be  dependent  upon  tbe  public  for  support,  we 
must  from  the  manner  in  which  society  is  constituted  naturally  ex- 
pect. Accidents  and  misfortunes  are  occurrences  to  which  the  most 
|>rudent  are  occasionally  liable,  but  it  is  a  rare  occurrence  indeed  to 
find  persons  of  cultivated  minds  in  our  alms-house.  Ekiucation  brings 
in  its  train,  as  a  natural  consequence,  a  certain  degree  of  moral  re- 
straint upon  our  viscious  passions  and  propensities.  In  order  to  the 
attainment  of  knowledge,  habits  of  application  and  industry  are  tbe 
first  and  great  leading  pre-requisites ;  and  these  once  firmly  fixed, 
nothing  but  some  extraordinary  misfortunes  will  deprive  their  po»- 
eessors  of  the  ability  to  provide  for  their  oym  wants. 

The  school  established  in  the  alms-hcuse  at  Bellevue,  is  a  branch 
of  the  establishment  which  claims  our  most  earnest  solicitude ;  and 
it  is  found  essentially  beneficial.  Nearly  three  hundred  children  are 
here  constantly  instructed  in  the  first  rudiments  of  education,  and 
the  foundation  thus  laid  for  future  improvement  and  usefulness. 

Tbe  lib^atity  of  our  state  legislature  in  their  munificent  appro- 
priations to  the  common  school  fund,  is  worthy  of  all  praise ;  and 
when  we  reflect  on  the  vital  importanccto  the  rising^generation^  of 
a  perpetuity  of  our  republican  institutions,  and  the  necessity  which 
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now  exists  bj  reason  of  the  extension  of  the  electiVe  francbise,  that 
•rerj  individual  dbouM  be  capable  of  readnig  and  jodging  for  him- 
aelff  on  matters  most  essential,  not  only  to  hiinadf,  but  to  his  pi» 
teritj,  we  eannot  but  believe  that  every  appropriation,  whether  ij 
the  state  or  city  aulborities,  for  the  promotion  of  this  iin{iortaot 
object,  will  meet  the  cordial  support  and  approbation  of  eveiy  Be» 
ber  of  the  community. 

Ther^  are  in  the  house  at  Bellevue,  at  the  present  time,  eld 
and  superannuated  persons  between  the  ages  of  60  and  100 

years, # # 360 

Blind,«  ••••  ••••••••••••••••••  ••••••  •««4«*««    48 

Cripples,  .•••« •••••• 95 

From  debility, ••««•••••«•••«••«•••«     85 

Subject  to  fits, t9 

Idiots,  ••«« «......v •  •     89 

Lame  and  rheumatic,  .<•  •  ^ ••••••.*  Ill 

Palsy, ••.     61 

Nervous,.  •• 40 

Women  confined •     20 

Insane,.  •••*• • *•••••    94 

Sick  in  the  hospital,. 171 

Children  under  the  age  of  1 1  years,  many  of  them 
<^  very  tender  years, 5dl 

Makinii;  m  aggregate  of 1^699 

persons,  of  whom  it  may  be  said  that  coUectindy  they  are  ineapibb 
of  taking  care  of  themselves  in  the  ordinary  concerns  of  life,  with  all 
the  conveniences  that  could  be  furnisbed  to  them.  These  my  he 
considered  as  permanent  claimants  on  the  public  bounty ;  forailhoegh 
from  deaths  and  discharges,  we  are  occasionally  reMeved  offlooeof 
tbem,  others  are  not  wanting  to  fill  their  places. 

The  system  of  affording  temporary  relief  to  poor  persons  out  ef 
the  house,  the  commissioners  are  well  aware  is  one  reqairiiu;  the 
utmost  vigilance  and  attention  which  can  possibly  be  bestowed  oa  it; 
and  for  this  purpose  tljey  have  permanently  em{doyed  a  very  eikient 
and  useful  officer,  Mr.  William  Scbureman,  who  they  denomiaatp  « 
visitor,  and  whose  special  and  very  arduous  duty  it  is  made  to  Tint 
every  person  or  family  applying  for  such  relief;  and  upon  whofs 
report  the  commissioners  are  governed  in  making  occasional  dost* 
ttono  which  consist  principally  of  fuel,  potatoes,  and  oieasioDtH/ 
SBtiall  sums  in  money ;  the  aggregate  amount  of  which,  however,  is 
the  course  of  a  year,  as  shown  in  the  statement  herewith  subaiittedt 
forms  an  important  item  in  the  annual  amount  of  the^^isborsmeots  of 
fhe  commissioners.  In  making  these  donations  the  eommissioDexv 
are  influenced  by  the  consideration  that  in  so  doing,  they  seflieli>^^> 
and  in  fact  as  they  hope  in  most  cases,  thereby  keep  alive  a  dsfliv^ 
in  the  parties  to  make  efforts  to  provide  for  themselves  and  faaiiu^f 
and  relieve  the  pubtic  from  the  burthen  of  their  entire  makiteniDee 
in  the  house :  motives  deemed  laudairfein  themaelve8,end  ^^f^^ 
panied  with  the  desired  elfect  are  certainly  usefaland  ^eooooa^ 

In  the  year  18S7,  the  board  of  goudiana  of  the  poor  si  the  ei^  ^^ 
district  of  Philadelphia,  appointed  a  committee  ot  their  body  to  tim 
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the  efties  of  Baltimore,  New-York,  Providence,  Boston  and  Salem, 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  their  systems  and  eiEamining  their 
institutions  for  the  relief  of  the  noon  This  committee,  after  a  care»> 
ful  and  minute  investieation  of  the  subject,  in  making  up  their  report, 
in  order  to  contrast  their  own,  with  other  establishments  in  larg€ 
iawm  and  eiiies^  give  the  following  statement  as  the  result  of  their 
inquiries. 

-    In  PhUadaphia/ar  1626^. 

Amount  expended  for  the  support  of  paupers  in  the  alms- 
house,   $37, 309 

Average  number  in  the  house  during  the  year,  994,  being 
72  cents  each  per  week. 

Children's  asylum,* •••• ••••.•••• 7,034 

Pulsions  and  relief  to  paupers  out  of  the  house, 47 ,  357 


•^ 


Population  of  the  districts  about  1 25,000.  $9 1 ,  700 

Baltimore  far  1826. 
Amount  expended  for  the  support  of  paupers  in  the  house,  $15,609 
Average  number  in  the  house,  392,  being  75  cents  each 

per  week. 
Pensions  and  relief  to  paupers  out  of  the  house, 2^491 

Population  70,000.  $18^000 

New-York  for  1826. 

Amount  expended  for  paupers  in  the  house, $58^  500 

Average  number  in  the  house,  1949,  being  about  60  cents 

each  per  week. 
Relief  to  paupers  out  of  the  house,.  •  •  •  •••«••« 13,690 

Population  175,000.  $72 ,  190 

Bo^onfor  1826. 
Ajnount  expended  for  jthe  support  of  paupers  in  the  house,  $18,276 
A^verage  number  in  the  house,  450,  being  about  78  cents 

per  week  for  each. 
Pensions  and  relief  to  paupers  out  of  the  house, ••.     12, 266 

■ 

Population  60,000.  $30,^2 

*'  Speaking  of  Baltimore  the  committee  say,  ^^  the  house  is  situated 
on  a  nirm  of  upwards  of  three  hundred  acres,  two  and  a  half  miles 
from  the  citv,  and  a  few  acres  contiguous  to  it  enclosed  by  a  wall." 
Speaking  of  Boston,  the  committee  also  say,  ^'  the  alms-house  is  at 
South  Boston,  about  two  miles  from  town,  and  is  located  on  a  farm  of 
about  sixty  acres,  surrounded  by  a  stockade  fence  twelve  feet  hieh." 
Thus  we  see  that  while  in  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  Boston,  Tthe 
only  places  with  which  it  would  be  fair  to  contrast  New-York,)  they 
are  pursuing  in  the  two  lart  mentioned  places^  agricultural  employ- 
ment for  the  poor,  yet  in  those  it  costs  them,  in  Baltimoie  75,  in. 
Boston  78,  and  in  Philadelphia  (where  their  mode  of  employment  is 
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not  meationed,)  72  cents  eaeh  per  week;  whUe  ia  INew-York  in* 
eluding  the  asjlum  for  tbe  education  of  the  cliildren,  and  hospital  for 
the  si^>  only  60  cents  each  per  week.^  , 

^'  The  abrogate  number  of  foreign  poor  admitted  into  the  house 
during  tbe  four  years,  1826^  7,  8  and  9,  was  5,146,  making  an  ave- 
rage of  1,S86  per  annunu  The  a{^6gate  number  remaining  iu  the 
house  for  the  same  period  is  3,286,  making  an  average  for  the  fear 
years  of  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  which  at  the  rate  of  64  cents 
each  per  week,  (the  average  cost  for  the  year  1829,)  and  leaving  out 
of  the  calculation  the  expenses  of  those  who  died  in  and  were  dis- 
charged from  the  house,  will  form  an  aggregate  average  expense  of 
$27,822.88  per  annum ;  while  the  sum  received  from  bonded  pas- 
sengers, and  as  conunutation  for  the  same  period,  amounts  only  to 
the  sum  of  |^,968*23  per  annum,  leaving  a  balance  against  tbe  esta« 
blishment  in  this  branch,  of  $18,354.65  per  annum.  If  to  which  be 
added  the  expenses  of  those  who  have  died  in  and  been  discharged 
from  the  house,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  this  baUmce  would  be 
more  than  $25)000  per  annum.  And  as  the  exhibit  shows  a  gradual 
increase  of  this  description  of  poor,  we  may  not  look  forward  to  any 
amelioration  of  our  burdens  in  this  respect 

^^The  commissioners  cannot  allow  the  present  opportunity  to  pass 
without  earnestly  calling  the  attention  of  the  common  council  to  the 
deplorable  condition  of  that  part  of  the  hospital  establishment  at 
Bellevue  appropriated  to  ihe  insane.  It  will  be  perceived  that  no 
less  than  993  sick  patients,  and  143  insane,  were  admitted  into  the 
hospital  during  the  last  year.  Circumscribed  as  wo  are  for  room,  it 
is  found  utterly  impossible  so  to  classify  the  different  eases  of  disease 
and  of  the  insane,  as  not  to  be  essentially  injurious  to  M,  Tbe  sick 
and  the  dying ;  those  in  a  state  of  utter  destitution  of  reason,  and 
those  in  a  state  of  partial  alienation  of  mind,  are  necessarily  from  want 
of  room,  placed  within  sight  and  distinct  hearing  of  each  other ;  and 
with  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  resident  physician  and  superintendent, 
it  is  found  utterly  impracticable  to  maintain  that  quiet  and  order  in 
the  establishment,  so  essentially  necessary  in  a  place  specially  de- 
voted to  a  bed  of  sickness  and  disease.  If  a  separate  and  distant 
place  could  be  proviiued  for  the  lunatics,  the  present  hospital  might 
be  sufficient  for  the  ordinary  cases  of  sickness ;  and  the  commisrion- 
ers  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  making  an  establish- 
ment on  Blackwell's  Island,  specially  for  the  accommodation  of  this 
most  unfortunate  class  of  our  fellow-creatures." 

There  is  a  large  room  fitted  up  in  the  alms-house  establisbipent,  for 
a  school  room,  where  326  were  instructed  the  last  year  on  the' mo- 
nitorial plan.  This- is  the  school  returned  by  the  trustees  of  the 
public  school  society  at  Bellevue,  and  it  participates  in  the  school 
money  apportioned  to  that  society.  This  is  an  excellent  school,  and 
affiyrds  advantages  to  the  unfortunate  tenants  of  the  alms*house,  not 
iniferior  to  those  enjoyed  at  the  best  of  tbe  public  schools  in  the  state. 

NIAGARA. 
The  expenses  which  have  occurred  separate  from  the  poor-house 
for  temporary  relief,  as  near  as  we  can  estimate^  is  for  plgrsician^a 
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kfll  $166 ;  for  ietnponiry  relief  to  piisperii  $86S ;  overseers  fees  |54 ; 
justices'  fees  $40 ;  total  612  dollars ;  number  of  paupers  unknown  to 
us.  The  children  have  been  sent  to  the  ctistrict  senool  about  three 
montibs;  but  we  are  prefwring  a  school-room  in  the  poor-house, 
which  will  soon  be  in  readiness.  Paid  for  farm  MO  dollarO|  which 
is  not  added  in  the  report  of  expenses. 

ONEIDA. 
A  school  has  been  taught  by  some  one  of  the  paupers  in  the  poor« 
house  during  the  whole  ye«r,  and  the  number  taught  has  vaiied  from 
15  to  SO.  We  have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  allowances 
made  to  justices  and  overseers,  as  tbeir  accounts  were  settled  bj  the 
boards  of  supervise!^. 

ONTARIO. 

There  hTis  been  a  school  taught  in  the  poor-house  eight  months 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  first  day  6f  October,  1829,  the  aver- 
age number  of  children  taught  during  the  above  mentioned  time,  !s 
fifteen.  The  branches  taught  in  said  school,  are  spelling  and  read- 
ing ;  and  when  the  cliildren  become  of  any  size  they  are  bound  out 
as  servants  and  mechanics,  until  they  shall  respectively  become  of 
age. 

This  establishment  was  opened  in  October  1826.  The  firs^t  year 
an  attempt  was  made  to  have  the  towns  support  their  own  poor;  but 
It  was  soon  found  very  ditfioult  on  account  of  crediting  the  paupers 
for  the  labor  they  did ;  as  some  could  do  much  less  than  others,  and 
again,  some  required  much  more  attendance,  medicine,  &c. ;  the  su- 

Eerintendents  therefore  immediately  reported  the  difficulty  to  the 
oard  of  supervisors,  recommended  to  them  to  make  all  the  poor  of 
the  county,  county  paupers ;  which  was  accordingly  done.  Since 
which  time  the  poor  have  been  kept  as  a  common  stock ;  and  since 
that  time  we  find  no  difficulty  In  keeping  the  accounts,  and  manag- 
ing  the  concern.  We  think  we  have  improved  some  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  concern,  and  we  think  there  is  much  room  for  fuHher 
improvement.  We  think  our  farm  is  not  large  enough  ;  that  a  larger 
number  of  cows  ought  to  be  kept,  because  we  find  it  not  only  much 
cheaper  to  keep  the  paupers  on  butter  and  milk  as  much  as  possible, 
but  it  adds  much  to  their  health  and  comfort. 

The  reasons  why  we  report  from  October  to  October,  are,  1st.  That 
our  books  and  reports  are  made  during  (hat  time ;  secondly,  the  board 
of  supervisors  meet  on  the  first  of  October  in  each  year,  and  our  ac- 
counts are  all  credited  up  to  that  time.  The  expense  oi  the  paupeis 
since  the  first  day  ot  October  1 830,  up  to  the  first  day  of  December, 
will  not  vary  much  from  what  they  were  during  the  same  time  in 
1829. 

ORLEANS. 

We  would  suggest  an  alteration  in  the  42d  section,  page  624,  of  the 

poor  kw,  so  that  in  those  counties  where  the  distinction  between 

town  and  county^ poor  has  been  abolished,  which  is  the  ease  in  our 

county  I  each  town  shall  be  obliged  to  support  those  paupers  who 
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are  unable  to  be  removed  to  the  county  poor-house  In  cases  of  riek* 
ness,  so  long  as  such  inability  to  be  removed  shall  exist. 

We  would,  as  the  superintendents  of  the  poor  in  and  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Orleans,  most  humbly  solicit  you  to  lay  the  above  before  the 
Legblature,  so  that  an  alteration  may  be  maae  if  e: 


OTSEGO. 

In  this  county  the  distinction  between  town  and  county  poor  has 
been  abolished. 

The  estimates  are  all  calculated  for  the  year  ending  lOtfa  Novem- 
ber, 1830,  the  date  of  the  report  of  the  superintendents  to  the  board 
of  supervisors. 

The  superintendents  find  a  difficulty  in  complying  with  the  form 

Eescribea  by  the  Secretary  of  State*  The  number  of  paupers  re- 
ived or  suppoiTtcd  during  the  year,  seems  to  include  those  relieved 
in  the  towns  under  justices'  orders,  as  well  as  those  supported  at  the 
county  house.  The  number  of  paupers  temporarily  relieved,  is  not 
known  to  the  superintendents  ;  they  have  therefore  divided  the  ex- 
penses into  such  as  may  be  strictly  considered  as  incurred  for  tem- 
porary relief,  and  such  as  may  be  considered  as  constituting  the  ac- 
tual expense  of  supporting  the  paupers  at  the  poor-house. 

The  children  have  been  instructed  in  the  poor-house  the  whole 
term  by  one  of  the  paupers.  The  average  number  of  scholars  was 
16. 

The  whole  expense  of  the  support  of  the  poor,  was #S,6S8  90 

Of  this  sum  was  paid  for  temporary  relief,  or  relief  out 
of  poor-house,  as  follows : 

By  county  treasurer  on  justices'  orders,  $958  OS 
Accounts  allowed  by  supervisors,  •  •  •  •       19  00 

Allowance  to  justices, 71  60 

do  overseers  poor,  •••••••      79  75 

1,148  S8 

For  permanent  relief  or  support  at 
poor-house,  as  follows : 

Victualling,  clothing,  hired  labor,  re- 
pair of  buildings,  furniture  and  imple- 
ments of  husbandry,  and  incidental 

expenses, 1,729  88 

Transportation  of  paupers, 151  99 

Estimated  allowance  to  overseers  for 

orders  of  removal, 49  87 

Allowance  to  superintendents,  ••••••      1 25  18 

do  keeper, •     850  00 

do  physician,  ••••«••••••       83  00 

2,489  92 

#S,638  SO 

The  average  number  of  paupery  at  the  poor-house,  was  94^ 
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OSWEGO. 
The  expense  of  saraorting  town  paupers  in  the  several  tovms,  so 
far  as  heard  from,  for  tne  relief  of  TO  paupers,  f540.58  cents ;  three 
towns  not  heard  from,  estimated  at  $176 ;  temporary  relief  in  diffe- 
rent towns  to  S9  countj  paapers,  $198.44  cents;  do.  three  towns 
not  heard  from,  estimated  at  $S75.  The  children  have  been  taught 
at  the  poor-house,  reading,  and  some  have  been  sent  to  the  district 
school.  It  is  suggested  that  the  superintendents  and  overseers  of 
the  poor  should  be  furnished  with  the  laws  relating  to  the  duties  of 
their  offices.  Our  report  bears  date  the  first  of  October.  The  rea- 
son of  this  is,  (hat  our  board  of  supervisors  hold  their  session  the 
beginning  of  October,  and  if  we  reported  from  December  to  Decem- 
ber, we  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  ascertaining  the  expense 
from  the  time  the  supervisors  meet  until  the  first  of  December,  and 
also  for  the  same  period  the  preceding  year.  Our  report,  however, 
gives  the  expense  of  one  year. 

PUTNAM. 
We  are  now  building  a  county  poor-house,  which  will  be  done  by 
the  first  of  May  next.     When  (his  is  done,  the  distinction  between 
town  and  county  poor  will  be  abolished.     We  have  made  no  report 
to  you,  as  the  poor  have  been  kept  in  the  towns  as  usual. 

QUEENS. 
The  number  of  persons  relieved  and  supported  during  the  year 
preceding  the  first  of  December  instant,  was  285.     Of  the  persons 
thus  relieved,  the  number  of  county  paupers  was  120 ;  the  number 
of  town  paupers,  165.    The  whole  expense  of  such  support  was 

$8,S20  S4 
Of  this  sum,  there  was  paid  for  transportation 

of  paupers, $20  25 

Allowance  made  to  superintendents,    127  05 

««  «<         overseers, Sit  00 

««  «         justices, 317  00 

<«  <«         keepers  and  officers, S 18  00 

«  "         doctor's  bills,    159  36 

Allowed  the  different  persons  for  taking  pauper 
children  off  the  county,  at  an  earlier  age  than 
auch  children  can  be  put  out  as  servants 

without  compensation,  •  • • 20  00 

1,272  66 

|6,947  68 

The  actual  expense  of  keeping  each  person  per  week,  can  not  be 
ascertained,  as  the  overseers  have  Icept  no  account  of  the  time  tho 
paupers  were  severally  supported.  A  house,  with  21  acres  of  land 
attached  to  it,  has  been  hired  for  the  use  of  the  county  poor,  at  an 
annual  rent  of  f75 ;  and  from  the  first  of  October  last,  it  is  intended 
$L  eorreet  aeeount  shall  be  kept  of  alt  proceedings  had  in  relation  to 
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•ueh  paupers  as  are  chargeable  to  the  county ;  but  the  overseers  of 
the  poor  manage  the  town  paupers  in  their  own  way,  and  it  is  not 
possible  to  obtain  any  information  from  them  beyond  a  statement  of 
the  amount  of  money  expended  in  support  of  the  poor ;  nor  can  the 
number  or  description  of  paupers  be  more  than  coujeotured  at  any 
given  time,  under  the  system  adopted  by  the  towns.  As  yet  our 
pauper  children  receive  no  instruction,  either  in  the  poor-houses  or 
at  school. 

The  superintendents  with  pleasure  avail  themselves  of  the  privi- 
lege granted  by  the  printed  circular  of  the  Secretary,  under  date  of 
the  S8th  May  last,  to  state  the  following  facts  and  circumstances  re- 
lative to  the  maintenance  of  paupers  in  the  county  of  Queens,  which, 
it  Is  hoped,  will  satisfactorily  apologize  for  the  deficiencies  of  their 
report. 

From  the  date  of  the  operation  of  the  law  requiring  the  ooyntaes 
to  support  certain  paupers  not  chargeable  to  any  of  their  towns,  up 
to  the  appointment  of  superintendents  in  this  county,  the  overseers 
of  the  several  towns  have  adopted  various  plans  for  relieving  town 
and  county  poor.  In  some  towns  it  has  been  the  practice  to  hire 
board  for  the  paupers,  in  such  poor  families  as  could  be  found  to  take 
them  at  a  low  rate.  Some  of  the  overseers  have  hired  houses  to 
keep  them,  and  purchased  provisions,  clothing4  &c.  at  the  expense 
of  the  town,  ana  employ  persons  to  cook  and  take  care  of  them. 
Others,  and  the  greater  number,  put  all  the  poor  of  the  town  out  on 
contract,  to  the  person  who  will  take  them  for  a  year  at  the  smallest 
sum,  pay  all  their  expenses,  and  retain  the  balance  of  the  sum  con- 
tracted for  as  his  own  compensation.  The  first  of  these  modes  of 
affording  relief  to  paupers  is  considered  extremely  objectionable,  in- 
asmuch as  it  furnishes  facilities  for  the  grossest  impositions  on  the 
public,  and  is  the  most  expensive  plan  that  has  yet  been  resorted  to. 
It  is  within  the  knowledge  of  the  writer,  that  one  of  the  towns  which 
now  puts  out  its  poor  on  contract  for  $700  per  annum,  formerly  ex- 
pended from  $1,dOO  to  $2,200  a  year  for  the  same  objects  ;  and  it  is 
oelieved  that  the  paupers  may  now  be  as  well  supplied,  after  rea- 
sonably paying  the  contractor,  as  they  were  under  the  former  ex- 
travagant expenditure.  Many  of  those  who  formerly  applied  to  the 
overseers  to  have  their  board  provided  in  the  family  or  house  of  some 
friend  or  relative,  and  generally  succeeded  in  getting  it,  by  craftily 
imposing  some  tale  of  wo  on  the  overseer,  will  now  work  and  main- 
tain themselves,  rather  than  submit  to  leave  the  haunts  of  iheir  as- 
sociates, perform  the  labbr,  and  comply  with  the  discipline  exacted 
from  them  by  the  persons  who  contract  for  their  support  at  a  limited 
compensation. 

Supporting  town  poor  in  a  poor-house  is  also  liable  to  objections, 
on  account  of  the  impossibility  of  conducting  such  establishments  on 
a  small  scale,  with  the  same  degree  of  economy,,  and  under  theaame 
wholesome  regulations,  which  may  without  difficulty  be  advantage- 
ously applied  to  more  extensive  institutions  of  the  same  description. 

The  last  mode  resorted  to,  and  which  appears  to  be  gaining  Mvor, 
in  our  county,  has  nothing  to  recommend  it,  ei^cepting  that  it  n^ies 
a  tei^pprary  savipg  in  dollars  and  cents  j  whilst  its  natural  tei^ewgr 
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evidentlj  is  to  degrade  the  ^uper,  and  deoioiidiM  tlie  eoiitni9tar« 
Immedietelj  after  the  appomtment  of  superintendeiits^  it  beeame 
neeeasarj  for  them  to  visit  the  town  poor-houses,  in  order  to  re- 
examine, the  paupers,  aad  provide  for  sueh  as  should  be  feond  charge* 
able  to  the  county.  The  condition  of  the  poor  in  one  town,  under 
the  care  of  a  contractor  who  was  liberally  paid,  was  truly  such  as  U> 
excite  the  warmest  feelings  of  commiseration  and  sympathy  for  the 
wretched  subjects  of  poverty,  vice  and  misfortune,  who  had  fallen  int* 
his  hands.  From  18  to  16  persons  were  tenanted,  in  the  Bu>nth  of 
February,  in  a  miserable  house  about  24  feet  square,  with  «ily  one 
fire**plaee  ;  around  which,  old  and  young,  black  and  white,  male  and 
female,  sick  and  well,  half  naked  chiMven  and  ragged  dirty  negroes^ 
were  crowded  together,  covei^ed  with  filth,  rioting  in  idlenesa  and 
disgusting  conversation,  and  apparently  indulging  in  every  thing'  to 
corrupt  and  brutalize  the  human  mind.  Nor  is  this  disreputable  atete 
of  things  confined  to  the  towns  whose  overseers  put  out  their  poor 
on  contract  In  one  town  in  which  a  house  and  keeper  is  hired,  and 
supplies  are  furnbhed  by  the  overseers  at  the  expense  of  the  town^ 
at  an  average  cost  of  about  ^1,200  a  year,  so  great  was  the  want  of 
care  on  tfie  part  of  the  overseers  and  keeper,  uiat  the  paupers  were 
not  comfortably  supplied  either  with  cfethes  or  fuel ;  and  even  clean* 
Uness,  the  fbundalion  of  comfc»rt,  health  and  credit,  was  so  shame- 
fhlly  neglected,  that  we  thought  it  prudent  to  inquire  whether  the 
hotase  was  free  from  vermin,  and  were  kindly  cautioned  by  the 
paupers,  that  our  safest  way  would  be  to  keep  our  feet,  and  not  make 
use  of  their  seats.  It  is  understood  from  good  authority,  that  the 
eentraotor  and  keeper  last  referred  to,  have  both  been  removed,  and 
the  poor  in  those  towns  now  receive  better  treatment.  From  tins 
deplorable  state  in  which  pauperism  now  exists  in  our  county,  &• 
relief  is  to  be  expected  without  the  assistance  of  the  Legislature ; 
and  this  it  is  hoped  may  be  speedily  obtained,  as  further  legislation 
on  the  subject,  we  think,  must  soon  be  had  and  frequently  repeated. 
The  gradual  increase  of  our  own  citiaens,  under  the  most  favorable 
circumstances,  would  soon  require' it ;  and  suffering  as  we  are  from 
the  corrupting  and  destroying  vice  of  intemperance,  and  exposed  to 
an  accumulating  infiux  of  emigrants  from  the  vagrant  population  of 
Europe,  the  most  vigilant  and  watchful  care  of  government  will  bft 
absolutely  necessary  to  keep  down  this  growing  evil  of  the  times, 
which  already  threatens  the  State,  and  particularly  the  southern 
oottnties,  with  a  heavy  and  oppressive  tax.  The  whole  poor  of  the 
county  are  now  kept  in  seven  different  parcels,  each  attended  by  a 
keeper  and  the  legal  quota  of  town  officers.  It  cannot  require  an 
argument  to  show  that  an  important  item  would  be  saved  in  their 
expenses,  by  consolidating  the  whole  into  one  general  and  well  or- 
ganized company ;  which  would  also  be  the  means  of  enabling  the 
county  to  derive  some  little  advantage  from  their  labor,  which  is  now 
lost  by  the  subdivision.  The  oaupers  too,  if  property  empfoyed, 
would  soon  feel  the  benefits  of  wholesome  exereise,  and  sensibly 
enjoy  its  good  effects  upon  their  health  and  constitutions. 

l%e  correcting  restraints  of  discipliBe  aad  labor,  would  tend  to  re- 
fcHrm  and  hnprove  that  numerous  portion  which  haa  been  redneed  U$ 
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ladtgenee  bj  profligate  eoBdoct— the  unfortunate  children  now  grow- 
ing  up  ih  idleness,  ignoranee  and  the  contaminating  influence  oi  eril 
example,  might  be  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  have  their  infant 
minds  trainra  to  someUiing  like  usefulness  and  virtue,  without  any 
perceivable  addition  of  expense,  and  the  country  would  realijee  a  be- 
nefit from  their  schooling,  by  putting  them  out  as  apprentices  and 
servants  at  an  earlier  age  than  masters  can  be  found  to  take  them 
without  any  learning. 

The  heart  of  philanthropy  would  also  find  consolation  in  extend* 
ing  the  hand  of  relief  and  beneficence  to  that  truly  meritoriona  dass 
of  unfortunate  poor,  who,  deprived  of  health  and  declining  with  ag^ , 
are  now  at  the  closing^  ^^5^  ^^  '^  ^^'^  ^^  industry  and  prudence,  com- 
pelled to  seek  protection  &om  beggarv  and  want  in  the  loathsome  so- 
ciety of  vicious  companions,  and  to  take  up  their  abode  in  the  crowd- 
ed apartments  of  a  wretched  town  poor»house. 

In  foct,  the  experience  of  the  last  six  months  has  abundantly  prov- 
ed, (the  county  poor  having  been  relieved  in  a  house  separate  from 
the  town  poor,)  that  by  keeping  the  whole  poor  of  the  county  to- 
gether, not  only  a  great  saving  would  be  made  in  the  public  expendi- 
ture, but  the  character  and  condition  of  the  paupers  might  be  vastly 
improved ;  many  of  their  base  propensities  and  vicious  habits  correct- 
ed and  subdued  -»  their  peace  and  happiness  promoted,  and  their  mo- 
ral reputation  raised  above  the  degraded  level,  to  which  too  many  of 
them  have  been  unfortunately  brought  by  idleness,  improvidenoe 
and  a  fatal  indulgence  in  the  prevailing  vice  of  our  country. 

Should  the  Legislature  take  up  this  subject  during  its  approachiiq; 
session,  we  beg  to  suggest  a  provision  in  the  law,  making  it  obliga- 
tory on  the  boud  of  supervisors  to  abdish  the  distinction  between 
town  and  county  poor  within  a  limited  time  after  the  passage  of  the 
act 

RENSSELAER. 

The  distinction  between  town  and  county  poor  not  having  been 
abolished  by  the  supervisors  of  this  county,  it  is  impracticable  for 
the  superintendentsHo  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the  statute 
in  their  report.  There  being  no  county  house  or  other  place  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  county  poor,  the  superintendents  on  the  S4th 
of  March  last,  made  a  contract  with  the  trustees  of  the  House  of  In* 
dustry,  erected  by  and  belonging  to  several  towns  in  said  county,  to 
board  the  county  paupers  at  ^1 .50  per  week,  including  all  ages  and 
conditions,  exclusive  of  clothing  and  medical  aid ;  the  institution  hav- 
ing all  the  benefit  aiising  from  the  labor  of  the  said  paupers.  [The 
number  of  paupers  thus  relieved,  and  the  expense  of  such  relief,  is 
all  that  is  embraced  in  tables  A  and  B,  for  Rensselaer  county.]  The 
superintendents  suggest  the  necessity  of  an  alteration  in  the  law  in 
relation  to  erecting  county  poor-houses  by  increasing  the  sum  for 
purchasing  land  and  erecting  buildings,  to  at  least  ^|^,000.  The 
sum  at  present  prescribed  by  the  statute  is  too  limited  for  many  of 
the  counties,  and  especially  for  the  county  of  Rensselaer. 

The  following  are  the  returns  from  the  several  towns  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Rensselaer,  of  the  number  of  town  and  county  pauper*  relieved. 
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not  having  been  sent  to  the  poor-house,  and  the  amount  paid  for  such 
partial  re&f. 

Ciiy  of  Tray. — ^Tho  number  of  paupers  who  have  had  relief  in 
the  city  of  Troy,  during  the  year  ending  May  18, 18S0,  so  far  as  we 
have  been  able  to  ascertain  the  same  from  the  accounts  of  the  over- 
seers of  the  poor,  as  audited  by  the  common  council,  and  from  the 
books  of  the  House  of  Industry,  is  569  ;  of  these  169  are  county 
paupers,  and  400  are  chargeable  to  the  city.  Of  the  two  numbers, 
there  were  about  120  who  were  partially  relieved  by  charitable  do- 
nations from  the  common  council  during  the  last  winter,  and  who  are 
not  strictly  considered  paupers ;  deducting  this  number  from  669, 
and  it  leaves  tl^  actual  number  of  paupers  relieved  in  the  city,  and 
not  sent  to  die  poor4iouse,  449.  There  has  been  paid  to  a  justice  of 
the  peace  $92.60  cents  for  taking  examinations  of  paupers,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  account  of  the  chamberlain ;  200  dollars  has  been  paid 
the  overseer  for  his  salary  for  one  year.  The  aggregate  expense  for 
the  year,  on  account  of  paupers  amounts  to  $8,932.20. 

RKCAriT|7I«ATI0N. 

Town  paupers, $843  21 

County    do      2,796  39 

Paid  justice, 92  60 

Paid  poor-master,.  •  • 200  00 

$3,932  20 


[A.  No.  66.] 
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RICHMOND. 

The  farm  and  establishment  provided  for  (be  poor  in  said  county, 
did  go  into  operation  in  January  last,  under  the  care  and  manage- 
ment of  the  supet  visors  and  overseers.  The  superintendents  were 
not  appointed  until  April  last,  therefore  we  report  from  that  time. 
The  keeper  of  the  poor-house  receives  37  J  cents  per  week  for  board- 
ing the  paupers,  and  is  also  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  their  labor  and 
use  of  the  farm.  The  farm  is  furnished  with  stock,  farming  uten- 
silSi  manure  and  household  furniture. 

The  children  have  been  partially  instructed  in  the  poor-bouse. 

ROCKLAND. 

Haa  DO  county  poor-house.  Paid  for  tuition  ^9.59 ;  for  counsel 
fees  4^4*75  ;  medicine  and  attendance  ^2«69*  These  items  are 
included  in  the  amount  of  $1 17 .93,  placed  under  the  head  ojf  keep- 
ers and  officers,  in  tabic  A. 

SARATOGA. 

The  superintendents  remark  that  there  are  other  expenses  in  the 
different  towns,  besides  those  embraced  in  their  report,  which  they 
have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining,  and  the  amount  of  expenses  re- 
ported are  exclusive  of  the  produce  of  the  farm ;  and  the  labor  of  the 
fKiuperslias  all  been  expenoed  on  the  farm  and  in  the  house.  The 
ouperiutendcnts  beg  leave  to  suggest  an  alteration  in  the  law«  As 
the  law  now  stands,  when  a  town  officer  delivers  a  pauper  at  the  poor- 
.bouse,  and  takes  the  keeper's  receipt,  he  must  call  on  two  superin- 
tendents and  have  his  receipt  countersigned  before  he  can  obtaiu 
Mb  pay  ;  whereas  dde  superintendent  may  approbate  the  expend- 
'  f6g  of  an  unlimited  Sum  in  the  different  towAs.  If  the  legislature 
make  any  tdteration  tfi  the  law,  it  would  bd  a  convenienee  to  pliy 
fhe  person*  delivering  a  pauper  on  the  certificate  of  one  sup^rintCA- 
dent 

•   SENECA. 

The  nVhbTc  expense  of  siippoi^  of  paupers  out  of  the  poor-liouse, 
from  the  12th  January  last,  (when  the  distinction  between  town  and 
<;odnty  paupers  was  abolished,  and  the  board  of  superintendents 
cqipotnled^)  until  the  86th  of  August,  when  all  the  poor  of  the  eotinty 
irero  ordered  to  the  poor-house^  was  f  982  •  6S  cents. 

SCHOHARIE. 

tVe  have  a  contract  With  the  keeper  of  the  poor-house  that  be 
sJiallhaV^  the  u^e  of  the  farm  and  buildings  belonging  to  the  estab- 
lishment, the  laboi*  of  the  paupers,  such  as  can  work,  and  3d  dollars 
per  yeaf,  6r  76  d^nts  per  week',  for  each  pauper,  during  the  time  he 
renlainsalthe  poor-house. 

The  distilittibh  between  town  and  county  paupers  exists  in  this 

'<;ounty,  or  in  other  words,  all  the  poor  are  not  a  county  charge.     It 

i^  the  duty  of  the  supervisors  of  every  town  in  the  county  to  report 

la  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  supervisors  within  fifteen  days  after  the 
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accounts  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  have  been  settled  by  the  board 
of  town  auditors  in  each  year,  an  abstract  of  all  such  accounts  for  the 
preceding  year. 

We  have  received  returns  as  above  from  only  four  towns  in  the 
county,  namelv,  Schoharie,  CobleskiU,  Sharon  and  Summit.  The 
supervisors  of  the  other  six  towns,  viz : — Middleburgh,  Fulton, 
Broome,  Blenheim,  Jefferson  and  Carlisle,  are  in  default :  We  are 
therefore  unable  to  mako  return  according  to  the  printed  form  sent 
us. 

The  supervisor  of  Schoharie  reports  that  there  have  been  eleven 
paupers  (all  of  which  are  town  paupers)  relieved  or  supported  in 
said  town  during  the  year  ending  the  2Sd  day  of  February,  18S0. 
That  the  whole  expense  of  such  relief  and  support,  amounts  to, 

$102  36 
That  the  allowance  made  to  overseers,  was  ••••••••••«••     IS  60 

To  justices,: 11  56 

To  constables, » ••••       4  SO 

To  town  clerk,  one  of  the  board  of  auditors,  •• 1  S6 

#133  17 

The  supervisor  of  Cobleskill  reports  that  the  relief  granted  in  that 

town  wiu  to  two  town  paupers, •  •  •  • •    •  •  •  #18  35 

They  paid  for  medical  attendance, ••••••       5  06 

Justices^  fees, •••.. •••       3  00 

Overseers  of  the  poor, •.••«<•» •     18  00 


■^^ 
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The  supervisor  of  Sharon  reports  that  two  eounty  paupera  have 

been  supported  in  that  town  at  the  expense  of |78  00 

And  that  12  town  paupers  have  been  relieved  in  the  town 

at  an  expense  of....««..«.  ••• ••••»• ••  173  57 

That  an  allowance  has  been  made  to  the  overseers  of  the 

poor  of  that  town,  ot  •  •  •  •  • • .     20  60 

To  justices,. •  ••••••••••••• •••••••••••     24  14 

To  constables, • • ••••••       7  60 


#303  71 

The  supervisor  of  Summit  reports  that  four  town  paup««  have 
been  supported  in  that  town  the  whole  year,  and  that  one  other  has 
been  occasionally  relieved. 

That  the  expense  of  such  support  has  been • « .  •  •  .#159  90 

Allowance  to  overseers  of  the  poor  was ,  •  •  •  •     12  00 

To  justices, 21  76 

To  constables, 6  00 

To  supervisor, • • 1  00 

For  doctor's  bill, ; 7  50 

#207  16 
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We  haye  not  the  means  of  aaeertaining  the  expense  of  transport- 
ing the  26  paupers  to  the  poor-house,  as  but  few  of  the  charges  have 
been  presented  to  us ;  thej  will  probablj  amount  to  about  20  dol- 
lars. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  observe,  that  .were  the  distinction  be- 
tween town  and  county  poor  done  away,  it  would  tend  to  simplify 
and  render  uniform  a  system  of  public  chaiity,  which  will  ultimately 
not  only  prove  alleviating  to  the  objects  of  public  munificence,  but 
salutary  to  the  government  itself. 

STEUBEN. 

In  this  county  there  is  no  poor-house  ;  the  county  poor  were  con- 
tracted to  sundry  persons  on  the  first  of  March  last  for  one  year. 

ST.  LAWRENCE. 

* 

The  report  of  the  superintendents  embraces  nothing  beyond  the 
poor-house  establishment :  No  report  having  been  received  from  the 
clerk  of  the  supervisors  as  to  the  number  of  persons  supported  or 
relieved  elsewhere  in  the  county,  or  the  amount  of  such  suppoii. 
The  children  in  the  poor-house  have  not,  during  the  past  year,  been 
sent  to  school,  nor  instructed  in  the  poor-house. 

SUFFOLK. 

This  county  has  no  county  poor-house,  and  the  poor  are  support- 
ed as  formerly,  in  the  several  towns ;  and  from  the  imperfect  returns 
of  several  of  the  supervisors,  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  make  a  more 
full  report. 

TIOGA. 

The  superintendents  of  the  poor  were  first  appointed  in  this  coun- 
ty in  November,  1830,  and  it  was  not  until  the  80th  of  December 
that  a  place  was  partially  fitted  up,  for  the  reception  of  the  poor ; 
and  the  paupers  nave  not  yet  generally  been  removed,  on  account 
of  extreme  bad  travelling.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  presu- 
med, no  report  will  be  expected  [from  this  county,  until  Dec.  1831. 

TOMPKINS. 

The  amount  paid  to  overseers,  justices  and  for  transportation,  is 
incomplete,  ana  upon  a  part,  we  are  unable  to  form  any  estimate,  not 
being  able  to  obtain  any  information  respecting  them  from  the.  derk 
of  the  board  of  supervisors.  In  the  estimate  paid  for  keepers  and 
officers,  is  included  70  dollars  for  male  laborers,  US  for  female  and 
60  dollars  for  physician  and  surgeon. 

WARREN. 

* 

The  report  is  made  to  the  first  of  November.  In  the  item  in  the 
table,  under  the  head  of  paupers  and  officers,  is  |^146.60,  an  aiiow- 
anee  made  to  physicians  and  surgeons. 
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WASHINGTON. 

We  have  do  means  of  ascertaining  accurately  the  amoant  paid  for 
the  transportation  of  paupers,  or  the  amount  of  allowance  to  orer- 
seers  and  justices ;  and  we  onlj  give  an  opinion  when  we  say,  that 
the  amount  of  orders  for  temporary  relief  will  not  fall  below  f600. 
But  the  actual  cost  of  supporting  the  paupers  of  this  establishment, 
including  food,  clothing  of  every  kind,  keeper^)  salary',  servants' 
hire,  medical  attendance;  merchants'  bills,  purchases  of  stock,  insu- 
rance, &c.,  from  8th  Oct.  1829,  to  11th  Nov.  18S0,  is  2S,S00,  which 
divided  by  the  average  number  of  paupers,  C112)  during  the  same 
period,  gives  $26.37  as  the  annual  cost  of  supporting  each,  or  51 
cents  per  week. 

Owing  ift  many  cases  to  bodily  inability,  and  many  more  to  a  want 
of  fidelity  in  the  paupers,  we  find  but  little  profit  in  employing  them 
in  the  ordinary  occupations  of  the  farm.  We  however  manutacture 
oar  own  supply  of  shoes  and  stocking. 

Although  liot  within  the  range  ol  duties  literally  required  of  us, 
we  feel  that  there  is  a  propriety  in  calling  your  attention  to  the  aub- 
ject  of  orders  made  by  justices  for  temporary  relief* , 

As  the  law  is  construed  by  us,  the  order  must  embrace  an  amount 
(daily,  weekly  or  in  gross)  equal  to  all  expenditures  to  be  made.—- 
But  upon  the  order  so  made,  the  overseer  can  expend  no  more  than 
^10  without  having  obtained  the  sanction  of  a  superintendent.  This 
sanction  would  seem  to  be  a  matter  of  course ;  for  the  superiaten- 
•dent  has  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  necessity  of  the  case,  other 
ihan  the  assurance  of  the  overseer,  for  whose  benefit  this  sanction 
may  perchance  be  required. 

This  order,  when  presented  at  the  treasury  of  the  county,  entitles 
the  overseer  to  receive  "any  sum  he  may  have  paid  or  contracted 
to  pay ;"  thus  allowing  the  individual  to  audit  and  allow  his  own 
account,  and  authorising  the  responsible  officer  of  a  town  to  thrust 
Siis  hand  unseen  into  the  treasury  of  the  county.  It  is  clearly  ne- 
cessary that  a  supervisory  and  controlling  power  over  these  accounts 
should  be  lodged  somewhere ;  and  it  has  occurred  to  us,  that  the 
|)ublic  interest  would  be  promoted  by  lodging  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
superintendents. 

WAYNE. 
Enclosed  we  forward  you  our  report  for  the  year  ending  oir  the 
first  day  of  December  instant ;  and  in  explanatfen,  we  would  say 
that  the  distinetion  in  this  county  between  town  and  county  poor 
was  abolished  in  January  last,  at  which  time  we  received  our  ap- 
pointment. We  held  our  first  meeting  in  February  last,  and  did  not 
purchase  a  farm  until  the  9th  of  last  April.  There  was  on  the  faim 
some  convenient  buildings,  and  we  commenced  receiving  a  part  o( 
the  poor  about  the  first  of  May  last.  In  our  enclosed  report,  we 
have  calculated  the  allowances  to  ourselves,  the  (rfiysiciana,  keeper 
and  laborers,  from  the  commencement  of  dieir  fespeetive  services. 
The  keeper  commenced  oatbe  19th  of  April  last,  and  the  physiaiaBa 
commenced  on  the  27th  of  May  last.  The  whole  expense,  as  ren- 
dered in  the  report,  exclusive  of  the  last  mentioned  allowances,  is 


composed  of  monies  for  proyisioos,  clolhiagi  seedst  And  for  boarding 
some  of  the  paupers  at  other  places  after  they  had  been  deliyered  nl 
the  poor-house*  A  part  of  the  jM-ovisions  are  not  yet  expended. 
Besides  the  whole  expense  rendered  in  ourreporl,  there  were  othier 
anms,  to  a  considerable  amount,  paid  for  certain  improvements  on  the 
farm,  for  furniture  and  for  stock :  these  we  have  not  induded  in  the 
value  of  the  establishment.  We  have  erected  additional  bniklingB 
on  the  farm  during  the  past  season ;  which,  with  the  permanent  im- 
provements on  the  farm,  or  the  other  buildings,  we  value  at  $3^000: 
this  sum  is  included  in  the  value  of  the  whofe  establishment.  For 
the  want  of  time  to  meet  the  letter  of  the  poor  laws  during  the  past 
year,  we  have  been  obliged  to  collect  at  the  poor-house  only  a  part 
of  tbs  paupers ;  the  residue,  which  was  about  one  half,  has  been 
0«pported  at  the  expense  of  the  county,  in  the  several  towns  where 
tke'  casea  occurred,  under  the  care  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor.  All 
charges  for  paupers  so  kept,  (and  nearly  all  were  presented,)  were 
audited  by  us  on  the  10th  of  November  last,  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
1^2,285  «6Q  eents.  We  think  proper  to  include  in  our  report  the  sum 
only  expended  at  the  poor-house  ;  but  the  expenses  of  the  superin- 
tendents (which  are  greater  for  services  this  year  than  they  will  be 
any  future  jear,^  more  properly  apply  to  costs  of  the  buildings>,  as 
the  roost  of  their  services  related  to  that  object.  Aside  from  the 
extra  expenses,  the.  expenaes  for  keeping  the  pauper  for  the  paat 
year  actually  provided  for  at  the  poor-bouse^  would  fall  abort  of  50 
cents  each  per  week.  The  services  of  superintendents,  justicea  and 
overseers,  are  audited  by  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  we  are  unable 
to  report  the  exact  amount  of  allowances  made  to  the  overseers  and 
justices.  The  buildings  are  now  just  finished,  and  there  are  but  few 
paupers  in  the  county  not  collected  at  the  poor-house.  Within  two 
weeks  from  this  time,  the  system  will  be  complete,  and  the  require- 
ments of  the  law  will  be  strictly  observed.  Since  we  auditeo  the 
poor  accounts  on  the  10th  of  November  last,  some  expenses  have 
eeerued  in  cases  where  the  paupers  could  not  be  received  in  the 
poor-house,  as  well  as  those  where  they  could  not  be  removed,  which 
remain  to  be  estimated. 

We  have  had  but  little  opportunity  io  remark  on  the  operation  of 
tbe  poor  Iswe ;  and  we  will  only  suggest  the  propriety  of  publishing 
tkem  HI  a  pamphlet  form,  for  the  benefit  of  overseers  and  superin- 
tendents. 

WESTCHESTER. 

In  explanation  of  our  report,  herewith  transmitted,  we  would  ob> 
serve,  that  there  remained  at  the  end  of  the  last  year,  169.  Sinee 
which  there  has  been  received  203,  and  five  born  in  the  house ; 
which  makes  the  number  set  to  your  first  inquiry. , 

.  The  report  will  show  the  expense,  as  far  aa  it  is  in  our  power  ia 
ascertain  it.  The  allowance  to  overseers  and  justiceSi  we  have  no 
m^ns  at  present  to  ascertain. 

As  to  tne  estimated  amount  in  the  expense  of  their  support,  we 
had  no  other  data  to  go  on  than  the  expense  of  the  paupers  in  the 
county  before  the  poor-house  went  in  operation,  and  to  deduct  there- 
from the  expense  of  their  support  for  the  past  year ;  calcidating  Uie 
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interest  of  the  money  the  estaUishment  cost,  and  tlie  result  is  as 
stated  in  the  report. 

We  applied  to  the  institution  in  New-York  to  receive  the  two 
mutes,  and  have  got  them  in. 

We  think  we  ^re  authorised  to  sajr  that  our  county  is  satisfied  and 
pleased  with  the  operation  of  the  poor-house,  and  it  appears  a  popu- 
lar measure. 

The  children  are  kept  at  school  in  the  house,  which  is  conducted 
by  one  of  the  paupers,  and  they  are  improving  as  well  as  in  our 
ordinaiy  common  schools,  in  our  opinion. 


P.  S.  Since  the  foregoing  report  was  presented  to  the  Lecislatiire, 
letters  have  been  received  from  the  superintendents  of  Kings  and 
Cattaraugus  counties,  giving  the  explanations  which  follow  in  rda- 
tion  to  their  reports. 

KINGS. 

m 

The  county  system  was  commenced  on  the  7th  April  last,  conse- 
quently not  eight  months  have  yet  expired.  In  accordance  jrith 
the  requirement,  we  have  prepared  in  part  the  information  necessa- 
ry to  making  our  report  for  the  eight  months  past ;  but  finding  some 
difficulty  in  separating  items  of  expense  that  nave  extended  into  this 
present  month,  and  having  supplies  on  hand  difficult  to  estimate,  we 
concluded  to  address  you  on  the  subject,  and  inquire  your  opinion 
as  to  whether  it  will  not  be  proper,  and  will  meet  the  requisitions 
of  the  law,  to  make  our  annual  report  in  December  next,  which  will 
comprise  our  operations  from  the  7th  April  last,  (when  we  commen- 
ced) to  7th  April  next?  We  shall  find  it  necessary  to  make  a  re- 
port to  the  supervisors  at  that  time,  and  balance  all  our  accounts  lor 
the  year. 

CATTARAUGUS. 

The  supervisors  of  our  county  neglected  to  appoint  superintend- 
ents last  year,  and  it  was  so  near  the  time  which  the  law  makes  it 
the  duties  of  superintendents  to  make  their  report,  that  we  consi- 
dered it  useless  at  this  time. 

The  supervisors  have  not  abolished  the  distinctioB  between 
town  and  county  poor.  They  also  thought  it  not  advisable  to  tent 
a  tenement  or  purchase  any  land  for  the  purpose  of  erectinc  a  poor^ 
house,  &c.,  as  our  county  is  new  and  but  few  poor  in  it,  who  apply 
for  relief.  There  are  but  two  persons  supported  by  the  county, 
that  I  have  any  knowledge  of,  except  one  lunatic  pauper,  who  we 
sent  to  the  lunatic  asylum  in  the  city  of  New-York. 

09^  The  attention  of  superintendents,  supervisors  and  the  deiks 
of  the  boards  of  supervisors,  is  specially  directed  to  the  78th  sectioB, 
page  6S2,  of  the  Ist  vol.  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  which  imposes  a 
penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  a  ne^ect  of  their  duties  in  fiir- 
nishins  the  reports  required  by  the  statute  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  \ 
and  it  IS  made  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  give  notice  to  the 
District  Attorney  of  any  such  neglect,  to  the  end  that  he  may  prose- 
cute the  delinquent  for  the  penalty. 


No.  67, 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  28,  1831 


REPORT 

Of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Genesee* 

The  seleet  conmittee,  to  whom  was  was  referred  sundry  petitions 
and  memorials  of  the  inhabitants  of  Genesee  county,  praying  for  an 
act  to  authorise  the  supervisors  of  said  eounty  to  raise  money  to 
build  a  new  jail  at  Batavia  in  said  county, 

REPORT— 

That  they  hare  carefully  examined  the  subject  contained  in  the 
MTeral  petitions  and  memorials,  and  from  the  matters  therein  stated, 
a^d  from  their  own  knowledge  of  facts,  have  thought  proper  to  lay 
before  the  House  some  of  the  reasons  which  have  governed  them 
in  arriving  at  a  conclusion. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Genesee 
county,  in  November  last^  at  Batavia,  a  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

Board  of  Supervisors  of  Genesee  county, 
November  sessions,  1830. 

^Ruohedj  That  the  Legislature  of  the  state  of  New-Tork  be 
respectfully  requested  to  pass  a  law  authorising  the  board  of  supervi* 
sors  of  Genesee  county,  at  their  next  session,  to  raise  by  a  tax  upon 
said  county,  such  sum  as  they  shall  deem  necessary,  not  exceeding 
ttiroe  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  new  jail  in  said 
county ;  and  that  the  clerk  of  this  board  transmit  a  copy  of  this 
solution  to  each  of  the  members  of  Ajsembly  fh>m  this  county.'' 
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It  18  acknowledged  by  all,  that  the  jail  of  said  county  is  no  longer 
safe  for  the  confinement  of  prisoners,  and  cannot  be  made  so  by  any 
ordinary  repairs. 

That  the  present  court-house,  which  includes  the  jail,  was  erected 
in  the  year  180S,  and  soon  after  the  first  survey  of  the  Holland 
Purchase,  and  while  thfe  county  was  unimproved  and  thinly  popu- 
lated, and  that  all  oi  the  principal  roads  then  laid  out  by  the  Holland 
company,  and  such  as  have  since  been  established  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  present  site,  concentrate  at  that  point,  and  render  the  approach 
to  it  from  every  quarter,  convenient  for  every  necessary  purpose. 

That  there  is  no  other  point  in  the  county  where  so  much  busi- 
ness concentrates ;  nor  could  the  location  of  the  county  buildings, 
at  any  other  place  contemplated  by  the  petitioners,  accommodate 
so  well  the  business  transacted  in  the  county. 

That  with  the  exception  of  a  part  of  one  town  in  the  south-west 
corner  of  the  county,  which  projects  six  miles  beyond  its  general 
southern  boundary,  and  another  on  the  east  side  projecting  about 
.  three  nttles^  Genesee  county  is  nearly  an  l>blong  square,  of  thirty- 
six  by  twenty-six  miles.  The  present  jail  is  upon  the  great  aaail 
route  from  Albany,  both  by  Canandaigua  and  Rochester,  to  Buffido, 
and  almost  exactly  upon  a  medium  meridian  between  the  east  end 
west  bounds. 

The  canal,  and  consequently  the  points  of  deposit  for  all  the  sur- 
plus productions  of  the  county,  and  the  inlets  for  all  the  mercban- 
dise  brought  into  it,  are  still  north  of  its  northern  bounds.  Wbeb 
this  is  considered,  and  that  the  Holland  land  company's  principal 
office,  and  the  Genesee  bank  are  in  Batavia  village,  it  must  he  seen 
that  the  public  convenience  cannot  require  the  seat  to  be  removed 
further  south,  any  more  than  that  the  scats  of  the  Notth  River  coun- 
ties should  be  removed  back  to  their  geographical  centres,  where  no 
natural,  artificial  or  business  advantages  exist. 

The  prominent  places  spoken  of  and  most  strenuously  insisted 
on  by  those  who  desire  the  removal  of.  the  eounty  bttildifiigfly  are 
one  of  them  within  ten  miles  of  the  west  lino  of  the  county^  while 
it  is  sixteen  from  the  east ;  another  within  less  «than  nine  aoiles  of 
the  west  line,  and  more  than  seventeen  from  the  east,  while  aiH 
other  competing  place  is  within  seven  miles  of  the  east  line,  aad 
coaseqiutttly  more  than  nineteen  from  the  west.  Two  of  tiheeflh 
places  are  nol  taonethan  aeven  and  ifthalfot  eight  milea  fromilM 
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fnaMt  rite,  and  the  third  and  western-most  one  not  moie  Ihan 
eleven  iniles»  and  abaost  ieiicssatUs  by  a  direct  route  to  a  part  of  the 
eonnty,  dn  aeeount  of  steep  and  high  ridges  of  land  which  inter* 
▼one. 

Tiese  ere  the  ohlj  places  to  which  it  is  proposed  to  remove  the 
county  buildings,  so  far  as  your  committee  have  any  knowledge. 

It  would)  in  the  opiniw  ef  your  committee,  work  great  injustice 
to  the  citisens  of  the  village  and  neighborhood  of  Batavia,  to  re- 
mbve  the  county  buildings,  by  renduciog  its  importance  as  a  busi- 
ness plaee,  and  consequently  depressing  the  value  of  real  estate, 
^tujch  has  been  fmrehaaed  by  the  citizens  at  an  advanced  price, 
with  dircet  reference  to  the  advantages  which  arise  from  its  conti- 
guity to  the  present  county  buildings ;  all  of  which  advantages,  by 
a  removal^  would  be  transferred  to  the  citizens  resident  at  and  con- 
tiguous to  the  new  site,  without  any  equivalent  being  given,  and 
without  any  claim  to  theif  possession,  except  such  as  are  founded 
{n  interest. 

That  the  northern  part  of  the  county  is  rich  in  agricultural  pro« 
ducts,  while  the  southern  is  much  better  adapted  to  grazing  pur- 
poses, and  hence  the  northern  part  is  capable  of  sustaining,  and 
will  always  sustain,  a  greater  amount  of  population  than  the  south- 
ern. 

But  there  is  another  view  of  the  subject  which  your  committee 
feel  it  their  duty  to  take  as  connected  with  the  proposition  to  re-^ 
move  the  county  buildings. 

On  referring  to  the  maps  of  the  counties  of  Genesee,  Allegany 
and  Cattaraugus,  it  is  observable  that  there  is  a  large  tract  of  coun- 
try comprising  the  extremities  of  those  counties,  which  can  be 
better  accommodated  by  being  formed  into  a  new  county,  than  by 

« 

remaining  as  at  present. 

The  only  question  which  remains  to  be  settled,  is,  whether  it  is 
most  expedient  to  erect  a  county  now,  or  at  some  future  time. 
Petitions  are  now  before  the  Legislature  for  this  object,  and  as  your 
committee  believe,  not  less  than  four  distinct  applications  of  this 
nature  have,  or  are  about  to  be  made.  1/  any  of  the  several  pro- 
posed applications  should  be  granted,  it  will  leave  the  present  site 
pf  the  county  buildings  as  nearly  central  as  may  be. 


/ 
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Your  eommittee  are  therefore  fully  persuaded  tbat  to  interim  et 
this  time  to  remove  the  present  site,  while  these  multiplied  iq[iplie»- 
tions  are  depending,  and  perhaps  likely  to  prevail,  would  be  ^ioju- 
dicious. 

There  is  still  anoth^  consideration  oonnected  with  this  subject, 
of  no  trifling  importance.   . 

The  site  upon  which  the  county  buildings  are  situated,  coasisi- 
ing  of  the  present  court-house,  which  might  be  rendered  commo* 
dious  by  erecting  a  new  jail,  a  stone  fire-proof  clerk's  office,  and  in- 
cluding an  acre  and  a  half  or  two  acres  of  land  in  the  heart  of  the 
village  of  Batavia^  which  was  conveyed  to  the  county  by  the  Hol- 
land company  upon  the  express  condition  that  it  should  be  oceupied 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  the  county  seat. 

The  ground  and  buildings  will  consequently  revert  to  the  compa- 
ny if  a  removal  should  be  made,  and  thereby  a  loss  would  be  sus- 
tained by  the  county,  probably  of  six  or  eight  thousand  dollars, 
which  together  with  the  expense  of  erecting  new  buildings,  and 
purchasing  another  site,  would  be  onerous  in  the  extreme  upon 
the  inliabitants* 

Tour  committee  think  proper  to  state,  that  the  supervisors  of  the 
county,  who  are  to  be  regarded  as  the  representatives  of  the  people 
in  relation  to  all  questions  of  this  sort,  have  not  in  their  resolution, 
which  is  herein  inserted,  expressed  any  desire,  or  intimated  any 
opiniop,  that  the  county  buildings  should  be  removed,  nor  that  any 
inconvenience  exists  on  account  of  their  present  location. 

Your  committee  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  providing  for  the 
erection  of  a  jail  at  Genesee,  at  the  present  site,  and  upon  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  county. 


No.  68. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  22,  1831. 


aaesesasssss 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  Jacob  Lockman,  an  Inspector  of  Lumber*  for  the 

city  and  county  of  New- York. 

To  the  Hommrable  the  LegieUOwre  of  the  SMe  qf  NeuhYarlt. 

The  foUowing  is  the  return  of  lamber  in^peeted  and  meamired^ 
from  the  first  of  January,  18S0,  to  the  first  of  January,  1831,  accord- 
ing  to  the  Reviaed  Statutes  of  the  atate  of  New-York.  ^ 
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Amount  and  quaiUy  of  Lumber  intpeded. 


Name  of  Wood. 


•  •  • 


•  •  •  •  • 


•  • 


White  pine, 
Yellow  pine, 
Hemlock, 
Pine  scantling, 
Cedar  boards, 
Basswood,  •  •  •  • 

Bflsted, 

White  wood, . . 

Beach, <* 

Button  wood,  • 
Black  walnut,  • 

Spruce, • 

Hickor J, 

Cheriy,  •••••• 

White  holly. 
Curl  maple, 
Birdseye  maple, 
Plane  maple,  • 
Ash  plank. 
Ash  oars,  • 
Oak  plank. 
Oak  timber,  . 
Oak  knees,  ««»>«■ 
Locust  timber,  • 
Locust  posts,*  •  • 
Chesnut  timber, 
Chifesnut  posts,t 


>•  • 


I*  •  • 


•  • 


•  •  •  • 


•  •  • 


QualitieB. 


Feet  clear. 


177,717 


•  • 


•  • 


•  • 


•  • 


•  • 


t  • 


•  • 


•  • 


•  • 


•  • 


•  • 


•  • 


Feet  Mer. 


164,316 

996 

2,016 

9,646 

9,997 

37,132 

388 

86,035 

3,768 

1,53S 

1,089 

34,475 

2,015 

10,083 

2,425 

10,741 

21,061 

25,391 

24,380 

24,404 

50,340 

12,193 

193 

300 

7,391 


feet,  3d. 


93,16^3 


|177,717>542,104 


ftet,4th. 


73,044 


1,253 

15,633 

2,137 


Measured. 


Prices. 


374,935 


110 


3,986 


I 


93,163 


6,377 

1,592 

690 

-68 

2,700 


5,883 
4,165 
6,836 
80,838 
7,233 
178 


2,554 


•  ^  •  •  • 


^toSO 
16  to  20 
8  to  10 

14  to  16 
16  to  IS 

8  to  10 

12  to  15 
80to85 
.10  to  12 

25  to  80 
12  to  15 

15  to  20 

26  to  80 

85to50 
50to60 
12  to  15 
26  to  SO 
25  to  80 
20  to  80 
20  to  25 
28  per  in. 


16  to  16 


155,099|874,985 


*  1604  pieces, 
f  661  pieces. 

Total  amount  Inspected,  968,088  feet,  fees, #368  00 

«  meaaored  only  874,985  feet,  fees, *      99  75 
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JACOB  LOCKMAN, 

Intptetcr. 


Nmo-Tarkt  Jan,  16,  1881. 
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IN  ASSEMBLY, 


January  28,  1831. 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT, 

Of  the  Directors  of  the  Central  Asylum  for  the  In* 
struction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  at  Canajoharie, 
made  to  the  Legislature,  January  I,  1831. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Legislature  of  the  Sate  qfNeuhYork^  in  Senate 

and  AesenMy  convened. 

The  Directors  of  the  Central  Asylam  for  the  Instraction  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  at  Canajoharie,  respectfully  submit  to  jour  Honor- 
able Body  the  following  Report,  to  wit : 

The  amount  of  money  received  from  the  treasuiy  of  the  state,  for 
the  support  of  indigent  pupils,  during  the  year  ending  December  SI, 
1880,  was  $1,473,  which  sum  has  been  faithfully  and  economically 
applied  for  the  purposes  contemplated  by  the  several  acts  making 
the  appropriations. 

Thai  this  institution  is  under  the  control  and  sup9rintendence  of 
the  following  gentlemen,  to  wit : 

Rev.  Winslow  Paige,  of  Schoharie,  Co.  President. 
Hon.  Seth  Wetmore,       Montgomery,  Vice-President  « 
RuAis  Morris,  do.  Treasurer. 

W.  R.  Wheeler,  do.  Secretary. 

Rev.  Charles  Wadsworth,       do.  Superintendent. 

And  of  the  following  gentlemen,  as  a  Board  of  Directors  : 
Hon.  Abijah  Mann,  Jun.  of  Herkimer  county, 
Hon.  Henry  I.  Deifendorf,  Montgomery  do. 
Rev.  Paul  Weidman,  Schoharie  do. 

Hon.  Phinehas  Randall,       Montgomery  do. 


Doet.  Simeon  Marcy, 

do. 

Mr.  Simon  D.  Kittfe, 

do. 
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Mr.  Jeremiah  W.  Gardner,  Montgomery  county. 
*^  Steuben  Helmer,  do. 

Robert  Bowman,  Esq.  do. 

Rev.  John  Smith,  Otsego  county. 

That  the  number  of  indigent  pupili^  now  attending  school,  is 
twenty-fire.  The  following  is  a  list  of  their  several  names  and 
places  of  residence,  with  their  respective  ages,  to  wit : 


Amariah  Babbitt, 

Jefferson  county. 

Aged  22. 

Mary  Flink, 

Oneida           <^ 

IS 

Minard  Smith, 

Tompkins      ^* 

21 

Alnura  Betta, 

Saratoga         ^^ 

18 

Robert  Bell, 

Jefferson        ** 

16 

Louisa  Cox, 

Chautauqoe  *^ 

Ul 

Erastus  H.  Brewster, 

Tioga.            ** 

1ft 

William  Ml  Seart, 

Lewis           " 

» 

Henry  Plato, 

Genesee        '^ 

14 

Levi  Chapman, 

Chenango      ^* 

21 

Julia  Weeks, 

Monroe         " 

21 

John  Cramer, 

Montgomery  **' 

2S 

Charles  H.  Peck, 

Herkimer      '« 

IS 

Maria  Guile, 

Montgomery  ^^ 

11 

Susan  Hale, 

do. 

16 

Catharine  Lewis, 

Warren          " 

10 

Mariah  Lagrange, 

Albany          « 

15 

Susannah  Lagrange, 

tc                  a 

11 

Amanda  Flanders, 

Warren         " 

22 

John  Smith, 

Montgomery" 

22 

Miffia  Garlock, 

(C 

10 

Catharine  P.  EUarson, 

Schoharie     " 

1ft 

Nanoy  Philips, 

McmtgomeFy" 

» 

Aaron  Hedden, 

Wayne         " 

14 

Charity  Decker, 

Schoharie     " 

The  number  of  pay  pupils,  at  present  attached  to  this  institution^ 
is  seven,  viz : 

Elisha  Bowman,  Jacob  Lagrange, 

Aun  Eliza  Bowman,  James  Forbes, 

Jonas  p.  Morse,  Chauncey  Hyde, 

Laura  Lyon. 

Making  thirty-two  ptty  and  indigent  pupils  at  preaent  attached  to 
this  school,  who  are  instiucted  by  Mr.  Elijah  OrifliD)  a  gpmduate  of 
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Union  CoUegei  as  principal,  assisted  by  Mr.  John  C.  SeUeck  and 
Stewart  W.  Spiers,  as  assistant  teachers. 

The  pupils  are  boarded|  at  private  boarding-bouses,  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  asylum,  according  to  the  direction,  and  under 
the  superintendance  of  Messrs.  Randall,  Wadsworth,  Walrod,  Bow- 
man, and  Gardner,  as  a  committee  of  instruction. 

The  board  of  directors  would  further  report,  that  the  school  is,  at 
present,  in  a  prosperous  condition ;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  direc* 
tors,  no  similar  institution,  with  the  same  patronage,  has  done  more 
for  the  benefit  of  the  unfortunate  deaf  and  dumb. 

And  further,  that  ten  applications  for  the  admission  of  indigent 
pupik,  have  been  unavoidably  rejected,  for  the  want  of  means  to 
support  them  at  the  asylum. 

All  which  is  respectfidly  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Direetore^ 

W.  R.  WHEELER,  Secretary. 
Dated  at  Canajoharie,  January  1st,  1831. 


:^i 


